VOLUME 20, NUMBER 6, NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2011

SCHOOLS: A FRESH PERSPECTIVE
by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director and Beth Fetterley Heller, Senior Director of Education and Strategic Planning

“I love coming to school because
I know that I’m loved here”.

It might seem a radical thought, but the
foundation of a good education in truth is
love. That is the bottom line. Love within
a school system as a factor for success in
our minds comes long before test scores,
lesson plans, merit pay, pensions, public
vs charter debates and curriculum change
strategies. If there were a way to measure
love ... there would be a clear correlation to
student success, motivation, attendance,
and achievement ... don’t you think?

This is a real quote, unsolicited,
from a real teenager ...Wow! When
you hear something like this from a
high school student you know that
something in the system is working.
We heard this from a student in
a school we recently visited in St.
Louis. However, we’ve heard similar
statements from students we work
closely with here in Milwaukee
too. Just yesterday one of our
Outdoor Leaders who was receiving visitors at our reception
desk shared with us how much he loved his school too.
Imagine love as a measurement of success in education!

It might seem a radical thought
but the foundation of a good
education in truth is love. That
is the bottom line. Love within a
school system as a factor for success
comes long before test scores,
before lesson plans, before merit
pay, before pensions, before public
vs. charter debates and before
curriculum change strategies.
If there were a way to measure
love within a school system there
would be a clear correlation to
student success, motivation,
attendance and achievement, don’t you think? We do.
If you read the news, you might think that kids in Milwaukee
are not getting educated, that schools
Continued on page 5

SWIFT DESCENT

DREAM BIG

by Dan Graves, Environmental Educator

by Daniel Rawley, Urban Ecology Center High School Outdoor Leader

Usually, students
from our partnering
schools in our
school program
come to the Center
in order to make a
deeper connection to
nature. This time,
however, it was
my turn to go to
one of our schools
to experience a
fantastic example
of bird behavior.

Imagine this — a world class 550 gallon aquarium filled
with thriving native Wisconsin fish and aquatic plant
species. Now picture the aquarium surrounded by fascinated
children and curious adults. The image you have in your
head will soon be a reality at the Urban Ecology Center’s
Native Wisconsin Animal Room in Washington Park!

Chimney Swift
(Chaetura pela
gica)
photo credit: do
minic sherony

On a warm late
summer night
in September,
with the full moon rising in the east, I witnessed one of the
coolest examples of “urban ecology” in
Continued on page 3

Thanks to a $5,000 DreamBig grant from Lead2Change,
Washington Park will soon have a community aquarium
called “Lake Wisconsin” to teach community members
about Wisconsin native fish. Founded by the Greater
Milwaukee Foundation, Lead2Change is a part of the
Youth in Service Fund, a youth-led organization that
funds youth-led projects in the Milwaukee community.
Growing up, I always had a strong interest in nature. When
I was a kid, I often caught animals and kept them as pets, so
I learned naturally how to care for them. I once even kept a
pet preying mantis and fed him crickets. My job at the Urban
Ecology Center as an Outdoor Leader
Continued on page 4
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DROPLETS
River Reflections is created and distributed
through a team effort by the following people:
Carijean Buhk, Ginger Duiven, Demetria
Dunn, Judy Krause, Jeff McAvoy, Pat Mueller,
Shirley Spelt and a volunteer mailing crew.



Contributing writers: Dan Graves,
Beth Heller, Willie Karidis, Ken
Leinbach and Daniel Rawley.
River Reflections is a publication of the
Urban Ecology Center, a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization. Thanks to the generous
annual contributions of 215 foundations,
corporations and organizations, over 2700
member and many in-kind donors the
Center serves over 80,000 people per year.
To make a contribution, please see page
14 for the easy to use form, visit our
website at www.urbanecologycenter.org
or call the Center at (414) 964-8505.
The Urban Ecology Center fosters
ecological understanding as inspiration for
change, neighborhood by neighborhood.
Our Environmental Community Centers:
• Provide outdoor science
education for urban youth.
• Protect and use public natural
areas, making them safe,
accessible and vibrant.
• Preserve and enhance these natural
areas and their surrounding waters.
• Promote community by offering
resources that support learning,
volunteerism, stewardship,
recreation, and camaraderie.
• Practice and model environmentally
responsible behaviors
Urban Ecology Center
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
(414) 964-8505 Fax: (414) 964-1084
uec@urbanecologycenter.org
Hours of operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Washington Park, 1859 N. 40th St.,
Milwaukee, WI 53208
(Mailing address: 4145 W. Lisbon Ave.,
Milwaukee, WI 53208)
(414) 344-5460 Fax: (414) 344-5462
wkaridis@urbanecologycenter.org
Hours of operation:
Tuesday - Friday: 4 - 7 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org
Connect with us!



Breaking new ground! We’d
like to thank everyone who made
our Menomonee Valley branch
groundbreaking event so special.
Special thanks to Laura Bray,
Executive Director, Menomonee
Valley Partners; Tom Barrett,
Mayor, City of Milwaukee; Michele
Deubel, Burke Foundation; Giacomo
Fallucca, President, Palermo’s
Pizza; Jeremy Belot, Project
Manager, Layton Boulevard West
Neighborhoods; Michelle Bria,
Executive Director, Journey House;
Sue Black, Director, Milwaukee
County Parks; Melissa Cook, Trail
Manager, WI DNR, Hank Aaron
State Trail; Mick Hatch, Board
President, Menomonee Valley
Partners and Partner, Foley &
Lardner, LLC.; and Jeff Geygan,
Board President, Urban Ecology
Center and President, Milwaukee
Private Wealth Management.
New faces. We’re thrilled to
welcome two staff members to
our Development and Marketing
Department: Lianna Bishop and
Michaela Lewellyn!
Lianna is stepping into the role
of Development and Marketing
Associate and is joining us as a
graduate fellow through Marquette
University’s Trinity Fellows
Program. She’ll be with us for 21
months while pursuing a master’s
degree in communications. She’s
our second Trinity Fellow and this
happens to be her second time
working with the Center; she was a
summer intern in 2007. Welcome
Lianna!
Michaela joins us as our part-time
Development Assistant. With over
six years of project and database
management experience, Michaela
will no doubt add efficiency to
our Development team. She also
hopes to cultivate her interest
in architecture, specifically
sustainable design and restoration,
by enrolling in a master’s program
this winter. Welcome Michaela!

WISH LIST
For Riverside Park

Contact: Judy Krause, 964-8505, x102.

• 3 umbrella stands
• Adult size mittens & gloves
• Apple PowerBook
• Field & lannon stone
• Ice cream buckets with lids
• iPad(s)
• Kernel popcorn
• Kids gardening gloves
• Leaf rakes
• Potting soil & quality topsoil
• Rain ponchos/jackets- all sizes
• Seasoned firewood
• Sweatpants
• Two-stage snow thrower
• Video camera
• Weed-whackers and scythes
• Wire garden fencing/ wire mesh
• Woodworking tools,
hand or powered
For Washington Park

Contact: Willie Karidis, (414) 344-5460.

