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Thanks to you the
Center has made
great progress in our
Building Campaign.
Please remember
the building in your
charitable giving!
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Riverside Park
2808 N. Bartlett Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53211
Phone: (414) 964-8505
Email: uec@execpc.com
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org
Hours of operation:
Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday
10 a.m - 4 p.m.
Sunday
Noon - 4 p.m.
The Urban Ecology Center
is a neighborhood-based,
nonprofit community center
located in Milwaukee's historic
Riverside Park. Using this living laboratory, the Urban
Ecology Center:
PROVIDES environmental science programs to neighborhood schools,
PROMOTES environmental
awareness in the community,
PRESERVES and enhances
the natural resources of Riverside Park, and
PROTECTS the Milwaukee River

by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

The wind was howling outside with rain beating
down on the windshield. Even when the car was
parked, the wipers were needed to see out. I was
in the lot near Bradford Beach, the one where the
water is separated from the black top by only a
few well placed boulders. Waves were crashing
into and occasionally over these stones, a mere ten
feet from my car. It was a short break…a mental
breather from the intensity of the day…a moment
to lose myself in the roiling Lake Michigan waters.

wings and let the physics of flight levitate him
(or was it a her) ever so gently off the car. First
an inch, then a foot, then a yard. At this height
the wings imperceptively adjusted, the bird tilted
and soared out over the grey waters, disappearing
into the distance without even a flap. It was a
startling moment…a moment of awe…a moment of peace. I laughed in unabashed solitary
pleasure.

Suddenly, as if by magic, a seagull appeared on
the hood. A mottled juvenile, each feather perfectly preened, a thing of exquisite beauty. With
all that wind and rain not a feather was ruffled,
an aerodynamic marvel of evolution. The bird
calmly walked up the slope of the wet hood to
the front window of the car, cocked his head and
peered in at me as if to say “What are you doing
in there on such a beautiful day?”

This bird, this marvelous gift of life, somehow
transformed my mood. One thousand years
earlier I envisioned a seagull making this same
maneuver from the same location along the
shores of Lake Michigan. One thousand years
from now I’m confident that another young gull
will do the same. My pressing problems from
mere minutes before somehow lost their significance and the simple joy of living was provided
room for proper dominance.

We sat looking at each other for perhaps
five minutes. The gull then slowly opened its

May the new year bring you peace, a peace bred
from the joy of life.

EcoBucks at the Center

A Piece of Wildness in the City

by Dan Gray, Urban Adventures Coordinator

by Jim McGinity, Research Liaison

Do you know anyone who gets paid to ride his
bike to work? This October the Urban Ecology
Center initiated an idea in answer to a question
that has been brewing since last winter: How can
we get people to drive less?

It was a typical
Thursday morning. I was biking
to work along
Capitol Drive,
then ducked
behind the new
Culver's to access
the Oak Leaf
bike path. I had This shot was triggered by a coyote as
stepped in the range of a wildlife
been riding only itcamera
set up as a part of Friends of
a few hundred
Milwaukee’s Rivers Milwaukee River
Corridor Project.
feet when I saw
something large
up ahead along the right side of the path. As I approached the spot, I slowed down and looked into
the woods. Right there, about 30 feet away from
me, was a coyote! The most amazing part was that,

Carpooling, mass transit, walking and bike riding have been promoted for many years as ways
to reduce pollution, unblock traffic jams, alleviate
parking shortages and diminish our dependence
on foreign oil. So far, none of these concerns has
receded to the point of disappearing. All of the
proposed solutions are good ideas. Why haven’t
they caught on? We don’t know. But the staff
realized that we don’t carpool, take the bus or bike
nearly as often as we could.
In an effort to modify our own behavior, the
Center has instituted the EcoBuck Program. Any
Continued on page 3

Continued on page 4
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Bits and Pieces of News From the Center




Say it ain’t so?: Jim McGinity leaves
to head up a new Florida environmental education center. You can’t
work in the tight quarters that we do
at the UEC without forming close
bonds. Thus, while we all are quite
proud, it is with great sadness that we
announce the impending departure
of our colleague and friend Jim. Jim
has been an integral part of our team
as he set up and led our very successful Citizen Science program. Many
will miss his early morning birdwalks,
afternoon snake adventures, butterfly
tagging and the like. Jim’s leadership
extends well beyond our own Center.
He has been dedicated to the improvement and growth of environmental
education statewide in his role as
president of the Wisconsin Association
for Environmental Education. Jim
returns to his old stomping grounds
(Florida) to become the manager of
the new Brooker Creek Environmental
Education Center. Don’t be surprised
if our next adventure trip is to Tarpon
Springs, FL. A going away party is
slated for Saturday, January 3rd, 4-6pm
at the Center. Please stop by to wish
Jim well.
Riverside Park
Revitalization Update:

our neighborhood committee on public art has made a final selection. Peter
Flannary will be commissioned for a
series of sculptures made up of rock
and brass entitled the Walking River.
These will lead people from the playground to the new Center and natural
area. The committee also chose a provocative and unique brass animal form
by Jeremy Wolf. Don’t be surprised if
in time you see art created by the other
two finalists in our competition, Susan
Falkman and Richard Taylor, as all
the work submitted was of the highest
quality. While the installation of this
art is dependent upon successful fundraising, we are hopeful that we will see
some installed within a year’s time.

ting. Thank you all for the opportunity to explore our urban ecology from a
new perspective! To learn more about
this important issue, be sure to attend
the July 2004 Citizen Science lecture.
See enclosed brochure for details.


