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soUth side center is becoMing a reality
by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

Ladies and Gentlemen … I have a prediction to make
(drum roll please). I predict that by 2012 — 2013 at the
latest — there will be a full service Urban Ecology Center
branch near the Menomonee River, serving for the first
time, a neighborhood of south side schools. The funds
have not been raised, no school contracts are in hand, nor
is our outdoor classroom (the park where we intend to
do this work) even built. But it is going to happen.
In 1962 when John F. Kennedy made his famous speech
that we’d be putting a man on the moon before the decade
was done, he did not know how it was going to happen. His
statement however, while bold, was not a crazy one. He knew
that our nation had the right pieces in place … a solid vision,
a skilled team, the technical wherewithal, and the proper
motivation. While there is obviously a radical difference
in scale between these two projects — a neighborhood
environmental center is no moon landing — we too have the

right elements coming together. The momentum is building
and it is pretty darn exciting. Interest from schools is high,
the site for our outdoor classroom has been selected, the proper
partnerships are forming and political support is there.
We are extremely motivated to make this happen as currently
no south side schools are able to take advantage of our
unique neighborhood-based program model. We are fully
booked with 44 partner schools between our two Centers.
This is a good thing, but it pains me every time a new
school calls to get into our program and we have to turn it
away. So, when the Layton Boulevard West Neighborhood
Association and the Menomonee Valley Partners (MVP),
a non profit redevelopment organization, solicited our
participation in a south side project, we were all ears.
Our mission statement reads: The Urban Ecology Center
Continued on page 3
educates and inspires people to

KicKing Up great news in
the MilwaUKee river!

Kids notice things:
Changes at Washington Park

by Erick Anderson, Environmental Educator

by Joey Zocher, Washington Park Program Director

You may know the story
of the North Avenue
dam as it is an integral
part of Riverside Park’s
history. First built in
1835 as part of a shortlived canal scheme,
its purpose was to
control water levels in
the river. It became a
Students in our River Connections class
popular impoundment
looking for water penny larva
for boaters, swimmers
and ice skaters. Since
its removal in 1997, many improvements in the quality and
biodiversity of the Milwaukee River have been observed.

There have been so many “WOWS” around here lately it
really makes me proud. It’s not just me. All of the people
who have helped make it happen are proud. The staff. The
volunteers. The neighbors. The kids. We’re so excited that
we want to tell the world, which leaves us with a question
— what can we do to quantify the number of positive
changes happening in Washington Park? We track our
participation in numbers, but how can we communicate
to others that the park itself is better since we arrived?

In our River Connection program, fifth grade students explore
these exciting changes. Dressed in stylish (though sometimes
Continued on page 11
leaky) hip waders, they collect aquatic

Working with our kid volunteers, we started with a visible
transformation of the park’s biodiversity. Joel, our Assistant
Land Steward, has a crew of kids that joins him every
Thursday night from 5-7 p.m. to learn about invasive and
native species. Okay, most of the kids are more interested
in removing the invasive plants than learning about them,
but that’s what Burdock Brigade is all about! Getting dirty
working hard to remove invasives and plant natives. These
Continued on page 4
changes will be noticed by everyone
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droplets
River Reflections is created and
distributed through a team effort
by the following people: Carijean
Buhk, Ginger Duiven, Judy Krause,
Lindy Meer, Pat Mueller, Shirley Spelt
and a volunteer mailing crew.



Contributing writers: John Clancy, Beth
Fetterley, Nikiya Harris, Ken Leinbach,
Susan Winans and Joey Zocher.
River Reflections is a publication of
the Urban ecology center. The
Urban ecology center is a 501(c)3
tax exempt nonprofit organization. Its
facility and programming are made
possible through the generous annual
contributions of 82 foundations and
corporations, over 2600 member
and donor families and many in-kind
donors. no tax dollars are used to
operate the Urban ecology center.



To make a contribution, please see page
14 for the easy to use form, visit our
website at www.urbanecologycenter.
org or call Nikiyia Harris at x104.
The Urban ecology center educates
and inspires people to understand and
value nature as motivation for positive
change, neighborhood by neighborhood.
Our environmental community centers:
· Provide outdoor science
education for urban youth.



