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We are very proud and excited to announce that the Urban 
Ecology Center will be receiving close to a million dollars 
from the Environmental Protection Agency as part of the 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI)! This $953,450 
competitive grant will help us add acreage to Riverside 
Park such that a total of 40 acres of “urban wilderness” can 
be created and preserved along the Milwaukee River.  

In partnership with the Rotary Club of Milwaukee, and 
many other partner organizations, we have developed a plan 
for the restoration of riparian habitat and the creation of an 
arboretum along the Milwaukee River. A huge amount of 
this work is to be completed in the next three years in order 
to be ready for the Rotary Centennial Celebration in 2013. 
This GLRI grant provides some of the funding necessary to 
turn this vision into a reality! We have a lot of work to do, 
including planting 1,000 trees, 500 shrubs and 100,000 
herbaceous plants, removal of invasive species, restoring six 
acres currently dominated by invasive reed canary grass to 

a more diverse native plant community, restoring five acres 
of barren industrial land, mitigating stormwater runoff and 
soil erosion and more. The GLRI grant includes funding that 
will allow us to hire additional help to achieve these goals!

This work will be taking place between Locust Street and 
North Avenue, between the river and the Oak leaf trail, and 
will contribute to the restoration and protection of the larger 
primary environmental corridor which extends all the way 
up to Silver Spring Drive. Preserving this bit of “wilderness” 
in the city provides habitats for wildlife, resting stops for 
migrating birds and improves the water quality in this stretch 
of the Milwaukee River which feeds into Lake Michigan. 

Although this grant is a major step forward, we still 
need lots of community support. We are expecting to 
engage a minimum of 1000 volunteers every year in 
habitat restoration work. If you’d like to help, watch for 
opportunities to get involved in future newsletters! 

TAKING ROOT: Milwaukee Rotary Centennial Arboretum Receives EPA Grant
by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director and Jeff McAvoy, Marketing Communications Associate

NEW BEGINNINGS
by Joey Zocher, Washington Park Program Director

For many, winter is 
a time to relax, slow 
down, hang out at the 
house, adjust to the 
shorter days and colder 
temperatures. Like bears 
we tend to hibernate. 
Not so here at the 
Washington Park branch 
of the Urban Ecology Center. This winter we are looking 
forward to a vibrant schedule of activities, special 
events, winter skills programming and a revitalized 
lecture series. Leading the charge on these exciting 
programs are our new community program staff!

Our new Community Program Coordinator, Willie Karidis, 
has a contagious passion about the approaching colder months. 
I have always enjoyed winter, but 

“Whoa,” one of my students said, his mouth open and 
eyes wide with surprise. He just realized the incredible 
number of ways his digestive, respiratory, cardiovascular, 
nervous and musculoskeletal systems interacted to allow 
him to hike with his class through Riverside Park. This 
was my very first teaching experience at the Urban Ecology 
Center -- a Body Systems class for the Neighborhood 
Environmental Education Program (NEEP) -- and I had 
one of those “light bulb” moments that reminds me 
why I am an environmental educator. There is nothing 
more rewarding than seeing students fully comprehend 
what you are trying to communicate to them.

Even though I am finished with my schooling (for the 
foreseeable future), I am having new-school-year anxiety. 
Instead of a new building to navigate, I have a new city to 
explore. Instead of new coursework and assignments, I have my 
first full-time job. My “homework” is to 

LIFE’S LESSONS
by Haven Davis, Environmental Educator



2

TM

DROPLETS

For Riverside Park 
Contact: Judy Krause, 964-8505, x102.

•	Cornstarch
•	Electric corded or cordless 

impact driver
•	Ice auger
•	Ice skates
•	iPad(s) 
•	Miscellaneous hand 

tools, drill bits, etc.
•	Miscellaneous hardware, 

nuts, bolts, screws, etc.
•	Mittens and gloves- 

especially adult sizes
•	Skate skis
•	Sleds
•	Sweatpants
•	Woodworking tools 

hand or powered

For Washington Park 
Contact: Joey Zocher, (414) 344-5460.

•	Adult and youth plain tshirts and 
sweatshirts (for silkscreening)

•	Arts and crafts materials
•	Bike locks
•	Digital cameras
•	Electric Golf Cart
•	Globes (Earth models)
•	Hipwaders
•	Small portable soccer goals
•	Stop Watches
•	Trailer

See our full list at www.
urbanecologycenter.org/wishlist

W I S H  L I S T

 Many thanks to John Clancy 
who, after four years as Board 
President, is stepping down. It was 
during John’s watch that we started 
programming in Washington 
Park, expanded to our full capacity 
serving over 40 neighborhood 
schools, launched the very exciting 
Menomonee Valley project and, 
through his role in the Milwaukee 
Rotary Club, he assisted us in 
garnering their support for the 
Milwaukee Rotary Centennial 
Arboretum (see page 1). These 
are the more visible signs of his 
leadership. What is less visible, 
but perhaps even more important, 
is the organizational infrastructure 
that has been put in place during 
his time at the helm. John, and his 
wife Christi, established the winter 
Summer Camp Fundraiser party 
that has brought in many tens of 
thousands of dollars for scholarships 
over the years. Thankfully John 
is not leaving us. He will remain 
on the board as the chair of the 
Menomonee Valley project.

We welcome Jeff Geygan as our 
new President. Jeff has been 
a board member, Treasurer and 
Vice-President during his tenure 
and we are excited to move forward 
under his leadership. You will get 
to meet him in our next newsletter.

 Wow! More new staff! Bridget 
Brave has joined our development 
team to fill the position of 
Development Systems Specialist 
and Events Coordinator. Bridget 
brings her experience in event 
planning, database management 
and the added bonus of her recent 
Juris Doctorate from Marquette 
Law School. Bridget relocated to 
Milwaukee in 2005 from Phoenix, 
Arizona. She and her husband live 
on the Eastside where they are 
creatively working on reducing 
their carbon footprint. 
Caitlin Humber is a fantastic new 
addition to our land stewardship 
team. As our Forestry Specialist, 

River Reflections is created and distributed 
through a team effort by the following 
people: Carijean Buhk, Ginger Duiven, Judy 
Krause, Jeff McAvoy, Lindy Meer, Pat Mueller, 
Shirley Spelt and a volunteer mailing crew.

Contributing writers: John Clancy, Haven 
Davis, Beth Fetterley, Ken Leinbach, 
Susan Winans and Joey Zocher.

River Reflections is a publication of the 
Urban Ecology Center. The Urban 
Ecology Center is a 501(c)3 tax exempt 
nonprofit	organization.	Its	facility	and	
programming are made possible through 
the generous annual contributions of 82 
foundations and corporations, over 3000 
member and donor families and many in-
kind donors. No tax dollars are used to 
operate the Urban Ecology Center.

To make a contribution, please see page 
14 for the easy to use form, visit our 
website at www.urbanecologycenter.org 
or call the Center at (414) 964-8505.

The Urban Ecology Center fosters 
ecological understanding as inspiration for 
change, neighborhood by neighborhood. 
Our Environmental Community Centers:

•	Provide outdoor science 
education for urban youth.

•	Protect and use public natural 
areas, making them safe, 
accessible and vibrant.

•	Preserve and enhance these natural 
areas and their surrounding waters.

•	Promote community by offering 
resources that support learning, 
volunteerism, stewardship, 
recreation, and camaraderie.

