
 
 

Community Science: Supporting Urban Collaborative Spaces  
June 24-25th 

 

Day 1: June 24 
9:00  Welcome and introductions. Overview of the Urban Ecology Center’s mission and sharing of 
hopes and expectations for the workshop.  
 
Overview of Community Science, its definition and history, and a discussion of what Community 
Science means in the context of each participant. Explore the history of science, particularly related to 
the paths that both professional (academic) science and community-driven science have taken.   

 
After traveling to the Washington Park Urban Ecology Center, the group will be led in activities that 
introduce the topic of conducting original research. This will be followed with a presentation of two 
youth engagement research model: Young Scientists and Driven 2 Discover. Then, learn from the 
wildlife research that has been conducted in Washington Park and the rich challenge and success 
stories. Explore protocols and resources available for community-based monitoring.  
 

12:30 Lunch 

 
Back at Riverside Park Urban Ecology Center, we will use the Center’s evolution as a case study for 
Community Science. Share about your own successes and challenges, knowledge and experience.  
 
Discuss the foundations of creating research projects. Break into small groups to create an original 
research project for Riverside Park and give a presentation to your peer judges.  
 
Day 2: June 25 
Join us at 6:00am for optional Bird Banding in Riverside Park.  
 
9:00am Bird banding in action: experience summer campers, community scientists, and Urban Ecology 
Center Educators interact with the Center’s Bird Banding program. Learn the processes of bird banding 
as a tool for research and monitoring. We will then dive into the theory and practice of bird banding. 
 
At Menomonee Valley Urban Ecology Center we will introduce the Center’s culture of “Equity, Dignity 
and Justice” and its role in the Triple Bottom Line of Sustainability, informing and being informed by 
social systems in a community when doing research and monitoring, and power dynamics in the field 
of science and community science.  
 

12:15pm Lunch 
 

Tour Three Bridges Park discussing the relationship between Community Science and Land 
Stewardship. Learn about the unique history and transformation of Menomonee Valley. Return 
Riverside Park to perform and present mini-research projects.  
 
4:00 Discuss action plans and the UEC learning community.  