· Protect and use public natural
areas, making them safe,
accessible and vibrant.
· Preserve and enhance these natural
areas and their surrounding waters.
· Promote community by offering
resources that support learning,
recreation, stewardship
and camaraderie.
Urban ecology center
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
(414) 964-8505 Fax: (414) 964-1084
uec@urbanecologycenter.org
Hours of operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Washington Park, 4145 W. Lisbon Ave.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208
(414) 344-5460 Fax: (414) 344-5462
jzocher@urbanecologycenter.org
Hours of operation:
Tuesday - Friday: 4 - 7 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org



We are excited to bring back
the Appliance and Electronic
Recycling Day on November 7th!
This was a success in September
because our members spread the
word to their businesses, churches
and other organizations. Please
help us spread the word again! This
program is led by Shawn Office, a
former UEC high school intern.
Astronomy Notes on the web!
Remember that cool calendar
of astronomical events we used
to put in the newsletter? It was
such a fantastic resource that we
wanted to provide it to others
as well as to our members. Art
Paque, who compiled the print
calendar, has graciously agreed
to collect the information for our
website. Find the new Astronomy
Notes at www.urbanecologycenter.
org/research/astronomy.
Update: In our previous newsletter,
we introduced Heidi Telste as
the LVC intern. In a very quick
turn of events, she pulled out of
the program to attend Dentistry
School and we were able to
bring Jon Rogers on. We wish
Heidi well and welcome Jon.
Thanks to the following in-kind
donors who’ve given since the last
newsletter.
Riverside Park In-kind Donors
Alterra Coffee Roasters, Jeff
Anderson, Gene Braaksma, Mark
Clausen, Dennis Grzezinski,
Carol Holley, Ken Jenkins, Kim
Kosmitis, Jim Mauer, Omanhene
Cocoa Bean Company, Kristina
Paris, Mary Jo Penn, Pick n Save
– Oakland, Roberta Remstad, The
Dream Tree, Inc., John V. Tolan,
Beth Silver
Washington Park In-kind Donors
Jeff Anderson, Pat Mueller,
Christina Parris

Wish List
Thank you to the many people
who have given wish list
items. Your contributions have
helped us serve our programs,
parks and community.
Below is a partial list of items
we need. You can find our full
list at www.urbanecologycenter.
org/donations/donations.html
For Riverside Park
Contact: Judy Krause, 964-8505, x102.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blenders
Burlap/ Potato/
Coffee Sacks
Construction paper
Corkscrews
Dandelion diggers
Ice auger
Kernel popcorn
Large attractive ceramic
planters for indoor
potted plants (12”-24”)
Rakes
Miscellaneous hand
tools, drill bits, etc.
Miscellaneous hardware,
nuts, bolts, screws, etc.
Paper shredder
Sleds
Sweatpants
Wheelbarrows
Wire garden fencing
Wood/wire snow fencing

For Washington Park

Contact: Joey Zocher, (414) 344-5460.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alka-seltzer tablets
Art supplies
Bench vise
Canoes
Chest freezer
Cordless drill
GPS device
Hybrid car
Ice cream buckets and lids
Ice skates
Insect field guides
Kernel popcorn
Yoga mats
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an invitation
by John Clancy, President, UEC Board of Directors

Did you know that we have volunteers
who help our educators teach our
students? Or that it is a volunteer who
answers the phone when you call? You
can find volunteers cleaning up in
our parks, removing invasive plants,
banding birds, measuring snakes,
designing posters… the list goes on and
on. As President of the Center’s Board
of Directors, I have had the distinct
pleasure of working with many of these
fantastic people. Please join me in
showing our thanks for these wonderful
folks at our Volunteer Appreciation
Dinner and Annual Membership
Meeting on Wednesday, November
18th. The Volunteer Appreciation
Dinner begins at 5:30 p.m. and the
Annual Meeting starts at 7 p.m.