•	Practice and model environmentally 
responsible behaviors

Urban Ecology Center

Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211 
(414) 964-8505  Fax: (414) 964-1084
uec@urbanecologycenter.org

Hours of operation: 
Monday - Thursday:  9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday:  9 a.m - 5 p.m. 
Sunday:  12 noon - 5 p.m.

Washington Park, 1859 N. 40th St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53208  
(Mailing address: 4145 W. Lisbon Ave., 
Milwaukee, WI 53208) 
(414) 344-5460  Fax: (414) 344-5462
jzocher@urbanecologycenter.org

Hours of operation: 
Tuesday - Friday:  4 - 7 p.m. 
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Caitlin will work to implement the 
land restoration and forestry goals 
of the GLRI grant (see page 1). 
She formerly worked at the Center 
as Bookkeeper and as a Summer 
Intern and is completing her degree 
in Forest Conservation and Forest 
Management this year through 
UW-Madison. Caitlin is excited to 
work with volunteers and partners 
to implement this community 
project!
David Salmon, our new Urban 
Adventures Assistant, was a 
Summer Intern at the Center 
this past summer. In addition to 
working with us, David has great 
experience working with youth 
outdoors at Manitowish Waters. 
We are excited to have him on our 
team and look forward to absorbing 
some of his youthful energy!
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Sometimes you have to verify something 
that you already know. At the Urban 
Ecology Center, we already knew 
that our work was impacting people’s 
lives and behaviors, but we wanted 
some data to back it up. This past 
year we asked program participants 
of all ages to share how well they 
think we are meeting our mission. 

Here are some of the 
numbers we found --

97% felt that their emotional 
connection to the environment 
had deepened because of 
their experience with us

“I liked pulling out the weeds because 
it made me feel like I was helping 
the earth be a better place.” -- 3rd 
grade student from La Escuela Fratney

91% felt that their ecological 
knowledge increased

“New activities (including hands-on 
with plants in nature) reinforce what 

REFLECTIONS OF A SUCCESSFUL YEAR
by Beth Fetterley, Senior Director of Education and Strategic Planning

we have learned in the classroom.” 
-- Ms. Marchewka, St. Catherine School

94% of people indicated they 
value public parks more 
because of their experience

“It’s great for kids to see/experience 
something they don’t realize exists 
in their community, and develop 
an appreciation for nature. It’s 
something 90% would never consider 
doing, but they all enjoy it.” -- Mr. 
Hendricks, Washington High School

“The students enjoyed being out in 
nature, exploring the park in a new, 
exciting way. If we had more time, it 
would have been great to explore the 
outdoors even more.” -- 3rd grade teacher 
from the Milwaukee Academy of Science

95% indicated that they 
plan on changing their 
behavior because of their 
experiences at the Center

“I’m more aware of where my food 
comes from and I’m visiting farmers’ 
markets. I didn’t know how easy this 
local food thing could be!” -- Anonymous 

With your help we reached 
nearly 80,000 people through 
our environmental education 
programs. Over 21,000 of 
these were students in our 
Neighborhood Environmental 
Education Project (NEEP). 

These results are exciting not only as 
we reflect on the past year, but also 
as we look forward to a new branch, 
new programs and as we talk to other 
communities about doing similar work.

I want to thank all of the volunteers, 
members, community participants and 
staff whose hard work and dedication 
made this a very successful year. 
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powerful voice against oppression ... and 
the list went on. By the time it got to 
me I felt both humbled and extremely 
fortunate to be in their company.  

This Whole Thinking Retreat was 
held at Knoll Farm, a working organic 
blueberry and sheep farm which doubles 
as a very impressive retreat center. 

Totally off the electric grid, it runs 
completely on solar and wood power. 
The bathrooms are full composting 
toilets (extremely comfortable and no 
smells ... lest you wonder). Those who 
had difficulty climbing the mountain 
to our sleeping quarters could use the 
sun buggy ... a surprisingly powerful 
solar electric cart. The meals were 
lovingly prepared by two dynamic 
culinary artists and everything we ate 
came from the gardens on the farm 
or from neighboring farms in the 
valley. Like us at the Urban Ecology 
Center, these people made every effort, 
and more, to “walk the walk.” 

One fun note: our milk was delivered 
from the Von Trapp farm which can 
be seen across the valley. For Sound 
of Music fans this would be the 
second generation from Maria! 

Our days were designed for deep 
thinking and global visioning. It 
is a thing to experience more than 
describe (he says as he attempts 
description). In the beginning I was 
definitely out of my comfort zone 
but by the end I was energized. 

Every night we’d sit around the fire 
under the stars and practice “story 

telling”, which is not of the Paul 
Bunyan variety, nor is it swapping 
stories of one-upmanship, but is instead 
your personal story told. Not your 
biography, but a story that shaped 
who you are, usually connected to a 
theme or topic provided by one of 
our three facilitators. So many stories 
are being told to us through TV, 
movies, video games, etc., but one’s 
own story rarely gets told or heard.  

From 10 p.m. until 10 a.m. we 
were encouraged to be silent (no 
conversations, no music, etc.) 
Unplugged and quietly in touch with 
oneself, we’d go to sleep, wake up and 
share breakfast without words. Coming 
out of silence together, we practiced 
dialogue ... something quite different 
from discussion. Given a question or 
statement we’d each respond with our 
truth on the topic ... not to each other 
but speaking to the center of the circle. 
Brevity was encouraged. You would not 
respond directly to another, but would 
instead be informed by what you heard. 
After a full night and morning of deep 
and prolonged silence as preparation, 
our voices wove together into an 
inspiring mosaic of poetry and truth. It 
was an amazing way to get to new ideas 
quickly in a group. We also practiced 
deep listening ... where one truly listens 
to others without encouraging and 
discouraging the direction of their ideas. 
It’s a technique that encourages you to 
really listen rather than preparing what 
you are about to say. It is not easy. 

After lunch we were each given part 
of a recently felled birch tree and 
were taught how to carve a wooden 
spoon. Sound crazy? Those who knit 
know the reason. Your mind discovers 
free thought when your hands are 
occupied. Creativity is a key to balance 
that often gets overlooked. It is a 
significant element in creating a whole 
community. “Thinking with your 
hands” is what they called this practice. 

In total, we experienced seven distinct 
practices 

Try to imagine this unique scenario:

Hand select 20 community leaders who 
represent diverse fields, ages, ethnicities, 
geographies and economic status. 
Throw them into a neutral environment 
where every need (food, safety, shelter, 
and comfort) is taken care of for a full 
week. Strongly discourage internet, 
cell phones, or outside interruption 
for the duration. Then ask this group, 
through a set of prescribed practices 
and communication techniques, to 
dialogue and envision ways to improve 
the world. It’d be an interesting 
experiment to try, don’t you think?  

I was asked to participate in the 
experiment described above via an 
“out-of-the-blue” letter this past spring. 
It said the offer to participate was 
fully funded and that only a select few 
from across the country were invited. 
They called themselves the Center for 
Whole Communities and the program 
was called a Whole Thinking Retreat. 
It sounded a bit questionable to me. 
However, their website looked solid and 
they had close ties to Bill McKibben, 
Wendell Barry, Gary Snyder and others 
whom I either knew or had heard of.  