• A fleet of 12 canoes
in good repair
• Aprons
• Blenders
• Canning supplies, jars with lids
• Cheese graters
• Cordless drill
• Cross country ski trail
grooming equipment
• Digital cameras
• Extension cords
• Fleece mittens
• Glass mesasuring cups
• Large capacity dehumidifier
• Mixing bowls & spoons
• Old fitted sheets
• Old flannel shirts
• Pitchforks
• Plastic cutting boards
• Plastic storage bins with lids
• Plexiglas
• Potato peelers, mashers
• Power strips
• Straw bales
• Tyvek
• Video camera
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FROM THE BOARD
by Jeff Geygan, President, Urban Ecology Center Board of Directors

Excitement abounds as we start our
new year! We broke ground on our
third center in the Menomonee Valley
in September which will open in the
fall of 2012, the Arboretum project
will begin to take shape, and as always
we will continue to improve on our
existing programs at both the Riverside
Park and Washington Park locations.
All of this work is made possible
by the dedicated effort of our staff
members who commit themselves
each day. Additionally, our many
volunteers are critical to the long term
success of our organization. Thanks
to all who make this possible!

I would also like to recognize all
Board members for the ongoing
efforts and the valuable insights
they provide to the organization.
The following individuals have agreed
to serve on the Board for another term:
Jennifer Bolger-Breceda, Pete Campbell,
Monique Charlier, Derek Deubel, Danni
Gendelman, Dennis Grzezinski, Troy
Hilliard, Bill Rumpf, Jim Schleif, Kathy
Werlein and Mary Witte. Many thanks
to each of you as well as other Board
members who continuously amaze me
with their level of personal commitment.

I would like to recognize the following
individuals who are leaving the
Board: Deborah Spanic, Tim Bowers
and Jeff Anthony. On behalf of the
entire Urban Ecology Center family,
thank you for your service, dedication
and wisdom. You will be missed.
Finally, I would like to invite everyone
to our Annual Membership Meeting
and Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
on Wednesday, November 16th. The
Annual Meeting portion of the evening
begins at 6:30 p.m. Your input and
support has been invaluable to the
organization over the years. Come and
celebrate another great year!

SWIFT DESCENT
continued from page 1

Milwaukee. With the help of Milwaukee
birding expert Paul Hunter, 3rd grade
teacher and ecologist extraordinaire from
St. Robert School in Shorewood, Sarah
Yannett, and at least 75 other folks
from the community counted roughly
425 chimney swifts as they descended
in full flight (and speed) into their roost
--- the unused incinerator chimney
at St. Robert School. What a sight!
Chimney swifts are fascinating birds
that are rarely seen when not in flight.
Their long claws are designed for
clinging to vertical structures (kind of
like woodpeckers) and their relatively
long wing-span makes nearly constant
flying the obvious choice for them.
The St. Robert swifts are taking
advantage of the last flux of autumn
flying insects in Wisconsin before
beginning the long migratory journey
back to their over wintering site in the
Western Amazon Basin. Historically,
chimney swifts nested in large hollowed
out trees. However, since the removal
of the old-growth forest in the Eastern
United States, chimney swifts have
adapted to use almost exclusively
man-made structures as their roosting
and nesting sites. The St. Robert’s

chimney is a perfect example of this.
According to Paul Hunter’s records,
St. Robert School has been a known
roosting sight for the past 7 years.

and we have this amazing, live resource
right outside our walls (literally) that
brings science to a new level!” she said.
Students from St. Robert School were
also captivated by seeing the swifts:
“I thought it looked like they
would smash into the chimney
when they dropped in! It was
really amazing.” Anna, age 10.
“It looked really cool! I had never
seen birds act like that before. It
looked like they were getting sucked
in by a vacuum.” Honor, age 9.

Cousin of the Chimney Swifts, Vaux’s Swifts (Chaetura vauxi)
circle their evening roost. photo credit: Arran_Edmonstone

Over those years, both the school
and the community have taken
quite an interest in the swifts. Sarah
Yannett, who organized this event
for the community, loves having the
opportunity to connect her students
to nature in their neighborhood.
“Here we are at school studying animal
adaptations and extinctions from a book,

“They looked like black bats
being sucked into a giant
vacuum.” Jimmy, age 8.
One of the primary goals of the Urban
Ecology Center is to encourage people
to explore the natural world in their
own neighborhood. I was so encouraged
to see how community members,
partnering teachers and students, and
citizen scientists rallied together to see
such a special event take place. This is
truly urban ecology at its best!
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DREAM BIG
continued from page 1

has given me many opportunities to
do the things I love. In Washington
Park, I was immediately drawn to the
Native Wisconsin Animal Room. It
was a place for me to learn, teach and
implement my ideas. When I was asked
to lead this grant I was thrilled!
This was a huge project, so I enlisted
some help. Brett Tobin from Marquette
High School was the first to answer the
call. He had been a volunteer at the
Washington Park branch, so we knew he
would be a good fit. Together we wrote
the grant with the help of Washington
Park Branch Manager Willie Karidis
and submitted it to Lead2Change.
Soon after we submitted the grant, we
were called back to give a presentation.
This presentation really needed to
showcase what our project was all
about, so we drafted the help of two of
Washington Park’s Young Scientists,

From left to right, Danie
l’s

Donald and Donovin. They love the
Animal Room so we knew they would
be thrilled to help us out! Next, we
needed some “fish experts”. Nick,
an Outdoor Leader, and Calvin, a
seasoned volunteer, took on the job of
researching the fish species to be put
in the tank. We wanted to help the
audience picture how large this tank
would be, so we cut out a piece of paper
8 feet wide and 3 feet tall, the size
of the tank. On it we drew many of
Wisconsin’s native fish that our “experts”
recommended. With that last step, we
were prepared for the presentation.

Afterwards, Donovin shared with us
a few comforting words; “We got it.
We got it. Seriously, we got it.”

The day of the presentation, I woke
up to terrible news. My grandfather
unexpectedly passed away that morning.
He was a quiet man who showed great
leadership. I knew he wouldn’t want me
miss the presentation. We had to fight
and give it our best. The presentation
went very well. The crowd loved us!