We combine the volunteer appreciation
evening with our Annual Meeting
each year. If you are not a volunteer we
welcome and encourage you to join us at
7 p.m. for the Annual Meeting. Enjoy
a dessert and join in! Even if you are a
volunteer but you can’t make it to the
dinner, please come to the meeting.
During the Annual Meeting portion of
the evening we will recognize volunteers
who serve on the Center’s Board of
Directors and elect a slate of directors
for the next term. Eight current
directors are on the slate to be elected
to new two-year terms. Thank you
Jeff Anthony, Jennifer Bolger Breceda,
Monique Charlier, Mike Eitel, Danni
Gendelman, Troy Hilliard, Bill Rumpf
and Kathy Werlein for your past service

and for renewing your commitment by
offering to serve another 2-year term
as a board director. We are also pleased
to have two new directors, Jim Schleif
and Deborah Spanic, on our board slate.
These two volunteers have quickly
become valuable assets to the Center
and we look forward to continuing to
work with both of them in the future.
I’d like to share our special thanks
with Tom Zak and Robert Graumann
who are completing their terms on the
Board. Tom, Vice President of Wells
Fargo Business Credit, joined the board
in 2008 and served on the Development
Committee. Robert, Director of
Strategy and Business Development
Continued on page 5
at Charter

soUth side center
continued from page 1

understand and value nature as
motivation for positive change,
neighborhood by neighborhood. (See the
end of John Clancy’s article on page 5 for a
complete mission statement including some
new proposed changes) Growing to other
neighborhoods, then, is implied within
our mission. We won’t, however, just
go to any neighborhood that asks. We
have a careful set of criteria we look
for. First, we need to be invited in by
the neighborhood itself. We have no
interest in imposing our model in places
that do not want it. Second, we look for
areas where the green space needs active
protection. In the case of Riverside
and Washington parks, this is about
replacing active criminal behavior with
daily field trips of constructive learning.
Third, we seek high density urban
areas with lots of kids and schools.
Fourth, we want to go to areas that
need us, areas without already existing
environmental education programs.
Then finally, we need to be in a place

where the neighborhood appears to have
the capacity to support such a venture.

programs before more negative,
destructive behaviors can take root.

This south side project near the
Menomonee River fits all of these
criteria and more. After being invited
into the neighborhood, we did an
extensive feasibility study. The area
has the schools, it has the kids, it
appears to have the local support base
needed and there is nothing like us in
the vicinity. The 24 acres we intend
to use as an outdoor classroom is, in
this case, a brown field redevelopment
site which will become part of the
Hank Aaron State Trail. This long,
narrow park is being created by
mounding the contaminated dirt from
the Menomonee Valley revitalization
process. In the coming years these
mounds will be capped with four feet
of clean top soil. Once this process
is complete, the entire park will be
planted with trees and other native
vegetation. Our plan is to fill this land
with safe, constructive, educational

Interested in learning more? Come to
the Annual Membership Meeting on
November 18th at 7 p.m. Not only will
we have maps to help you visualize
this project, but you’ll also get a first
glimpse of possible designs for our
new Center created by student-led
teams from the Milwaukee Institute of
Art and Design and the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee (more on this
remarkable collaboration in a future
newsletter). Even better, come join me
on the first Wednesday of each month
for one of my branch tours. Along with
a visit to our Washington Park branch,
I’ll show you first-hand the Menomonee
Valley site. It may not be on the scale
of a moon landing, but when you
come to this unfinished park you will
feel like you just landed on the moon
right here in the city. I can’t wait to
show it to you and share the vision.
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who’s that? Come meet NeW PeoPle at the CeNteR
by Beth Fetterley, Senior Director of Education and Strategic Planning

It is my pleasure to introduce to
you a number of new people around
the Center. As an educational
organization, we are excited to bring
talented, passionate staff to the Center
through a number of internships
and fellowships. Of the twelve new
positions launched this school year,
eleven fall into these two categories.
The one exception, Walter Sams, is
a veteran educator, active in the field
since 2000. Walter participated in the
Center’s career pipeline by volunteering
extensively at the Washington Park
branch. In addition to volunteering,
he secured a job through Our Next
Generation this past summer, which
brought students to the park several
times a week. Walter’s degree is in
natural and historical interpretation.
At the Riverside Park branch he
is charged with oversight and
redevelopment of the UEC Kids Club,
live animal programs, High School
Outdoor Leadership Program and
weeknight and weekend community
programs. Please drop in Saturdays
through Wednesdays to meet him!