I was intrigued. It seemed that their 
experiment toward making a better 
world by bringing people together 
in this unique and intentional way 
was as valid as our own neighborhood 
based experiment called the Urban 
Ecology Center, so I decided to go.

That is how I found myself in Vermont 
this past September introducing 
myself to an incredibly eclectic group, 
all sitting in a circle on a beautiful 
mountain meadow overlooking the Mad 
River far below. There was Tammy, 
a representative from the Navajo 
Nation, who was focusing on wild horse 
management and rangeland protection 
in Arizona. Aresh, an Iranian from New 
York City leading the cause for urban 
community gardens. Ester, originally 
from Mexico but now in California as a 

CREATING A WHOLE COMMUNITY
by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

Continued on page 13 

After a full night and morning 
of deep and prolonged silence 

as preparation, our voices 
wove together into an inspiring 
mosaic of poetry and truth. It 
was an amazing way to get to 
new ideas quickly in a group. 
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haven’t been so excited since I was a 
kid dreaming about forts, sledding 
and (fingers crossed) SNOW DAYS! I 
met Willie shortly after his move back 
to Milwaukee when I attended his 
lecture, “Wilderness of Denali 100”. I 
was in awe as he shared his 61-day solo 
journey in the backcountry of Denali 
National Park in Alaska. I encourage 
you to come hear his amazing story at 
Washington Park on December 8th. 

But his trip is only part of the story. 
On November 3rd Willie will share 
his experience of “Homesteading in 
Interior Alaska”, his personal journey 
of building a cabin 40 miles north 
of Denali National Park. In addition 
to these fantastic presentations, 
there will be lots of activities this 
winter which draw on the 25 

The Urban Ecology Center continues 
to be an active and vibrant community. 
Exciting projects like the GLRI grant 
(see page 1) allow us to take giant new 
steps toward the future. Our work 
depends, in part, on the dedication and 
hard work of our many volunteers. In 
celebration of our exciting new year 
and those who have helped us grow, I 
invite you to attend the Urban Ecology 
Center’s Volunteer Appreciation 
Dinner and Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday, November 17th. 

Among those volunteers being 
recognized are members of the Urban 
Ecology Center Board of Directors who 
are renewing their terms. I thank Marc 
Andraca, Eric Crawford, Jeff Geygan, 
Dennis Grzezinski, Ed Krishok, Cora 
Lee-Palmer, Theresa Lins, Blake Moret, 
Will Nasgovitz and Carl Trimble for 
graciously agreeing to serve another 

two-year term. I, too, have happily 
accepted to serve another term.

I would also like to recognize 
four new directors we will ask our 
membership to approve. You have 
been introduced to these members and 
they have already been hard at work 
for the Center. The Board welcomes 
Tim Bowers, Pete Campbell, Derek 
Deubel and Mary Gute Witte.

I am also pleased to announce that 
the Board of Directors has elected 
new officers for the upcoming 
year. The new officers are: 

Jeff Geygan, President
Marc Andraca, Vice-President
Pete Campbell, Treasurer
Deb Spanic, Secretary

I look forward to working with 
these excellent individuals in 

FROM THE BOARD
by John Clancy, Urban Ecology Center Board of Directors

NEW BEGINNINGS
continued from page 1

their new roles and thank them 
for their willingness to serve. 

Last, I’d like to thank Kevin Carr who 
is completing his term on the Board. 
During his four years Kevin served 
on the Executive Committee both as 
Treasurer and as Vice President and 
as a crucial member of the finance 
committee. We wish him the best 
as he steps down from his position 
as Inspector at Milwaukee County 
Sheriff’s Office and assumes his new 
role as United States Marshal for 
the Eastern District of Wisconsin. 

In addition to your input on our Board 
members, you will also be asked to 
approve some important changes in 
our bylaws. Please visit our website at 
www.urbanecologycenter/membership 
to review these changes or contact the 
Center to have a copy sent to you. 

years of experience Willie gained 
living on the border of Denali.

Your new Community Program 
Coordinator? What happened to 
Scott? At the beginning of September 
we had to say goodbye to our 
Community Program Coordinator, 
Scott Stromberger. Scott’s partner, 
Amber, was given a position as a 
traveling nurse. Her first assignment 
took them to Scott’s home state 
of Texas! We wish them all the 
best on their new adventure.

Mike Zang, our new Community 
Program Educator, serves as a full 
time volunteer through the Franciscan 
Capuchin Volunteer Corps. Mike was 
born and raised just five miles from 
New York City and received a Bachelor’s 

degree in Sociology and Anthropology 
from Christopher Newport University. 
Since graduating in May of 2009, he 
has trekked across America by bicycle, 
worked at an independent coffeehouse 
and spent the summer farming in 
Appalachia. Mike leads our afterschool 
and weekend drop-in kids programs 
and our Young Scientist Club - with 
a special emphasis on Citizen Science, 
Land Stewardship and Arts in the Park. 

Helping Mike mentor the Young 
Scientists are our high school Outdoor 
Leaders: Trinity Little, Iemoni Moses, 
George Olufosoye and Daniel Rawley.

Winter, the time to hibernate? We 
think not! Join us here at Washington 
Park for sledding, skating, fascinating 
lectures and all we have to offer. 
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RP  = Riverside Park      WP = Washington Park

Celebrate the Winter Solstice! Explore Riverside Park by 
candlelight with a guided walk accompanied by poetry 
and readings of the season. After the walk return to the 
Center to warm yourself by the fire and for apple cider, 

snacks, and music by Regina Gallero and Nick Cregor. 

Riverside Park
Saturday, December 18

7 - 9 p.m.
Walks leave every 15 minutes 

starting at 7 p.m. 
Music begins at 7:30 p.m. 

For everyone 
Free - donations appreciated

Calendar Key: 

RP   Riverside Park     
WP

  Washington Park

*accessible for persons with physical disabilities. 
Scholarships are available for all programs

CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS

ANNUAL MEETING
All members are invited to the Center’s annual 
meeting from 6:30 to 7 p.m. Afterward, members 
are encouraged to stay for dessert, meet volunteers 
and learn about our vibrant volunteer prgram.

at our Riverside Park location
Wednesday, November 17
6:30 - 7 p.m.
For adults & accompanied 
children 

WP
RP

Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

SAIL MAINE WITH THE 
URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER
The Urban Ecology Center Adult Adventure 
program will be leading a trip to the coast of 
Maine for a 4-day sail aboard the Lewis R. French, 
the oldest schooner in the United States. The trip 
will run from May 30th to June 5th, 2011. Join us 
for an information session and slideshow to see if 
this wind-powered adventure is right for you.

Monday, November 22
7 p.m.
For adults RP

Free-donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

Candlelight Walk
S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
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YOUNG SCIENTISTS 
CLUB*
Become a Young Scientist and 
do fun science, research and 
stewardship projects in our parks!! 
November:
Every Monday -  
Wednesday except 
November 17 RP
4 - 6 p.m.

December:
until December 15
Every Monday -  
Wednesday
4 - 6 p.m.

December 20-29
Every Monday -  
Wednesday
4 - 5 p.m.

November: 
Every Tuesday - Friday 
except November 25 & 26
4 -6 p.m.
and Every Saturday
1 - 4 p.m.

December:
until December 18
Every Tuesday - Friday 
4 - 6 p.m. 
and  

WPEvery Saturday 
1 - 4 p.m.

December 21-31
Every Tuesday - Thursday  
1 - 4 p.m. 