Through this process, I have learned
that it is important to have dreams.
If you work hard, you can make
them a reality. We did it, and “Lake
Wisconsin” is going to soon become a
showcase for Washington Park!

grandmother, Daniel, Hi
gh School Outdoor Leader
Iemoni Moses

and Daniel’s mom

It turns out that Donovin was right! We
were awarded the DreamBig grant, and
we have the oversized check to prove
it. The next step was to turn our words
into actions. Craig Berg, the Milwaukee
County Zoo’s Aquarium and Reptile
curator, was the first person we talked
to. He shared in our excitement and
agreed to counsel us throughout the
process of building our fish community.
We are thrilled to have his help!
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SCHOOLS: A FRESH PERSPECTIVE
continued from page 1

are not functioning and that teachers
are not teaching. There is no question
that current budgets make for additional
challenges and that class sizes, teacher
attrition and administrative changes
are cause for worry, but the view from
the Urban Ecology Center is much
more optimistic. We work every day
with amazing teachers, administrators
and, best of all, students. In every
newsletter we showcase students in
Riverside and Washington Park who
are really “getting it” — they are
engaged in hands-on applied science
and learning within the context of a
dynamic ecosystem. Inspiring yes — but
the picture is much bigger and brighter
than these small, every day victories.
At the Urban Ecology Center we are
in a unique position to really see the
education system up close and personal.
We partner with over 40 individual
schools. A little over half of the schools
we serve are public with the rest being
charter, choice and private. Our work is
about developing close relationships with
the teachers, students, administration
and support staff of the schools we
serve. We work with, team teach with
and provide training and resources to
these schools; some of whom we have
worked with for over a decade! Guess
what? Schools are “getting it” too.
Each of the schools we serve has its
own culture of learning and specific
curricular goals but the unifying
theme we find in these schools is love
for their students. It’s inspiring. It is
equally inspiring to us that despite
increasing financial pressures and the
recent financial cuts and strains on
resources, schools value hands-on science
and environmental education. Schools
know that kids need to apply what they
study in school to the world outside of
their classrooms and they see the Urban
Ecology Center as a venue to do this.
This is why our return rate year to year,
once a school becomes a partner with
us, is over 95%. Even in this difficult
year this is true! The schools “get it”.

The school district “gets it” too. This
past year we were invited to serve as
advisors for the Milwaukee Public
Schools Comprehensive Math and
Science Plan. This plan, as well as the
plan for literacy, is based upon the
nationally embraced Common Core
standards and the Next Generation
science standards. Sounds pretty dry,
huh? Actually it is one of the most
exciting advances we’ve seen in education
in our collective years in the field. The
Common Core are “opt-in” standards;
they are not required. However, over
40 states have chosen to adopt these
standards for public schools and many
charter and private schools are embracing
them as well. The Common Core
standards prioritize integrated learning
and the Next Generation standards
focus on understanding systems, like
ecosystems, where there is overlap of all
the sciences: physical, chemical, life and
earth sciences. We think this is a very
positive move in the right direction.
During the Center’s annual education
department retreat, our environmental
educators reviewed these standards and
were excited by the comprehensive,
integrated approach which will be
guiding our schools. This all corresponds
well with our own move to embrace
the system’s thinking approach to
teaching. A recent meeting with Gregory
Thornton, superintendent of Milwaukee
Public Schools, revealed that he and
his teams are in complete alignment
with us on this and are seeking deeper
connections with us at the district level.
How cool is that? At the core, what
excites us most in all of this is the deep
commitment and love (there’s that word
again) for the children being served
whom we are fortunate to see first hand
at all levels of the system. This is what
should be reported in the newspaper!
Finally, we are encouraged on the
national scene. Not only is there much
unity over the Common Core standards

from state to state, but we have a
unique opportunity at the national
level to work with stakeholders focused
on improving education for our youth
through a systems thinking approach.
Working side by side, a select set of
students, teachers, school administrators
and community stakeholders from nine
school districts across the nation are
building deeper ways to engage students
in learning. The group is called SoL
Ed (Society of Organizational Learning
Education Partnership). We’ve been
invited to the table because of our
unique role in the educational fabric
of Milwaukee ... and the recognition
that sustainability education is critical
for the future. As ecologists, this
comes naturally to the Center.
The people who have embraced this
movement know the challenges our
nation is facing and are cognizant of the
urgent need to grow problem solvers,
critical analyzers, self-actualized learners
and systems thinkers. SoL Ed includes
the likes of Peter Senge of systems
thinking fame, Jamie Cloud of the
Cloud Institute, Michael Marlow of the
Academy for Systemic Change, Lees
Stuntz of the Learning Exchange out of
MIT and leaders from E3 of Washington,
the Center for Ecological Culture.
Also involved are superintendants
from all over the country including
Maplewood/Richmond Heights School
District in St. Louis, Winston Salem/
Forsythe County School District
in North Carolina and the Tucson
Unified School District in Arizona.
Even with all these education experts,
in the end it was the youth involved
as equals at the table that we found to
be the most inspiring as evidenced by
the title quote “I love coming to school
because I know that I’m loved here”.
They all “get it” and, as part of
the solution, so do we.
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RP

= Riverside Park

WP

= Washington Park

CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS
SPECIAL EVENTS

ANNUAL MEETING*
Catch up on all that the Center has done throughout
this past year and look with us into the future. All
members are invited to the Center’s Annual Meting. This
is your chance to connect with our staff and leadership.
Afterward, stay for a yummy dessert, meet other
members and learn about our vibrant volunteer prgram.
Wednesday, November 16
6:30 - 7 p.m.
For adults & accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

HONEYBEE JAMBOREE*
Bring the family to enjoy treats from the hive.
Beekeepers and artisans will lead demonstrations,
have bee-sourced items for sale and, of course, honey
to sample. Learn about bees and the many things they
offer us and get some local treats for the holidays.
Saturday, December 10
1 - 3 p.m.
For all ages
$10, (Nonmembers - $15)
Free for kids ages 10 and under
Call to register, 964-8505
A R T AT UE C
NOW SHOWING:
NATURE AND LANDSCAPE
Kileigh Hannah’s paintings deal with the temporal nature
of experiencing one’s environment. What is stored in a glance
is translated into paintings that use layers of color and graphic
shapes that play off painterly expressions of movement.
Beverly Schwabe’s work is in monotypes, a one-of-a-kind print
process. Beverly’s landscape monotypes will leave viewers feeling
connected to the natural world they have experienced or imagined.
Art show runs
through December 16 R P

CANDLELIGHT
WALK*
Celebrate the Winter Solstice!
Explore Riverside Park by
candlelight with a guided walk
accompanied by poetry and
readings of the season. After the
walk return to the Center to warm
yourself by the fire and for apple
cider, snacks and music by Regina
Gallero. Walks leave every 15
minutes starting at 7pm, music
begins at 7:30pm.

