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From the Solar Village to the UeC: An AmAzing story And gift
by Beth Fetterley, Senior Director of Education and Strategic Planning

Emerging from the subway station into
a light drizzle, my first glimpse of the
village was of a boxy, geometric wood
building with three solar arrays poking
up from the roof. Its closest neighbor was
a black building, covered from ground
to roof in a mosaic of shiny photovoltaic
panels. Between these two buildings and
lining the mall in Washington, DC were
droves of people welcoming me to the US
Department of Energy’s 2009 Solar Decathlon! Dubbed the
“Solar Village,” this amazing experience was captured well
through photos, virtual tours and more on the website: http://
www.solardecathlon.org. Soon you will be able to experience
a piece of the “Solar Village” right here in Milwaukee.

the Urban Ecology Center to the
decathlon. Knowing that the architecture
department offers a rigorous program
and anticipating opportunities for cross
departmental learning, Greg launched
into preparations for this competition in
2007. After two years of new curriculum
development, thousands of volunteer
labor hours, the involvement of over 150
students, interdepartmental collaboration
and much fundraising, UWM’s building competed in this
international race to design a functioning 800 square foot
home that produces all of its own energy. Over a two week
period, judges and observers would test the building.

Greg Thompson, a visionary professor at UW-Milwaukee’s
School of Architecture and Urban Planning, introduced

Twenty teams, of forty that applied, were selected to
demonstrate their solutions to reduce ever-growing energy
Continued on page 11
consumption. Since over 40% of the

iCe Skating in WaShington Park!

i like old PeoPle

by Joey Zocher, Washington Park Program Director

by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

I love it when people stop in and tell me stories about the
past. Just the other day someone stopped in with a photo
from the early 1900s of the lagoon filled with ice skaters.
It’s remarkable to see how excited people are when they
talk about their memories of skating in Washington Park.
It made us even more determined to bring this activity
back to the park. We are very happy to announce that
there will be ice skating again on the lagoon this year!

“I like old people” … Is that OK to say? Or how about this:
“Some of my best friends are old.”… Somehow that sounds
even worse! Well, even if I can’t find the right words to say
it, it is still true. I find that, almost without exception, when
I’m willing to cross the invisible age boundary that exists in
our culture, I am well-rewarded. Let’s see if I can explain.

As the word is starting to spread, there are several
recurring questions I thought I could answer for you
here. The first most frequently asked question is:
“When Will the ice be open?”
Our lagoon will be included on the Milwaukee County
Outdoor Ice Skating location list. What this means is that
when the County Parks staff determines that the ice is
thick enough, they will announce it on their website: www.
Continued on page 5
countyparks.com (click on Water-

This thought process started while I was eating lunch at Beans
and Barley and I noticed something. Every table was full,
but each table had the same age demographic. There were a
few tables with older people, a bunch of tables with people
maybe in their 30s and a couple tables of what I’d guess to
be college kids, but there were not any tables with mixed
ages. Since that first observation, I now have become aware of
this phenomenon everywhere. If you see two or more people
jogging together, they are almost always the same general age;
when groups ride in a car – same age; friends at the movies –
same age. Schools, camps, sports, clubs – they are almost all
segregated by age. Even churches have separate young singles,
Continued on page 5
couples and old-timers groups.
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droPletS
River Reflections is created and
distributed through a team effort by
the following people: Carijean Buhk,
Ginger Duiven, Judy Krause, Lindy
Meer, Pat Mueller, Nikiya Harris, Shirley
Spelt and a volunteer mailing crew.
Contributing writers: Beth Fetterley,
Glenna Holstein, Ken Leinbach, Steve
Marshall, Jim Schleif, Tim Vargo,
Susan Winans and Joey Zocher.
River Reflections is a publication of
the Urban ecology Center. The
Urban ecology Center is a 501(c)3
tax exempt nonprofit organization. Its
facility and programming are made
possible through the generous annual
contributions of 82 foundations and
corporations, over 3000 member
and donor families and many in-kind
donors. no tax dollars are used to
operate the Urban ecology Center.







To make a contribution, please see page
14 for the easy to use form, visit our
website at www.urbanecologycenter.
org or call call Nikiyia Harris at x104.
The Urban Ecology Center
fosters ecological understanding
as inspiration for change,
neighborhood by neighborhood.
Our Environmental Community Centers:

· Protect and use public natural
areas, making them safe,
accessible and vibrant.

· Promote community by offering
resources that support learning,
volunteerism, stewardship, recreation,
and camaraderie.
· Practice and model environmentally
responsible behaviors
Urban ecology Center
riverside park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
(414) 964-8505 Fax: (414) 964-1084
uec@urbanecologycenter.org
Hours of operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Washington park, 4151 W. Lisbon Ave.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208
(414) 344-5460 Fax: (414) 344-5462
jzocher@urbanecologycenter.org
Hours of operation:
Tuesday - Friday: 4 - 7 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Snow shovelers. Help shovel the
walkways surrounding our building
in Riverside Park and get us ready
for the public. Please contact Chris
at x150 for more information.
Urban Ecology Center in the
news! Special thanks to writer
Theresa Lins and the Wisconsin
Academy of Sciences, Arts and
Letters for featuring the Center in
the cover story of the Fall 2009
issue of their quarterly magazine
Wisconsin People and Ideas. If you’d
like a copy, call or email us and
we’ll send you the article.
Our partnership with the New
Horizons High School was
featured in Shorewood Today
Magazine’s Fall 2009 issue.

· Provide outdoor science education for
urban youth.

· Preserve and enhance these natural
areas and their surrounding waters.

Winterfest gets a cool new home!
With ice skating on the lagoon (see
article on page 1) our Washington
Park branch is the perfect
Winterfest spot! Come on over
January 30th from noon - 4 p.m.



Center honored at STEMMYS.
As a result of our partnership with
Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS)
the Center and MPS were honored
at the 6th Annual sySTEMnow
Conference by the Engineers
and Scientists of Milwaukee. An
Honorable Mention award in
the Partnerships category was
presented to representatives of
both organizations at the 2009
Excellence in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math)
Awards – the STEMMYS – on
Tuesday, October 20. Mary Staten,
Science Curriculum Specialist at
MPS, accepted the award for MPS.
Development Assistant Nikiya
Harris represented the Center
in November at the STEMfest
Community Day and appeared on
the cover of The Milwaukee Times .

Wish List
Thank you to the many people who
have given wish list items. Your
contributions have helped us serve
our programs, parks and community.
Below is a partial list of items
we need. You can find our full
list at www.urbanecologycenter.
org/donations/donations.html
For riverside Park

Contact: Judy Krause, 964-8505, x102.

• Air compressor
• Alka-seltzer tablets
• Bathroom stools
• Chicken wire
• Clean sand
• Corded circular saw
• Cornstarch
• Electric corded or cordless
impact driver
• Field stone
• Hardware cloth (square
wire mesh)
• Heavy duty floor jack,
min. 5 ton hydraulic
• Ice trays
• Mittens and glovesespecially adult sizes
• Potting soil
• Pruning loppers
• Reptile-basking light bulbs,
infrared light bulbs, heat
rocks and heat pads
• Skate skis
• Small all occasion gift bags
• Pretzels, graham crackers
• Waterproof pants for kids
For Washington Park

Contact: Joey Zocher, (414) 344-5460.

