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So ken, what iS up with “your bridge to nowhere?”
by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

Ok, ok, remind me to never again try to extend a public
city road across a county owned bicycle path by building
a vehicular bridge, with a mix of public and private
dollars, to land that is in part private, in part county
and in part Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District
(MMSD) — all in order to build a parking lot.
It seemed so simple … almost elegant in concept. While
it would be nice to think that every person who visits the
Urban Ecology Center will ride a bike — but with over
70,000 visitors annually some will need to drive their car.
As we continue to grow, it is not fair to our supportive
neighbors to park up their neighborhood. We need a parking
lot, but where? As fate would have it, there is a vacant half
acre lot that can never be planted or permanently built on
less than 50 yards away! Land that is home to the access
covers of the deep water tunnel’s NS6 outflow. The MMSD
needs 24-hour access to these facilities, but while it can’t be
built on … it can be parked on. Perfect! There is a problem,

however. While the land is only 50 yards away, it is across
the sunken Oak Leaf Trail. To get there one must have
wings, or … a bridge needs to be built; thus the elegance.
Little did we realize the complications involved with this
simple, elegant idea … so many questions had to be answered.
Some were basic, like, who builds a bridge and a parking
lot? Others were less so: How does a person build a bridge
to match two different elevations? Once built, who will own
the bridge and the lot? Since the crossing is on both city and
county land, will it become a city street, a county parkway
or a private drive? Can you build a bridge and road across
land with three different owners? Wait, before you can do
this you need some kind of legal easement, donation or land
sale to clarify who owns what part of the road … don’t you?
How is this done? To do this you need permission from
… the City Common Council? County Board? Milwaukee
Continued on page 3
Metropolitan Sewerage Commission?

aLL handS on deck!

Lawn ditching

by Joey Zocher, Washington Park Program Director

by Gerald Ottone, Communty Volunteer

“Hey Joey, I could
really use your help
now,” Emily said as
she swung her head
out of my office
almost as quickly as
she swung it in. I
hopped up quickly,
understanding
the urgency but
excited to help.
I knew there was
no major problem, but that I was being summoned to help
canoe! In my mind, a perfect way to spend an afternoon.

Studying changes in nature doesn’t take a team of experts:
sometimes all it takes is noticing a pattern and a bit of
curiosity. That’s how I began my exploration of “lawn
ditching”. Urban landowners are changing their front
yards from conventional lawns to natural landscapes that
include native flowers and grasses. Here in Milwaukee
I have been witnessing a subtle, steady transformation
of our urban landscape, a change in the physical
environment providing the context for our human lives.

It was an experiment that went magnificently right this
summer — our first attempt at a drop-in summer camp. The
rules were simple: show up by 9:30, stay until 3:30, turn in
your waiver and pay what you can! Since there was no preregistering, we had no idea how many (if any) kids would
show up. When Monday rolled around, we were delighted that
Continued on page 4
eleven kids showed up. To make it

I will tell you first that I am an apartment dweller lacking
a yard of my very own, but I was curious and decided to do
some informal research. Over a period of weeks in the summer
of 2008, I surveyed every street on the upper east side — the
area bounded by North Avenue, the Milwaukee River, the
Village of Shorewood and Lake Michigan — taking note of
addresses with “natural landscaping” in the front yards. I
did a visual inspection assessing whether there had been an
apparent replacement of a conventional lawn with vegetation
native to Wisconsin. I differentiated between yards with full
and partial replacement. I did not look at backyards and I
Continued on page 5
did not interview any residents.
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WiSh LiSt



We have three new staff
members we would like you to
meet:
Demetria Dunn has joined us as
our Grant Manager. Demetria most
recently served as the Director of
Student Support/Academic Dean of
Milwaukee Renaissance Academy,
one the Center’s partnering schools.
Not only does she have grant
writing experience but she has
experienced the Center’s education
program directly from the
perspective of an educator.
Jeff McAvoy has joined us as
Marketing Communications
Associate through the Trinity
Fellow Program at Marquette
University. Jeff is studying for his
Master’s in Communications. He
will be with the Center for two
years.
Heidi Telste became a member
of our education team as an
Environmental Educator. Heidi is
volunteering her talents for a year
through the Lutheran Volunteer
Corps program. She recently
graduated from University of St.
Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota
with her BS in Biology. We are
delighted to have these three
remarkable people with us as we
head into another great year.
Environmental Educator Tiffany
Trotter completed her year with
us through the Lutheran Volunteer
Corps program in August. Tiffany
was an excellent addition to our
education staff and will be missed.
She is returning to her hometown
near Seattle and is making
plans for her academic future.
Tiffany enjoyed being part of our
educational team and working with
her students. Her favorite memory
was rolling around in the mud
with her students on rainy days.
We wish her the best of luck.
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2 - 4 bar stools or high bar chairs
3 umbrella stands
30 pairs of lightweight welding goggles
Air compressor and impact tools
Burlap/potato/coffee sacs
Chain saw, corded circular saw
Chicken wire, wire garden fencing
Clean sand
Cordless drill and/or tool set
Electric corded or cordless impact driver
Field stone
Floor jack for auto repair (at
least 4-ton hydraulic)
Gardening/work gloves
Good quality sound system
Good topsoil, potting soil
Hand clippers, trowels
Heavy-duty wheelbarrows
Kayaks
Lannon stone
Large attractive ceramic planters for
indoor potted plants (12”-24”)
Leaf rakes
Long handled loppers, pruning shears
Miscellaneous hand tools, drill bits, etc.
Open trailer for hauling
Paper shredder
Portable stage lighting
Projector screen
Rain ponchos/jackets- all sizes
Scooter (moped)
Small all-occasion gift bags
Toaster oven
Used cell phones, print cartridges, video
games and digital cameras (for recycling)
Video camera
Waterproof pants for kids
Weed-wacker
Wood/wire snow fencing

For Washington Park

Contact: Joey Zocher, (414) 344-5460.
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Art supplies
Bench vise
Bike helmets, locks
Blenders
Bookshelves
Canoes
Cordless drill
Cornstarch
Extension cords
Fishing poles, tackle
Flat head screw drivers
Gardening equipment
GPS device
Green fish nets for fish tanks
Hip wader drying rack
Hybrid car
Ice cream buckets and lids
Musical instruments - acoustic
Old towels and rags
Plastic storage bins with lids
Power strips
Socks
Sports balls
Sprinklers
Untreated 2x10’s for raised beds
Vegetable seeds
Video camera
Yoga mats
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whiSpering waterS: a Living hiStory
by Dan Graves, Environmental Educator

Shhhhhh… If you listen hard enough,
you can almost hear members of a
Menominee tribe preparing dinner by
the river. Listen harder and you can hear
French spoken by the early traders and
missionaries that arrived from the east.
Listen even harder and you might hear
the quiet tapping of a technologically
savvy high school student sending
a text message. What history!
Reflecting on a week spent exploring
some of Milwaukee’s numerous
waterways during our Wet ‘n Wild
summer camp, it makes me excited to

open the doors to not only the ecology
of our beloved parks and greenways,
but also their rich history. Our first
exploration was along the Milwaukee
River through Cambridge Woods on
our way to Hubbard Park. It blows the
minds of the students when I inform
them that this same land along the
river has been inhabited for hundreds,
if not thousands, of years by the native
peoples of Wisconsin. Many of our
campers live near one of the rivers in
our city and it is fun to relate that
way back in the day, the forests of our
watershed were so dense that you could

back to SchooL!
Yea, September! Kids from our
40 Neighborhood Environmental
Education Project partner schools
begin their field trips! Watch your
newsletter for stories and updates
of our exciting school program.

walk from Milwaukee to Waukesha on
a bright summer day without seeing
the sun. Can
Continued on page 12
you imagine?

So ken, what iS up with “your bridge to nowhere?”
continued from page 1

You have got to be kidding! Navigating
public and private landowners and
three governmental bodies is a feat,
but to figure out how to plot a course
through all of these at the same time?
Aaargh! But with enough patience
and determination all questions get
resolved. Many thanks to those owners,
government representatives and our
board members for their good work
and effort on this complex project.

And like so many projects at the
Center, the positive ripple effects
from this one are significant. Let
me share a few with you:
1) Bad soil conditions forced a redesign
early in the construction. The new
design allowed for creative use of space
and, thus, the new bicycle cave (or
storage facility) was born … under the
bridge! Come look, it’s almost complete!

5) Because of the vision derived from
this bridge, the Urban Ecology Center
and the River Revitalization Foundation
are now working in partnership with
the Rotary Club of Milwaukee and
numerous nearby property owners in
turning a donation of old industrial
land near the new parking lot into
a one-of-a-kind Rotary Centennial
Arboretum to be opened as new
green space for the city in 2013.