Riverside Park
Friday, December 16 | 7 - 9 pm
For all ages
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

RP

= Riverside Park

WP
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= Washington Park

F A M I LY P R O G R A M S
YOUNG SCIENTISTS CLUB*
The Young Scientist Club is an excellent opportunity for kids
to learn more about science and nature. Every day we’ll jump
right in and learn something new. We’ll do and learn all sorts of
stuff like taking care of our animals, hiking through our urban
wilderness, helping with stewardship projects and learning about
birds, science and research! Every day will be different!
At Riverside Park
Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays except November 16,
and 23 & December 19, 2011 through January 4, 2012
4 - 5:30 p.m.
RP
For kids 5 and up
$5 annual fee
(Plus suggested daily donation - $5)
Space is limited to 12 participants, please
call ahead to register, 964-8505

At Washington Park
Every Tuesday through Friday
4 - 6 p.m.
and Every Saturday
1 - 4 p.m.
through December 22,
except November 16, 23,
24 & 25

WP

Please note: from Tuesday, December 27 through
Thursday, December 29, Washington Park
Young Scientists will meet from 1 - 4 p.m.
For kids ages 7-12 years old
$10 annual membership
Call to register, 964-8505

FAMILY FUN FRIDAY!*
Celebrate the end of another
successful week with an afternoon
of fun for the whole family at the
Urban Ecology Center. Join us
for nature crafts and a fabulous
fall hike. All ages welcome!
Fridays, November
18 & December 9
5 - 6 p.m.
For families
WP
Adults: $3
(Nonmembers - $5)
Children: Free - donations
appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
STORY TIME IN THE TIPI
Gather around the fire in the tipi
on our roof for some stories old and
new. Warm up afterwards with
hot cocoa. Come help keep the
oral tradition of storytelling alive!
Sunday, December 4
12:30 - 2 p.m.
For kids, ages 4 & older
accompanied by an
adult (Nonmembers - $7
per person or $24 for
families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505

SCIENCE SATURDAYS
AND SUNDAYS*
Drop in and discover the world of
science through self-led interactive
activities and crafts. Theme for
November & December: The
Wonderful World of Water
Drop-in program
Every Saturday except
December 24
RP
9:30 - 4:30 p.m. and
Every Sunday except
December 25
12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
ANIMAL FEEDING*
Help feed the Center’s resident
turtles, snakes and fish.
Every Saturday except
December 24
at Riverside Park &
December 24 & 31 at
Washington Park
RP
1 p.m.
For everyone
Free donations
WP
appreciated

HOMESCHOOL SERIES

FALL FAMILY FUN HIKE
Autumn is a great season for hiking. Join a naturalist on a stroll
through Riverside Park. We’ll learn through play and exploration
about the plants and animals that live in Milwaukee with us.
Saturday,
RP
November 12
10:30 a.m. - noon
For kids, ages 5 & older accompanied by adult
$4 per person or $12 for families of 4 or more (Nonmembers
- $7 per person or $24 for families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505

BIRDS ON A MISSION
Every year millions of birds embark
on amazing journeys for seasonal
migration. We’ll discuss the ins and
outs of avian migration and take a
bird-oriented hike with binoculars.
Wednesday,
RP
November 2
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For kids, ages 5 & older
$5 (Nonmembers - $7)
Call to register, 964-8505

MILWAUKEE ANIMALS
Many animals call Milwaukee
home. We’ll study mounted
animals and live specimens from
our animal room. We’ll follow
this with a hike in Riverside
Park to see what wild Milwaukee
animals we can find on our own.
Wednesday,
December 7
WP
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For kids, ages 5 & older
$5 (Nonmembers - $7)
Call to register, 964-8505

H O L ID AY H O UR S
VISIT US OVER
THE HOLIDAYS!
Come for a break during the holiday rush.
We’re open, except for the times and days listed
below. Not sure if the location you wish to visit
is open? Please call 964-8505 for Riverside
Park and 344-5460 for Washington Park.

CLOSINGS

SPECIAL WINTER BREAK HOURS:

Both locations will be closed on
November 24, 25, December 24,
25 & 31, 2011 & January 1, 2012

Riverside Park location will be open
from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. on December 22,
23, & 26-30, 2011 & January 2, 2012

In addition, our Washington Park
location will be closed on November
16 (afterschool only), 23, 24, 25,
December 23 - 26, & December
30, 2011 - January 1, 2012

Washington Park location will be open
from 1 - 4 p.m. on December 27 - 29

8

RP

= Riverside Park

WP

= Washington Park

A D U LT L E A R N I N G
MEXICO’S MONARCH
BUTTERFLIES*
Come see stunning photos and
hear from adventurous Milwaukee
travelers who visited the winter
sanctuary of the Monarch
butterflies in Mexico last winter. As
butterflies that spent late summer
in Wisconsin are flying south this
month, we prepare for a return trip
to witness their amazing migration.
Tuesday,
November 1
RP
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
BEESENTATIONS - ALL
ABOUT THE BEES!*
Bees and Beekeeping revealed! Bees
play an important role in our food
systems. This is an introduction
to bees and beekeeping. Learn the
difference between wasps and bees.
Discover who’s inside the hive and
how Man has managed bees for
pollination and honey. Whether
you want to start a dance with bees
through beekeeping, or just learn
of the dance they do to find nectar,
this course gets you buzzing.
Tuesdays,
November 1, 15,
RP
December 6 & 20
7 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$10 (Nonmembers - $15)
Call to register, 964-8505
BASIC ENERGY
LITERACY*
One side tells us there is plenty of
oil left, another group gives glowing
images of the new green energy
economy that will get us off of oil.
Which, if either, is right? How can
you know? The competing views,
however different, are counting on
one thing in common: that we the
consumer or citizen do not have
the tools or knowledge necessary
to assess their claims or make
informed decisions. We will discuss
the concepts and numbers necessary
for a more accurate and critical
understanding. Be sure to attend
our program Energy & the Economy
on November 12 to continue
learning about this important topic.
Saturday,
RP
November 5
10:30 a.m. - noon
For adults
$5 (Nonmembers - $7)
Call to register, 964-8505

ORNITHOLOGY
WORKSHOPS*
Please join us for a slideshow
delving into the wonders of the
bird world, followed by a dusk
bird walk. Binoculars provided.
Saturday,
RP
November 5
3:30 - 5 p.m. &
Saturday, December 3
2 - 4:30 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Nonmembers - $10) Free
for regular birding volunteers
Call to register, 964-8505
BEEKEEPING BASICS
COURSE: 3-PART
SERIES & TEST*
Three 2-hour courses will give
you the foundation to start
beekeeping in a Top Bar Hive.
We cover setup, installing the
queen, inspections, harvesting,
what you can expect and how
to deepen your new relationship
with bees. Course includes Barefoot
Beekeeping by Phil Chandler. You
are required to take a test, attend
a Beesentation and hands-on class
in spring to receive the Beepod
Certificate for Beekeeping.
Mondays
RP
November 7, 14 &
21 or December 5,
12 & 19
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$85 (Nonmembers - $100)
Call to register, 964-8505
MANAGING
FLOODPLAINS AND
FLOODWAYS FOR A
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE*
Speaker: David Fowler, Milwaukee
Metropolitan Sewerage District.
It has always been the intention
of Congress to use our natural
resources in a sustainable way.
However, the reality is that we
have seldom achieved this goal.
Learn how our country’s future
faces tough choices on the use of our
floodplains and floodways. Impacts
from structural flood control
projects have resulted in both short
term and long term consequences
on these natural drainage systems.
Hear about design solutions for an
economically and environmentally
sustainable watercourse system.
Tuesday, November 8
7 p.m.
RP
For adults
$5 suggested donation
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