For kids ages 5-15 years 
old, parents welcome
Free - donations appreciated 
(Nonmembers - $5 
annual membership)

NIGHT TIME 
EXPLORATION
Ever wonder which animals are 
active at night or how they are 
able to survive the darkness? If 
so, join us on an exploration of 
Riverside Park at night. Please 
make sure to dress for the weather. 
Wednesday, November 10
6 - 8 p.m.
For everyone
Adults: $4  RP
(Nonmembers - $6)
Children: $3 
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

DISCOVERY HIKES
November: Nature Games. This 
month’s discovery hike will be a 
ton of fun.  We’re going to hit the 
trail and play nature games!  Our 
games will help us to understand 
the natural world around us and in 
Riverside Park. Come dressed for 
the weather and ready to move.

December: Winter in Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin is a very different 
place in the winter. As we hike 
around, we’ll learn about what 
wintertime means for Riverside 
Park’s plants and animals. 
Please dress for the weather!
Saturdays,  
November 20 &  
December 11 RP
10:30 a.m. - noon
For kids ages 4 and  
older accompanied 
by an adult
$4 or $12 for families of 4 or 
more (Nonmembers - $7 or 
$21 for families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505

PAPERMAKING*
Join us as we learn the art of 
recycled papermaking.
Tuesday, December 7
4 - 6 p.m.
For everyone 

WPAdults: $5  
(Nonmembers - $10)
Children: $2 
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

TIPI STORY TIME*
Feeling the chill of winter? 
Come join us in the Tipi. We’ll 
have a fire and keep ourselves 
warm while sharing stories of 
life in the past.  Afterwards, 
we’ll enjoy some hot cocoa.
Sunday, December 12
1 - 2:30 p.m.
For kids ages 4  RP
and older  
accompanied by an adult
$4 or $12 for families of 4 or 
more (Nonmembers - $7 or 
$21 for families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505

RECYCLED  
HOLIDAY CARDS*
Use recycled paper made by our 
Young Scientists to create unique 
holiday cards for your loved ones!
Tuesday, December 14
4 - 6 p.m.
For everyone 

WPAdults: $5  
(Nonmembers - $10)
Children: $2 
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

YOGAKIDS FUN, FITNESS 
AND FEELING GREAT!
Increase your child’s strength, 
flexibility and ability to focus and 
concentrate through this fun and 
playful class. Kids will learn tools 
and techniques to relax and feel 
great. Games, ecology, music and 
learning about the body and mind 
are all part of YogaKids classes. 
Every Tuesday until 
December 14
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
For everyone 

WPFree - donations  
appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

HOMEWORK HELP*
Getting divided on a math 
problem? Science not sticking with 
you? We’re here to help. Bring in 
your homework and together we’ll 
get it done just in time for dinner.
Every Tuesday -  
Thursday until December 16 
except  
November 25 

WP6 - 7 p.m.
For youth
Free - donations appreciated

SCIENCE SATURDAYS*
Discover the world of science 
through self-led interactive 
activities and crafts. Topics:  
November: Owls 
December: Night Sky 
Every Saturday except 
December 25 
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

WPFor everyone
Free - donations  
appreciated

SCIENCE SATURDAYS 
& SUNDAYS*
Drop in and discover the world of 
science through self-led interactive 
activities and crafts. Topics:  
November: Camouflage 
December: Snow
Drop-in program
Every Saturday except 
December 25
9:30 - 5 p.m. &  RP
Sunday 
12:30 - 5 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated 

ANIMAL FEEDING*
Come to either location to help 
feed the Center’s resident turtles, 
snakes and fish as you learn 
about the animals that inhabit 
Riverside and Washington Parks.
Every Saturday except 
December 25
1 - 2 p.m. RP
For everyone
Free -  
donations  

WPappreciated

FA M I LY  P R O G R A M S

NOW SHOWING: SURREALISTS’ 
AND VERTIGO IN FLATLAND
For everyone
Free - donations  RP
appreciated
Show runs through late December
Surrealism, a concept of dissidence and surprising juxtapositions of 
things that don’t normally go together, inspired Kate Loehrer and 
Philip Krejcarek in their Surrealists’ series. Combining sculpture and 
photography, they created a series from discarded or used objects, 
recycling them as art. In Vertigo In Flatland, Jim Zwadlo paints the 
urban pedestrian from the aerial point of view. This choice of subject and 
point of view make it possible for him to present complex abstract ideas 
using only simple, realistic imagery in a familiar, recognizable context. 

A R T  AT  T H E  C E N T E R

VISIT US OVER THE HOLIDAYS!
Be sure to check our calendar for our special holiday 

hours during the last two weeks of December.
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BEEKEEPING BASICS 
COURSE: 3-PART 
SERIES & TEST*
Three, 2 hour courses will give you 
the foundation to start beekeeping. 
From determining the type of hive, 
to placement, rules, installation, 
inspections, treatment, harvesting 
and overwintering, you will learn 
what to expect and how to deepen 
your new relationship with bees. 
You are required to pass a test to 
receive a Beepod Certificate for 
Beekeeping. Prerequisite course: 
Beesentation (see page 9 for dates). 
Mondays,  
November 1 - 15 RP
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$140 (Nonmembers - $150)
Call to register, 964-8505

HOMESTEADING IN 
INTERIOR ALASKA*
Join Willie Karidis, our 
Community Program Coordinator 
and a Milwaukee native, as he 
takes you on a personal journey 
experiencing the joy and hardships 
of building a cabin 40 miles north 
of Denali National Park, Alaska.
Wednesday,  
November 3
7 - 8 p.m. 

WPFor adults &  
accompanied children 
ages 10 and older
Adults: $5  
(Nonmembers - $10)
Children: Free - 
donations appreciated 
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

MEXICO’S MONARCH 
BUTTERFLIES*
This past spring, we encountered 
millions of butterflies suspended on 
the limbs of oyamel pine trees deep 
in the mountains of Mexico. Hear 
about this trip and how you could 
experience the same thing. Escape 
Wisconsin’s winter cold (March 
5-12) on this year’s trip.  Find more 
details at www.conocer3.com.
Wednesday, 
November 10 RP
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

BEEKEEPING 
SYMPOSIUM: 
POLLINATION, IT’S 
EVERY THIRD BITE*
One in three bites of food we 
consume was brought about by 
pollination. Learn more about the 
role of bees in our agricultural 
system and the crisis we face 
if their numbers continue to 
decline. Prerequisite: Beesentation 
(see page 9 for schedule)
Thursday,  
November 11
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. RP
For adults
$20 (Nonmembers - $25)
Call to register, 964-8505

GREEN INVESTING
Join local independent investment 
adviser John Bleidorn, CPA, owner 
of Bleidorn Tax & Investment 
Services, LLC to learn ways to 
align your investments with 
your green values. John will 
start out with basic investment 
research resources, and review 
green investment choices and 
considerations for analysis.
Monday, 
November 15
7 p.m. RP
For adults
$10 (nonmembers - $15)
Call to register, 964-8505

SUSTAINABLE 
BUILDING EXHIBIT*
Remodeling, adding on, or 
building a new home?  Visit the 
Center’s Sustainable Building 
Exhibit for ideas to beautify 
your home while honoring 
the environment.  This is a 
hands-on library of sample 
products for home construction 
and interior decorating.  
Mondays, 
November 15 & 
December 13
4 - 7 p.m.
and Sunday,  
November 21 RP
Noon - 2 p.m.
For adults
Free-donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-
8505, walk-ins welcome

VANISHING OF 
THE BEES*
Bees are vanishing! In this 
fascinating film you will learn 
why. This excellent documentary 
follows the discovery and details 
surrounding Colony Collapse 
Disorder (CCD) and other factors 
killing the bees. Join us for the 
film and discussion to follow.
Thursday,  
November 18 RP
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults and children 
accompanied by an adult
Adults: $5  
(Nonmembers - $10)
Children: $3 
(Nonmembers - $6)
Call to register, 964-8505

BOOK CLUB*
The Urban Ecology Center 
Book Club meets once a month 
to discuss an environmentally 
themed book. Newcomers 
and ongoing participants are 
invited to come to enjoy the 
conversation and refreshments. 