Ladies and gentlemen, members of the
community, supporters of the Center,
users of the Oak Leaf Trail – I want to
thank you for your patience. While I
am embarrassed that this project has
taken over two years with many fits and
starts of construction, I am proud to
announce that, by the time you settle
into your back to school schedule,
construction crews will be actively
engaged in the final step of what many
have dubbed “Ken’s bridge to nowhere”.
I feel confident to predict that before
you are shoveling snow, this jest against
me will be turned around and we will
finally have a 50 car “green” parking
lot to enhance our program, satisfy the
neighbors and vastly improve access to
Riverside Park for generations to come.

2) We’ve been looking for a place
to install an interactive sundial
where a kid becomes the gnomon,
or shadow maker, to tell time. Guess
where it will go? There is a perfect
spot on the widened north sidewalk
of the bridge. It’ll be neat.

6) Then finally, this arboretum
(which could not exist without
the bridge and parking lot) will
serve as the primary access point to
the entire urban river corridor …
800 acres of soon to be protected
land in the heart of Milwaukee.

3) Because of this bridge, for the
first time in the 115-year history of
Riverside Park, persons with mobility
difficulties who use walkers, canes
or wheelchairs will be able to enter
the park freely and independently.

Soon, very soon, this “bridge to
nowhere” will be a bridge to nowhere
no more, but instead will become a
bridge to the very special place of the
Milwaukee River Corridor … a multigenerational gift to the city, the county,
and our neighborhood. Thank you to all
who have helped make this complicated
project a slow, but steady, reality.

4) This same easy access will
vastly improve how we get canoes
and kayaks down to the river.
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urban homeSteader
by Jamie Ferschinger, Community Program Coordinator

When I was younger I thought I
would have life figured out by the
time that I was thirty. I realize now
that I underestimated the achievement
of that goal by at least one lifetime,
however, there are a few things
that I have concluded with total
certainty during my short time on
this planet. One of the certain tenets
of my life is “cheese is really good”.
In addition to my inherent interest
in cheese is my interest in subsistent
living. Call me Laura Ingalls Wilder,
but I think everybody should know
how to grow and cook their own food,
build their own house, chop their own
wood and make their own clothes.
So, when I saw the advertisement for
a cheesemaking class, I was instantly
intrigued as it would provide me with
skills to help me forge my way closer
to subsistent living and cheese!

The cheesemaking class took me on a
gustatory journey which began with
butter and wove its tasty way through
the creation of feta, spreadable cheeses,
half-hour mozzarella and other cheeses.
Cheesemaking is a process during which
a liquid morphs into a delightfully
(hopefully) tasty solid. The process
is not for the impatient or for those
who require instant gratification in
their pursuits, but it is for those who
enjoy experimenting and having fun!
The woman who taught me the art
of cheesemaking is Linda Conroy. She
is a wonderfully charismatic woman
who knows her cheese, but is also an
herbalist with volumes of knowledge
about wild edibles and the wonders of
herbs, basket weaving, food preserving
and much more. Linda appears to
have achieved expert status on both
cheese and subsistent living!

Since her knowledge, skills and
experience are so unique and interesting
I wanted to bring them to you! Linda
and her partner John will be teaching
an Urban Homesteader series in
October and November. Through
this series of workshops you can make
cheese (and take some home), learn
about wild foods and how to ferment
them, create pine needle baskets, or
discover the art of broom making.
Regardless of whether or not you
share my attraction to both cheese and
subsistent living, these workshops
are certain to be interesting and fun.
The Urban Homesteader series is
an opportunity to use your hands
to create something and learn arts
that are fading, but are not lost!

aLL handS on deck!
continued from page 1

more exciting, five of them were sisters!
This situation produced one of our
challenges for the camp: age differences.
Because we had no idea what to
expect, we listed the ages generically
as “school age children”. As Tory put
it, we were like a one-room school
house camp that week! We knew we
might encounter such a situation so we
quickly switched into our open hour
UEC Young Scientists mode—older
kids were expected to be on their
top behavior and help mentor the
younger kids. Challenge resolved.
As predominantly an outsider looking
in, I was most amazed at the diverse
population of the camps. Surprisingly,
the drop-in camp was one of our
most economically and racially mixed

camps we had this summer! Many
parents liked the opportunity to
bring their kids to camp a few days
without committing to the whole
week, but as the week progressed it
was apparent the kids kept returning.
On Tuesday most of the kids returned
and more joined them. On Wednesday
the pattern repeated and we were past
our capacity of 24 campers, so we
met to discuss our game plan if this
trend continued. One of our prime
objectives of a drop-in camp was to
give neighborhood kids an opportunity
to attend camp even if their parents
hadn’t planned ahead. So when more
and more kids were arriving, it tugged
on the educators heart strings and
we didn’t want to turn them away.

So, we did some simple math. To keep
the ratio of camper to adult at a level we
felt was effective, we added more adults.
We hired four interns this summer
to help keep the program running
smoothly for camp and community
programming during open hours.
When camp hit the tipping point,
we shifted our community program
interns to help out. We were prepared
with six adults for Thursday, and it
was a good thing because our trend
continued and we had over 50 campers!
Overall, everything about drop-in
summer camp went well and, albeit
exhausted, our educators survived the
week. I’m excited for next
summer already!
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our 2nd annuaL Summer SoLStice
Soirée and auction waS a SucceSS!
Thanks To ouR TiTle sPonsoR

Thanks To ouR key sPonsoRs

tim and mary bowerS

Lawn ditching
continued from page 1

This was a delightful project as
I filled pages of index cards with
addresses of these “lawn ditchers.”
I found 372 such properties — 198
full and 174 partial conversions. The
practice was widespread, including
not only single-family homes and
duplexes, but also apartment buildings,
institutions and businesses.
The largest concentration of these
yards is in the Cambridge Woods
and Riverside neighborhoods.
Conversions were sparse on blocks
near Lake Drive. This difference may
have more to do with practicality
than socioeconomics, as it is easier to
make changes on smaller properties.

What a night! It poured the night
before and poured the day after, but
on June 20 the weather was perfect!
Over 200 guests joined us for our
Second Annual Summer Solstice Soiree
and Auction to enjoy the longest day
of the year and raise essential funds
to support the Center’s mission.
The Soirée was a breathtaking success
thanks to the amazing team that served
on the event committee. Our deepest
thanks go to Jeff Anthony, Jennifer
Bolger Breceda, Tim Cochran, Lyn Falk,
Danni Gendleman, Kathy Geygan and
Liz Graumann, Will Nasgovitz, Jim
Schleif and Mary Witte. We’d also like
to thank all of the board members,
sponsors and silent auction donors
and attendees for their tremendous
support. If you would like to be a part
of planning next year’s Soirée please
contact Ginger Duiven at 964-8505
or gduiven@urbanecologycenter.org.
You are sure to have a lot of fun and
meet some truly fabulous people.
Mark your calendar for the third
Annual Summer Solstice Soirée and
Auction on June 19, 2010 and watch
for an invitation next spring!

Thanks To ouR
suPPoRTing sPonsoRs

In the months since my survey, I’ve
witnessed two or three more conversions
just in my immediate neighborhood.
I contrast this phenomenon with
my early encounters with natural
landscaping twenty years ago when
such yards were considered downright
oddities. My rough estimate suggests
that the proportion of properties with
natural landscaping in this area may
now be approaching 10 percent. This
is a significant threshold for a real
societal trend, but it will be interesting
to observe the future unfold, as our
urban streetscapes become ever more
attuned to the natural environment.
Now I find myself curious about
“lawn ditching” in other parts of
the US where a lawn may be even
less viable. While visiting various
California cities last year, I saw little
evidence of lawn conversions, despite
the relatively dry climate. I scoured
many blocks of an affluent section of
Salinas, California before finding even
one or two such yards. A homeowner’s
choice of landscape, it seems, is largely
determined by where they live.
What trends have you noticed in your
neighborhood? Follow those leads and
do informal studies of your own or join
one of UEC’s Citizen Science studies.
Contact Tim at 964-8505 for details.
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= meets at Riverside Park

RP

WP

= meets at Washington Park

September - october caLendar oF programS
What’s with the frogs and fish?

RP

= Riverside Park

The Center offers public programs at both Riverside and
Washington Parks. Use these icons to know at a glance the
location of each program.