• Bike helmets & locks
• Blenders
• Brooms/ice hockey equipment
• Convex security mirror
• Extension cords
• Flashlights
• Gas powered ice auger
• Hot chocolate mix
• Ice fishing tip-up
• Non-cloth stackable chairs
• Pants for children ages 3-7
• Plastic cups for cocoa
• Plastic storage bins with lids
• Power strips
• Sleds
• Snowblower
• Socks
• Trash grabbers
• Video camera
• White shirts for silkscreening
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What Color iS yoUr Bird-WatChing?
by Tim Vargo, Manager of Research and Citizen Science

Many of us like to look at birds, in
part because of their striking colors. A
cardinal in February brings a brilliant
flash of red to a white landscape,
while a male Wood Duck in breeding
plumage looks as if he came straight
from a color-by-number book. But my
focus for this article isn’t on the color
of birds, but of their watchers. Literally
speaking, birders should avoid wearing
white or other brilliant colors that
may scare away birds, but that’s for
another day. Today, I’m going to focus
on the figurative colors of birdwatchers
and the impact of their actions.
The color green has come to symbolize
nature and ecologically-sensitive issues
(green products, green buildings,
etc.). Birding would seem to be a

“green” hobby and often it is, but
consider the following examples:
Many birders are “listers,” engaging
in personal or competitive goals of
maximizing the number of bird species
on their life list (or state or county list).
Joe Birder decides that he needs the
Fluff-breasted Sneezlehort on his life
list, so he gets on an airplane and flies
many thousands of miles to East Sneezle
Island, not considering the huge carbon
footprint his actions entail. Or consider
Sally Birder who just saw an endangered
Lesser-rumped Syrup-Sipper at
Riverside Park. She posts her sighting
on the internet and hundreds of people
get in their cars to see this bird (again
the carbon footprint), which then gets
harassed day and night until it leaves.

giVing natUrally:
A Theme CArrying Us for generATions To Come
by Jim Schleif, Urban Ecology Center Board of Directors

What could be more simple?
Two words, “Giving Naturally”
that provide an identity to the
philanthropic nature and actions of
our closest friends: our donors
and members.
In conjunction with the UEC Board’s
ongoing strategic planning and new
initiatives, the Board’s Development
Committee is focusing on launching a
powerful image and umbrella theme
for all our philanthropic endeavors.
These endeavors include our
annual, special project and planned
giving campaigns as well as special
appreciation events for our donors.
“The Urban Ecology Center relies
on significant private support for
our annual operating budget —
nearly $2 million for 2010. Our
donors are our lifeline,” said Will

Nasgovitz, UEC Board Member
and Chair of the Development
Committee. “Our organization is
extremely entrepreneurial and our
programs continue to remain cuttingedge locally and nationally. People
are compelled to give naturally
to something they see making a
difference and as an extension of
themselves and vision. So we thought
‘Giving Naturally’ was the perfect
name for our philanthropy efforts.”
When you love a cause as much as
we all love the the Urban Ecology
Center, it seems “natural” to give
from our heart and with our resources.
Stay tuned for the unveiling of our
future case for support, exciting
new initiatives, and our “Giving
Naturally” logo and campaigns. Then
enjoy being part of our philanthropic
circle of friends in the years to come.
We can’t thank you enough!

Both Joe and Sally mean well, but
they may want to look at a couple
of resources that could help them
understand the broader impacts
of their actions. The American
Birding Association put together a
Birder’s Code of Ethics (www.aba.
org), which sets guideline to ensure
bird safety and well-being. Plus,
there is a growing green-birding
movement started by Sparroworks
in Canada. Green or carbon-neutral
birding focuses on lists generated by
human power with the associated
benefits of reducing greenhouse
emissions, increasing exercise and
coming to know and appreciate the
birds in your own neighborhood.
So for 2010, I am going to create a
BIGBY (Big Green Birding Year)
list to see how long a bird list I can
generate from my home without using
extra fossil fuels. Luckily, I just moved
to the Washington Park area which is
an excellent spot for birds. I can also
add to my list by biking to local green
spaces including Riverside Park.
If you would like to join me in creating
your own BIGBY list, please visit
www.sparroworks.ca for guidelines.
There are 3 categories: the walking
BIGBY, the self-propelled BIGBY
(add bikes, canoes, etc.) and the public
transit BIGBY. If you’re up for a bit
of healthy competition, shoot me an
e-mail and I’ll accept a friendly wager
involving baked goods or a canoe trip.
According to the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, birding is an $100 billion
industry with 50 million birders in the
U.S. alone. If even a small percentage
of them considered using more people
power to get to the birds (or carpooling
or public transit or fuel-efficient
vehicles), the color of birding would
turn a much deeper shade of green.
For more information on greenbirding or to pony up a wager
with Tim, contact him at x116.
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Where are We going today?
by Glenna Holstein, Environmental Educator

“Who knows where we’re going today?”
is the first question we ask a group of
students when we arrive at their school
to pick them up for their field trip.
And for the very first time, I got the
right answer. No, I don’t mean “The
Urban Ecology Center”— they usually
get that right. But today, the answer
that I got came from a first grader
at Urban Day School. He proudly
responded, “We’re goin’ to the woods!”
That little guy got it just right and it
was a powerful reminder to me of what
my job is really about. As adults, I
think it’s tempting to get caught up in
all the incredible features of the UEC
building in Riverside Park. I know
sometimes when I’ve brought outof-town friends to see where I work,
I often show them the building, but
stop short of showing them the whole
park. But really, the park is where I
work, and it’s the point of my job.
Sometimes kids are better at getting
the point than adults are, as that first
grader showed me. Kids can feel the
importance of watching milkweed
seeds blow away out of their hand

and over the river. They understand
how special it is when, after making
a whole chorus of frog noises, they
discover a real bullfrog that’s been
sitting under the plant in front of
them the whole time. They find magic
while imagining their own little world
inside a shelter built of sticks and learn
gentleness by using just one finger
to softly stroke a tiny brown snake.
So, if you haven’t been out in the forest
recently, I’d encourage you to get out
there. Don’t let the building be a road
block; it’s meant to be a gateway. And
when you go, you should take a friend.
Or better yet, take a child! Through
their eyes, it will be easy to see the
magic in the sparkling slime trail
left by a slug or the world of wonder
that unfolds as they imagine what
animal could have left those tracks.
It’s really fun to let kids teach us every
once in a while and I’m really lucky,
because I get to do that every day. On
that same day another Urban Day first
grader told me, “You love yo’ job!” I
had to laugh, because once again, the
first grader had gotten it just right.

looking eaSt
Jan/FeB 2010
by Steve Marshall, Urban Stargazers

Some stellar attractions to view in the
early evenings are best spotted as they
rise in the east. Facing east, observe
the bright close twin stars in Gemini:
Castor is higher and closer to the North
Star, while Pollux is redder in tint.
Which one has a close companion?
Arching back (a good stretch) you
see the very bright (first magnitude)
yellowish star Capella atop a kind of
pentagon of stars: Auriga, the charioteer.
Straighten up and swivel to southeast
and be grabbed by the undeniably
human form of Orion, loaded with
bright stars boxing in the defining belt
of three close, second magnitude stars.
With binoculars, a gaze slightly lower
will present the famous emission nebula
M42. Its brilliant plumes of red and
pink are ubiquitous in magazine photos
but only greens and darker shadows
can be picked up without minute-long
camera shots. Try it with your digital
camera and a tripod zooming just
enough to get the whole constellation.
If sunspot and solar flare activity picks
up, you may hear mention of Auroras or
“Northern Lights”. Hurry, they won’t
stick around many minutes. Just go
outside and look....north, not east! :)

it’S Cold oUtSide —
time to think aBoUt SUmmer!
send yoUr Child To An UrbAn eCology CenTer sUmmer CAmp!

Urban Ecology Center day camps are a fun and active way for
your kids to learn about the outdoors this summer! Experienced
environmental educators guide your kids on scientific and outdoor
recreation explorations throughout Riverside and Washington Parks
and other Milwaukee County greenspaces. We have camps for kids in
preschool - 8th grade.

Watch your mail for a special, members-only preview.
registration begins after January 15th.
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i like old PeoPle

iCe Skating at
WaShington Park!

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

List your closest friends. I’ll bet you
money that (if you were not influenced
by my introduction) almost all of them
are within five years of your current age.

relationships. These relationships,
explored in research by Louise Chawla,
are usually cross-generational and can
effectively inspire respect for the land.

Is any of this a problem? Maybe
not. It is just an observation
I found interesting.