YOUTHAITI: HEALING
ECOSYSTEMS ABROAD*
Billions of people around the world
live with no access to sanitation.
Youthaiti is an organization that
addresses this issue in the poorest
country in the Americas. Come
hear the story of local nurse
practitioner Gigi Pomerantz and
how she has helped Haitian youth
protect their environment though
the creation of composting toilets.
Wednesday,
November 9
WP
7 - 8 p.m.
For adults & accompanied
children, ages 10 & older
$5 (Nonmembers - $10)
Call to register, 964-8505
ENERGY AND THE
ECONOMY*
In this follow up class to “Basic
Energy Literacy” we will address
the way energy and the economy
are intertwined. While we all
realize that high energy costs can
provide a drag upon the economy,
but the connections may be
deeper than that. What if our
entire economic structure and all
the expectations we take from it
about our lifestyles, including our
prospects for the future, are built
on the availability of a very specific
type of cheap and abundant energy?
Class 1 helpful but not essential.
Saturday,
RP
November 12
10:30 a.m. - noon
For adults
$5 (Nonmembers - $7)
Call to register, 964-8505
SANDHILL CRANES
AT JASPER PULASKI
Each fall tens of thousands of
sandhill cranes congregate in the
shallow marshes of the JasperPulaski Wildlife Area in Indiana
to reinforce pair bonds. Travel with
Research Manager Tim Vargo to
witness one of the Midwest’s most
amazing wildlife spectacles.
Saturday,
November 12, 9
a.m. through Sunday,
November 13, 5 p.m.
For adults
RP
$125
(includes lodging)
(Nonmembers - $150
(includes lodging)
Contact Tim at tvargo@
urbanecologycenter.org
or 964-8505 to register

BOOK CLUB*
The Book Cub meets to discuss
an environmentally themed
book. Newcomers and ongoing
participants are invited to come
enjoy the conversation and
refreshments. November’s title:
The Immortal Life of Henrietta
Lacks by Rebecca Skloot.
Saturday,
RP
November 19 (no
December meeting)
10 - 11 a.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
ENVIRONMENTAL
SHORT FILMS*
Join UW-Madison filmmaker
Kevin Gibbons for a screening
and discussion of several “green”
short films, including his own
America’s Dairy Land. These films
were designed to investigate and
expand on just what makes a film
“environmental” and each focuses
on a different environmental
issue facing Wisconsin.
Wednesday,
WP
November 30
6 - 7:30 p.m.
For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
WILDERNESS OF
DENALI 100*
Experience the winter solitude
of 61 days in the backcountry of
Denali National Park, Alaska
with our Branch Manager, Willie
Karidis. Willie retraces the steps
of pioneering naturalist Charles
Sheldon, 100 years after he explored,
hunted and lived off the land of
Denali. Karidis learned all he
could about Denali, the winter
wilderness and ultimately, himself.
Wednesday,
December 7
WP
7 - 8 p.m.
For adults & accompanied
children, ages 10 & older
Adults: $5 (Nonmembers
- $10)
Children: Free donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505
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A D U LT L E A R N I N G C O N T I N U E D
URBAN HOMESTEAD SERIES
BAKING WITH ALTERNATIVE FLOURS*
Now that you’ve learned how to process locally grown flours, learn how
to use them in baked goods. Trained pastry chef Annie Wegner LeFort
will share and demonstrate recipes for using homemade alternative
flours — such as acorn and sunchoke — to make both sweet and savory
baked goods. Taste some incredible new flavors and learn to prepare
unique dishes you can serve at your upcoming holiday gatherings.
Samples will be provided. (This class is a complement to October’s
“Making Alternative Flours,” though that course is not a prerequisite.)
Monday,
RP
November 14
6:30 - 8 p.m.
$20 (Nonmembers - $25)
Call to register, 964-8505
USING YOUR PRESERVES CREATIVELY
DEMONSTRATION*
Want to learn to use your home-canned, dried, or frozen goods?
Master Food Preserver Annie Wegner LeFort will share and
demonstrate creative ways to use these homemade products in
appetizers, entrees and desserts. Think beyond spreading your jam
onto toast and serving salsa with chips. Learn how to get more
out of the flavors of the season. Samples will be provided.
Thursday,
RP
November 17
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults & accompanied children
$20 (Nonmembers - $25)
Call to register, 964-8505
KNIFE BASICS*
If the thought of slicing and dicing all those fresh local vegetables prevents
you from cooking from scratch, come and learn how to “sharpen” your
basic knife skills in this hands-on class. Trained chef Annie Wegner
LeFort will teach basic cutting techniques as well as discuss selection and
care of knives for food preparation. Sign up today to “hone” your skills.
Monday,
December 12
RP
7 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$10 (Nonmembers - $12)
Call to register December 8, call 964-8505

STUDENT INTERN
RESEARCH PROJECTS*
This program will highlight
student and volunteer research
projects conducted in Riverside Park
throughout the year. Each student
will present a short summary of his/
her work, which includes remote
censusing of animals, studies
of the State-threatened Butler’s
Gartersnake, Monarch butterfly
studies and bat monitoring.
Tuesday,
December 13
RP
7 p.m.
For adults
$5 suggested donation
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Join thousands of volunteers from
around the world as we collect data
for an international database that
has been monitoring population
trends for over 100 years! At
Riverside Park we will hike north
to Capitol Drive along the east bank
of the Milwaukee River, stop for a
quick brunch (bring brunch money
with you), return along the west
bank and then continue to Lake
Park for refreshments and more
birding. At Washington Park we
will take a leisurely stroll around the
130-acre park. Please dress for the
weather — binoculars available.
Saturday,
December 17
RP
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday,
December 17
9 - 11 a.m.

WP
For adults
$5 donation to
National Audubon Society
Call to register, 964-8505

URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER TOURS
RIVERSIDE PARK BUILDING TOUR*
Get an insider’s view of Riverside Park’s innovative building design and programming through these staff-led tours.
Wednesdays, November 9, 23 & December 14
RP
9 - 10:15 a.m.
For adults & accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
BOOK YOUR OWN TOUR!*
Have a group of five or more who want to visit any of our branches? We offer private tours of our green building, park,
gardens and branch locations. Please contact Mike at mlarson@UrbanEcologyCenter.org for fees and scheduling.

URBAN
ADVENTURES
SPONTANEOUS
WINTER ADVENTURES
When snow is in the air, the
adventure is bound to fare.
Email Chad at cthomack@
urbanecologycenter.org to
get word of spontaneous
snowshoeing, skiing
and winter outings.
Everyone is welcome!