WP

= Washington Park

Programs marked with an * are accessible for persons with physical disabilities. All others have limited to no accessibility. Please
call 964-8505 at least two days before the program date if you have accessibilitiy needs.
Scholarships are available for all fee-based programs. For information call (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

SpEciaL EVENtS
eLectronic and appLiance recycLing day*
Safely dispose of your old appliances and electronics! Green Business
Concepts Recycling is hosting a recycling drive at the Center. Contact
Shawn at 617-0632 to add your drop-off. Some items require a processing
fee, see www.greenbusinessconcepts.org/Home/recycling-fees for details.
Saturday, September 12
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
For everyone
RP
Free - $10, depending on items
waShington bark dog dayS*
Come celebrate the progress in Washington Park with your best friend!
Activities will include obedience and other canine demonstrations, lure
coursing, pet product vendors, information booths, contests, music,
food and fun! Co-sponsored by Neighbors United for Washington Park
(NUWP) and Residents for Off-Leash Milwaukee Parks (ROMP)
Sunday, September 13
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
WP
For everyone
$6/dog

Fa M i Ly p R O g R a M S
bike rack on buSeS
You may have noticed
something new when
traveling: bikes on the
front of busses! Bring your
bicycle or borrow ours to
practice using the new
racks. Discover for yourself
how easy it is to combine a
bicycle ride with a bus trip.
September 24 - 29
Drop in during
open hours
For adults and
RP
families
Free - donations
appreciated
Call to register,
964-8505

Scooter Foundation peace waLk*
Join us on a one mile walk through scenic Washington Park to help raise
awareness of gun violence. Afterward, socialize and enjoy lunch, children’s
activities and learn how you could join an important Pen Pal program.
Sunday,
September 20
10 a.m.
WP
For everyone
FaLL FeStivaL For aFternoon napperS*
A Fall Festival program for the young ones! Enjoy a
puppet show, craft and outdoor activities.
Saturday, September 26
RP
10:30 - noon
For kids 5 and younger accompanied by an adult
Free - donations appreciated
Registration required by September 25, call 964-8505
FaLL FeStivaL*
Come to our annual Fall Festival and enjoy music by the Milwaukee
Mandolin Orchestra, meet a pony, pot bellied pigs, ducks and
geese, try some hands-on science experiments, go rock climbing,
enjoy nature walks in Riverside Park, crafts, carriage rides, games,
caramel apples and baked potatoes, resource booths and more.
Saturday, September 26
Noon - 4 p.m.
RP
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated

monarch
monitoring*
Join MonarchWatch, a national
research project, as we carefully
catch, tag and release monarch
butterflies while supplying
valuable data to scientists at
the University of Kansas.
Wednesday, September 2
5 - 6 p.m.
RP
For adults and
accompanied children
$3 (Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

tree id hike
Come on a hike around the park to
learn about the diverse tree species
that Fredrick Law Olmsted planted
here over one hundred years ago.
Tuesdays,
September 8 & 22
WP
4:30 - 6 p.m.
For everyone
$2 (Nonmembers - $3)
Call to register, 964-8505
cLean up your park*
Do you enjoy clean parks? We
do too, but they don’t clean
up after themselves. Help us
beautify our park and feel good
doing it. Good exercise and
having fun outdoors included.
Fridays, September 11,
25, October 9 & 23
4:30 - 6 p.m.
For everyone
WP
Free - donations
appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
internationaL
FamiLy dancing*
Learn how people welcome Fall
in different parts of the world.
Use your imagination and feet
to travel around the world with
dance instructor Elaina Qurehi!
Explore the rhythms of Africa,
Bolivia, France, Mexico, Israel
and many more countries.
No passport needed. Are you
ready for the adventure?
Sunday,
September 13
RP
1 - 3 p.m. &
Sunday, October 4
2 - 4 p.m.
For families with
children ages 4 and older
$10/family or $3/person
(Nonmembers - $12/
family or $3/person)
Call to register, 964-8505

RP

= meets at Riverside Park

WP

= meets at Washington Park
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Fa M i Ly p R O g R a M S c o n t i n u e d

amphibianS oF
wiSconSin*
Do you enjoy everything
amphibian? Then hop on over
to Washington Park and learn
about our slippery neighbors
that live here in the lagoon.
Wednesday,
September 16
7 - 8 p.m.
For families
WP
Adults: $3
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505
harveSt time!
Join us as we travel together in
a UEC vehicle to Barthel Fruit
Farm and pick our own fresh
fruit. Barthel relies on integrated
pest management and low
chemicals to grow their fruit and
accepts cash and checks. Space
is limited, so please register.
Apple picking
Time for the apple harvest! Join us
to pick apples, pears and plums.
Saturday, September 19
2 - 5 p.m.
pumpkin And
Apple picking
Let’s pick some pumpkins,
apples, pears, and plums!
Saturday, October 10
9:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m.
For adults and
RP
accompanied kids
Adults: $5
(Nonmembers - $7)
Children: $2
(Nonmembers - $3)
Fee does not include
fruit purchase
Call to register, 964-8505

intro to t’ai chi
Learn a new approach to physical
fitness and mental/spiritual well
being. Often called “meditation in
motion”, T’ai Chi promotes balance
and a strong, flexible, relaxed and
integrated body and mind. This
gentle exercise is great for all levels
of physical ability. Instructor Carrie
Crossot has been studying and
teaching for 15 years. This class
will be held weekly for 3 months.
Thursdays, September
24 - December 17
5:30 - 6:45 p.m.
For adults and teens
RP
ages 14 and older
$10 per session
(Nonmembers - $12
per session)
Payments due monthly
Call to register, 964-8505
yogakidS! FitneSS, Fun
and FeeLing great!
Increase your child’s strength,
flexibility and ability to focus and
concentrate through this fun and
playful class. Kids will learn tools
and techniques to relax and feel
great. Games, ecology, music and
learning about the body and mind
are all part of YogaKids classes.
Pre-registration appreciated.
Saturdays,
September 26 October 24
WP
10 - 11 a.m.
Sundays, October 11
- November 15
12:30 - 1:30 p.m.

RP

For kids ages 6 - 8 p.m.
$50 (Nonmembers - $58)
Scholarships available:
For Washington Park
contact Joey at 3445460 or jzocher@
urbanecologycenter.org.
For Riverside Park
contact Beth at x103.
Call to register, 964-8505
nature detectiveS
Discover the natural world
as we explore Riverside Park
using magnifying glasses and
doing scavenger hunts.
Sundays, September
27 & October 18
RP
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For everyone
$4 or $12 for families of 4 or
more (Nonmembers - $7 or
$24 for families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505

pumpkin carving
SociaL*
Itching to make a cool pumpkin
this year? Enjoy shooting the breeze
with your neighbors? Then come
down to Washington Park and
have the best of both worlds. Bring
your own gourd or we’ll have some
handy for frighteningly low prices.
Fridays, October 2,
16 & 30
4:30 - 6 p.m.
WP
For everyone
$2 (Nonmembers - $3)
Call to register, 964-8505
Fun with pond
ecoLogy
Do you like bugs? How
about looking at them under
a microscope? We’ve got you
covered! Come observe and identify
the cool critters that live here in
the lagoon at Washington Park.
Tuesdays, October 6 & 20
4:30 - 6 p.m.
For everyone
Adults: $3
WP
(Nonmembers - $5)
Children: $2
(Nonmembers - $3)
Call to register, 964-8505
outdoor art*
Does being outdoors make the right
side of your brain hum? You’ll be in
good company with our artsy staff.
Projects include: sketch drawings,
shading techniques and Jackson
Pollock Mayhem. Don’t bring your
Sunday’s best, it might get messy.
Tuesdays,
October 13 & 27
4:30 - 6 p.m.
WP
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

water QuaLity
monitoring
Be a citizen scientist and help
track the health of the 11-acre
Washington Park lagoon. The
data collected will give us a
better understanding of this
unique aquatic habitat.
Every Wednesday
6 - 6:30 p.m.
WP
For families
Free - donations
appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
Science and math
tutoring*
Getting stuck on your science and
math homework? Then stop by
the Center at Washington Park
and get over the hump with help
from our knowledgeable staff.
Every Thursday
4 - 7 p.m.
WP
For kids, K-12
Free - donations appreciated
Science SaturdayS
and SundayS*
Explore science through self-led
interactive activities. Topics are:
September - Forests
October - the Moon
Drop-in program
RP
Every Saturday,
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sundays, 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
animaL Feeding*
Come to either location to help feed
the Center’s resident turtles, snakes
and fish as you learn about the
animals that inhabit Riverside and
Washington Parks.
Every
Saturday
1 - 2 p.m.
RP
WP
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated

photo by Brian Robert Birke
www.flickr.com/photos/brbirke/

arthropod rodeo*
Do you have a compound eye
for insects? Then fly over to
Washington Park and study
the most diverse group of
animals on the planet. Leave the
repellent at home to get a close
look at these creepy creatures.
Tuesdays,
September 15 & 29
4:30 - 6 p.m.
For everyone
WP
Free - donations
appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