November: The Bucolic Plague: 
How Two Manhattanites Became 
Gentlemen Farmers: An Unconventional 
Memoir by Josh Kilmer-Purcell
Saturday, 
November 20
10 - 11 a.m. RP
For adults
Free-donations appreciated

BEEHIVE INSPECTION 
OR SYMPOSIUM*
Meet the Bees Hands-on 
Workshops. Open the Beepod 
and see our bees at work! 
Follow a weekly inspection by 
a beekeeper instructor. Learn 
about pollen, nectar, honey and 
brood. See Workers doing daily 
tasks—maybe even find the 
Queen! Call to check conditions. 
If the weather is too cold, we 
will offer a Nature Pollinators 
symposium instead. Wear white 
clothing and little perfume.
Every Saturday  
except December 25 RP
10 - 11:30 a.m.
For adults
$10 (Nonmembers - $15)
Call to register, 964-8505

ORNITHOLOGY 
WORKSHOPS*
These monthly workshops delve 
into the mysterious and wonderful 
world of birds looking at current 
research and well-established 
topics, including mating systems. 
A PowerPoint presentation 
will be followed by a dusk 
birdwalk.  Binoculars provided.
Saturday,  
November 27 &  
December 11 RP
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For adults 
$5 (Nonmembers - $10) Free 
for regular birding volunteers
Call to register, 964-8505

MICROBIAL 
COMMUNITIES AS 
INDICATORS OF 
POLLUTION IMPACTS: 
TALL TALES FROM 
SMALL THINGS*
Learn about recent research 
using microbial community 
profiles and next generation 
DNA sequencing technologies 
as indicators of ecosystem health 
and pollution impacts. Natural 
microbial communities respond 
to environmental stimuli, causing 
shifts in community profiles, or can 
become contaminated with  non-
indigenous bacteria. Understanding 
the composition of microbial 
communities in nature, and those in 
pollution sources such as sewage can 
lead to new assessment tools that 
serve as indicators of environmental 
health and improve our ability 
to address pollution concerns.
Speaker: Sandra McClellan, 
Associate Scientist, Great 
Lakes Water Institute
Tuesday,  
November 30
7 p.m. RP
For adults
$5 suggested donation 
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

A D U LT  L E A R N I N G

VISIT US OVER THE HOLIDAYS!
Be sure to check our calendar for our special holiday 

hours during the last two weeks of December.
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BEEKEEPING 
SYMPOSIUM:  
NATURE’S POLLINATORS*
Learn about the nectar flow 
and who helps pollinate crops. 
We’ll discuss the cycle of hive 
activity throughout the season 
and which plants bees prefer 
as well as how to determine 
where the bees are busy at from 
observation and information. 
Prerequisite: Beesentation 
(see page 9 for schedule)
Saturday, December 4
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults RP
$20 
(Nonmembers - $25)
Call to register, 964-8505

PINE NEEDLE COASTER 
MAKING WORKSHOP*
Pine Needle Coasters make a 
wonderful holiday gift. This 
workshop is a great introduction 
to pine needle weaving and may 
encourage you to try additional 
baskets. Create two coasters with 
ceramic base and five rows of pine 
needle stitching using the wheat 
stitch and artificial sinew. A variety 
of ceramic bases, made by a local 
potter, and a variety of sinew colors 
will be available for your selection.
Sunday, December 5
Noon - 4 p.m.
For adults and children 12 
and older accompanied 
by an adult
Adults: $35  RP
(Nonmembers - $45)
Children: $30 
(Nonmembers - $40)
Pre-registration required by 
December 3rd, call 964-8505

WILDERNESS OF 
DENALI 100*
Experience the winter solitude 
of 61 days in the backcountry 
of Denali National Park, Alaska 
with our Community Program 
Coordinator, Willie Karidis. Karidis 
retraces pioneering naturalist 
Charles Sheldon 100 years after he 
explored, hunted and lived off the 
land of Denali. Karidis learned all 
he could about Denali, the winter 
wilderness and ultimately, himself.
Wednesday, December 8
7 - 8 p.m.
For adults & accompanied 
children ages 10 
and older 

WPAdults: $5  
(Nonmembers - $10)
Children: Free 
(Nonmembers - $5)

STUDENT INTERN 
RESEARCH PROJECTS*
This program will highlight 
student and volunteer research 
projects conducted in Riverside 
Park throughout the year.  Each 
student will present a short 
summary of his/her work, which 
includes studies of the State-
threatened Butler’s Gartersnake, 
GIS mapping of fruit and nut trees, 
turtle monitoring, transportation 
surveys and mapping trees in the 
new Rotary Centennial arboretum.
Tuesday,  
December 14
7 p.m. RP
For adults
$5 suggested donation 
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Join thousands of volunteers 
from around the world for the 
annual Christmas Bird Count. 
Data we collect contribute to an 
international database that looks 
at bird population trends. We will 
hike north to Capitol Drive along 
the east bank of the Milwaukee 
River, stop for a quick brunch 
and return along the west bank. 
Please follow us to Lake Park in 
the afternoon for refreshments and 
more birding. Dress for a long 
hike appropriate to the weather 
and bring money for brunch.
Saturday,  
December 18
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. RP
For adults
$5 donation to National 
Audubon Society
Call to register, 964-8505

BEESENTATIONS - ALL 
ABOUT THE BEES!*
Bees and Beekeeping Revealed! 
Bees play an important role 
in our food systems. This is 
an introduction to bees and 
beekeeping. Learn the difference 
between wasps and bees. Discover 
who’s inside the hive and how Man 
has managed bees for pollination 
and honey. Whether you want to 
start a dance with bees through 
beekeeping, or just learn of the 
dance they do to find nectar, 
this course gets you buzzing.
1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month
7 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults RP
$10  
(Nonmembers - $15)
Call to register, 964-8505

A D U LT  L E A R N I N G  C O N T I N U E D

INTRO TO X-C SKIING
Trying to find a way to enjoy cold 
winter days? Learn how to cross 
country ski!  Bring an adventurous 
spirit; we’ll provide the skis and 
hot chocolate.  We will begin 
on the athletic fields and then 
head into the woods or down 
the bike trail. Make sure to dress 
in layers. (weather pending)
Tuesday, 
December 14 or Wednesday, December 22
1 - 3:30 p.m.
For adults &  RP
accompanied chidren ages 12 and older
Adults: $10 (Nonmembers - $13)
Children: $7
(Nonmembers - $10)
Registration required, call 964-8505 

SPONTANEOUS SNOW OUTINGS
Snow-play enthusiasts: this is ideal for you! Sign up to join 
others interested in snowshoeing or skiing this winter. 
These spontaneous outings will be planned at short notice 
when the weather is right. Invitations will be sent by 
email. Email Chad at cthomack@urbanecologycenter.
org to add your name to this list. Beginners welcome!