Did you receive a new telescope for
the holidays? Do you have one collecting dust in the attic? The Urban
Stargazers will gladly donate their time
at their next meeting (January 22) to
help you learn how to set up and get
the most out of your telescope.
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Playground: Due to a delay with our
rubber contractor, we did not quite
make our goal of finishing our playground this fall. While the spider web,
swings and totlot will still be available
for play throughout the winter, the rest
will have to wait until warmer weather
arrives again in the spring.
Building: There is much neighborhood excitement generated by our
rapidly growing facility in Riverside
Park. If you haven’t seen it yet, you
must come down to take a look! The
basement is fully closed in with internal walls mostly complete. The tower
base with handicap access to the Oak
Leaf Trail and tunnel into the basement is finished. The recycled brick
walls of the first floor and garage are
near completion and are absolutely
stunning. Right now the focus is on
completing the exterior walls so we can
get the building covered before significant snow fall. Check out our website
at www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org for
weekly photo updates.
Public Art: After much deliberation



The human side of construction:
Russ Krebs is a construction worker
from R. Outdoors who has been
working daily down on the Oak Leaf
Bicycle Trail building the Center’s
retaining walls for our tower access.
His work allowed him to witness the
rhythm of regular traffic on the trail:
bikers, joggers, dog walkers, etc. One
young couple caught his eye who
appeared to have made temporary
residence under the pedestrian bridge
leading to the park. One day, seeing
the woman in tears, he entered their
life offering comfort. It turns out that
they had been promised employment
in Milwaukee while living in Florida.
Upon completion of their work, their
employer skipped town, leaving them
penniless with an unpayable hotel
bill. After eviction, knowing no one
and with no place to go, they sought
shelter for a few days under the bridge.
The tears had to do with authorities cleaning out their few belongings
from the bridge. Russ took time from
his work to get them to a downtown
shelter, where they received a warm
meal and eventually a bus ticket home.
Even before completion, there is a lot
of heart involved with the building of
our new community center.

Great response: Thank you all for
your responses to last month’s “Urban
Ecology” article related to the homeless community along the river. We
had many respondents, all of whom
supported the decision to leave the
beds under the bridge. Many of our
members shared personal stories of
generosity and compassion in handling
the difficult situations related to the
homeless that surface in our urban set-



The Urban Stargazers are very excited to announce that Dan Fetterley will give a public presentation on
celestial navigation at their February
26th meeting. See calendar for details.



Exciting news – the staff of the
Urban Ecology Center now has
individual email accounts! General emails can still be sent to
uuec@execpc.com
ec@execpc.com, but if you are
ssending
ending a message for a particular staff
member, please use the following address format: (first initial)(last name)@
urbanecologycenter.org. For example,
the new address for Ken Leinbach,
Executive Director, is kleinbach@urba
necologycenter.org. Please see the box
on page 11 for a list of staff names.



Many thanks. The Center would like
to thank the following organizations
for their generous contributions:
Dorothy Inbusch Foundation, Bank
One Foundation, Robert W. Baird
& Co. Foundation, Joseph Johnson
Charitable Trust, Fleck Foundation,
Ralph Evinrude Foundation, ERM
Group Foundation and REI, Inc., and
the Greater Milwaukee Foundation's
Roller Family Fund



Building on success. The Center
would like to thank the following
organizations for their generous
contributions to its capital campaign:
Edward U. Demmer Foundation, Marshall & Ilsley Foundation, Frank L.
Weyenburg Charitable Trust, Anne &
Fred Luber Foundation, Brico Fund,
Elizabeth Elser Doolittle Charitable
Trust, Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder
Charitable Trust and the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
- Catherine and Walter Lindsay
Foundation Fund
- Trinity Fund.
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Milwaukee Environmental Consortium: a Positive New Alliance for the City
by Belle Bergner, Ecologist & Environmental Consultant

Environmental organizations are
moving from the kitchen tables and
storage sheds where they began into the
economic mainstream of America. A
strategic alliance of several organizations into the Milwaukee Environmental
Consortium(MEC) has brought new life
and environmental leadership to our city.

The architecture and design company,
Groth Design Group, created the Consortium’s eco-friendly space plan. Most
of the renovation materials were nearly
100% recycled and non-toxic, much of
the furniture is reused from New Edge,
and Interplan donated their expertise and
time to put the furniture together.

MEC’s office is in the East Side Office
Building, 1845 N. Farwell Ave. Just
minutes from downtown, the move to a
centrally located office will give the Consortium greater visibility and efficiency,
allowing member groups to accomplish
more than when they were working in
isolation.

The result of these companies’ efforts is a professional and inviting work
atmosphere. “We would not have been
able to make this happen if it weren’t for
the volunteer time and services donated
by these companies,” says Lynn Broaddus, Executive Director of Friends of
Milwaukee’s Rivers.

Members of the Milwaukee Environmental Consortium include:

“Many of us were working out of the
front rooms of small houses, with barely
enough space for our 1-2 person staff,”
says Broaddus of FMR.