8

RP

= meets at Riverside Park

WP

= meets at Washington Park

a dU Lt L E a R N i N g
SociaL media SaturdayS*
Learn how social media can help your business. Use Twitter, LinkedIn,
Facebook, blogs and more to get noticed, be remembered, attract
customers and demonstrate your expertise. Join acclaimed social media
expert, author, coach, blogger and VP of Information Technology, Phil
Gerbyshak, as he demystifies the new Web tools used by small and
large firms everywhere. Each week will be in a workshop format (30
minute talk/30 minute question & answer/30 minute do it yourself).
Saturdays, September 19,
RP
October 3, 17, 24 and November 7
9 - 11 a.m.
For adults
$249 series or $69 per session (Nonmembers
- $299 series or $79 per session)
Call to register, 964-8505
urban homeSteader SerieS:
Broom mAking: A lost Art*
Discover the art of making handmade brooms! You will be guided
through this beautiful and functional creation, learning to make one
round or one flat hearth broom (your choice). Handles of various
woods have been gathered and cured for you to use, and all materials
are provided. Discussion about decorative options will be included.
Broom corn will be for sale for your future brooming needs!
Saturday,
October 17
RP
1 - 5 p.m.
For adults
$50 (Nonmembers - $55)
All material included
Call to register, 964-8505
pine needle BAsketry
This all day basketry class offers participants the opportunity to
learn basic coiling techniques and how to artfully incorporate
other materials. Participants will choose the center of their basket:
a walnut hull, a polished rock, a pine needle knot, etc. They will
also choose accent materials: i.e. sweetgrass, dyed broom corn,
beads and more. Each participant will be guided in this art and
will leave with a unique basket all their own. Bring a small
pair of scissors, reading glasses (if needed) and a thimble.
Saturday,
October 17
RP
1 - 5 p.m.
For adults
$40 (Nonmembers - $45)
All material included
Call to register, 964-8505
the beauty oF bhutan*
Center members Marsha Sehler and Carol Skornicka will give an
informal presentation of their trip to India and Bhutan with a focus
on unique natural beauty of one of the 10 biodiversity hotspots in
the world. Bhutan, a country nestled in the Eastern Himalayas, is
home to over 770 species of birds, 50 species of rhododendron and
animals like snow leopards, blue sheep and water buffalo. Come and
experience the images and stories these two special friends of the
Center have gathered on their travels. Refreshments will be served.
Wednesday,
October 28
RP
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated (Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

ornithoLogy
workShopS*
These monthly workshops
delve into the mysterious and
wonderful world of birds looking
at current research and wellestablished topics, including
social behavior. A presentation
will be followed by a dusk
birdwalk. Binoculars provided.
Thursday, September 3
5 - 6:30 p.m. and
Saturday, October 3
RP
4:30 - 6 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Nonmembers - $10)
Free for regular
birding volunteers
Call to register, 964-8505

aLternative FueLS 101*
How do flex fuel cars work?
What are the benefits of using
natural gas to power my vehicle?
Come learn the answers to these
questions and pop the hood on
some gasoline alternatives.
Wednesday,
September 9
7 - 8 p.m.
WP
For adults
$2 (Nonmembers - $3)
Call to register, 964-8505

intro to SpiceS: From
aLLSpice to Za’atar*
Join Elizabeth Crawford on a spice
journey. She will take you through
the Atlas Mountains of Morocco
to the clove growing regions of
Zanzibar. Learn basics in storing,
grinding, blending and cooking
with a myriad of spices. Food
will be prepared and sampled.
Monday,
September 7
RP
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults and teens
$30 (Nonmembers - $35)
Call to register, 964-8505

October: The Geography of
Nowhere: The Rise and Decline of
America’s Man-Made Landscape
by James Howard Kunstler
Saturdays, September
19 & October 24
10 - 11 a.m.
RP
For adults
Free-donations
appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

dreamS oF the earth*
Speaker: Dennis Merritt,
Ph.D. Jungian analyst
and ecopsychologist
The earth speaks to us through
our dreams, encompassing us
in the zoological gardens of an
original Eden. If we respond to
these dreams as an indigenous
person would, we will find
ourselves more deeply connected
to our natural environment.
Merritt will also discuss how earth
dreams can be used in therapy
to connect people to the land.
Tuesday,
September 8
RP
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

book cLub*
September: Body Toxic: How the
Hazardous Chemistry of Everyday
Things Threatens our Health and
Well Being by Nena Baker

SuStainabLe buiLding
exhibit open hourS*
Remodeling, adding on, or
building a new home? Consult
with an expert at the Center’s
Sustainable Building Exhibit for
ideas to beautify your home while
honoring the environment. This
is a hands-on library of sample
products for home construction
and interior decorating.
new hours!
Mondays, September
21 & October 19
RP
4 - 7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
wiSconSin’S
migrating birdS*
Is it something I said? Where
are all the birds going? Come
learn about the migratory and
behavorial patterns of some of
our feathered friends followed by
a twilight bird hike in the park.
Wednesday,
September 30
7 - 8 p.m.
WP
For adults
$3 (Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

20

Drop in, 4-7p
Sustainable
Building
Exhibit Open
Hours (rp)

6:30p

7

1

21
Burdock
Brigade (rp)

22

8

29
Drop in during open hours
Bike Rack/Buses (rp)
9a
Burdock
Brigade (rp)
Drop in, 4 - 6p
Open Climbs (rp)
4:30p Arthropods (wp)

Drop in, 4 - 6p
Open Climbs (rp)
4:30p Tree ID Hike (wp)
6:30p Volunteer
Orientation (rp)

9a

Drop in, 4 - 6p
Open Climbs (rp)
4:30p Arthropod
Rodeo (wp)
5:45p College Climb (rp)
6:30p Paths to a
Sustainable
Future (rp)

Eat Local Challenge week!
9a
Burdock
Brigade (rp)

riverside park
closes at 4p
washington park closed

t U E S d ay

6p

5p

9a
9a
1p
5p

WOW (rp)
Branch Tours (rp)
WOW (rp)
Monarch
Monitoring (rp)
Tour of Washington
Park Branch (wp)
Water Quality
Monitoring (wp)

W E d N E S d ay
2

7p

6p

9a
1p
4p
5p

6p

1p
4p
5p

9a
9a

7p

6p

1p
5p

23

30
WOW (rp)
WOW (rp)
Papermaking (rp)
Tour of Washington
Park Branch (wp)
Water Quality
Monitoring (wp)
Migrating Birds (wp)

WOW (rp)
Papermaking (rp)
Tour of Washington
Park Branch (wp)
Water Quality
Monitoring (wp)

WOW (rp)
Chat with Ken (rp)

WOW (rp)
Tour of Washington
Park Branch (wp)
Water Quality
Monitoring (wp)
Amphibians of
Wisconsin (wp)

Birdwalk (rp)
Science and Math
Tutoring (wp)
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
Water Safety (rp)
Pickling Summer’s
Fare (rp)
Vegetarian
Potluck (rp)

17

10

Full Moon
Canoe Trip (rp)

Riverside Gardens
Tour (rp)

9a

4:30p

Riverside Gardens
Tour (rp)

Clean Up Your
Park (wp)

Eat Local Challenge week!

6p

9a

F R i d ay

18

11

4

5

19
Park Rangers (wp)
Burdock
Brigade (rp)
Social Media
Saturdays (rp)
Book Club (rp)
Water Safety (wp)
Animal Feeding (all)
Apple Picking (rp)

26
Fall Festival for
afternoon nappers
10:30a (rp)
Fall Festival
noon - 4p(rp)
Drop in during open hours
Bike Rack/Buses (rp)
9a
Park Rangers (wp)
10a
YogaKids! (wp)
10a
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
Noon Water Safety (wp)
1p
Animal Feeding (all)
2p
Canoeing
Basics (wp)

10a
Noon
1p
2p

9a

9a
9a

12
Eat Local Challenge week!
9a
Park Rangers (all)
10a
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
electronic and appliance
recycling day (rp)
11a-4p
Noon Water Safety (wp)
1p
Animal Feeding (all)
2p
Canoeing
Basics (wp)

Science Saturdays Drop in
9:30a-4:30p (rp)
topic: Forests
9a
Burdock
Brigade (rp)
9a
Park Rangers (wp)
Noon Water Safety (wp)
1p
Animal Feeding (all)

S at U R d ay
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24
25
8a
Birdwalk (rp)
Drop in during open hours
Bike Rack/Buses (rp)
Drop in during open hours
Bike Rack/Buses (rp)
4:30p Clean Up Your
Park (wp)
4p
Science and Math
Tutoring (wp)
4p
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
4:30p Urban Cycling (rp)
5:30p Intro to T’ai Chi (rp)
5:30p Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
6p
Water Safety (rp)
6:30p A Canner’s Choice
Evening (rp)

6:30p

6p
6:30p

5:30p

4p

8a
4p

3

Birdwalk (rp)
Science and Math
Tutoring (wp)
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Ornithology (rp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
UEC Photo Club (rp)

Eat Local Challenge week!
8a
Birdwalk (rp)
4p
Science and Math
Tutoring (wp)
4p
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
5:30p Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
6p
Water Safety (rp)
7p
Urban
Stargazers (rp)
7p
Echo Poets (rp)

6:30p

5p
5:30p

4p

8a
4p

t h U R S d ay

(rp) = Riverside Park (wp) = Washington Park

9
Eat Local Challenge week!
8:45a Stand Together
Milwaukee (wp)
9a
WOW (rp)
Drop in, 4 - 6p
9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
Open Climbs (rp)
1p
WOW (rp)
Intro to Spices (rp)
4:30p Tree ID Hike (wp)
5p
Tour of Washington
Park Branch (wp)
7p
Dreams of the
Earth (rp)
6p
Friends of Real
Food (rp)
6p
Water Quality
Monitoring (wp)
7p
Alternative Fuels (wp)
14
15
16
9a
Burdock
9a
WOW (rp)
Brigade (rp)
9a
Ken’s Tour (rp)

Eat Local Challenge week!