BEGINNING T’AI CHI
Spend rush hour learning a new approach to physical fitness and 
mental/spiritual well being. Often called “meditation in motion”, 
T’ai Chi promotes balance and strength with a flexible, relaxed and 
integrated body and mind. Come experience T’ai Chi to explore 
its benefits and see why it has been practiced by so many for 
hundreds of years. This class will be held weekly for 3 months. 
Every Wednesday through December 15
5 - 6 p.m.
For adults and teens RP
$10 (Nonmembers - $12) per session
Payments due monthly
Call to register, 964-8505

U R B A N  A D V E N T U R E S

BOOK YOUR OWN TOUR!
Can’t make it to one of our free building tours or do you have a group 
of five or more who want to visit? Private garden, green building, 
location and park tours are available for individuals or groups. 
Please contact Mike at 964-8505, x126, for fees and scheduling. 

RIVERSIDE PARK BUILDING TOURS*
Get an insider’s view of the Urban Ecology Center’s 
Riverside Park’s green facility through these staff-led tours. 
Explore and learn about our innovative building design and 
programming from the folks who are “in the know”.
Every Wednesday, 9 - 10:15 a.m. 
For adults & accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated RP
Call 964-8505 to register

U R B A N  E C O LO G Y  C E N T E R  T O U R S
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VICTORY GARDEN 
INITIATIVE’S  
FIRST ANNUAL 
FRUITY NUTTY 
AFFAIR

Saturday, November 6
6:30 10:30 p.m.
Urban Ecology Center 
-- Riverside Park
1500 E. Park Pl.
For adults
$50
To buy tickets: go to: www. 
victorygardeninitiative.org  
or contact Gretchen Mead 
at GretchenMead@gmail.
com or 414-333-2537
The Urban Ecology Center 
provides support to special 
grassroots efforts that are 
working on good ideas that 
relate to the Center’s mission. 
We think of it as incubating 
good ideas so they can take 
root and grow. The Victory 
Garden Initiative is one of 
those efforts. The group 
“promotes the use of our own 
backyards (and front yards 
and rooftops and patios) for 
the production of food.” 
Since we are supporting VGI 
as their fiscal sponsor and we 
are interested in their success, 
we are happy to promote 
their first fundraising event. 

Join the Victory Garden 
Initiative as they launch 
Milwaukee’s Urban Food 
Forest. The evening will 
begin with foods containing 
locally grown hazelnuts, 
locally brewed hard cider, 
beers and wines, and guest 
appearances from some truly 
Fruity Nutty characters. 
At 8 p.m. there will be a 
panel discussion about the 
importance of perennial food 
crops, especially hazelnuts, 
in our urban food shed. 
Guests will hear from local 
decision- makers as they 
discuss urban agriculture in 
the Milwaukee area. Then 
everyone will head outside 
into Riverside Park and join 
us as we plant a ceremonial 
Hazelnut tree. All proceeds 
support the Victory Garden 
Initiative’s Fruity Nutty 
Campaign. Cocktail attire. 

VICTORY GARDEN 
INITIATIVE: EAT 
AND MEET*
Join the Victory Garden Initiative 
at a monthly Eat and Meet. This 
is a meeting for newcomers as 
well as active VGI volunteers. We 
start at 6:30 with a potluck and at 
7:00 we break into workgroups. 
Tuesdays, 
November 2 & 
December 7 RP
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated

FRIENDS OF REAL FOOD*
Share a potluck dinner and join the 
enthusiastic, informative discussion. 

November: Coffee That’s Grown 
Responsibly. Speaker: Steve 
Hawthorne, Stone Creek Coffee. Do 
you begin your day with a cup of 
coffee? Do you want to know more 
about how to choose the best coffee? 
Steve Hawthorne, the Green Coffee 
Buyer from Stone Creek Coffee, will 
take us on a photo journey as he 
teaches us about the coffee industry, 
Stone Creek’s Grown Responsibly 
buying philosophy, and the farms 
and farmers who grow their coffee 
beans. 
December: Movie Night - My 
Father’s Garden. This engrossing 
and moving film explores 
sustainable agriculture and the 
contrast between chemical and 
organic farming. The filmmaker 
interweaves her personal story of 
her father’s conventional farming 
experience in the 1950’s with 
the hopeful story of how organic 
pioneer Fred Kirschenmann 
helped transition his family’s 
large farm in North Dakota from 
chemical to organic farming. 
Wednesdays, 
November 3 & 
December 8 RP
6 - 8 p.m.
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated

UEC PHOTO CLUB*
Explore nature in an artistic light 
and develop new skills. Check 
out our website at www.uecpc.
org. Newcomers welcome!
Thursdays, November 4 & 
December 2 
6:30 p.m.  RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

COMMUNITY LIVING 
OPTIONS GROUP-
MILWAUKEE*
We happily announce that 
Community Living Options 
Group-Milwaukee has a new home 
at The Urban Ecology Center 
and welcome those interested 
in exploring community living 
options to join us. This concept 
is enjoying renewed excitement 
across the country because of its 
sustainability and practicality. We 
meet to learn, support and promote 
ideas with each other.  
November: Visit on November 
6th to StoneSoup housing Co-op in 
Chicago.  
December: Personal experience 
living in Milwaukee co-
housing, past and present
Tuesdays, 
November 9 & 
December 14 RP
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

URBAN ECHO POETS*
Our purpose is to observe and 
experience nature, then to express 
these observations in poetry and 
essay. We will read and write 
and appreciate poetry with 
images from nature at its core.
Thursdays, November 11 &  
December 9
7 p.m. RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

URBAN STARGAZERS*
Join us for fun, information 
and stargazing. 
Thursdays, November 11 &  
December 9
7 p.m. RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

VEGETARIAN POTLUCK*
Bring a plate and fork along 
with your meatless dish to share 
at our picnic style meal. 
Thursdays, November 18 & 
December 16
6:30 - 8 p.m. RP
For adults & 
accompanied children
Free - donations welcome

TRANSITION 
MILWAUKEE*
Transition Milwaukee is part 
of an international movement 
to address the challenges of 
climate change and peak oil 
proactively by relocalizing. 

November: All City Hub Meeting. 
We invite all those interested in or 
already working in Transition to 
connect, share and collaborate. It’s a 
chance for neighborhood groups to 
exchange ideas and to discuss goals 
and progress. Guest Alderperson 
TBD. 
December: Rekindling the 
Spirit. Rob Hopkins, author of 
the Transition Handbook, calls the 
Transition Initiative “an evolving 
exploration into the Head, Heart 
and Hands of Energy Descent.” 
Much of our focus to date has been 
on the Head and the Hands, and 
this meeting will be on the Heart. 
We will explore the deeper reasons 
for why we strive to transition and 
how we can do so with strength, 
understanding and compassion. 
Mondays,November 22 & 
December 20
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Childcare available: $4  
(Nonmembers - $6)
Call to register, 964-8505

EARLY MORNING 
BIRDWALKS
Interested bird watchers of 
all ability levels are invited 
to explore bird life with us. 
Binoculars available.
Every Wednesday except 
December 22 & 29
8 a.m. 