• The Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin
• Citizens for a Better Environment
• Friends of Milwaukee County Parks
• Friends of Milwaukee’s Rivers
• Milwaukee Urban Gardens
• The Park People
• River Revitalization Foundation

Through shared office space and
collaborative efforts, the participating
organizations of MEC will be able to
increase their collective impact upon the
citizens and the environment of Milwau-

EcoBucks
time that an employee gets to and from
work without using additional fossil
fuels, he or she gets a dollar. Biking,
walking and taking the bus all count.
Carpooling counts half. We keep track
of alternative transportation days on a
calendar and receive any earned EcoBucks monthly, added to our regular
paychecks.
The reasons for starting the program
are varied. “We wanted to practice what
we teach,” says Ken Leinbach, Executive Director. The overarching goal of
the Center is to promote environmentally sound behavior. EcoBucks are an
external motivation to consume less fossil
fuels. Not driving also helps ease the
demand on the limited parking spaces
that are available near the Center.
EcoBucks provide motivation to get
more exercise. Traditionally, the workplace doesn’t value time not directly
involved in work. “Biking or walking to
work enhances the connection between
mind, body and spirit,” says Leinbach,
“Healthier workers are happier. Happier

workers are more productive.”
The EcoBuck program has boosted
staff camaraderie by creating a friendly
competition. “For me the motivating
factor is not the dollar, but being last
among the staff,” says Darrell Smith,
Community Program Coordinator. “I
live across the river and have ridden my
bike to work only twice in the last year
and a half. Since EcoBucks started I’ve
ridden three times in two weeks.” The
rest of the staff agree. “It’s nice to be
encouraged to do something I want to
do any way. I spend less on gas and get
more money at the end of the month,”
says Tim Vargo, Environmental Educator. Susan Winans, Environmental
Educator, doesn’t own a car and has always ridden the bus to work. “EcoBucks
hasn’t changed my behavior, but it is nice
to be reimbursed for part of my bus fare.
Plus, it is enjoyable to be part of a group
that makes it fun to drive less,” she said.
According to Leinbach, “The EcoBuck
program is a small investment for a significant return.”

kee. “We’ve already been able to quickly
mobilize on a project idea due to the
proximity of our environmental partners
here at the consortium,” says Broaddus
of FMR.
“Our goals are for all groups to
complement each other, for citizens,
organizations, and businesses to have a
one-stop shopping opportunity for environmental information, and to increase
the efficiency of all organizations,” says
Kimberly Gleffe of River Revitalization
Foundation.
Milwaukee Urban Gardens director
Deb Ridgway echoed the goals of FMR
and RRF, adding that the vibrancy of all
of these groups together, the ability to
share ideas, and support each other, is an
“obvious bonus.”
The Urban Ecology Center welcomes
MEC and looks forward to future collaborations to increase environmental
literacy and preserve Milwaukee’s environment.
continued from page 1
The idea of a work-sponsored program
evolved from a long conversation as
the staff drove across frozen Wisconsin
returning from a conference last winter.
How can we get people to drive less?
The discussion ranged from creating corporate carpooling programs to developing a citywide alternative currency paid
for alternative transportation. We settled
for starting with earning a free lunch.
Active discussion of an incentive to travel
in environmentally responsible ways hibernated for the summer and re-emerged
in October as EcoBucks.

In the first month of keeping records
the Center staff got to work 66 times
without using additional fossil fuels. In
the second month, that number grew to
95.5 times.
How can you get people to drive
less? Could your company create a
similar program? Could the city provide
matching funds for less pollution, less
congestion, less parking, instead of more
freeways? Less is possible.
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A Piece of Wildness in the City
instead of running off into the woods, it
stood there and stared at me. Although
it was just a brief moment, it was a really
neat encounter with a wild creature.
When I got to the Center and told the
rest of the staff, it turned out that many
of them had also seen coyotes recently.

Coyote Facts
The coyote is a member of the genus
Canis that includes wolves, coyotes,
jackals and domestic dogs. The Latin
name for the coyote is Canis latrans
which translates to mean “barking dog.”
If you have ever heard the yelping calls
of a pack of coyotes, you can appreciate
the Latin name. The coyote is about the
size of a medium-sized dog and can have
a coat of varying shades of gray, brown
and even red. The coyote is found
throughout North America. It originally
ranged primarily in the northwest corner
of the US, but it has adapted readily to
the changes caused by human occupation and, in the past 200 years, has been
steadily extending its range.
Food habit studies reveal that its principal diet is composed of mice, rabbits,
ground squirrels, other small rodents,
insects, even reptiles, and fruits and
berries of wild plants. In urban areas,
coyotes also prey on rats, squirrels, raccoons, opossums, Canada geese, ducks
and domestic pets (especially cats and
small dogs).
As humans expand their living areas
and coyotes expand their range as well,
contact is inevitable. Most of the time,
coyotes go out of their way to avoid

continued from page 1

humans, but they are discovering that
humans are a good source for food.
Resourceful and adaptable as coyotes
are, they will take advantage of this
when they can. There are some simple
things that you can do to ensure that we
co-exist with coyotes peacefully. These
include tightly capping our garbage
cans, not leaving pet food or food waste
outside, and not leaving our small pets
unaccompanied outside.

and Riverkeeper for the FMR.

Wildlife Corridor Project

As urban dwellers, we don’t usually
expect to see wild animals like the coyote
living in our midst. Personally, I feel
that it is exciting to see a little piece of
“wildness” right in the city. It reminds
us that if we can be good stewards of the
undeveloped lands in the city, animals of
all types may choose to take up residence
with us. I encourage anyone interested
in helping out with the Corridor Project
to contact Cheryl Nenn, FMR, or the
Urban Ecology Center to learn how you
can help survey the wildlife in our city.