At the Urban Ecology Center, we
take this research seriously. We try
to maximize neighborhood contact
with natural land while encouraging
diverse age groups to interact. Our
young summer camp kids are guided
by trained high school outdoor leaders
who are paired up with college interns.
These interns are then mentored by our
professional staff. Everyone is working,
learning and playing together. We
also have the benefit of so many wise
and trusted advisors: friends from our
board, our governance committees
and our general pool of volunteers.
This mentoring really works!

There is one obvious exception to this
phenomenon, of course. Whenever I
see two or more different generations
together, it is almost always a
family unit. Families are often the
one place where cross-generational
interaction occurs. However, every
family is different and even in
families there is no guarantee that real
friendship crosses the generations.
That said, I think my life is much,
much richer because of the many close
friends who are significantly older than
I am. My friend Erv, who taught my son
how to use a lathe and teaches me about
the value of direct communication.
Miriam, who has taught me how
nonprofits work and much about the
deeper meaning of life. Shirley, who is
my baseball buddy, besides so many
other things. Dick, who recently
passed away, but taught me always to
go for it. Else, who is my community
and environmental conscience. They
have so much more experience to draw
from, much less ego to get in the way
and they have learned to really listen
well. They are safe and easy friendships
– no competition between us, no
relationship tension, no reason not to
be open and 100% honest. They are
my wise and trusted advisors. They are
more than friends – they are mentors.
Mentoring relationships, or inspiring
role models, are keys to what we do
at the Urban Ecology Center. One
of the most important components
in forming an environmentally
aware citizen appears to be mentor

The cool thing here is that the crossgenerational thing goes the other way
as well. I could have just as easily
started the article with “I like young
people” and shared with you stories
about my friends Shawn, Antwuan,
Anders, Jackie and many more. I’m told
that when one gets older, crossing the
generation gap with a cluster of young
friends can be especially important.
Quoting my friend Miriam, “If we are
truly alive, we are learning from others,
of all ages, every day of our lives.”
As the New Year unfolds I invite
and encourage every one of you,
young or old, to come experience
what I’m talking about firsthand.
Come and volunteer at one of our
sites. Join our team and reach out
to someone of a different age and
experience level. Do this for them
and do this for yourself as well.
In closing, I bring good wishes to
all of you – young, old and in the
middle. I am so very grateful to
have you in our circle of friends.

based Recreation). As a rule of thumb,
ice on lagoons must be 6 inches thick
in order to be open for public skating.
“Will the bAthrooms
be open?”
Our open hours are Tuesday-Friday,
4-7 p.m. and Saturday, 9-5 p.m. The
community building is not generally
open to the public at other times.
So, if you want to join us for a cup
of hot chocolate and to get warmed
up, come during our open hours!
“do you hAve skAtes
i cAn borroW?”
We are happy to now include children’s
skates in our equipment lending
program, thanks to the generosity
of the Harley Davidson Foundation.
In addition, we have several pairs of
adult skates that have been donated.
If you would like to borrow our
skates, please call in advance to
check for sizes. Also, if you have a
pair of skates collecting dust in your
basement, consider donating them!
If ice skating isn’t your thing, there
is plenty to do in the winter at
Washington Park. Stop by any time
during open hours to borrow snowshoes,
sleds or ice fishing equipment. Come
to Winterfest on January 30th to get
a taste for all of these things. You’ll
also be able to try cross-country
skiing, take a ride on our sleigh and
of course, practice your ice skating.
Come inside to warm up with
some hot chocolate, then get
back outside and play!
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RP

= Riverside Park

WP

= Washington Park

Calendar oF ProgramS
What’s with the frogs and fish?

RP

= Riverside Park

The Center offers public programs at both Riverside and
Washington Parks. Use these icons to know at a glance the
location of each program.

WP

= Washington Park

Programs marked with an * are accessible for persons with physical disabilities. All others have limited to no accessibility. Please
call 964-8505 at least two days before the program date if you have accessibilitiy needs.
Scholarships are available for all fee-based programs. For information call (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

sPEciaL EVENts

Winterfest!

fa M i Ly P R O g R a M s
WP

Ice Skating
Sledding
Snowshoeing
Skiing

yoUng SCientiStS
ClUB*
Got cabin fever? Then come outside
and join our educators for fun
science, research and stewardship
projects out in the park.
Tuesdays - Fridays
starting January 5
WP
4:30 - 7 p.m. &
Saturdays starting January 9
except January 30
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Every Monday
4 - 6 p.m.

There’s even a clothing swap
and indoor activites for the entire family.

Come down the street or across town for
this fantastic event at Washington Park!

Saturday, January 30
Noon - 4 p.m.
Free

RP

tiPi StorieS and
Sledding
Listen to stories as we sit around
a fire in the tipi before going
outside for sledding. After
sledding we will warm up in
the Center with a cup of cocoa.
Program is snow dependent.
Please dress for the weather!
Saturdays, January 9
& February 13
RP
10 - 11:30 a.m.
For kids 4 & older
accompanied by an adult
$4 or $12 for families of 4 or
more (Nonmembers - $7 or
$21 for families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505

Family oWl ProWl
We will start inside the UEC
with a story by the fire and owl
activities. Then we will hike in
Riverside Park and try to call some
owls. End the night by warming
up inside the Center with cocoa.
It should be a hoot for the whole
family! Please dress for the weather.
Saturday, January 16
6 - 8 p.m.
For kids 4 &
RP
older accompanied
by an adult
$4 or $12 for families of 4 or
more (Nonmembers - $7 or
$21 for families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505
PlayFUl Family yoga
Spend time with someone in
your family moving, stretching,
and having fun! Prior yoga
experience not required.
Sundays, January 17
RP
- February 14
1 - 2 p.m.
For people ages 6 &
up. This program is for
families or mentors and
their kids, please bring at
least one child per adult
$50 (Nonmembers - $58)
second person in family
$25 (Nonmembers - $29)
Registration required by
Sunday, January 10th, call
964-8505

WANT TO RECEIVE WEEKLY UPDATES OF UEC EVENTS?
UrBan hillBilly QUartet BeneFit ConCert
We are hoping to host a benefit concert at the
RP
Urban Ecology Center featuring the Twin Cities based
Urban Hillbilly Quartet, a unique and eclectic band you
are sure to enjoy. Date and time: TBD. To make sure you don’t miss this
event, sign up for our Weekly Guide e-newsletter to get event updates. To
sign up, fill out the form on our home page (www.urbanecologycenter.org).

Sign up for the Weekly Guide e-newsletter! Every Wednesday
you’ll receive an email with updated information about the
programs coming up in the next week and timely content
highlighting featured events, providing “green” living tips
and more! To sign up, simply fill out the form on the home
page of www.urbanecologycenter.org.

RP

= Riverside Park

WP
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= Washington Park

fa M i Ly P R O g R a M s
diSCoVery hikeS
January: Animal Signs. A
lot of animals live in Riverside
Park, but we cannot always see
them. We will search for signs
that these critters leave and
maybe even see some animals!
February: Snow Ecology. Learn
and explore with us as we discover
how Riverside Park changes when
it is covered with a blanket of snow.
After the hikes we will warm
up inside with a cup of cocoa.
Please dress for the weather.
Saturdays, January 23
& February 20
RP
10:30 a.m. - noon
For kids 4 & older
accompanied by an adult
$4 or $12 for families of 4 or
more (Nonmembers - $7 or
$21 for families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505
adVentUreS in
exerCiSe: t’ai Chi
and Beyond!
Come play at an intergenerational
exploration of movement and
exercise! Parents, children and
grandparents will discover
fun ways to move, stretch
and groove together!
Thursday, January 28
4 - 5:15 p.m.
RP
For adults &
accompanied children
$10 (Nonmembers - $12)
Call to register, 964-8505
reCyCled Valentine*
Have a honey but not a lot of
money? Then come to Washington
Park and get creative with
some reuseable materials for
your sweetheart in mind.
Saturday,
February 13
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
WP
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