M O N d ay

27
28
Drop in during open hours
Drop in during open hours
Bike Rack/Buses (rp)
Bike Rack/Buses
(rp)
2p
Nature
Detectives (rp)
Drop in, 2:30 - 4:30p
Open Climbs (rp)
3p
Knitting Circle (rp)

Drop in, 2:30 - 4:30p
Open Climbs (rp)
4p
Running into Fall (rp)

Scooter Foundation
peace walk (wp)
10a

6

13

International Family
Dancing (rp)
Drop in, 2:30 - 4:30p
Open Climbs (rp)

1p

washington bark
dog days (wp)
11a

Eat Local Challenge week!
Science Sundays
Drop in 12:30-4:30p (rp)
topic: Forests
12:30p Volunteer
Orientation (rp)

In our art gallery through late
September (rp)
Reflections – Wet and Wild

S U N d ay

URBaN EcOLOgy cENtER pROgRaMS

!

M O N d ay

12

5

6

13
Burdock
Brigade (rp)
Drop in, 4 - 6p
Open Climbs (rp)
4:30p Outdoor Art (wp)
7p
Small Garden
Systems for Urban
Food Production (rp)
9a

Burdock
Brigade (rp)
Drop in, 4 - 6p
Open Climbs (rp)
4:30p Fun with Pond
Ecology (wp)

9a

t U E S d ay

6p

6p

9a
9a
1p
4p
5p

8:45a

7

28
WOW (rp)
Chat with Ken (rp)
WOW (rp)
Papermaking (rp)
Tour of Washington
Park Branch (wp)
Water Quality (wp)
Beauty of Bhutan (rp)

21
WOW (rp)
Ken’s Tour (rp)
WOW (rp)
Papermaking (rp)
Tour of Washington
Park Branch (wp)
Water Quality (wp)

14
Stand Together
Milwaukee (wp)
WOW (rp)
Chat with Ken (rp)
WOW (rp)
Papermaking (rp)
Tour of Washington
Park Branch (wp)
Friends of Real
Food (rp)
Water Quality (wp)

WOW (rp)
Branch Tours (rp)
WOW (rp)
Papermaking (rp)
Tour of Washington
Park Branch (wp)
Water Quality (wp)
Cooking with
Squash (rp)

5:30p
6p

5:30p

4p

8a
4p

5:30p
6p

5:30p

4p

8a
4p

7p

6p
6:30p

5:30p
5:30p

4p

8a
4p

7p

6p
7p

5:30p
5:30p

4p

8a
4p

5:30p
5:30p
6p
6:30p

4p

8a
4p

8
4:30p

29
Birdwalk (rp)
9a
Science and Math
Tutoring (wp)
4:30p
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
Intro to T’ai Chi (rp)
Water Safety (rp)

15
Birdwalk (rp)
9a
Science and Math
Tutoring (wp)
Burdock
4:30p
Brigade (wp)
Intro to T’ai Chi (rp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
Water Safety (rp)
Vegetarian
Potluck (rp)
Winter Wilderness
of Denali (rp)
22
Birdwalk (rp)
4:30p
Science and Math
Tutoring (wp)
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
Intro to T’ai Chi (rp)
Water Safety (rp)

Birdwalk (rp)
Science and Math
Tutoring (wp)
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Intro to T’ai Chi (rp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
Water Safety (rp)
Urban
Stargazers (rp)
Urban Echo
Poets (rp)

1
9a
Birdwalk (rp)
Science and Math
4:30p
Tutoring (wp)
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Intro to T’ai Chi (rp)
UEC Tour (rp)
Water Safety (rp)
UEC Photo Club (rp)

t h U R S d ay

(rp) = Riverside Park (wp) = Washington Park

W E d N E S d ay

6p
6:30p

9a
9a
1p
4p
5p

18
19
20
9a
12:30p YogaKids! (rp)
Drop in, 4-7p
9a
Burdock
Sustainable Building
Brigade (rp)
Drop in, 2:30 - 4:30p
9a
Exhibit
Open
Drop in, 4 - 6p
Open Climbs (rp)
1p
Hours (rp)
Open Climbs (rp)
4p
Running into Fall (rp)
4p
4:30p Fun with Pond
5p
2p
Nature Detectives
Ecology (wp)
(rp)
6:30p Paths to a
6p
Sustainable
Future (rp)
6:30p Volunteer
Orientation (rp)
25
26
27
Noon Interfaith Earth
9a
Interfaith Earth
9a
Burdock
9a
Conference (rp)
Conference (rp)
Brigade (rp)
9a
12:30p YogaKids! (rp)
Drop in, 4 - 6p
1p
Drop in, 2:30 - 4:30p
Open Climbs (rp)
4p
Open Climbs (rp)
4:30p Outdoor Art (wp)
5p
3p
Knitting Circle (rp)
6p
7p

4
Science Sundays
Drop in 12:30-4:30p (rp)
topic: the Moon
8a
Birding/Canoe (rp)
12:30p Volunteer
Orientation (rp)
art opening:
earth...umasking our eyes
systems in transition
2p
2p
International Family
Dancing (rp)
Drop in, 2:30 - 4:30p
Open Climbs (rp)
4p
Running into Fall (rp)
11
7a
Birding &
Wildflower (rp)
12:30p YogaKids! (rp)
Drop in, 2:30 - 4:30p
Open Climbs (rp)

S U N d ay

URBaN EcOLOgy cENtER pROgRaMS

Pumpkin Carving
Social (wp)

Creepy Caving

Clean Up Your
Park (wp)

Pumpkin Carving
Social (wp)

Riverside Gardens
Tour (rp)

Clean Up Your
Park (wp)

Riverside Gardens
Tour (rp)
Pumpkin Carving
Social (wp)

F R i d ay

30

23

16

9a
Noon
1p

Noon
1p
2p

9a
9a
10a
10a
10a

1p

9a
9a
9a
10a
10a
10a
Noon
1p
1p
1p

31
Park Rangers (wp)
Water Safety (wp)
Animal Feeding (all)

24
Park Rangers (all)
Social Media (rp)
YogaKids! (wp)
Book Club (rp)
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
Water Safety (wp)
Animal Feeding (all)
Canoeing
Basics (wp)

17
B Brigade (rp)
Park Rangers (wp)
Social Media (rp)
Hawkwatch (rp)
Composting (rp)
YogaKids! (wp)
Water Safety (wp)
Broom Making (rp)
Pine Basketry (rp)
Vermicomposting
(rp)
Animal Feeding (all)

3
Science Saturdays Drop in
9:30a-4:30p (rp)
topic: the Moon
9a
B Brigade (rp)
9a
Park Rangers (wp)
9a
Social Media (rp)
10a
YogaKids! (wp)
Noon Water Safety (wp)
1p
Animal Feeding (all)
4:30p Ornithology (rp)
9
10
9a
Park Rangers (all)
9:30a Pumpkin and
Apple Picking (rp)
10a
YogaKids! (wp)
10a
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
Noon Water Safety (wp)
1p
Animal Feeding (all)
2p
Canoeing
Basics (wp)

2

S at U R d ay
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RP

= meets at Riverside Park

= meets at Washington Park
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a dU Lt L E a R N i N g c o n t i n u e d

a R t at U E c

SmaLL garden
SyStemS For urban
Food production*
Speaker: Mai M. Phillips,
Ph.D. Program Coordinator,
Conservation and
Environmental Science
Program, UWM
Dr. Phillips specializes in
sustainable agriculture and is a
registered permaculture instructor.
She has worked in urban areas
where space for growing food
is a challenge and has grown
food in Kenyan communities
to augment nutrition for those
effected by HIV/AIDS.
Tuesday, October 13
RP
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

Earth...Unmasking
oUr EyEs - Leah m.
kLapperich
systEms in
transition dara LarSon*
Leah’s masks reveal more
than they hide. Simple
grasses, twigs and mosses,
generally ignored in
the ordinariness of daily
experience, are given voice
through the form of mask
to speak to a deeper, more
intuitive part of ourselves.