Seeing coyotes and other wild animals
is pretty rare. Usually, when you are
looking for animals, you only see subtle
signs of their presence. These include
hair, tracks, rubbings and scat (droppings). The Friends of Milwaukee’s
Rivers (FMR) has initiated an exciting
new Citizen Science Project called the
Milwaukee River Corridor Project and is
working with a number of partners including high schools and other organizations such as the Urban Ecology Center
along the Milwaukee River corridor.
The goal of the project is to document
the animals that use this natural corridor to move from one area to the next.
They are studying the corridor all the
way from the city out to the headwaters
of the Milwaukee River. “Our vegetated river corridors are so important in
protecting water quality and providing
wildlife habitat. These corridors provide
movement pathways and food, water,
shade and resources to sustain wildlife
such as coyotes as they wander throughout our quickly developing world,” said
Cheryl Nenn, Corridor Project Director

An Environmentalist in Business School?
A year ago I was accepted into (and
this fall I started) a Master’s program in
Business Administration. Since being
accepted into the program, many friends,
peers and family have asked “What are
you going to do with a business degree?
What happened to studying bugs?” Out
of the discussions following that question, there were a few themes that I
would like to share with our readers.
First, I consider myself to be an environmental educator, not an environmen-

talist. Although there is debate about the
difference between the two, I think that
it is essential to make a clear distinction.
An educator has the responsibility to
teach critical thinking skills and to show
many sides to one issue. I would define
an environmentalist, on the other hand,
as an activist who often acts as a spokesperson for the environment.
So, as an environmental educator in
business school I have many goals. One
is to develop management skills needed

Some of the tools being employed as
a part of this project include setting up
tracking stations (complete with scent
baits) and infrared cameras. By getting
a number of high schools and citizens
involved in conducting the surveys along
the river, we hope to be able to document the animals using the corridor and
thus demonstrate the importance of their
protection.

For more information on Coyotes,
check out the following books/websites:
Twilight Hunters, Wolves, Coyotes, and
Foxes by Gary Turbak, Northland Publishing, 1987
Coyotes by Cherie Winner, Carolrhoda
Books Inc., 1995
Crafty Canines: Coyotes, Foxes and
Wolves by Phyllis Perry, Franklin Watts
Division of Grolier Publishing, 1999.
EEK Website www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/
caer/ce/eek/critter/mammal/coyote.htm

by Beth Fetterley, Education Director

to guide the financially solid, sustainable
expansion of the Urban Ecology Center.
This expansion will allow us to teach
three times more students than we teach
now. A common misconception of notfor-profit organizations is that they do
not need to generate revenue. Although
our mission is not to make a profit, we
do need to develop and maintain an income stream in order to continue to pay
our teachers and support the educational
Continued on page 8
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Astronomy Notes
Welcome to 2004! Wonderful sights
await sky watchers this year! June 8th Venus will transit the sun. Eye protection
is a must to watch this rare event. MidMay will bring comet NEAT (C/2001
Q4) to the skies, visible, we hope, to
the naked eye. The Perseid and Geminid meteor showers, August 11th and
December 13th, will be unhindered by
the moon; the Perseids have the potential
for increased numbers. A total lunar
eclipse will help celebrate Halloween on
October 28th.

by Art Paque and Woody Hagge, Community Volunteers

viewing. Full moon this month will be
on the 7th and is the Wolf/Frost in Tepee
Moon.
Ceres, the Earth’s largest inner asteroid,
is at opposition on January 9th, a good
time to see it. You will need binoculars
and a sky chart to see it. This will be a
challenge for most viewers. Go to http:
//www.rasnz.org.nz/MinorP/Ceres.htm
for information.

The “Notes” will have some new
features as part of the New Year. Web
site addresses will be included for those
seeking more information about a topic
and a sidebar has been added to give a
brief explanation of an astronomy-related
topic. If you have a question or topic of
interest, email it to
cbuhk@urbanecologycenter.org. I’ll
respond to it in a future issue, if possible.

Watch for Saturn around the 7th,
southeast of the moon in the southeast
sky. Venus and Uranus will be extremely
close together, January 15th; using binoculars look low in the southwest near
6 p.m. The moon will be southeast of
Mercury, January 20th; look very low in
the southeast just before dawn. Venus
will be south of the moon, look southwest after sunset. On the 27th watch for
the moon south of Mars in the southwest
after sunset.

January

February

The Quadrantid meteor shower peaks
on January 4th; watch after 11 p.m. The
radiant will be low in the north-northeast. There should be up to 40 per
hour, but a nearly full moon may hinder

The moon will be below Saturn in the
east after sunset on February 3rd. The
Snow/When Coyotes are Frightened full
moon will be on the 6th. Jupiter rises
below the moon on the 7th, about 8 p.m.,
and they will grow closer through the

night. Check for the moon and Venus
together on the 23rd, in the southwest
after sunset. The moon will be very close
to Mars in the southwest after sunset on
the 25th and Saturn will be below it in
the south-southeast after sunset on the
29th.