Family SnoWShoe
olymPiCS
Tis the season for the Olympics! We
will have our own UEC Olympics
on showshoes. Events begin with
basic snowshoe instruction followed
by games, fun and cocoa! This
program is weather dependent.
Sunday, February 14
1 - 3 p.m.
For kids 4 &
RP
older accompanied
by an adult
$6 or $18 for a family of 4 or
more (Nonmembers - $8 or
$24 for a family of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505
maPle SUgaring in
WaShington Park
Learn how to identify maple
trees in Washington Park,
then try your hand at tapping
some for their delicious sap.
Tuesday, February 23,
Thursday, February 25 &
Saturday, February 27
5 - 6:30 p.m.
For everyone
WP
Adults: $3
(Nonmembers - $5)
Children: $2
(Nonmembers - $3)
Call to register, 964-8505
SCienCe and math
tUtoring*
Getting stuck on your science and
math homework? Then stop by
the Center at Washington Park
and get over the hump with help
from our knowledgeable staff.
Every Tuesday &
Thursday
WP
4 - 5 p.m.
For students in grades K4-12
Free-donations appreciated
intergenerational
Citizen SCienCe
There is always something to
learn in Washigton Park! Join
the UEC Young Scientists in
collecting and recording data.
Every Tuesday
5 - 7 p.m.
WP
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

natUre BaSed artS
and CraFtS*
Does the natural world make the
right side of your brain hum? Come
over to Washington Park and be in
good company with our artsy staff.
Projects include screenprinting,
papermaking, basic paintings
and found art. Don’t wear your
Sunday’s best, it might get messy.
Every Wednesday
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
WP
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505
SCienCe SatUrdayS*
Discover the world of science
through self-led interactive
activities and crafts.
Topics:
January: Stars
February: Physics
Every Saturday
starting January 9
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
For adults &
accompanied
WP
children
Free - donations appreciated
animal Feeding*
Come to either location to help feed
the Center’s resident turtles, snakes
and fish as you learn about the
animals that inhabit Riverside and
Washington Parks.
Every Saturday (Washington
Park is closed on January 2)
1 - 2 p.m.
For everyone R P
WP
Free donations appreciated
SCienCe SatUrdayS
& SUndayS*
Discover the world of science
through self-led interactive
activities and crafts.
Topics:
January: Owls
February: Winter
Drop-in program
Every Saturday,
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. &
Every Sunday
RP
12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated

high schOOL
ExPLORERs
teen x-C Skiing
and hardCore
Sledding
extraVaganza
Join us for an afternoon
skiing & sledding outing/
extravaganza/bonanza!
We will be x-c skiing
throughtout Riverside Park
and sledding on the hill.
No experience necessary.
Saturday, January 23
2:30 - 4 p.m.
For teens
$5 (Nonmembers - $7)
Scholarships
RP
available
Please download
a waiver at
wwwurbanecologycenter.
org/waiver, have your
parent or guardian sign
it and turn it in on the
day of the program.
Call to register,
964-8505
teen oVernight
adVentUre*
Join us for an overnight
party at the UEC! Teens will
explore Riverside Park in the
dark, have a campfire, play
ping-pong, cook some food,
watch a movie and more!
Bring your own sleeping
bag or blankets and pillow.
Saturday, February 20
(8 p.m.) Sunday,
RP
February 21
(8 a.m.)
For teens
$10
(Nonmembers - $15)
Scholarships available
Registration is required
by February 19,
call 964-8505
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a dU Lt L E a R N i N g
loW genetiC
VariaBility in
galaPagoS BirdS:
imPliCationS For
ConSerVation*
Genes play an important role
in recognizing infections and
initiating an immune response.
Two Galapagos species, hawks
and penguins, have lower genetic
variability than closely related
species on the mainland. These
conditions will affect management
strategies should new diseases
be introduced to the islands.
Speaker: Jennifer Bolmer,
PH.D., Post doc, University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Tuesday, January 12
RP
7 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505
Beginning t’ai Chi
Start the new decade with a new
approach to physical fitness and
mental/spiritual well being. Often
called “meditation in motion”, T’ai
Chi promotes balance and strength
along with a flexible, relaxed and
integrated body and mind. This
gentle exercise is great for all levels
of physical ability. Come experience
T’ai Chi to see why it has
been practiced by so many for
hundreds of years. This class will
be held weekly for 3 months.
Wednesdays,
January 13 - March 31
4:45 - 6 p.m.
RP
For adults & teens
$10 per session
(Nonmembers - $12
per session) payments
due monthly
Call to register, 964-8505

SUStainaBle
BUilding exhiBit*
Remodeling, adding on or building
a new home? Visit the Center’s
Sustainable Building Exhibit for
ideas to beautify your home while
honoring the environment. This
is a hands-on library of sample
products for home construction
and interior decorating.
Monday, January 18
4 - 7 p.m. &
Sunday, January 24
Noon - 2 p.m.
For adults
Free-donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
oWl ProWl By BUS
Learn about local owls, then
head out to local green spaces
in our Urban Ecology Center
buses to listen and look for
owls. Dress warmly! We will
stop frequently to listen.
Wednesday, January 20
6 p.m.
RP
For adults
$10
(Nonmembers - $15)
Call to register, 964-8505
Birding the
miSSiSSiPPi in Winter
Join us for a birding weekend with
destinations in both northwestern
Illinois and northeastern Iowa. We
will see many, many Bald Eagles,
other raptors (which could include
Rough-legged and Red-shouldered
Hawks), many winter passerines,
some waterfowl, open-country
birds such as Longspurs, Snow
Buntings, Northern Shrike
and the potential for a few owls
and all woodpecker species.
Meet at Riverside Park
Friday, January 22 Sunday January 24
For adults
Cost depends on
occupancy ($200-$250)
Fee will include transportation,
lodging and expert guides
Contact Tim Vargo at 9648505, x116, for program
fee and questions

Book ClUB*
January: $20 Per Gallon: How the
Inevitable Rise in the Price of Gasoline
Will Change our Lives for the Better by
Christopher Steiner
February: Bringing It to
the Table: On Farming and
Food by Wendell Berry
Saturdays, January
23 & February 27
10 - 11 a.m.
For adults
RP
Free-donations
appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
raW Food iS not
JUSt raW CarrotS!
demonsTrATion And
leCTUre presenTed
by rAw food Chef
Jennifer JAnz*
Raw food preparation is a technique
for preparing delicious foods that
retains the most nutrients and
enzymes from fresh unprocessed
vegetables, fruits, nuts and seeds.
Learn the basic foods, techniques
and equipment for creating raw
food crackers, breads, dairy-free
milk and cheese, snacks, entrees,
beverages and even desserts.
Food tasting to follow class.
Sunday, January 24
1 - 4 p.m.
RP
For adults
$40 pre-registered,
$45 the day of the
program (Nonmembers
- $45 if pre-registered,
$50 day of program
Please pre-register by January
17th by calling 964-8505.
ornithology
WorkShoPS
“The application of molecular
genetic techniques has
revolutionized our view of avian
mating systems.” (Simon Griffith)
Bird mating systems take on
extremely varied and bizarre
forms. Learn about this and other
bird-related topics through a
short presentation followed by
a dusk walk. All interest levels
welcome and binoculars provided.
Sundays, January 31
& February 28
RP
3 - 4:30 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Nonmembers - $10) Free
for regular birding volunteers
Call to register, 964-8505