WP

Every Thursday except 
November 25
8 a.m.  RP

For adults and 
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated

I N T E R E S T  G R O U P S C O M M U N I T Y 
C O N N E C T I O N S

VISIT US OVER THE HOLIDAYS!
Be sure to check our calendar for our special holiday 

hours during the last two weeks of December.
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VOLUNTEER ORIENTATIONS
Want to spend more time outside? 
Looking to work alongside ecologically-
minded people? Interested in sharing 
your gifts with the community? 
Come find out how you can 
contribute your time and talents 
to the Urban Ecology Center.

Riverside Park
Saturdays, November 6 & December 4
10:30 a.m. - noon
Friday, November 12
3 - 4:30 p.m.
Friday, December 10
3 - 4:30 p.m. 

Washington Park
Every Saturday except December 25
10 - 11a.m. 

For everyone
Free - donations appreciated

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
by Susan Winans, Volunteer Coordinator

Save the date and watch 
your mail for an invitation!

Volunteer 
Appreciation 

Dinner
At our Riverside 
Park location

Wednesday, 
November 17 

5 - 8 p.m.

PARK RANGERS
Dress for the weather and join other 
volunteers as we walk through 
the parks picking up trash and 
noting any maintenance needs.  

Riverside Park
Saturdays, November 13 & 27 (no 
Park Ranger dates in December)
9 - 10:30 a.m.

Washington Park
Every Saturday except  
December 25 & 31 
9 - 10 a.m.
For adults and accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

BURDOCK BRIGADE 
The Burdock Brigade engages in 
hands-on restoration activities: 
removing exotic invasive plant species 
and propagating and planting native 
species in order to preserve and restore 
native vegetation and animal habitats.

Riverside Park
•	Every Tuesday 

9 - 11 a.m.
•	1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month 

9-10:30am 
Washington Park
•	Every Thursday except November 25 

& December 24 
4:30 - 6 p.m.

Washington Park Senior Center 
•	Every Thursday except November 25 

& December 24 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

For everyone
Free - donations appreciated 

PAPERMAKING
Join other volunteers as we learn 
the art of recycled papermaking 
to create beautiful gifts for 
our Center’s supporters.  

Riverside Park
Every Wednesday, except  
November 24 & December 29
4 - 6 p.m.
For adults and accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

LIFE’S LESSONS
continued from page 1

learn the geologic history, the native 
plants and animals of the Milwaukee 
area, the history of the Center and 
Riverside Park and the curriculum 
I will be teaching here. My “light 
bulb” moment was just a few weeks 
ago. Now, school has started and 
NEEP is in full swing. Students 
from nearby schools are coming with 
their teachers to spend some time 
learning outside of the classroom. 
And I am learning along with them.

Having lots of facts and statistics 
in our heads is a good thing, but 
the ability to learn and apply new 
information is even more important. 
Thankfully, I’ve had wonderful 
people in my life to teach me how 
to thrive in situations like the one 
I’m in now. I can’t memorize a map 
of every city I might move to in 
advance, or learn the curriculum 
of every nature center I could hope 
to work at someday, but I still feel 

prepared to take on the challenges 
that are right in front of me.

My goal as a NEEP educator is to 
teach my students to think critically, 
ask questions, see the whole picture 
and be adaptive and open-minded. 
The students from our Body Systems 
class probably won’t remember what 
“peristalsis” means or exactly why or 
how owls form the pellets we pulled 
apart in class, but they will remember 
that they are alive right now because 
of the connections between their 
body systems and the world around 
them. They will be ready to look 
for connections when studying 
other academic disciplines and will 
be able to look for similarities and 
differences in other situations. We 
can’t teach them all they will need 
to know for every challenge that 
will come their way, but hopefully, 
through environmental education, 
we can teach them the skills to find 
what they need on their own. 
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FOUNDATIONS / 
CORPORATIONS

A.O. Smith 
Foundation, Inc.

Antonia Foundation
Badger Meter 
Foundation

C&N Family 
Foundation, Inc

Community Benefit 
Trust Fund

Constance P. Godfrey 
2004 Trust

Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation, Inc

Hanson Dodge
Heartland Advisors
HGA Architects 
and Engineers

John Anderson’s 
Lock Service

Johnson Ohana 
Charitable 
Foundation

Jorgensen 
Family Fund

LISC
Neighborhoods 
United for 
Washington Park

Neighbors United for 
Washington Park

Outpost Natural 
Foods

Puelicher 
Foundation, Inc.

R.A. Stevens Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Ubela, Inc.
Wells Fargo 
Foundation Greater 
Milwaukee

Wisconsin Energy 
Foundation

The Urban Ecology Center receives a majority of its support from local foundations, corporations and individuals. This section of our newsletter 
is reserved to thank you and the many supporters of the Center.  The names listed are those who made a contribution to the Urban 
Ecology Center in the two months since our previous newsletter. 

We thank those of you who have begun a new membership, renewed your membership or given a gift membership.  Since our membership 
has grown to 3000 households we no longer can list all of our new and renewing members here. When space is available we will print the list 
of in kind donations. Rest assured we appreciate every donation and membership and are working hard to make your investment in the Center 
produce results 7 days a week, 357 days of the year!  Call Ginger at the Center if your name has not appeared as you expected. 

GIFTS IN  
HONOR OF…

In honor of Marybeth 
Anderson’s birthday 
- Harald T.  
  Halvorsen 
- William A. Koehn 
- Holly S. Loveland

In honor of Katrien 
Brak & Nathan 
Shapiro’s wedding  
- Philip Rha 

In honor of Andy 
Borland & Audrey 
Miller’s wedding 
- Daniel Hable

In honor of Danni & 
Shel Gendelman’s 
anniversary 
- Shivia L. Gerhardt

In honor of Betsy 
Guerrero & Matt 
Woida”s wedding 
- Else Ankel

In honor of Dennis 
Grzezinski 
- Cheri Briscoe 
- James Connolly 
- Mark Manthe 
- Mark Thomsen

In honor of  
Jean Pelzek 
- Adam Pelzek

In honor of Alissa 
Schauer from UWM 
deaf/hard of hearing 
program 
- Sarah Harwick

In honor of Hannah 
Thompson Bat 
Mitzvah 
- Ronald Shapiro 
- Ronald Switzer

In honor of Whitefish 
Bay High School 
graduates: Elsa 
Bruno, Saskia 
Burmeister, Rob 
Casey, Micah 
Leinbach & Martha 
Leuthner 
- Kara A. Harmon

GIFTS IN  
MEMORY OF…

In memory of Chris/
Kyle Schmid 
- Beatrice Thacher

DONORS 
Megan Adams
Ann Brummitt
Mary Claire Collins
Brian J. Cummings
Eddee Daniel
John deHartog
Mike DeWan
Sandy Duffy
Paul Fleckenstein
David Froiland
Erin Fuller
Lori Gendelman
Jennifer Goldbaum
Daniel C. Good
Lindsay Hammerer
Chris Hanson
John Harris
Charles V. James
Mary Kamps
Mary Kelly
Deborah Kern
Kathlynn Kirk
Val Klump
Josh Knox
Thomas Kuhlmann
Paula Leinbach
Patricia Linehan

Larry MacDonald
Walter Neevel
Nancy Noeske
Samuel Owens
Robert Paddock
Robert Pavlik
Lauren Poppen
Philip Pyne
Mariana Rincon
Karen Samelson
Beth Silver
Carol Skornicka
Todd Stone
Jane Tanner
Mary Beth Whalen
Sharon Williams
Kimberlee Wright
Samantha Ziolkowski

CLOSE THE GAP 
CAMPAIGN 
DONORS
Mary Allegre
Marc Andraca
Janine Arseneau
Astor Street 
Foundation, Inc.