Magnitude
Magnitude is the brightness of an
object in the sky; a Greek astronomer, Hipparchus, divided stars into
groups based on their brightness.
First magnitude stars were the brightest, 2nd magnitude slightly more faint
and so on to the faintest stars he
could see, 6th magnitude.
Later measurements were more accurate and some 1st magnitude stars
were discovered to be much brighter
than others. The scale was extended
into negative numbers to accommodate this (0, -1, -2.). The brightest
star in the sky is Sirius, at magnitude
-1.4. Venus, the brightest planet,
is usually magnitude -4; while full
moon is magnitude -13. For more
information on magnitude go to:
http://liftoff.msfc.nasa.gov/academy/
universe/mag.html

Just for Fun
Everyday I beat my own personal record
for the largest number of consecutive
days that I am alive. –George Carlin
It is important to remember in a conversation that what you have to say is more
interesting to you that it is to anybody
else. –Andy Rooney
Intelligence is paying attention to the
right things. –Edward T. Hall
Some recently seen bumper stickers:
• If you can read this, I lost my trailer.
• What if the Hokey Pokey is what it’s
all about?
• Less is possible.

Some important reminders from the English
Department:
• Never use absolutes.
• A preposition is
something you should
never end a sentence
with.
• Don’t use a big word when a diminutive one will do.
• Stamp out and abolish redundancy.
• Eschew obfuscation.
• Always double check you’re spelling.
A hard boiled egg in the morning is hard
to beat.

Experience is a wonderful thing. It allows us to recognize a mistake when we
make it again.
A kindergarten teacher was observing
her classroom of children while they
drew. As she got to one little girl who
was working diligently, she asked what
the drawing was. The girl replied, “I’m
drawing God.” The teacher paused and
said, “But no one knows what God looks
like.” Without looking up from her
drawing the girl replied, “They will in a
minute.”
The best thing about always telling the
truth is that you don’t have to remember
anything. –Mark Twain
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JANUARY THROUGH FEBRUARY CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS
Unless otherwise indicated, participants meet at the Urban Ecology Center, 2808 N. Bartlett Ave. Scholarships are available for all fee
based programs. All programs are free and for everyone unless otherwise indicated.
For general information call 964-8505, or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Special Events

Winterfest

Speed Dating for Nature Lovers!

Saturday, February 7
12 noon – 4 p.m.
For everyone!
Free

Location:
The Twisted Fork, 2238 N. Farwell
Wednesday, February 11
7 p.m.
Pre-register by February 4th at
UrbanEcologyCenter.org
For singles, ages 21 & up
$15 (Members - $12)

Get to know your urban
wilderness in the wintertime! Huddle around
the fire on a cold winter
day, make popcorn, drink
hot chocolate and enjoy a
variety of activities from
snowshoeing and sledding
to nature hikes, crafts, live
animal feeding and other
activities for all ages.

Meet other nature-loving singles in an evening of speed
dating. Meet multiple singles in 5 minute mini-dates
and afterwards mark on your card who you would like
to meet again. If there’s a match, we’ll email you each
other’s contact information. An easy way to meet a
variety of people at once! Log onto www.UrbanEcology
Center.org for details.

Family Programs
Science Saturdays

Every Saturday
A drop-in program
Free - Donations welcome
Drop in anytime to discover
the world of science through
interactive activities, experiments or games.
January: Surprising Snow
February: Fundamentals
of Flight

Animal Feeding Time

Every Saturday
1 p.m.
Free - Donations welcome
Help feed the Center’s resident turtles and snakes as
you learn about the animals
that inhabit the Milwaukee
River Valley.

Storytime in the Park

Sundays, January 11
& February 15
2 - 3 p.m.
For accompanied preschool & kindergartners
$5 (Members - $3) per
child
Listen to nature stories at
the Ecology Center. Afterwards, meet animal friends
in our classroom or look for
new friends in the park!

Sunday Walk
for Families*

Sunday, January 18
(weather permitting)
2 - 3 p.m.
Adult: $5 (Members - $3)
Child: $4 (Members - $2)
A maximum of $15 will be
charged per family
Come explore Riverside
Park as a family! Take a
guided hike through the
natural area of the park and
look for animal life.

All About Snow

Saturday, January 31
2 - 3:30 p.m.
$5 (Members: $3)
Contact the Center at 9648505 to register.
Ever marveled at the mystery of snow falling? Get
answers to all your questions
about snow (or almost all of
them) in a hands-on exploration of winter’s magic. All
ages welcome.

Life Long Learning &
Citizen Science Lectures
The Friends of the
Great Green Macaw: A
Community Approach
to Saving an
Endangered Species

Speaker:
Steve Mahler, Board
Member, Friends of the
Great Green Macaw
Tuesday, January 13
7- 8:30 p.m.
$3 (Members: Free)
This project works with
local land owners to plant
native trees in an effort to
re-vegetate the lowland
rainforest of NE Costa Rica.
The goal of the project is to
create more suitable habitats
for this endangered species.
Steve will take you on a
virtual tour of the rainforest
flora and fauna, including
the Great Green Macaw.
Also, he will share how a
group of passionate college
students from UW-Stevens
Point banded together to
make a difference.

Improving the
Eastside's Bike
Infrastructure

Monday, February 2
7 p.m.
For: everyone
Free - Donations welcome
RSVP by Friday, January
30th to 964-8505
Make your voice heard!
The City of Milwaukee and
the Bicycle Federation of
Wisconsin are evaluating
the on-street bikeway network for possible improvements. Dave Schlabowske,
Bike Federation, will take
suggestions on where you
would like to see additional
bike lanes, bike racks, etc.
throughout the Eastside.
Meet other local biking supporters and make it easier
and more enjoyable for you
to ride.