birding by canoe
Join local bird expert Ron
Gutchow and UEC staff for a
canoe trip along a local waterway
and migration hot spot. Location
will be determined by the location
of the birds. Please dress for the
weather and bring a bag lunch.
Sunday, October 4
RP
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
For adults
$25 (Nonmembers - $30)
Call to register, 964-8505
cooking with
SQuaSh*
Join Elizabeth Crawford on a sweet
and savory course through fall
squash. She will prepare squash
soup, a savory tart with a classic
pastry crust and a squash flan/
custard. Learn valuable techniques
to help you become a great cook.
Wednesday,
RP
October 7
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults and teens
$30 (Nonmembers - $35)
Call to register, 964-8505
FaLL birding
& wiLdFLower
adventure
Join local naturalists Bill Mueller,
Owen Boyle and Tim Vargo as
we loop through several birding
hotspots including Kohler-Andrae
& Harrington Beach State Parks
looking for migrating raptors,
woodpeckers, diving waterfowl
and songbirds including vireos,
warblers, thrushes and sparrows.
We will all also look for burgeoning
colorful fall foliage and magnificent
fall wildflowers. Please dress for
the weather and bring a lunch.
Sunday,
October 11
RP
7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
For adults
$35 (Nonmembers - $40)
Call to register, 964-8505

photo by Barbara J. Miner

WP

winter wiLderneSS
oF denaLi*
100 years after Charles Sheldon’s
historic trek through what
would become Denali National
Park, Willie Karidis took a
hiatus from his job as Executive
Director of the Denali Education
Center to retrace that trip in the
middle of winter. He learned
all he could about Denali, the
winter wilderness and ultimately,
himself. Come hear his tale!
Thursday, October 15
7 p.m.
RP
For adults and
accompanied children
$5 (Nonmembers - $10)
Call to register, 964-8505
hawkwatch
Come get a birds-eye view of
migrating hawks along the bluffs
of one of Wisconsin’s premier
hawk-watching sites, Concordia
College. Local hawk expert Bill
Cowart will help with hawk
identification basics. Dress for
the weather as the exposed bluff
can get windy and cold!
Saturday, October 17
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
RP
For adults and
accompanied
children
Adults: $8
(Nonmembers - $12)
Children: $5
(Nonmembers - $8)
Call to register, 964-8505

compoSting*
Join an expert from KGMB to
learn how to turn kitchen scraps
and yard waste into a nutrientrich soil amendment through
composting. Composting is
beneficial for your garden and
reduces household waste.
Saturday, October 17
10 - 11:30 a.m.
RP
For adults
$15 - payable to Keep
Greater Milwaukee Beautiful
Registration required,
register through Keep
Greater Milwaukee Beautiful
at www.kgmb.org
vermicompoSting*
Explore how worms can turn you
kitchen scraps into rich compost
to fertilize your garden. Learn
about vermicomposting and how
you can start and maintain your
own vermicompost system.
Saturday, October 17
1 - 2:30 p.m.
RP
For adults
$15 - payable to Keep
Greater Milwaukee Beautiful
Registration required,
register through Keep
Greater Milwaukee Beautiful
at www.kgmb.org
interFaith earth
conFerence:*
FAith encounters
the energy crisis:
trAnsitioning to
reduced energy
consumption
Come to this 2-day conference
and learn how our faith calls us to
respond to energy issues (electricity,
heating, transportation, etc.).
Keynote: Margaret Swedish, author
of Living Beyond the “End of the
World”... A Spirituality of Hope.
Sunday, October 25
RP
Noon - 7 p.m. &
Monday, October 26
9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
For adults
$25
Visit www.
interfaithearthnetwork.
org to register and for
more information

Dara’s scratch boards use roots,
bee hives, plant forms and
water in contrast with cities,
roads and human activities
to explore relationships
between man-made and
natural systems. The surfaces
of the clay coated wood are
painted with ink, which is
scratched away to reveal the
drawing. Opening show
includes refreshments and
an artist talk at 3 p.m.
Opening: Sunday,
October 4
2 - 4 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations
appreciated
Call to register for
opening, 964-8505
Show runs through
late December
Gallery open during
Center open hours
in our gallery through
September
rEflEctions –
WEt and Wild*
Sue Haislmaier’s watercolors
are inspired by looking closely
at native plants, natural
settings and how light plays
on an object, giving you an
intimate encounter with
objects seen many times
but not experienced fully.
Jan Montgomery’s
photographs focus on the
aesthetic aspect of water
around the world. While we
enjoy clean, safe water, over
one in six people in the world
don’t have that same right. She
hopes you will reflect on the
care we must exercise if this
gift of clean water is to endure.

10

RP

URBaN EcOLOgy cENtER tOURS
branch Loop tourS
Tour the Urban Ecology Center’s
Washington Park branch and
future Menomonee Valley site.
Wednesdays, September
2 & October 7
9 a.m. noon
RP
For adults
Free - donations
appreciated
Meet at Riverside Park location

ken’S buiLding tourS*
Explore our green facility with
Executive Director Ken Leinbach
(staff substitution on occasion).
Wednesdays,
September 16 & October 21
9 - 10 a.m.
For adults &
RP
accompanied
children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

riverSide gardenS
tourS*
Come join the Center’s stewardship
and native gardening experts to
enjoy and learn about the gardens
within Riverside Park. Tour our
rain gardens, sensory green roof
garden, butterfly garden and more!
Please dress for the weather.
Fridays, September 4,
18, October 2 & 16
9 a.m.
RP
For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

tour oF waShington
park branch*
Join Washington Park Program
Director Joey Zocher on a tour
of our branch and Washington
Park. Dress for the weather.
Call ahead to confirm.
Every Wednesday
5 - 6 p.m.
For adults &
WP
accompanied
children
Free - donations welcome
Call to register, 964-8505

chat with ken*
Join our Executive Director,
Ken Leinbach for coffee, tea
and good conversation about
anything environmental.
Possible outdoor walk in the
park. Call ahead to confirm.
Wednesdays,
September 9, 23,
October 14 & 28
9 - 10 a.m.
RP
For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

riverSide park
buiLding tour*
Explore our green facility
and learn about its innovative
design, features, and the
Center’s programming.
Every Thursday
5:30 - 6:45 p.m.
RP
For adults
Free - donations welcome
Call to register, 964-8505

= meets at Riverside Park

photo by Megan Dobyns

= meets at Washington Park

URBaN adVENtURES
Advanced registration is required for all Urban Ecology Center Urban
Adventures. Payment is due at time of registration. cancellation
policy: When payment is required in advance for a program, you
may cancel up to 48 hours in advance without penalty. If the Center
cancels a program for any reason, the payment will be refunded
or can be used toward a future program. Call the Center at (414)
964-8505 to register at least two days before the trip. Trips run as
scheduled rain or shine, at the discretion of the trip leader.

FuLL moon canoe trip
Join us for an evening paddle under
the Harvest Moon to downtown.
We will launch the canoes at the
Rowing Club Boathouse and
float downstream where we will
enjoy a picnic dinner in Pere
Marquette Park (Please bring
your own dinner) After dinner
we will paddle upstream to the
Rowing Club Boathouse.
Friday, September 4
6 - 9:30 p.m.
Meet at Rowing Club
Boathouse (1990
Commerce St.)
RP
For adults and
accompanied children
Adults: $30
(Nonmembers - $35)
Children: $15
(Nonmembers - $20)
Call to register, 964-8505
canoeing baSicS
Learn the basics of canoe instruction
from our lifeguard certified
staff. Registration required.
Saturdays, September 12,
26, October 10 & 24
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For everyone
Adults: $3
WP
(Nonmembers - $5)
Children: $2
(Nonmembers - $3)
Registration required,
call 964-8505

high SchOOL ExpLORERS
urban cycLing
Join other teens on a guided
exploration of the Oak Leaf
Trail. We’ll provide the
bicycles. Bring a bag dinner.
Thursday,
September 24
RP
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
For high school students
$6 (Nonmembers - $9)
Scholarships available
Call to register, 964-8505

WP

creepy caving
Face your fears on a Halloween
exploration deep under the ground
at Ledge View Nature Center’s
caves in Chilton, Wisconsin.
Wear clothes that can get super
muddy. Bring a flashlight and
a change of clean clothes. Space
is limited so sign up early.
Friday, October 30
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For high school
RP
students
$10 (Nonmembers - $12)
Scholarships available
Call to register, 964-8505

open cLimbS on
the tower waLL
Extend your skills on the Center’s
tower climbing wall. Equipment
and belayers provided. Registration
required. All climbers must have
a completed and signed waiver
before climbing, available at the
Center’s reception desk and at
www.urbanecologycenter.org.
Tuesdays starting September 8
4 - 6 p.m.
Sundays starting
September 13
RP
2:30 - 4:30 p.m.
For everyone
Adults: $7
(Nonmembers - $ 10)
Children: $5
(Nonmembers - $8)
Registration required,
call 964-8505
coLLege cLimb night
It’s college night at the Center!
Scale the Center’s observation tower
using our 40 foot climbing wall
and gear. Instruction provided.
This is a great way for college
students interested in becoming
volunteer belayers to connect to
the Center’s climbing programs.
Tuesday, September 15
5:45 - 7 p.m.
For college students
RP
$3 per climb
Call to register, 964-8505
water SaFety
courSe For canoe
Lending program
Interested in borrowing our
canoes? Come take a 30 minute
water safety course to make sure
that you are ready to get out on
the water. This is a requirement
of the canoe/kayak lending
program. Registration required.
Saturdays
Noon WP
12:30
Thursdays starting
September 10
6 - 6:30 p.m.