WiSConSin Bat
monitoring
Program*
Wisconsin volunteers are at
the forefront of citizen-based
monitoring of bats, following the
lead of Great Britain. Redell will
discuss bat projects in Wisconsin,
current issues and threats, and
how you can become a member
of the Wisconsin Bat Crew.
Speaker: Dave Redell,
Bat Ecologist, Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources Bureau of
Endangered Resources
Tuesday, February 9
RP
7 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505
the art and SCienCe
oF maSSage*
Relax this Valentines Day
with a massage. Learn the art
and science behind giving a
good massage. Partners are not
necessary, but are recommended.
Sunday, February 14
RP
3 - 5 p.m.
For adults
$10 (Nonmembers - $12)
Registration required by
February 12th, call 964-8505
let’S make raW Food:
CraCkerS and Bread!
demonsTrATion
And Cooking ClAss
by rAw food Chef
Jennifer JAnz*
Find out how to transform
vegetables, fruits, nuts and seeds
into delicious, healthy and gluten
free crackers and breads that even
your children will like. In this class
you will learn about nuts and seeds
and participate in making crackers
and breads using a food dehydrator.
Food tasting to follow class.
Sunday, February 21
12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
For adults & kids
accompanied by an adult
Adults: $65 pre-registered,
$70 day of class
RP
(Nonmembers - $70
if pre-registered, or
$75 day of class)
Children: $25 preregistered, $30 day of class
(Nonmembers - $30 preregistered, $35 day of class)
Please register by February
14th, call 964-8505
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4 - 6p

24

31
1p Family Yoga (rp)
3p Ornithology (rp)

Noon-2p Sustainable
Building Exhibit (rp)
1p Playful Family
Yoga (rp)
1p Raw Food is
Not Just Raw
Carrots! (rp)
3p Knitting
Circle
(rp)

1p

7p

4 - 6p

4-7p

17
Playful Family Yoga (rp)
4 - 6p

10
4 - 6p
Art show opening!
Point of View –
2p
John Fatica
Artistic Interpretations
of Spring –
Steven Yeo (rp)

Science Sundays - all month
Drop in 12:30p-4:30p (rp)
topic: Owls

s U N d ay

Young Scientists
Club (rp)
Transition
Milwaukee (rp)

Young Scientists
Club (rp)
Sustainable
Building Exhibit (rp)

Young Scientists
Club (rp)

Young Scientists
Club (rp)

M O N d ay

25

18

11

4

5

Burdock Brigade (rp)
Intro to X-C
Skiing (rp)
4p
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
5p
Citizen Science (wp)

9a
1p

Burdock Brigade (rp)
Intro to X-C
Skiing (rp)
4p
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
5p
Citizen Science (wp)

9a
1p

26

19

12
Burdock Brigade (rp)
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
5p
Citizen Science (wp)
7p
Low Genetic Variability
in Galapagos Birds (rp)
9a
4p

Burdock Brigade (rp)
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
5p
Citizen Science (wp)

9a
4p

t U E s d ay
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27
9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
4p
Papermaking (rp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts (wp)
4:45p
Beginning
T’ai Chi (rp)

9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
4p
Papermaking (rp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts (wp)
Beginning
4:45p
T’ai Chi (rp)
6p
Owl Prowl
By Bus (rp)

20

13
Stand Together
Milwaukee (wp)
9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
4p
Papermaking (rp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts (wp)
4:45p
Beginning
T’ai Chi (rp)
6p
Friends of Real
Food (rp)
8:45a

9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
4p
Papermaking (rp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts (wp)

W E d N E s d ay

Birdwalk
Burdock Brigade (wp)
Adventures T’ai Chi
and Beyond! (rp)
4p
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)

8a
3:30p
4p

Birdwalk
Burdock Brigade (wp)
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
6:30
Vegetarian
Potluck (rp)

8a
3:30p
4p

Birdwalk
Burdock Brigade (wp)
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4p
Tour of Washington
Park Branch (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
6:30p
Volunteer
Orientation (rp)
7p
Urban Echo Poets (rp)
7p
Urban Stargazers (rp)

8a
3:30p
4p

Birdwalk
Habitat
Restoration (wp)
3:30p
Burdock Brigade (wp)
4p
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
5:30p
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
6:30
UEC Photo Club (rp)

8a
10:30a

t h U R s d ay

28

21

14

7

UEC Closed

f R i d ay

4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)

Birding the Mississippi in Winter
overnight departs
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)

4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)

4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)

(rp) = riverside park (wp) = Washington park

29

22

15

8

1

Noon
1p

9a
10a

2:30p

10:30a
Noon
1p

9a
10a
10a

9a - 5p

6p

1p

Noon
1p

9a
9a
10a

9a - 5p

Noon
1p

10a

9a
10a

9a - 5p

Park Rangers (rp & wp)
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
Ice Safety 101 (wp)
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)

Winterfest
Noon-4p (wp)

16

9

2

23
Young Scientists
Club (wp)
Park Rangers (rp & wp)
Book Club
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
Discovery Hikes (rp)
Ice Safety 101 (wp)
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)
Teen X-C Skiing &
Sledding (rp)
30

Young Scientists
Club (wp)
Burdock Brigade (rp)
Park Rangers (wp)
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
Ice Safety 101 (wp)
Intro to X-C
Skiing (rp)
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)
Family Owl Prowl (rp)

Young Scientists
Club (wp)
Park Rangers (rp & wp)
Tipi Stories &
Sledding (rp)
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
Ice Safety 101 (wp)
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)

Washington Park branch closed
Science Saturdays - all month
Drop in 9:30a-4:30p
(wp) topic: Stars
(rp) topic: Owls
9a
Burdock Brigade (rp)
10a
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
10:30a Volunteer
Orientation (rp)
1p
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)

s at U R d ay

jaNUaRy 2010

Let’s Make Raw
Food: Crackers &
Bread! (rp)
Knitting Circle (rp)

X-C Ski at Southern
Kettle Moraine
Ornithology
Workshops (rp)

10a

3p

3p

7

4 - 6p

4 - 6p

28

21

7p

4 - 6p

14
Playful Family Yoga (rp)
4 - 6p
Family Snowshoe
Olympics (rp)
The Art and Science
of Massage (rp)

12:30p

3p

1p
1p

Science Sundays - all month
Drop in 12:30p-4:30p (rp)
topic: Winter
1p
Playful Family Yoga (rp)

s U N d ay

Young Scientists
Club (rp)
Transition
Milwaukee (rp)

Young Scientists
Club (rp)

Young Scientists
Club (rp)

Young Scientists
Club (rp)

M O N d ay

22
Burdock Brigade (rp)
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
5p
Maple Sugaring (wp)
5p
Citizen Science (wp)

9a
4p

Burdock Brigade (rp)
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
5p
Citizen Science (wp)
7p
Wisconsin Bat
Monitoring
Program (rp)

9a
4p

Burdock Brigade (rp)
Intro to X-C
Skiing (rp)
4p
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
5p
Citizen Science (wp)

9a
1p

t U E s d ay

23

9

2

3

24
9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
4p
Papermaking (rp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts (wp)
4:45p
Beginning
T’ai Chi (rp)

8:45a

9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
4p
Papermaking (rp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts (wp)
4:45p
Beginning
T’ai Chi (rp)

W E d N E s d ay

11

4

4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)

4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)

f R i d ay

25
Birdwalk
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
Burdock Brigade (wp)
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
5p
Maple Sugaring (wp)
8a
3:30p
4p

18
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Birdwalk
Club (wp)
Burdock Brigade (wp)
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
6:30
Vegetarian Potluck (rp)
8a
3:30p
4p

Birdwalk
Burdock Brigade (wp)
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4p
Tour of Washington
Park Branch (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
7p
Urban Echo Poets (rp)
7p
Urban Stargazers (rp)

8a
3:30p
4p

Birdwalk
Habitat
Restoration (wp)
3:30p
Burdock Brigade (wp)
4p
Science and
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
5:30p
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
6:30
UEC Photo Club (rp)

8a
10:30a

t h U R s d ay

(rp) = riverside park (wp) = Washington park

10
Stand Together
Milwaukee (wp)
9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
4p
Papermaking (rp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts (wp)
4:45p
Beginning
T’ai Chi (rp)
6p
Friends of Real
Food (rp)
15
16
17
9a
Burdock Brigade (rp)
9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
4p
Science and
4p
Papermaking (rp)
Math Tutoring (wp)
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
4:30 - 7p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
Club (wp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts (wp)
5p
Citizen Science (wp)
4:45p
Beginning
6:30p
Volunteer
T’ai Chi (rp)
Orientation (rp)