AFTER
THANKSGIVING
HIKE
Looking for a good way to
work off that turkey, potatoes,
cranberries, stuffing and
pie? Come spend some time
with us! This guided hike
will offer a glimpse into the
ecology of the river and the
work being done to restore the
river to its full beauty. Come
prepared for the weather.
Saturday,
RP
November 26
1 - 3 p.m.
For adults &
accompanied children
Adults: $8
(Nonmembers - $10)
Children: $6
(Nonmembers - $8)
Call to register,
964-8505
INTRO TO X-C
SKIING
Trying to find a way to enjoy
cold winter days? Learn how
to cross country ski! Bring
an adventurous spirit; we’ll
provide the skis and hot
chocolate. We will begin
on the athletic fields and
then head into the woods or
down the bike trail. Make
sure to dress in layers.
Saturday, December 17
10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
or Tuesday,
RP
December 20
1 - 3:30 p.m.
For adults &
accompanied chidren,
ages 12 & older
Adults: $10
(Nonmembers - $13 )
Children: $7
(Nonmembers - $10)
Registration required
call, 964-8505

10

RP

= Riverside Park

WP

= Washington Park

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
VOLUNTEER
ORIENTATIONS*
Want to spend more time outside?
Looking to work alongside
ecologically-minded people?
Interested in sharing your gifts with
the community? Come find out how
you can contribute your time and
talents to the Urban Ecology Center.
Saturdays, November
5 or December 3
10:30 a.m. - noon
RP
Fridays, November 11
or December 16
3 - 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, November 22
5:30 - 7 p.m.
Saturdays,
November 5, 19,
December 3 or 17
10 - 11 a.m.

WP

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION
DINNER AND ANNUAL MEETING*

For adults & youth
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

Join us for an evening of food and friendship as we say
“thank you” to all of the wonderful volunteers who
helped make the Urban Ecology Center a success!
Come for dinner, dessert and a few surprises.
Wednesday, November 16
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
At Riverside Park
For members & volunteers
Free - donations appreciated
Please RSVP by November 9, call 964-8505

PAPERMAKING*
Join other volunteers as we learn
the art of recycled papermaking
to create beautiful gifts for
our Center’s supporters.
Every Wednesday
through December 7
except November 16
4 - 6 p.m.
RP
For teens, adults &
accompanied children,
ages 12 and under
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
FORESTRY FRIDAYS
Come help us work to improve the
health of our forest in Riverside
Park and the Milwaukee Rotary
Centennial Arboretum! Join the
Urban Ecology Center Forestry
Specialist to meet friends, have
fun and make a lasting, positive
impact on the earth while we
remove invasives, plant trees and
control erosion in the park.
Every Friday except
November 25
RP
2 - 4 p.m.
For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

PARK RANGERS
Kick off your weekend at either
branch of the Center and help keep
our parks clean, safe and accessible.
Dress for the weather and join other
volunteers as we walk through
the parks picking up trash and
noting any maintenance needs.
Saturdays,
RP
November 12 & 26
(No Park Rangers
at Riverside in December)
9 - 10:30 a.m.
Every Saturday
through
December 17
9 - 10 a.m.

WP

For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
BURDOCK BRIGADE
OPPORTUNITIES
The Burdock Brigade engages in
hands on restoration activitiesremoving exotic invasive
plants and propagating and
planting native species in order
to preserve and restore native
vegetation and wildlife habitat.
WASHINGTON PARK
SENIOR CENTER
Join us as we work with help
from the Washington Park
Senior Center particpants.
Thursdays, November 3,
17, December 1 & 15
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
WASHINGTON PARK
Join us as we work with help
from Young Scientists Club.
Every Thursday except
November 24 and
December 29
WP
4 - 5 p.m.
RIVERSIDE PARK
RP
Every Tuesday
9 - 11 a.m.
Saturdays November 5,
19, December 3 & 17
9 - 10:30 a.m.
For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

RP

= Riverside Park

WP

11

= Washington Park

INTEREST GROUPS
VICTORY GARDEN
INITIATIVE: EAT
AND MEET*
The first Tuesday of every month,
VGI has its monthly potluck to
connect our members, plan projects
and learn about better ways of
growing our own food.
November: Top 10 Fruit and
Nut Tree Picks for Your Own
Urban Food Forest! Attendees
will learn to place varieties in special
symbiotic clusters called Guilds,
which optimize space, production
and pest management. You can
then order these trees through VGI’s
annual Fruit and Nut Tree Sale.
December: International
Permaculture with Kata
Young and a Special Holiday
Potluck. Kata has travel
extensively through Central
and South America practicing
permaculture and will give a
presentation on her experience.
Tuesdays,
November 1 &
RP
December 6
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For all ages
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
COMMUNITY
LIVING OPTIONS
GROUP-MILWAUKEE
(COLOG MILW)*
We welcome those interested in
exploring all options of intentional
community living and housing.
Interest in cohousing options is
directly related to the sustainability
and practicality of shared living.
We gather to learn, support and
promote each other’s ideas and
endeavours.
November: Look at Our Past,
Talk About Our Future. COLOG
has been meeting for over two years.
It’s time to look at what we have
accomplished. Once examined,
the past can guide the future.
Participate in activities, group
discussions and help shape goals for
2012.
December: Winter Celebration.
Let’s come together just to
enjoy each other’s company!
We’ll share good food (pot
luck style), share our stories and
work together on something
fun to make as a community.
Tuesdays, November 1
(one week earlier
RP
than usual)
& December 13
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

UEC PHOTO CLUB*
Explore nature in an artistic light
and develop new skills. Check out
our website at www.uecpc.org
Thursdays,
November 3 &
RP
December 1
6:30 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
FRIENDS OF REAL FOOD*
Share a potluck dinner and join the
enthusiastic, informative discussion.
November: Hazelnuts &
Naturally Raised Animals.
Speaker: Jeannie Herold, Hazel
Valley Farm. Jeannie will share
her philosophy of farming —
fresh air, natural spring water,
sunshine, hormone and antibiotic
free, chemical free, naturally raised
animals. She grows hazelnuts
and raises grass fed lambs, pigs,
chickens and turkeys in nearby
Eagle, Wisconsin, in the shadows of
the Southern Kettle Moraine State
Forest.
December: Farming
Cooperatively: Fondy Farm
Project Season in Review.
Speaker: Stephen Petro. Come
join a lively discussion with farm
manager Stephen Petro about
the Fondy Farm Project and its
inaugural season on 40 acres of
land in Port Washington. The
purpose of the Fondy Farm Project
is to build a secure, economically
viable farm cooperative for
small-scale, local immigrant and
limited resource farmers that will
provide fresh food for the people
residing on Milwaukee’s north side;
taking a multifaceted approach
at solving local food issues.
Wednesdays,
RP
November 9 &
December 14
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
URBAN STARGAZERS*
Join us for fun, information
and stargazing.
Thursdays,
RP
November 10 &
December 8
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

URBAN ECHO POETS*
Our purpose is to observe and
experience nature, then to express
these observations in poetry and
essay. We will read and write
and appreciate poetry with
images from nature at its core.
Thursdays,
RP
November 10 &
December 8
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
NEW URBAN FRIENDS*
Learn about an innovative approach
to creating streets that serve
people, not just cars. From urban
agriculture to play to mobility, see
examples of streets re-designed
to enhance neighborhood life.
CNU-WI president Ken Voigt
shares information from an
NEA-sponsored charrette he
participated in with 80 national
experts at UC-Berkeley.
Monday,
November 14
RP
7:30 - 9 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
VEGETARIAN POTLUCK*
Bring a plate and fork along
with your meatless dish to share
at our picnic-style meal.
Thursdays,
November 17 &
RP
December 15
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