River Reflections
Urban Adventures

Uses of Riverside Park:
A Visitor Survey
Speaker:
Jermia Njeru,
UW-Milwaukee
Tuesday, February 10
7 - 8:30 p.m.
$3 (Members - free)
During the summer of
2003, a number of UWMilwaukee students surveyed and interviewed
people using Riverside
Park. Jermia will share his
analysis and the results of
subsequent investigation of
the different groups that use
this urban green space.

Get to Know Your
Food: An Introduction
to Community
Supported Agriculture
Tuesday, February 17
7 p.m.
Free - Donations welcome
Meet Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
farmers and learn about
partnerships between
residents and local farmers
that bring healthy, sustainably-grown food to urban
neighborhoods.

Call the Center at 964-8505 to register at least two days before the
trip. Trips will run as scheduled, rain or shine.

Introduction to Cross
Country Skiing*

Wednesday, January 14
6 - 8 p.m.
$10 (Members - $7)
For adults & accompanied
children, ages 12 & up
Register by January 12.
Tell us your height & shoe
size.
Learn how to cross country
ski! Bring an adventurous
spirit; we’ll provide the skis
and hot chocolate. We will
start on the athletic fields
and then head into the
woods.

Cross Country Ski
in Lake Park*

Tuesday, January 27
6 - 8 p.m.
$10 (Members - $7)
For adults & accompanied
children, ages 12 & up
Register by January 23
Explore another of Frederick
Law Olmsted’s Milwaukee
Parks with us on skis. Meet
at the Center where we will
pick out skis and then van
down Newberry Blvd. to
Lake Park.

Celestial Navigation

Speaker:
Dan Fetterley
Thursday, February 26
7 - 8:30 p.m.
$3 (Members - free)
Before the days of GPS,
mariners used the stars,
moon, planets and other celestial objects to locate their
position in the vast ocean.
Dan Fetterley, an avid sailor
and amateur astronomer,
has used celestial navigation on several extended
ocean sails. Join him as he
explains some simple things
you can do to understand
how basic celestial navigation works.
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Introduction to
Snowshoeing*

Wednesday, February 18
6 - 8 p.m.
$8 (Members - $5)
For adults & accompanied
children, ages 12 & up
Register by February 16
Learn the basics of the ageold but recently popular
art of snowshoeing. Learn
about different styles of
snowshoes and how to select
a pair of snowshoes for your
needs. We will then explore
the evening ambiance of
Riverside Park from the
perspective of snowshoes.

Snowshoe at
Kettle Moraine*

Saturday, February 28
9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
$15 (Members - $10)
Register by February 25
For adults and accompanied children, ages 12 &
up
Explore the hilly terrain
of the Southern Kettle
Moraine State Forest on
snowshoes. Dress in layers
and bring water and a bag
lunch. Meet at the Center,
transportation provided. In
the event of no snow we will
hike.

*
Marked programs are not accessible for persons with
physical disabilities. All others have limited accessibility.
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Interest Groups

Wednesday Walks
With Ken*

Urban Stargazers

Early Morning
Birdwalks*

Vegetarian Potluck

Every Wednesday
9:30 -11 a.m.
Free - donations welcome
Explore Riverside Park with
our Executive Director, Ken
Leinbach. Call ahead to
confirm, 964-8505.

Every Thursday (excluding
January 1)
9 a.m.
Free - donations welcome
Interested bird watchers of
all ability levels are invited
to join us in exploring surrounding environs for bird
life. Dress for the weather.
Binoculars are available.

Burdock Brigade*

Every Tuesday, 9 - 11 a.m.
Saturdays, January 17,
February 7 & 21
9 - 10:30 a.m.
Free
Join us on cold winter days
as we clean seeds to be
planted for next year's plots.

Riverside Camera Club

Thursdays, January 8 &
February 5
7 - 9 p.m.
Free - donations welcome
On January 8, see a slide
program narrated by Jim
Lewis entitled Photographing Wildlife – where serendipity and pictures intersect.
Moose, great gray owls, red
squirrels and white-tailed
deer are a few of the wildlife
seen in this program featuring the wildlife of Quetico
Provincial Park. On February 5, hear professional
photographer Deone Jahnke
present her “My People”
program. Come and hear
the delights and dilemmas
of photographing people.

Thursdays, January 22 &
February 26
7 p.m.
Free - donations welcome
Please join us for information and sky-watching.
February's topic is Celestial
Navigation, see announcement on page 7.
Mondays, January 19 &
February 16
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults and accompanied children.
Free - donations welcome
Call 964-8505 to register.
Bring a plate and fork along
with your dish to share at
our picnic style meal.

Burdock Fest

Saturday, January 10
10 a.m. - 12 noon
Free
Be sure to join us at our
annual potluck gathering to
thank stewardship volunteers and hear park updates.
This year will include an
update and tour of the new
UEC facilities by Executive
Director Ken Leinbach.

Natural Landscape
Design

Saturday, January 10
at the Schlitz Audubon
Nature Center
9:30 - 11 a.m.
Free
Organized by the Wild
Ones, call 964-4481 for
information & car pooling

Native Landscaping
Conference

at UWM
Saturday, February 14
9:30 - 11 a.m.
Organized by the Milwaukee Audubon Society, call
(262) 375-1565
for information.

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer Orientation

Saturdays, January 17 & February 28
10 a.m. - noon
Free
Volunteers play a vital role in operating the Center. Come
to this informational session and learn about the Ecology
Center’s programs and how to get involved. We’ll take a tour
of Riverside Park and ride in our bi-fueled vans to our Hubbard Park river facilities.