8

1
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s at U R d ay

!
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Science Saturdays - all month
Drop in 9:30a-4:30p
(wp) topic: Physics
(rp) topic: Winter
9a - 5p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
9a
Burdock Brigade (rp)
9a
Park Rangers (wp)
10a
Snowshoe at the
Southern Kettle Moraine
10a
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
10:30a Volunteer
Orientation (rp)
Noon
Ice Safety 101 (wp)
1p
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)
12
13
9a - 5p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
9a
Park Rangers (rp & wp)
9a
Recycled Valentine (wp)
10a
Tipi Stories &
Sledding (rp)
10a
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
Noon
Ice Safety 101 (wp)
1p
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)
19
20
9a - 5p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
9a
Burdock Brigade (rp)
9a
Park Rangers (wp)
10a
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
10:30a Discovery Hikes (rp)
Noon
Ice Safety 101 (wp)
1p
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)
Teen Overnight Adventure
starts at 8p
26
27
9a - 5p Young Scientists
Club (wp)
9a
Park Rangers (rp & wp)
10a
Book Club
10a
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
Noon
Ice Safety 101 (wp)
1p
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)
5p
Maple Sugaring (wp)

5
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URBaN adVENtUREs
Advanced registration is required for all Urban Ecology Center Urban Adventures. Payment is due at time of registration. Cancellation
policy: When payment is required in advance for a program, you may cancel up to 48 hours in advance without penalty. If the Center
cancels a program for any reason, the payment will be refunded or can be used toward a future program. Call the Center at (414) 9648505 to register at least two days before the trip. Trips run as scheduled rain or shine, at the discretion of the trip leader.

intro to x-C Skiing
Trying to find a way to enjoy cold winter days? Learn how to crosscountry ski! Bring an adventurous spirit; we’ll provide the skis and
hot chocolate. We will begin on the athletic fields and then head
into the woods or down the bike trail. Make sure to dress in layers.
Saturday, January 16 &
Tuesdays, January 19, 26 & February 2
1 - 3:30 p.m.
For adults & accompanied
RP
chidren ages 12 and older
Adults: $6 (Nonmembers - $10)
Children: $5 (Nonmembers - $8)
Call to register, 964-8505
x-C Ski at SoUthern kettle moraine
Explore Southern Kettle Moraine State Forest on skis. Previous
experience cross-country skiing highly recommended. Dress in layers,
bring water and a lunch. Transportation provided. In the event of
minimal or no snow we will hike (trail pass not required for hiking).
Call 964-8505 to register. Payment due at time of registration.
Meet at Riverside Park
Sunday, February 28
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
For adults & accompanied
chidren ages 12 & older
Adults: $15 (Nonmembers - $20 )
Children: $10 (Nonmembers - $15 )
In addition to the fee a Trail Pass is required
for anyone 16 years or older
An annual pass is $15, day pass is $4
These can be purchased the day of the program
Call to register, 964-8505

SnoWShoe at
the SoUthern
kettle moraine
Explore the hilly terrain of the
Southern Kettle Moraine State
Forest. Learn who lives there and
how other animals survive the
winter months. Dress in layers,
wear sturdy and warm shoes, bring
water and a lunch. Transportation
provided. In the event of minimal
or no snow we will hike. Call
964-8505 to register. Payment
due at time of registration.
Meet at Riverside Park
Saturday, February 6
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
For adults & accompanied
chidren ages 12 & older
Adults: $15
(Nonmembers - $20 )
Children: $10
(Nonmembers - $15 )
Call to register, 964-8505

iCe SaFety 101
Stay safe out on the ice this winter
by knowing the essentials of ice
safety and winter survival skills.
Interactive demonstration out on
the lagoon, so dress for the weather.
Every Saturday
Noon - 1 p.m.
WP
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
SPontaneoUS
SnoW oUtingS
Snow-play enthusiasts: this idea
is for you! Sign up to join others
interested in snowshoeing or skiing
this winter. These outings will be
planned at short notice when the
weather is right. Invitations will
be sent by email. Want to meet
on the east side? Email Chad at
cthomack@urbanecologycenter.
org to add your name to this list.
Want to meet on the west side?
Email Scott at sstromberger@
urbanecologycenter.org. Or sign-up
for both! Beginners welcome.

a R t at U E c
Point of View – John FatiCa
Artistic interPretAtions of sPring – SteVen yeo*
John explores the landscape from varying perspectives - from
close up and intimate to the distant and silent - and the way
these points of view influence his experiences of land and water.
Utilizing digital photographs of biotic material from regional
Wisconsin and urban parklands, Steve’s exhibition presents artistic
visions of natural process and forms that ask, “Why not?”
Opening: Sunday, January 10, Show runs January-March
2 - 4 p.m.
RP
Artists talk at 3pm. Refreshments served
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
sAve the dAte!
8th annUal loCal Food and Farmer oPen
hoUSe: knoW yoUr Farmer, knoW yoUr Food*
Meet Community Supported Agriculture farmers and other local food
producers who offer vegetables, meat, cheese, fruit, eggs and more!
Saturday, March 13
Noon - 4p.m.
Birding ChamBerS iSland*
Join the Center on Memorial Day Weekend, 2010 for a
trip to picturesque Chambers Island, located 7 miles off
the coast of the Door Peninsula in the Bay of Green Bay.
Please call Tim Vargo x116 for information and to register.
This trip is accessible for persons with disabilities.
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iNtEREst gROUPs
UeC Photo ClUB*
Explore nature in an artistic
light and develop new skills.
Thursdays,
January 7 &
RP
February 4
6:30 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Stand together
milWaUkee*
Collaborate with other
organizations and individuals to
stand together to confront gun
violence in Milwaukee and restore
a sense of healthy community
through collaborative action.
Wednesdays,
January 13 &
February 10
WP
8:45 - 10:30 a.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
FriendS oF real Food*
Share a potluck dinner and join the
enthusiastic, informative discussion.
January: Raw and Fresh Foods
Year Round! Chef Jennifer Janz
will offer us insights into including
more raw foods in our meals. She’ll
provide an introduction to eating
delicious raw foods including what
can be eaten, the benefits and the
equipment needed. Then Harvey
Taylor & Susie Krause will share
their experiences with the yearround food production of sprouts
and wheatgrass and how these can
be incorporated into our diet.
February: PolyCultures: Food
Where We Live. Building a
Local Food System.We’ll watch
and discuss this documentary. It
looks at the local food movement in
Northeast Ohio that has integrated
diverse communities, both rural
and urban. While exploring the
significant challenges, the film
emphasizes how people can take
action to build a just, healthy
and sustainable food system.
Wednesdays, January
13 & February 10
RP
6 - 8 p.m.
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

knitting CirCle*
If you are new to knitting or
an experienced knitter, please
join us for a cup of coffee, good
conversation and knitting.
Sunday, January 24
& February 21
RP
3 - 5 p.m.
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated
tranSition milWaUkee
Transition Milwaukee is part of
a larger planet-wide movement
to address the challenges and
opportunities of climate change and
peak oil. We are working to rebuild
local resilience and self-reliance
through creating and promoting
community projects to grow our
own food, generate our own power,
develop our own economies and
reskill. Whether you are new to
or familiar with the Transition
Initiative, we invite you to join
in our monthly Hub meetings.
Mondays, January
25 & February 22
7 - 8:30 p.m.
RP
For adults
Free - donations
appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Childcare available:
$4 ($6 (members)
Call to register, 964-8505
Vegetarian PotlUCk*
Bring a plate and fork along
with your meatless dish to share
at our picnic style meal.
Thursdays, January
21 & February 18
RP
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations welcome
UrBan eCho PoetS*
Our purpose is to observe and
experience nature, then to express
these observations in poetry and
essay. We will read and write
and appreciate poetry with
images from nature at its core.
Thursdays, January 14 &
February 11
RP
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