TRANSITION
MILWAUKEE:
ALL CITY HUB MEETING*
Monday,
November 28 (no
RP
December meeting)
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Childcare available: $4
(Nonmembers - $6)
Call to register, 964-8505
Transition Milwaukee is part of an
international movement to address
the challenges of climate change and
peak oil proactively by relocalizing.
We are working to rebuild
local resilience and self-reliance
through creating and promoting
community projects to grow our
own food, generate our own power,
develop our own economies and
reskill. Whether you are new to
or familiar with the Transition
Initiative, we invite you to come
to our monthly Hub meetings.
EARLY MORNING
BIRDWALKS
Interested bird watchers of all ability
levels are invited to explore bird
life with us. Binoculars available.
Every
Wednesday except
November 23 &
December 28
8 a.m.
WP
Every Thursday except
November 24
RP
8 a.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
FRUITY NUTTY AFAIR
Friday, November 11
Tickets at victorygardeninitiative.org
The Urban Ecology Center provides support to special grassroots
efforts working on good ideas that relate to the Center’s mission.
The Victory Garden Initiative (VGI) is one of those efforts. Since we
are supporting VGI as their fiscal sponsor and we are interested in
their success, we are happy to promote their fundraising event. Join
VGI for our Second Annual Fruity Nutty Affair on November 11—
that’s right, Eleven, Eleven, Eleven—at Best Place in the Historic
Pabst Brewery. This wacky, classy evening will begin with tapas
prepared by local caterers and special Fruity Nutty Drinks prepared
by BitterCube. Come prepared to bid on a Chicken Coop and your
own Food Forest at our live auction. Then dance the night away
with Fruity Nutty Characters who will amuse and educate you. All
proceeds go toward the creation of Milwaukee’s Urban Food Forest!
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THANK YOU FROM THE CENTER
The Urban Ecology Center receives a majority of its support from local foundations, corporations and individuals. This section of our newsletter
is reserved to thank you and the many supporters of the Center. The names listed are those who made a contribution to the Urban
Ecology Center in the two months since our previous newsletter.
We thank all of you who have begun a new membership, renewed your membership, given a gift membership or made a donation to our
mission. We work hard to recognize all our supporters accurately. Contact Cassie at 964-8505 or cmordini@urbanecologycenter.org if your
name has not appeared as you expected.

FOUNDATIONS /
CORPORATIONS/
ORGANIZATIONS
Antonia Foundation
Brew City Bruisers
Rollergirls
Charter Wire
Earth Partnerships
for Schools
Albert J. & Flora H.
Ellinger Foundation
Foster Family
Foundation
GE Healthcare
Glenn Consulting, LLC
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative
Greater Milwaukee
Association of Realtors
Youth Foundation
Evan & Marion Helfaer
Foundation, Inc.
Hi Hat Garage
Kadish Foundation
Kopmeier Family
Foundation
Koss Foundation, Inc.
Lead2Change
LISC
M&I Foundation, Inc.
Charles D. Ortgiesen
Foundation
REI - Brookfield
Riverwest Co-op & Cafe
St. Robert Parish
The Burke
Foundation Inc.

GIFTS IN
HONOR OF…
Emily & Paul Hettiger
- JoAnn Brubaker
- Tim Duax &
Kathy Duax
Sloan’s birthday
- Pamela Pletcher
& Robert French
GIFTS IN
MEMORY OF…
Pieter Godfrey
- William &
Christy Breihan
- Fred & Anne Vogel
INDIVIDUAL
DONORS
Kathryn Agard
Joan Aguado
Huda Alkaff
Ona Alminas
Nikki Amato
Michael Anderson
Amy Andreucci
Patricia Aniakudo &
Matthew Lamke
Joshua Bade
Nancy Barbieri &
Mike Sachs
Lori Barian
Zachary Bateson
Sara Bauer
Joshua Baum
Shivaraj Bhandare
Traci Blom
Kelly & Joel Bocanegra
Jennifer Bolger-Breceda
& Enrique Breceda
Ryan Bollis

Kerri Borchert
Andrew Bornhoft
Rebecca Bour
Jenny Bouton
Nancy Boyes
Marilyn Boyle
Owen Boyle &
Anne Reis
William Bradley
Laura & Jeff Bray
Katherine Brown
Ann Brummitt
Melissa Buchanan
Jeremy Buss
Spencer Cable
Cheryl Casden
Vipindas Chengat
Jane Cliff &
Julie Hamrick
Rachel Cocos
Kristin Collett
Robert & Lisa Collins
Shirley Conlon &
Jess Brownell
Anne-Marie Cooper
Deborah Cooper
Vivian Corres
Kent Corrigan
Katie & Dan Cox
Matt Coyne
Ryan & Rachel
Cunningham
Julia Currie &
Jon Currie
Carole Dede
John & Karin deHartog
Kate Delaney
Marshall &
Judy Dermer
Joel Dicello
Elizabeth Dietzler

Alexandra DiVito
Wendy Dorman
Sarah Dosmann
Jennifer &
Colin Dressler
Kevin Dunphy &
Marisa Chapman
Jeanne Durnford
James Dye
Lori Eshleman
Danielle Eyre
Elizabeth Fealey
Rachel Feerick
Anne Feldner-Acosta
Kristie & Jon Fischer
Verena Fjermestad
Kathleen Flanders
Corey Fox
Jean & Mike Gatz
Herb & Ruth Giller
Jeffery & Terri Gingold
Kristin Gjerdset
John Glaspey
Marilee Gloe
Robert Gordon &
Lisa Mittman
Suzanne Graber
Barbara Grandoe
Jerod Greenisen
Lesley Grider
Kathy & Clark Gridley
Candice Hackbarth
& Debbie Knepke
Dana Hanson
Chris Hanson
Jaime Hardgrove
Megan Helt-Baldwin
Brooklyn Henke
Kyle Hertel
David Hetzel
Sally & Paul Hinkfuss