Volunteers needed: Call Darrell at 964-8505 for more

information about how you can help at the events listed below.

Winterfest
Saturday, February 7
12 noon - 4 p.m.

Speed Dating for
Nature Lovers!
Wednesday, February 11
7 p.m.

An Environmentalist in Business School?
continued from page 4

programs. Business
school should provide
me with the tools needed
to plan revenue increases
designed to parallel program expansion.
Another goal is to gain
a more thorough understanding of the pressure
that corporations bear
when making decisions
that impact the environment. As an educator,
I would like business
leaders to understand that many of the decisions they make
each day have options and alternatives that impact the environment in different ways. That lesson can be taught well only if
the teacher fully understands the options and alternatives. A
recent project that the Urban Ecology Center has geared toward
businesses is the collaborative formation of the Great Lakes
Earth Institute (GLEI). Adult discussion courses offered and
promoted by GLEI encourage thoughtful decision making and
reflection in our daily work and home lives. These courses also
provide a respectful group setting in which to explore complex
issues such as sustainable communities, thoughtful living and
environmentally sound choices. My hope is to take some of our
adult discussion courses into local businesses so that their critical thinking skills are refreshed, supported and expanded.
Finally, I hope to inspire those who ask “Really? An environmentalist in business school?!” to think broadly about the tools
and skills needed to address the environmental illiteracy found
in today’s world.
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Thank You From the Center
In-kind donations:
Marcia & Elliot Coles –
skis, poles and boots
Jim Pochert - desk
Bill Rumpf - skis,
poles & boots
Pauli Taylorboyd microwave
Zilske Law Firm copy machine
Gifts given in memory of:
Jean M. Schrader
Susie Kasten
Tom Schrader
Welcome New and
Renewing Members:
Buzz & Barbara Althoen
Else Ankel
Edward & Kimberly
Apfelbach
Mrs. Robert Apple
Constance Arnosti
Janine Arseneau
Nancy Aten & Dan Collins
Julia & J.P. Atterberry
David Baum
Polly Beal
Carrie Beilke
Chris Beimborn
Edward & Janet Beimborn

Richard Birch &
Elisa Castellon
Ginny & Mike Bolger
Jennifer Bolger
Anne Booth &
Charles Trainer
Cheri & Thomas Briscoe
David & Diane Buck
Mary Buestrin
Linda Buestrin
Mary Carson
Anne Channell
Monique Charlier
Jean & Tom Churchill
Jean Cline
Joan Cook
Don Davis
The Delvecchio Family
Jackie Denison
Violet & Henry DeWind
David & Roberta Drews
& Family
Tom & Bette Drought
Steven R. Duback
Ginger Duiven
Joyce Ellwanger
Gabriele & Thomas
Eschweiler
Frank Evans
Daniel Feinstein &
Rose Ann Wasserman
Dan & Pat Fetterley
Matt & Sara Finesilver

Margot Fuchs
Shel & Danni Gendelman
Lori Gendelman
Sue, Dave & Patrick Geraghty
Mark Gill
Barbara Gilmore
Robert Gramann
Jean Groshek
Merilyn M. Grossman
Joyce & Jon Gudeman
John Gurda &
Sonja Nelson-Gurda
John Hammetter
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hanley
Philip & Connie Hardacre
B.R. Hartman & Paul Millea
David & Margarete Harvey
Paul & Mary Beth Haubrich
John & Anne Hazelwood
Nancy & Carl Hedman
Al Heldermon
David Hetzel
Ralph Hollmon
Suzy & Jim Holstein
Gerald & Barbara Hussin
Kate Huston
Jean Hutchinson
Lorraine Jacobs
Joan Janus
Rick & Kathy Johnson
Karen Johnson
Gabriele Jung
Charles & Mary Kamps

A special thanks goes to the following CommunityPartners for their support.

CG Schmidt

United Water

Beans & Barley

Maureen M. Kane &
Vala Mohr
Suzette Kappes
Clark Kaufmann &
Cate Deicher
Ronald & Mary Koeppl
Jerry & Kathy Krause
Robin Leenhouts
Ely Leichtling &
Sally Merrell
Mary L. Lewis
Theresa Lins
Carol Lord & Ed Muzik
Anne & Fred Luber
Kevin MacKey
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Mainman
Toni & Mark McBride
Patrick McGillian &
Tina Daniell & Family
Ken & Kitty McGinity
Kit & Joel McNally
The McSweeney Family
Gretchen Miller &
John Heywood
Amy & Bill Murphy
Mary Kae Nelson
Liesa Nesta
Mary Nolan
Michael & Sally Noonan
Rebecca North
James & Christine O’Brien
Linda & Pat O’Hara
Molly Pahl &
Andy Skwierawski
Virginia Palmer

REI, Inc.