UrBan StargazerS*
Join us for fun, information
and stargazing.
Thursdays, January 14 &
February 11
RP
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

early morning
BirdWalkS*
Kick start you day with fresh
air and bird song. Interested
bird watchers of all ability levels
are invited to explore bird life
with us. Binoculars available.
Every Thursday
RP
8 a.m.
For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated

URBaN EcOLOgy cENtER tOURs
Book yoUr oWn
UeC toUr!
Can’t make it to one of our free
building tours? Got a group of
5 or more who want to visit our
branches. Private garden, green
building, branch and park tours are
available for individuals or groups
of 5 or more. Please contact Mike at
mlarson@urbanecologycenter.org
for fees and scheduling.
riVerSide Park
BUilding toUr*
Explore Riverside Park’s green
facility and learn about the
Center’s innovative building
design and programming.
Thursdays, January
7 & February 4
5:30 - 6:45 p.m.
For adults
RP
Free - donations
appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

toUr oF WaShington
Park BranCh
Join Washington Park Program
Director Joey Zocher on a
tour of our new branch and
Washington Park. Dress for the
weather. Call ahead to confirm.
Thursdays,
January 14 &
February 11
4 - 5 p.m.
WP
For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
Chat With ken*
Capture an hour of Executive
Director Ken Leinbach’s time on
a walk outside or relaxing tour
of the beautiful Riverside Park
building. Call ahead to confirm.
Every Wednesday
9 - 10 a.m.
For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations
RP
appreciated
Call to register,
964-8505

Park PlaCe Parking lot iS oPen!
We’re excited to report that our parking lot is now
open! Travel west on Park Pl. across the new bridge
to get to the lot. We’re thrilled to offer this resource
to our visitors and everyone who accesses the trails and
Milwaukee River from Riverside Park. Visit the trails
system during the winter and see the park through
a different perspective. Check back in the spring
to see our native plantings and educational signage
about how this parking lot keeps rainwater out of
the sewer system. Many thanks to the landowners,
funders and advisors who helped make this happen!
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VolUnteer oPPortUnitieS
by Susan Winans, Volunteer Coordinator

VolUnteer orientationS

Learn about the Center’s programs
and how to get involved.
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated
riverside park
Saturdays, January 2 & February 6
10:30 a.m. - noon
Thursday, January 14
6:30 - 8 p.m.
Tuesday, February 16
6:30 - 8 p.m.
Washington park
Every Saturday
10 - 10:30 a.m.

Winterfest volunteers needed
Help with indoor or outdoor
activities on Saturday, January
30th. Contact Scott at 3445460 to sign up for a shift.
intergenerational
haBitat reStoration

Help us clean, sort and start native
seeds this winter in preparation for
our new prairie and native plantings
at the Washington Park Senior Center
to be planted by adults and area
youth the next growing season.
meet at the Washington
park senior center
Thursdays, January 7 & February 4
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
For adults and accompanied children
Park rangerS

Kick off your weekend at either UEC
branch and help keep our parks clean,
safe and accessible. Dress for the
weather and join other volunteers as we
walk through the parks picking up trash
and noting any maintenance needs.
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated
riverside park
Saturdays, January 9, 23, 30,

February 13 & 27
9 - 10:30 a.m.
Washington park
Every Saturday
9 a.m. - noon
BUrdoCk Brigade

Have a direct impact on our
natural world by increasing native
biodiversity in our parks. The
Burdock Brigade engages in handson restoration activities: removing
exotic invasive plants and replanting native vegetation.
For adults and accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated

riverside park
Every Tuesday, 9 - 11 a.m. &
1st and 3rd Saturday of each
month, 9 - 10:30 a.m.
Washington park
Every Thursday
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
PaPermaking

Join other UEC volunteers as
we learn the art of recycled
papermaking to create beautiful
gifts for our Center’s supporters.
riverside park
Every Wednesday
4 - 6 p.m.
For adults and accompanied children
Free-donations appreciated

Solar Village
continued from page 1

energy consumed in the US powers
homes and buildings, students
were asked to create buildings that
not only powered themselves, but
also provided for the amenities
most American households expect
– television, computers, a fully
functioning kitchen, hot showers,
temperature control and more. The
buildings had to be marketable
and have enough space for a party
of 8 to enjoy dinner and a movie.
The result? Not only could the
buildings function, but they
showcased creativity: a kitchen
sink back-splash composed of a
living herb wall, a solar popcorn
maker featured on the deck, a
gyroscope-type roof that pivoted
in three dimensions to maximize
solar gain on its panels, a shape
that mimics the watershed nearest
the building’s final destination.
The watershed shaped building, called
Meltwater, was submitted by UWM.
Its final destination? Urban Ecology
Center! Yes, that’s right. As an
amazing act of generosity, UWM has

asked the Center to be the caretaker
of Meltwater so that they could
extend the learning process beyond
their students to the community.
The transfer is scheduled for 2010;
watch your newsletter for updates!
However, you can get a sneak peak.
Meltwater will be showcased at
the National Association of the
Remodeling Industry’s annual
home show at the Wisconsin
Exposition Center at State Fair
Park this February 12th-14th.
Whether at the show, or later at
the Center, we invite you to share a
piece of the solar village with us.
We thank We Energies and the
other sponsors whose donations
made this project possible. Our
sincere appreciation also goes to
UWM for the visionary leadership
and generosity in donating this
amazing building to the Urban
Ecology Center. Thanks to that vision
more people will experience the
creativity and talent of the students
that built this remarkable building
and all that it demonstrates.
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thaNk yOU fROM thE cENtER
The Urban Ecology Center receives a majority of its support from local foundations, corporations and individuals. This section of our newsletter
is reserved to thank you and the many supporters of the Center. the names listed are those who made a contribution to the Urban
ecology center in the two months since our previous newsletter.
We thank those of you who have begun a new membership, renewed your membership or given a gift membership. Since our membership
has grown to 2600 households we no longer can list all of our new and renewing members here. When space is available we will print the list
of in kind donations. Rest assured we appreciate every donation and membership and are working hard to make your investment in the Center
produce results 7 days a week, 357 days of the year! Call Ginger at the Center if your name has not appeared as you expected.

foundAtions /
corporAtions

Burke Foundation
Inc.
David & Julia
Uihlein Charitable
Foundation
Four-Four
Foundation, Inc.
Grava Gallery
Greater Milwaukee
Foundation, Inc
Harley-Davidson
Foundation
Kiwanis Club
of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin
Environmental
Issues Co
Lake Park Friends
LISC
Marquette
University Office
of Residence Life
Milwaukee
Ukulele Club
Murray Hill
Neighborhood
Association
P & H Mining
Equipment
Plymouth Church
Pricewaterhouse
Coopers, LLP
Ralph Evinrude
Foundation
Schoenleber
Foundation, Inc.
Starbucks

The Dream
Tree, Inc.
VELA Fund
Wachovia
Foundation
gifts in
honor of…

George and Pat
Mueller
- William &
Anne Rose
gifts in
memory of…

Betsy Casper
- Priscilla Postelt
Barbara Conner
- Jane Frederick
DeDe Foote
- Annette
Stoddard-Freeman
Peggy Jacobson’s
mother
- Leslie Grinker
George Woodland
- Bob & Wheatie
Gibb
- Thomas Schrader
donors

Joellyn Ackerman
Jeff & Melody
Anderson
Constance Arnosti
Meg Bartness-Lee
& Donald Lee
Melanie &
George Bezold
Don & Helen Bleser

Mark & Cheryl
Brickman
Roberta Buvazin
Patty Chambers
Alison Damato
Carol & Bob
Diggelman
Greg & Ann
Van Dunk
George & Julia
Evans
Jeanne Gaenslen
Dennis Grzezinski
& Jane Porath
Ronald Gutschow
Felicia Hobert
Elinor & Dale
Ihlenfeldt
Chris Jamrozy
Gabriele Jung
Les & Wilanna
Kalkhof
Marge Kieckhefer
Elynor & Paul
Kimmel
Sandra Knorr
Diane Lindsley
Britton & Loni
Luna Jones
Andrew Martin
& Janet Trostel
Martin
Mark & Jennifer
Matthias
Norva & Jerome
McCutcheon
John & Susie Paunan
Jayne Pelton
Priscilla Posteit