Denise Hohenfeldt
Alexa Hollywood
Mitchel Hunter
Lisa Hutchinson
Jeff Hylok
Shelby Ingersoll
Emily &
Jonathan Jacesko
Kevin Jacobson
Elizabeth Janicek
Zeljko Jankovic
Matt Jarosz
Kristine Jeffrey
Alexandra Jennings
Karen Johnson &
James Toth
Meghan Jungbluth
Elana Kahn-Oren
& Ronen Oren
David Kalan
Chase Kammerer
Beth Kaplan &
Steve Marshall
Susie &
Fred Kasten
Fritz & Myrtle Kastner
Paul & Jill Keuler
Eric Key
Leah Kim
Lindsey Kmiec
Katherine Kober
Thomas Kott
Nik Kovac
John & Susan Krezoski
Maggie Krochalk
Al & Ruth Kromholz
Karis Kuckleburg
Dave Kurtz
Catherine La Fleur
Julie & Joe Lange
Jennifer Larkee
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THANK YOU FROM THE CENTER
Cynthia Lepkowski
Patricia Linehan
Margaret Losey
Chris Lucas &
Brian Grondin
Katy & Rick Luedke
Gayle Mahan
Rachel Malehorn
Jeanne & Dave Mantsch
Holly Mason &
Phaedra Christou
Laura Matthew &
Michael Bannister
Rose Mary &
Francis Matusinec
Tiffany & John May
Pat Mayer
Daniel Mays
Kathy &
Michael McCormack
Eileen McEnroe
Brendan McGuire
Angela McManaman
& Sachin Chheda
Yonason Meadows
Mark Meaney
Daniel Mering
Jason Mohr
Cassandra &
Ryan Mordini
Tyler Morgan
Jenna Mortier
Nancy Moynihan
Lonni & Mark Mueller
Ann Mulgrew
Walter &
Mary Ann Neevel
Carly Nichols
Jennifer Nielsen
Marybell Nieves-Harris
Barbara Notestein
Craig &
Maureen Nuechterlein
Joseph Odegaard
Dale & Joelyn Olen
Mike Osowski
Maureen Oster

Carolyn Oteman
Michael & Sally Payne
Kirk Peterson
Mara Pheister
Matt Phillips
Julie Pikulik
Richard Popp &
Shannon Popp
Ben Poquette
Mitchell Ramsay
Sarah & Jim Rand
Denny Rauen
John Reddig
Lisa Reinhardt
Anthony & Jean Reis
Angela Rester Samse
Roscoe Rex
Sarah Richoux
James Riebe
Thomas &
Susan Salamone
Patricia &
Ronald Santilli
Nathan Schlender
Kenneth Schlueter
Don Schmidt
William Schultz
Ieshea Scott
Anne Sempos
Aaron Sewell
Joseph Sielen
Chuck & Peggy Siemers
David M. Sikorski
& Amy Manoski
Susan Smith
Kevin Soens
Joel Stadtmueller
Mike Stanek
Sarah &
Alexander Starrett
Anne Stevens &
Gene Guszkowski
Gertrude Stillman
Stephanie Strang
Juliane Surfus
Charlie Sweet
Patrick Swelgin

Nicholas Tabat
Mary Tatera
Nicole Teague
Kim Terek
Andy Thompson
Angela Thompson
Steven Throckmorton
& Samantha Carle
Erik Tou
Patrick Trautfield
Carrie Turner
Karen Van Hoof
Elizabeth Van Laanen
Michael VanAkkeren
Daniel VanSlett
Ronald &
Mary Veglahn
Leann Vice-Reshel
Kelly Voigt
Anthony Vondracek
Chris Walker
Vivian Walker
Mike Walker
Britt Wegner
Karleen Weid
Lisa & Doug Wermuth
Steven Whitlow
Jeffrey Whitmore
Rubin Whitmore
Baisha Whitten
Bruce &
Theresa Wiggins
Danielle Wilcox
Christin & Oscar Wille
Kathleen &
Dwight Wills
Helen Wilson
John Wilson
Susan Winans &
Judy Krause
Tom & Carol Winkel
Sally & Scott Witte
Bryan Wojcik
Kimberly Wolz
Joshua & Jenny Wright
Sara Wroblewski
Frances F. Wurlitzer

Pajkon Yang
Baognia Yang
Kathy & Scott Yanoff
Chris & Michelle Young
Gwendolyn Zabel
Angie Zautner
Heather Zydek &
Steve Zydek
IN KIND DONORS
Jane Cliff &
Julie Hamrick
Ryan &
Rachel Cunningham
Joan Dimow &
John Moulder
Neil Franzen
Danni & Shel
Gendelman

Philip &
Connie Hardacre
Sam Idarraga
Beth Kaplan &
Steve Marshall
Kathy Krause
Michael & Ann
Mandelman
Jennifer Monte
Steve Morse &
Jane Waldbaum
Sue Murphy Yerkes
& Chuck Yerkes
Katherine Norquist
Virginia Palmer
John & Susie Paunan
Allen & Pat Rieselbach
Mary Lou Stebbins
John Weishan
Tracy Wilkins

Thank
You
Check this out! These photos feature just
a few of the amazing folks who attended our
Menomonee Valley branch groundbreaking
event! See page 2 for more information.

JOIN OUR COMMUNIT Y TODAY!
MEMBERSHIP
Did you know you can give a donation, join or renew your
membership securely online? Visit wwwurbanecologycenter.org
and click either “donations” or “membership”

Renew or begin your membership, choose one:
 Individual ($25) includes guest  Family ($35)  Student ($12)
Financial assistance is available. Please call the Center at (414) 964-8505 and
ask to speak to someone on our membership team for details.

Give a gift membership:
 Individual ($25) includes guest  Family ($35)  Student ($12)
Recipient Name _______________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________
Day Phone ___________________ Eve. ___________________
Email ________________________________________________
Send the announcement card to  Me  Gift recipient
Occasion __________________ Deliver by __________

DONATION

(IN ADDITION TO MEMBERSHIP)

Please accept my gift to support:
 Provide a membership for a low income family ($35)
 Provide an educational program for families ($75)
 Provide a summer camp scholarship ($195)
 Support a high school summer intern ($600)
 Restore native plants to an acre of public land ($1000)
 Sponsor a school for a year, 24 field trips for city kids! ($5000)

Total Enclosed _____________________

Name

________________________________________

Address ________________________________________
City

________________________________________

State/Zip _________________________

______________________________________

Email

________________________________________

Phone

My neighborhood park is

 Riverside  Washington  I love them all!
 I would like to volunteer. Please contact me.

Charge my membership to:  Master Card  Visa
Card Number _______ - ________ - _______ - _______
Expiration Date _______/_______
Signature _______________________ Date _________
Please make your check payable to:
Urban Ecology Center and return it
with this form to:
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

For all ages
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

Riverside Park
Friday, December 16 | 7 - 9 pm

Celebrate the Winter Solstice!
Riverside Park
Explore Riverside Park by
Friday,
December
16 | 7 -walk
9 pm
candlelight with a guided
Forby
all poetry
ages and
accompanied
Free - donations appreciated
readings
of the season. After the
Call to register, 964-8505
walk return to the Center to warm
yourself by the fire and for apple
cider, snacks and music by Regina
FSCGallero.
logo Walks leave every 15
minutes starting at 7pm, music
begins at 7:30pm.

CANDLELIGHT
WALK

Celebrate the Winter Solstice!
Explore Riverside Park by
candlelight with a guided walk
accompanied by poetry and
readings of the season. After the
walk return to the Center to warm
yourself by the fire and for apple
cider, snacks and music by Regina
Gallero. Walks leave every 15
minutes starting at 7pm, music
begins at 7:30pm.
*

CANDLELIGHT
WALK*

Riverside Park
1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, WI 53211
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