RP

For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
(Nonmembers $5)
Registration required,
call 964-8505

RP

= meets at Riverside Park

WP

= meets at Washington Park

11

iNtERESt gROUpS
uec photo cLub*
Explore nature in an artistic
light and develop new skills.
Thursdays, September
3 & October 1
6:30 p.m.
RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Stand together
miLwaukee*
Collaborate with other
organizations and individuals to
stand together to confront gun
violence in Milwaukee and restore
a sense of healthy community
through collaborative action.
Wednesdays,
September 9 &
October 14
WP
8:45 - 10:30 a.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

cOMMUNity
cONNEctiONS
eat LocaL
chaLLenge
2nd week in September
Join the city wide effort to
eat locally for a week! Visit
a farmer’s market, a local
grocery store, eat at local
restaurants, or host a garden
party. Taste the freshness and
support the local economy.
For more information
and resources visit: www.
eatlocalmilwaukee.org.
naturaL
LandScaping with
native pLantS
conFerence
Saturday, October 17
Kliebhan Conference
Center, Bonaventure Hall
Cardinal Stritch University
To register, visit www.
for-wild.org.
Learn how native landscaping
can reduce greenhouse
gases, build soil structure to
help infiltrate and conserve
rainwater and provide
stopover habitats for birds and
butterflies. Once established,
natives are easy to maintain
because they are adapted to
Wisconsin’s temperatures
and rainfall patterns and also
resist pests and disease.

FriendS oF reaL Food*
Share a potluck dinner and join the
enthusiastic, informative discussion.
September: Savor and Celebrate
Local Food: Join the Eat Local
Challenge. Share a potluck dinner
of fresh local food from our gardens,
area farmers and locally owned
businesses. We’ll discuss how we’ve
defined our goals for the Challenge
and share stories about our food
and experiences. More Challenge
info at eatlocalmilwaukee.org.
October: Hunting in the 21st
Century: A Step Forward in
Food Awareness and a Link
Back to our Nature. Paul Smith,
Outdoors Editor for the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel, will share why he
finds hunting helps him get closer
to and learn about the environment,
develop greater respect for his food
sources and connects him with
something innate in humans.
This is sure to be interesting to
herbivores and carnivores alike!
Wednesdays, September 9 &
October 14
6 - 8:30 p.m.
RP
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
pathS to a
SuStainabLe Future*
Contact relocalize@milwpc.
com for details about our
meetings and events.
September: Honeybees 101.
What’s the “buzz” on beekeeping?
We’ll hear from local beekeepers
about their experience getting
started, gathering honey and
learn myth from fact. We’ll also
get an update on the policies
and ordinances in our region.
October: Living Off the Grid.
Solar, Wind, and Renewable
Energy, Oh My! So what does
it mean to live ”off the grid,”
and how do you prepare your
home as an energy source rather
than an energy drain? Come and
learn from local experts about
the benefits, costs and materials
associated with renewable energy
sources for your living conditions.
Tuesdays, September 15 &
October 20
6:30 - 8 p.m.
RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Childcare available: $4
(Nonmembers $6)
Call to register, 964-8505

Savor the taSte
oF Summer:*
pickling summer’s FAre*
Learn the age old practice of
canning fruits and vegetables
in a vinegar base. Canning
materials, produce, instructions
and recipes are included.
Thursday,
September 17
6:30 - 8 p.m.
RP
For adults
$25/preregistration or $35
at the door (Nonmembers
- $30/preregistration
or $40 at the door)
Call to register, 964-8505
A cAnner’s choice
evening*
A trained instructor will be
available to answer questions
and help participants can
their own produce. Jars and
produce are not included,
but other essential canning
equipment will be available.
Thursday,
September 24
6:30 - 8 p.m.
RP
For adults
$25/preregistration or $35
at the door (Nonmembers
- $30/preregistration
or $40 at the door)
Call to register, 964-8505
running into FaLL
Running is a great way to get
outside, explore the community,
stay in shape and meet other people.
Join others in the community
for leisurely runs along the river,
Oak Leaf Trail or beyond. It’s a
great way to end the weekend!
Sundays,
September 20,
October 4 & 18
4 - 5 p.m.
RP
For adults and teens
Free-donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

knitting circLe*
If you are new to knitting, or
an experienced knitter, please
join us for a cup of coffee, good
conversation and knitting.
Sundays,
September 27 &
October 25
3 - 5 p.m.
RP
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated
earLy morning
birdwaLkS
Kick start your day with fresh
air and bird song. Interested
bird watchers of all ability levels
are invited to explore bird life
with us. Binoculars available.
Thursday
8 a.m.
RP
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
urban echo poetS*
Our purpose is to observe and
experience nature, then to
express these observations in
poetry and essay. We will read,
write and appreciate poetry with
images from nature at its core.
Thursdays,
September 10 &
RP
October 8
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
urban StargaZerS*
Join us for fun, information
and stargazing.
Thursdays,
September 10 &
October 8
7 p.m.
RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
vegetarian potLuck*
Bring a plate and fork along
with your meatless dish to share
at our picnic style meal.
Thursdays, September
17 & October 15
6:30 - 8 p.m.
RP
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
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voLunteer opportunitieS
by Susan Winans, Volunteer Coordinator

Are you looking for a way to meet new
people while learning or sharing new
skills? Check this list for ways you or
your group can get connected at the
Center. For more information call Susan
(Riverside Park) at 964-8505, x110 or
Scott (Washington Park) at 344-5460.
Save the date!

The Urban Ecology Center’s annual
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
will be held on Wednesday,
November 18th. Look for more
information in your next newsletter.
voLunteer orientation

Learn about the Center’s programs
and how to get involved.
Riverside Park
Sundays, September 6 & October 4
12:30 - 2 p.m.
Tuesdays, September 22 & October 20
6:30 - 8 p.m.

papermaking

bird banding

Join other UEC volunteers as
we learn the art of recycled
papermaking to create beautiful
gifts for our Center’s supporters.

Few experiences compare with
feeling the rapid heartbeat of a bird
in your hand while releasing it
back to the wild. Join us for coffee
and an up-close look at birds.

Riverside Park
Wednesdays starting September 23
4 - 6 p.m.
For adults and accompanied children
Free-donations appreciated
burdock brigade

Have a direct impact on our natural
world by helping increase the
biodiversity within our outdoor
classrooms. The Burdock Brigade
engages in hands on restoration
activities: removing exotic invasive
plant species and planting native
species in order to help increase the
habitat of many of our native animals.
Washington Park
Thursdays
4 - 7 p.m.
For everyone

Washington Park
Saturdays, September 12,
26, October 10 & 24
10 - 10:30 a.m.

Riverside Park
Saturdays, September 5,
19, October 3 & 17
9 - 10:30 a.m.

For everyone
Free - donations appreciated

Tuesdays (excluding September 1)
9 - 11 a.m.

park rangerS

For adults and accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated

Our Park Rangers are ambassadors
of ecology. The dedication of these
volunteers is made visible in the
cleanliness, safety and accessibility
of our parks. This is a job for those
who love the outdoors and the
occasion to chat with and even
educate visitors to the park.
Riverside Park
Saturdays, September 12,
October 10 & 24
9 - 10:30 a.m.
Washington Park
Saturdays
9 - 10 a.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated

wow (work outSide
wedneSdayS)

Are you crazy about native plants,
gardening, landscaping or just being
outside? Then come to WOW, Work
Outside Wednesdays. Get to know
perennials, grasses, shrubs and trees
indigenous to southeastern Wisconsin
while helping us to maintain and
establish native plantings around
the center and care for our small
native plant nursery. Come when
you can; leave when you need to.
Riverside Park
Wednesdays
9 a.m. - noon and 1 - 5 p.m.
For adults and accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated

Riverside Park
TBa (weather dependent)
For adults, teens
and accompanied children
Free - donations welcome
Contact Tim at 964-8505,
x116 for details and dates.