Donna R. Sabo
Darrell Smith
Cynthia & Warren
Sommer
David & Nancy
Stone
Lisa Stukenberg
Maria TerresSandgren &
Craig Sandgren
Ann Terwilliger
Carol & Leland
Tishler
Matthew Tollefsen
Susan & Len
Weistrop
Paul & Rochelle
Whiteman
AnnUAL FUnD
DRIVE

David M. Ahern
Jean Akhter
Henry Althoen &
Barbara Althoen
Mark & Pam Ariens
Souheil & Lisa
Badran
Anne & Jon Bales
Kevin Barry
Clair & Mary Baum
Kelly & Jeremy
Belot
Jonathan Blick
& Barbara
Connolly-Blick
Jason Bucciarelli
& Sarah Johnson
Liya Chernyakova

Tony & Christine
Clements
Eddee Daniel &
Lynn Kapitan
Carl & Emily DeLeo
Ruth Derse
Jeff & Laurie Derus
Jane Dicus
Laura Drake &
Jun Zhang
Mike, Lynn, James
& John Ewing
David Fenner
Will & Sarah
Fetterley
Eileen & Dennis
Fisher
Verena Fjermestad
Rick Flood
Jeffrey Foran &
Vanessa Barnabei
Ken & Nancy
Forbeck
Kathleen Gallick
Alice Gillam
Terry Graves
Dan & Holly Graves
Jean & Ray Groh
Jean Groshek &
John Yanasak
John Gurda & Sonja
Nelson-Gurda
Keith & Ann
Hacker
Nancy & Carl
Hedman
David & Lila
Hillman
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Michael D.
Holloway
Steve & Kathy
Huffman
Sonja Ivanovich
Rich Kahl &
Laurie Jean Yahr
The Karkheck
Family
Denis & Monica
Kavanagh
Russ & May Klisch
Terry Knudsen
Claudia &
Michael Koch
Heidi Koester
Susan Krause &
Harvey Taylor
Kathleen Laurent
Donna Lee
David & Mary
Ann Lillich
Theresa Lins
Helen L. Loewi
Mary & Paul
Lourich
Sherry & Richard
Lundell
Anne Maedke
Tom & Karen
Martinsen
Mary E. McAndrews
Stacey Meeks
Pam Mehnert
Jane Moore
Steve Morse &
Jane Waldbaum
Dorothy & Erv
Nowicki
James & Christine
O’Brien
Gerard O’Connor
Patrick & Linda
O’Hara
Rightie Pappenheim
Patricia Penegor

Richard &
Suzanne Pieper
Linda Presto
David Pritchard &
Kathy Rogers
Dave Riemer &
Ellie Graan
Mark & Alice
Rouleau
Erv & Joan Russell
Jeanne Sabino
Vicki Samolyk
Julia Sargis
Richard Schnell
& Mary Wehrle
Schnell
Phil Schultz &
Melissa Mooney
Carl & Barbara
Schwartz
Ann Setterlun &
Michael Taylor
Al Sherkow &
Deb Hartman
Joan Squire
Anne Steinberg &
Erick Hansen
Catherine &
David Thomas
Barbara &
Leon Todd
Carl Trimble &
Nancy Schoene
Mary Vandenberg
& Keith Mardak
Gwen & Bill Werner
Ann & Peter White
Wolf Den/Pack 400
Whitefish Bay
Joseph & Margene
Woida
Maria Zanoni
Gordon H. Zion

CoMMUnITy
SHARES

Mary Jane Antilla
Julianne R. Bauer
Philip J. Blank
Mary E. Boulanger
Ian Brown
Tim Burch
Thomas E.
Burzynski
Kevin & Judy Carr
Linda A. CorbinPardee
Margaret Crawford
Erin Kennedy
Elliott & Patrick
Elliott
Gregory G. Failey
Dawn M. Fleuchaus
Carol Flora
Karen Gastrau
Michael Gordon
Philip & Janet Grau
Mary Anne Gross
James & Rochelle
Hagen
Eva Hagenhofer
Rita Hale
John R. Hammen
Suzanne Hanson
Erin P. Harrass
Sean J. Hayes
Anne M. Hesse
Gwendolyn Horton
Raymond F. Hren
Aimee Hubiak
Steve & Larri
Jacquart
Gina M. Johnson
Alan Kesner
Christopher Kling
Linda A. Kopecky
Linda R. Krause
John & Susan
Krezoski

Cecile Labecki
Cora Lee-Palmer
Marcus Little
Debra A. Markoff
Michael & Maureen
McCabe
Margaret G.
Michaels
Heather Neldner
Rebecca Neumann
Jason Pinkowski
Ramsey Radakovich
Beverly L. Scheels
Brian K. Schermer
Mona SchroederBeers
Duane E. Schultz
& Kathy Arndt
Nancy Senn
David Sikorski &
Amy Manoski
Anthony J. Stamas
Kirsten R.
Thompson
D. Michael &
Orchard Utzinger
James W. Walczak
Christopher P. Wall
Christine Weber
Sponnick
Heidi Wick-Spoerl
Carolyn M. Wood
Kathleen Worzalla
Heidi P. Young
Seth J. Zlotocha

in kind donors
RIVERSIDE PARK
InKInD

Alterra Coffee
Roasters
Melanie Bezold
Timothy Bowers
John Breidjter
Laura Drake
Dennis Grzezinski
& Jane Porath
H. Lowell Hall
Mary Hayes
Thomas & Katie
Heinen
Larri Jacquart
J. Chris Jamrozy
Omanhene Cocoa
Bean Company
Susie & John Paunan
Jill Peiffer
Donna R. Sabo
Katherine M. Smith
David Stone
Maria TerresSandgren
Jessica Wirth
WASHInGTon
PARK InKInD

Jeff Anderson
Jayne Pelton
Ann Maedke
Jodi Mendelson
Pat Miller

Thank
You

jOiN OUR cOMMUNity tOd ay!
MEMBERshiP
Did you know you can give a donation, join or renew your
membership securely online? visit wwwurbanecologycenter.org
and click either “donations” or “membership”

renew or begin your membership, choose one:
 Individual ($25) includes guest  Family ($35)  Student ($12)
Financial assistance is available. Please call nikiya Harris, Development
Assistant at x104 or nharris@urbanecologycenter.org for details.

give a gift membership:
 Individual ($25) includes guest  Family ($35)  Student ($12)
recipient name _______________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________
Day Phone ___________________ Eve. ___________________
Email ________________________________________________
Send the announcement card to  Me  Gift recipient
Occasion __________________ Deliver by __________

dONatiON

(iN additiON tO MEMBERshiP)

Name

________________________________________

Address ________________________________________
City

________________________________________

State/Zip _________________________

______________________________________

Email

________________________________________

Phone

My neighborhood park is

 Riverside  Washington  I love them all!
 I would like to volunteer. Please contact me.

Charge my membership to:  Master Card  Visa
Card Number _______ - ________ - _______ - _______
Expiration Date _______/_______
Signature _______________________ Date _________

Please accept my gift to support:

 A community program ($50)
 One half day for a school class ($125)
 One full day for a school class ($250)
 A Citizen Science project ($500)
 Improved Riverside Park trails ($1,000)
 A school for one year ($5,000)
 Other $____________
total enclosed _____________________

Please make your check payable to:
urban ecology center and return it
with this form to:
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Saturday, January 30
Noon - 4 p.m.
Free
Come down the street or across town for
this fantastic event at Washington Park!
There’s even a clothing swap
and indoor activites for the entire family.

Skiing
Snowshoeing
Sledding
Ice Skating

Winterfest!
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Milwaukee, WI 53211
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