
 
 

Urban Ecological Restoration: Community Engaged Habitat Restoration  
June 27-28th, 2019 

 
June 27:  Meet at Riverside Park Urban Ecology Center 

9:00 Begin the day with goal setting and an overview of why Urban Ecological Restoration matters. 
 
Explore the Washington Park Woodland and Prairie and begin the topic of site assessment. Discuss 
factors to consider when analyzing and creating a site assessment: current condition including the 
impact of urbanization, soil, moisture, exposure, slope, history of site, public use and desire, wildlife, 
educational opportunities, issues such as emerald ash borer in addition to factors of human use past 
and present.  
 
12:30pm Lunch with Executive Director, Ken Leinbach.  

 
Continue site assessment by looking at opportunities and challenges in different settings. Then, we will 
move into exploring opportunities and challenges of restoration methods in urban areas, like 
prescribed burning, smothering versus herbicide, reduced chainsaw use, and people power methods.  
 
Walk through the steps of creating a Management Plan and discuss balancing lenses for uses and 
needs of the land: ecological, societal, economic, and historical. This portion includes time to work on a 
concept draft portion of your own space or a hypothetical from site we are visiting.   

 
5:00 Wrap up.  
 

June 28:  Meet at Riverside Park Urban Ecology Center 
9:00 After traveling as a group to our Menomonee Valley site, we will dig into the topic of monitoring 
as a tool to know if ecological restoration is successful. This will include a walk-through of a sample 
Vegetation Survey plot where we will talk about metrics and data for success.  
 
This will lead into a session about funding and grants, we will share the narratives for the work we do, 
and methods for breaking our work down into fundable projects.  
 
12:15 Lunch  
 
Explore how to connect with your community. When the community can really get their hands dirty on 
the land, they will feel a stronger connection to their own greenspaces.  
 
Volunteerism is essential to the Center’s success. We will talk about how to engage and manage large 
groups and how to break activities in to manageable steps that are easily transferable. We will join 
ROOT (Restoring Our Outdoors Together). Meet some of our regular volunteers and hear what 
motivates them to volunteer with the UEC. 

 
5:00 Wrap-up your two days of learning with take-aways for your home projects or organizations.   

 