Nancy Aten
Stephen E. Bablitch
Anne Bales
Nicole Bickham
Jamie Bilgo
Kelsey Burke
Monique Charlier
Vivian Corres
Crowdrise
Deborah Daley
David & Julia 
Uihlein Charitable 
Foundation

Evelyn Dickmann
Harry Drake
Nicole Farmer

Vivian Faye
Gerry Fischer
James Flint
Susan T. Fox
Patricia Geenen
Barbara Gilmore
Mary Anne Gross
Jean Guequierre
Kay Hahn
Joan Herriges
Judy Holmes
Ruth Joachim
Peter July
Matthew Kamm
Katie Gingrass 
Gallery

Kathy Kean
Carrie Kelroy
Diane Kercheck
Judy Knight
William M. Koch
Mary S. Krawczyk
Rod Krings
Mike Larson
John E. Laubach
Sonja Lee
Leonard Levine
Kelley Linehan
Karen Maierle
Juanita Malloy
Kay McCartney
Tresca Meiling
Joyce Miller
Dave Misky
Erik Moeser
Catherine Mossman
Patricia H. Mueller
Rose Mary Muller
Brandt Mylott
Rebecca Neumann
Margery K. O’Brien
Nicole Palasz
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Tom Pelletier
Craig Pierce
Kathryn Podmokly
Heather Price
Kathleen Raab
Miriam Reading
Charla Reetz
Dave Remstad
Barbara Richards
Julia Rodemeier
John Rogers
Fred Ruenzel
Stephanie Sandy
Jane Schneider
Pat Schroeder
Judith Grace Scott
Marsha Sehler
Eddie Shea
Joseph N. Skotarzak
Mary Stetson
Carol Tishler
Barbara Todd
Eric Vogel
von Briesen & 
Roper, s.c.

Phillip Waitkus
Jennifer Wilson
Gertrude Zauner
Corey Zetts

3RD ANNUAL 
SOLSTICE SOIREE 
AND AUCTION 
DONORS
Steve Arenzon
Christoper Banaszak
Caroline Bolger
Ginny Bolger
Jennifer Bolger-
Breceda

Tim Bowers
Brew City Bruisers 
Rollergirls

Heidi Burmeister
Keith Burns
Peter B. Campbell
Kevin A. Carr
John Clancy
James Clarke
Timothy W. Cotter
Eric Crawford
Stephanie Cruse
Derek Deubel
Paula Duncan
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
Gonzalez Saggio 
& Harlan LLP

Robert M. Graumann
Samantha Green

that the organizers felt are necessary to sustain a whole 
and healthy community where the best thoughts come 
forward and all people are considered. We spent a lot of 
time exploring oppression, diversity, communication and 
personal voice. This was not a “kum-ba-ya” experience 
for personal growth, but a uniquely structured method 
to maximize global and community thought with the 
hope that we who were selected would bring back what 
we learned to our communities. It was the diversity of the 
group that made the process work. The different voices 
and sometimes radical perspectives pushed the dialogue in 
vital ways that are absent in totally like minded settings.  

Dennis Grzezinski
David Harvey
Fred Heller
Troy A. Hilliard
William Horley
Jacqueline Johnson
Johnson Controls, 
Inc.

Susie Kasten
David Kornreich
Ed Krishok
Kelly Lambeth
Sarah Langerman
E.J. Larson
Cora Lee-Palmer
Theresa Lins
Katherine McGregor
Milwaukee 
Private Wealth 
Management, Inc

Margaret J. Moore
Blake Moret
Carolyn Morse
Tim Ottman
Charles Powell
John Raymond
Rockwell 
Automation

Alice Rorabeck

Bill Rumpf
Jim Schleif
Todd Schlenker
Deborah G. Spanic
John Trimble
John Vanlieshout
Rebecca Vaughn
Timothy Vellinga
James B. Wigdale
Andre Williams
Troy Wohlt
Erika Wolf
James Wood

TEEN ADVENTURE 
CHALLENGE
Michael D. Holloway
Will Nasgovitz
Park Bank 
Foundation

Sigma-Aldrich 
Corporation

The Newark Group

The Sigma Group
WEYCO GROUP 
Charitable Trust

Tracy Wilkins

IN KIND 
DONORS 

Apple Die
Tom Bachhuber
Entercom 
Milwaukee LLC

Danni Gendelman
Christine Kabara
Julia Kirchner
Elizabeth Kuhn
Debbie McCalister
Amber Miller
Bonnie Poquette
REI - Brookfield
David Stone
Trek Bicycle 
Corporation

So, did we save the world? Of course not ... but I came 
back feeling affirmed that so much of what we are doing 
at the Urban Ecology Center is right and also aware that 
there is room for much improvement. Our leadership at 
the Center and in Milwaukee as a whole demands a more 
diverse voice. I see this much more clearly. I see a need to 
expand our imagination when it comes to organizational 
partnerships so we intentionally cross more economic and 
social boundaries. The value of listening was reinforced, 
as well as the value of concise communication. Talk less, 
listen more, say only what you need to say. I came away 
with 20 close friends and much pride in my new spoon. 

CREATING A WHOLE COMMUNITY
continued from page 4

Thank 
You
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MEMBERSHIPName ________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City ________________________________________ 

State/Zip _________________________

Phone ________________________________________

Email ______________________________________

My neighborhood park is   
  Riverside     Washington     I love them all!

 I would like to volunteer.  Please contact me.

Charge my membership to:    Master Card   Visa

Card Number _______ - ________ - _______ - _______ 

Expiration Date  _______/_______ 

Signature  _______________________  Date  _________

Please make your check payable to:  
Urban Ecology Center and return it 
with this form to:

Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211 
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Did you know you can give a donation, join or renew your 
membership securely online? Visit wwwurbanecologycenter.org 
and click either “donations” or “membership”

Renew or begin your membership, choose one:
 Individual ($25) includes guest    Family ($35)    Student ($12)

Financial assistance is available. Please call Nikiya Harris, Development 
Assistant at x104 or nharris@urbanecologycenter.org for details.

Give a gift membership:
 Individual ($25) includes guest    Family ($35)   Student ($12)

Recipient Name _______________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________
Day Phone ___________________  Eve. ___________________
Email ________________________________________________
Send the announcement card to    Me    Gift recipient
Occasion __________________  Deliver by __________

Please accept my gift to support:
	Provide a membership for a low income family ($35)
	Provide an educational program for families ($75)
	Provide a summer camp scholarship ($195)
	Support a high school summer intern ($600)
	Restore native plants to an acre of public land ($1000)
	Sponsor	a	school	for	a	year,	24	field	trips	for	city	kids!	($5000)

Total Enclosed _____________________

DONATION (IN ADDITION TO MEMBERSHIP)

TM

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY TODAY!

FSC logo

Candlelight 
Walk
Riverside Park
Saturday,  
December 18
7 - 9 p.m.