Speed Dating for Nature Lovers
by Darrell Smith, Community Program Coordinator
The Urban Ecology Center is offering a
new event for the community: Speed Dating for Nature lovers. It’s a UEC twist on a
popular new way for singles to meet.
In speed dating, singles meet each other
for short five minute conversations over the
course of an evening. After each “minidate”, both people decide if they want to
meet the other person again and make a
note of it on a card. If there is a “match”,
both parties are notified and given each
other’s email addresses so they can be in
touch again. Speed dating has become a
popular alternative to the time consuming
process of sifting through personals or dating online. Why not sit down face to face,
ask a few important questions and get a
feel for the chemistry right from the start?
UEC’s speed dating adds the extra
ingredient of bringing together people who
share a common love of nature. The event
will be held on Wednesday, February 11th,
at 7:00 p.m. at the Twisted Fork restaurant
on the corner of North and Farwell Ave.
Admission is $15 ($12 for members) and

pre-registration is required online at our
website, www.urbanecologycenter.org
www.urbanecologycenter.org.
The registration deadline is February 4th.
Participants are guaranteed at least five
mini-dates and may have as many as fifteen
depending on the number of registrations
in their category. Dating is open to heterosexual, gay and lesbian singles in parallel
dating events. Heterosexual singles will
be divided into two age groups- 21 to 34,
and 35 and up. After the event, the center
will find the matches and email participants with the contact information (email
address only) of those who express similar
interest. Matches are guaranteed to be sent
before Valentine’s Day! The center does
not promise a match for every participant,
but does guarantee a lively atmosphere and
an exciting opportunity for area singles. In
the future, we hope to hold regular nature
outings for singles in the Milwaukee area.
So if you’re looking to meet someone new
and make a fresh start in the new year,
consider speed dating!
Remember, register on our website,
www.urbanecologycenter.org by February
4th. Spread the word!

Kathy Palmer
Mary Pauly Lacy
Thomas Pelletier
Jeanette Peltier
Glenn & Jayne Pelton
Miriam Reading &
Richard Miller
Ruth Renzelmann
Ann Ross MacIver
William & Eva Rumpf
Karen Samelson
Karen Sands
Jeewon Schally
Jane Schneider
Kathleen & Thomas Schrader
Carol Seaver
Al Sherkow & Deb Hartman
Dr. and Mrs. James Sherry
Janet Slater Brunlieb
Katherine Smith
Florence Sobczak
Leonard Sobczak
Barbara & Michael Spalda
Angelika Speckhard
Suzi Stoffel
Vince Vukelich
Carolyn Washburne
Sheldon & Wendy
Wasserman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Weiss
Gregory Wenzel
Gary & Jessica Wirth
Diane Wright
Christine Zapf
Bettie Zillman
Mary Jo Zimmer

A special thanks goes to the following
businesses for their continued donations.
Alterra Coffee
Roasters

Five Star Fish

Bayside Garden
Center

Hoffers Tropic
Life Pets

Cousins Subs
River Reflections is produced by Urban Ecology staff and the
members of the publicity committee. If you have any comments please call or write:
Urban Ecology Center, Riverside Park, 2808 N. Bartlett Ave.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
Phone: 414-964-8505
Email: uec@execpc.com
Website: www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Urban Ecology Center Staff
Executive Director
Ken Leinbach
Education Director
Beth Fetterley
Business Manager
Judy Krause
Citizen Science Research Liaison
Jim McGinity
Urban Adventures Coordinator
Dan Gray
Community Program Coordinator
Darrell Smith
Environmental Educators
Tim Vargo
Susan Winans
Editor
Carijean Buhk
Board of Directors 2002-2003
President
Vice President
Dennis Grzezinski
Lorraine Jacobs
Treasurer
Joan Cook

Secretary
Anne Steinberg

Building Campaign Co-Chairs
Tom Schrader
Susie Kasten
Members
Jennifer Bolger
Tony Brown Dick Burke
John Clancy
Storm Elser
Niki Espy
Dave Granados Jill Heller
Jane LeCapitaine Theresa Lins Rick Norris
Charla Reetz
Mark Sandy
Amy Watson
Ex Officio Board Members
Alderman Mike D’Amato

Supervisor Gerry Broderick



MEMBERSHIP



The benefits of membership include discounts on programs and products, invitations to special events, opportunities for neighborhood stewardship and a one year newsletter subscription. To become a member of the Urban Ecology Center, or to make a donation, please complete the
form below and return it to:
Urban Ecology Center
Riverside Park, 2808 N. Bartlett Ave.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53211
Cost
Total
Individual (member + 1 guest)
$25
$_______
Family
$35
$_______
Student
$12
$_______
One-year newsletter subscription, no other member benefits.
$10
$_______
Financial assistance is available. Please call for details.



DONATION



in addition to membership

The Urban Ecology Center has many new programs, a growing student body, expanding family involvement, ongoing research and necessary
facility improvements. Your financial contribution will help ensure that the Urban Ecology Center continues to provide an unforgettable experience for all.
Cost
Total
Support a community program.
$50
$_______
Support one half day at the Center by a school class.
$100
$_______
Support one full day at the Center by a school class.
$200
$_______
Support a neighborhood school for one year (26 field trips)
$3000
$_______
Please accept this donation for terrific service to the community
$_______
 I would like to volunteer at the Center. Please call me.
Name __________________________________________________
Phone _______________________
Email ____________________
Address ____________________________
City
___________________
State
_____
Zip
______
Memberships may be paid by check or credit card. Checks should be made payable to Urban Ecology Center.
Charge my membership to: o Master Card
o Visa
Card Number
_______ - _______ - _______ - _______ Expiration Date _____/_____
Signature _____________________________________________ Date ____________________

Young Naturalists, completed grades 5 & 6, July 26-30
Outdoor Detectives, completed grades 3 & 4, July 19-23
Nature Explorers, completed grades 1 and 2, July 12-16
Urban Ecologists, completed grades 7 & 8, July 6-9

Mark Your Calendars! Summer Camp 2004!!
Riverside Park
2808 N. Bartlett Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53211
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