whiSperS
continued from page 3

Moreover, after decades of
contamination from numerous
sources, all the rivers of Milwaukee
were nearly lifeless. Due to the
efforts of local organizations,
however, our rivers are on the mend.
Our second adventure was canoeing
on the lagoon at Veterans Park.
I enjoyed telling the campers
that if we time traveled back
100 years, we would be canoeing
in Lake Michigan! As we ate
lunch beside the lagoon, I love
imagining what it must have
been like for the voyageurs to
land upon the unknown shores
of the lake at the humble village
named Meneawkee. Nonetheless,
all of this history seemed very
distant as we engaged in a game
of “dead fish” which involved
soaking each other with saturated
sponges tossed with our paddles.
We spent one of our last days
playing on the shore of our mighty
water neighbor to the east: el lago
Michigan. Our freshwater ocean was
enjoyed by one and all this June
day. After numerous sandcastles,
water fights and rock skipping, I
hoped the joyful sounds emitted
by this particular group of kids
would not be a memory left upon
the shore, but rather that it would
be echoed by generations to come.
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thaNk yOU FROM thE cENtER
The Urban Ecology Center receives a majority of its support from local foundations, corporations and individuals. This section of our newsletter is reserved to thank you and the many
supporters of the Center. The names listed are those that made a contribution to the Urban Ecology Center in the two months since our previous newsletter.
We thank those of you who have begun a new membership, renewed your membership or given a gift membership. Since our membership has grown to 2,600 households we no longer
can list all of our new and renewing members here. When space is available we will print the list of in kind donations. Rest assured we appreciate every donation and membership!
Call Ginger at the Center if your name has not appeared as you expected.

Thank you to the 327 (and counting!) supporters who have responded to our Challenge! look for your
name in the next issue. as this went to press, we hadn’t reached our goal (we had 20 days to go), so please
consider donating today!
FoundaTions /
CoRPoRaTions

giFTs in
memoRy oF…

Alterra Coffee
Baird Foundation
Bradley (Lynde &
Harry) Foundation
Burke Foundation Fund
Community Shares of
Greater Milwaukee
Constance P. Godfrey
2004 Trust
Dr. Bronner’s Family
Foundation
Four-Four Foundation
Harley-Davidson
Foundation
Harry W. Schwartz
Bookshop
John C. & Harriet
Cleaver Foundation
Kadish Foundation
Puelicher Foundation
Richard & Ethel
Herzfeld Foundation
True Process, Inc.
Veolia Environmental
Services

Maddie Kieffer
- Steve Marshall
- Steven & Beth
Kaplan Marshall
Lois Stika
-Stephanie Sandy

giFTs in
honoR oF…
Mark Peters & Cathy
Carey
- Maggie Hagen
Dale & Mary Graves
- Monica Staubach
donation
Helaine & Renee’s
graduation
- Catherine Kaye
- Denise & Gregory
Lindberg
- Janet Malmon
Erv Russell
- Mike Russell
Angelika Speckhard
- Else Ankel
Haley Tsuchiyama
- Congregation Shalom

donoRs
Steven Alexander
Mary Allegre &
David McMullen
Kim Alwan
Max Balan
Laura & Jeff Bray
Kathryn Burke
Jeanette Burnett
Cambridge Woods
Neighborhood Assoc.
Timothy Cary &
Amy Cooper
Annie Case
Monique Charlier
Stephen Chojnacki
& Kathleen Drury
Ervin Colton
Shirley Conlon &
Jess Brownell
Eric Crawford
Michael Davis &
Susan Buchanan
Ginger Duiven
Kimberly Eubanks
Beth A. Fetterley
First Unitarian Society
of Milwaukee
Tom Jennifer Florsheim
Matt & Katrina Flower
Kim Forbeck
Troy Freund
Dave Glenn, Glenn
Consulting LLC
Sarah Gramentine
Terry Graves
Sheila Jhansale
Helaine Johnson
Mary & Charles Kamps
Elynor Kimmel

Kathlynn & Jay Kirk
Val Klump & Sory
Marocchi
Judy Knight & Al Rank
Ken & Shauna Leinbach
Paul & Jane Mandel
Barbara Markoff
Blane McCann
James McKeown
Thomas Mills
Janet Montgomery
Steven & Lorelei Moore
Katie Mosack
Bohdan Nedilsky
Susan Nusser &
Michael Brunelle
Roman Pettinen
Karen Peugh &
Gary Lundberg
Karen Samelson
Stephanie Sandy
Kurt & Anne Sechtig
Leonard Sobczak
James Sonnemann
Ian & Deborah Spanic
Greg Spurry
K. Stone
Elizabeth & Michael
Treptow
Rebecca & Bruce Troeller
Tim Ungrodt
Jacqueline Weber
Julie Whelen Capell
James & Nancy Wilkinson
SOLSTICE SOIREE
AnD AUCTIOn
DOnORS
Kathleen & Tom Alpren
Jeffrey & Heather
Anthony
Susan Anthony
Janine Arseneau
Robert Beal
Mary & Tim Bowers
Jennifer & Enrique
Breceda
Susan Callanan
Art Cameron
Monique Charlier

David Ciepluch
Christi & John Clancy
Eric Crawford
Michael Cudahy
Ron Deabler
Ann & Bob Eisenbrown
Beth A. Fetterley
Gahn Murphy Design
Patricia Gardner
Danni & Shel Gendelman
Russell Gnant
Elizabeth Graumann
Michael Grebe
Dennis & Jane Porath
Grzezinski
Charles Hagner &
Julie Landes
Fred Heller
Deborah Hernandez
Troy & Elizabeth Hilliard
Paul Hunter &
Sophie Kramer
Lorraine Jacobs
Jacqueline Johnson
Susie & Fred Kasten
David Kornreich
Edward Krishok &
Peggy Hong
Jess & Sarah Langerman
Cora Lee-Palmer
Jean Lindemann
Theresa Lins
Marianne & Sheldon Lubar
Anne Maedke
Jennifer & James Marino
Suzanne & Matthew
McNeill
Geri & Howard
Ellis Miller
Milwaukee Private
Wealth Management
Blake Moret
William Nasgovitz
Amy Newman
Christine & James O’Brien
Thomas O’Reilly
Palermo Villa Inc.
Jayne Pelton
Larry & Jeanne Prochnow
David & Roberta Remstad

Retailworks, Inc.
David & Lois Ribbens
Dennis & Julia Rogers
Alice Rorabeck
Tim & Alice Rorabeck
Lucille Rosenberg
Peter & Karen Sands
John & Susan Scripp
Eleanor Seaman
Anthony II &
Patricia Sendik
Shorewest Realtors
Davey Singer
Carol Skornicka
Sarah Smith & Greg John
Timothy Somers
Ian & Deborah Spanic
Joan & Mike Spector

in kind donoRs
RIVERSIDE PARK
InKInD
Alterra Coffee Roasters
Jeff Anderson
Janie Besharse
Sue Blaustein
Jarzemsky Bohlmann
Family
Danni Gendelman
Dennis Grzezinski
Margaret Hankenson
Cliff Margis
Rose Mary & Frank
Matusinec
Steve Morse
Katie Mosack
Omanhene Cocoa
Bean Company
Lisa Pelfrey
Amy Reumann
Dan Schley
Jenny Schmitt
Katherine Smith
Mary Lou Stebbins
Florence Sussman
Visit Milwaukee
Jane Waldbaum

JOiN OUR cOMMUNity tOd ay!
MEMBERShip
renew or begin your membership, choose one:
 Individual ($25) includes guest  Family ($35)  Student ($12)

Name

________________________________________

Address ________________________________________
City

________________________________________

Phone

give a gift membership:

State/Zip _________________________

Financial assistance is available. Please call Ginger Duiven, Development
Manager at x106 or gduiven@urbanecologycenter.org. for details.

 Individual ($25) includes guest  Family ($35)  Student ($12)
Recipient name _______________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________
Day Phone ___________________ Eve. ___________________
Email ________________________________________________
Send the announcement card to
 Me
 Gift recipient
 Card picked up
Occasion __________________ Deliver by __________

dONatiON

Email

________________________________________
______________________________________

My neighborhood park is

 Riverside  Washington  I love them all!
 I would like to volunteer. Please contact me.

Charge my membership to:  Master Card  Visa
Card Number _______ - ________ - _______ - _______
Expiration Date _______/_______

(iN additiON tO MEMBERShip)

Please accept my gift to support:

 A community program ($50)
 One half day for a school class ($125)
 One full day for a school class ($250)
 A Citizen Science project ($500)
 Improved Riverside Park trails ($1,000)
 A school for one year ($5,000)
 Other $____________
total enclosed _____________________

Signature _______________________ Date _________
Please make your check payable to:
urban ecology Center and return it
with this form to:
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Saturday, September 26, Noon - 4 p.m.

Fall Festival
Saturday, September 26, 10:30 - noon
For kids 5 and younger accompanied by an adult
Registration required by September 25, call 964-8505

Fall Festival for afternoon nappers
riverside park

Sunday, September 13, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

washington bark dog days
Washington park

Fall into Fall!
Riverside Park
1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, WI 53211
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