Many of our members may have met
Jeanne Salmon over the years as both
a volunteer and on staff. In 2002,
Jeanne participated in the High School
Outdoor Leadership Program. She
continued working at the Center during
the school year as an intern with New
School for Community Service. This
past summer Jeanne served as the Urban
Adventures Assistant and she will
continue through our own internship
program to teach environmental
education and outdoor recreation during
the school year. Jeanne will graduate
from Milwaukee Area Technical College
with an Associate of Arts degree this
December. She usually will be out
in the field, but you can drop in on
Thursday evenings to meet her!
Our Washington Park branch engaged
in a new partnership this summer with
Cap Corps, the Capuchin Franciscan
Volunteer Corps, a Catholic Network
of Volunteer Service and Americorps
Education Award program. Through
this program we are able to bring Matt
Bassett on to our education team to
support the growing number of children

and families visiting after school and
on Saturdays. Matt graduated this
spring from Creighton University in
Omaha, Nebraska, with a Bachelor’s
degree in physics with minors in studio
art and biophysics. He monitored
lake safety in Kansas so he should be
right at home next to the lagoon.
New to the Riverside Park
Neighborhood Environmental
Education Project and summer camp
programs this year is Jon Rogers. Jon
comes to us through Lutheran Volunteer
Corps (LVC), another Americorps
Education program. The Center has
partnered with LVC for ten years, each
year bringing a full-time year-long
position to our education team. Jon
participated in our summer internship
program and graduated from Carroll
University last spring with a Bachelor
of Science degree in biology with
minors in biochemistry and business
marketing. Look for him out in the park
weekdays teaching groups of children.
Continued on page 10

Kids notice things
continued from page 1

who visits not only because there
will be a wider array of plants, but
also because these plants will attract
a wider array of insects and birds.
That leads us to the measuring part.
Citizen Science encourages people to
really study the park and document
changes. Up to this point, our Citizen
Science programs at Washington Park
have engaged adults. Yet we wanted
to engage the kids who notice things
and ask lots of questions. Observation
and curiosity — the perfect skills
necessary for scientific research!
Based upon successful Citizen Science
opportunities for kids at our Riverside

Park location, we decided that the time
has come to let Washington Park’s
Young Scientist Club really live up to
their potential and start their training as
the next generation of citizen scientists.
Starting in November, every Tuesday
will feature Citizen Science activities
in Washington Park from 5-7 p.m.
Adults and kids will learn to think
like a scientist, record, document and
analyze cyclical events in the park.
Although some of the topics will be
weekly (temperature, snow depth, ice
thickness), Tuesday’s group will also
help create the research question for
each evening. The kids will then help
create charts and graphs to display their

results so that visitors to the Center
see how the park has changed and that
it is a viable, valuable ecosystem.
We have found that kids in our Young
Scientist Club and Burdock Brigade
are interested in plants and science,
but also in just being good. They want
to feel smart and valued as a person.
And they love positive attention from
adults. When they hear the “wows”
from the adults who walk by, they
notice.They are proud to be a part of
it all, just like the rest of us. If you
would like to help out, contact Scott
at sstromberger@urbanecologycenter.
org or at 414-344-5460.
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give a Uec gift
MeMbership today!

cool ‘green’ gift?
by Nikiya Harris, Development Assistant

What are some of your favorite Urban
Ecology Center memories? Let’s take a
moment and think about it…hmmm.
Remember the time you went for an
evening paddle on the lagoon? What
about the time your kids learned that a
Barred Owl is nosy about your supper
(its call is Who cooks for you)?
Seems like you have some very
pleasurable memories.
Wouldn’t you love to give the people
you care most about an opportunity
to have their very own experiences?
You can by giving them a gift
membership to the Urban Ecology
Center this holiday season.
Just think. A gift membership to the
Center will provide your family and
friends with everything you enjoy:
• Access to resources and
workshops about green living
• Discounts on programs
• Access to canoes, snowshoes, cross
country skis and gardening tools
from our equipment library
• Opportunities to reach out to
your community by volunteering
to remove garlic mustard, help

______________________________________
Your name

kids rock climb and more

______________________________________
Address

• A 12-month subscription
to our newsletter filled
with programs and articles
that inspire and inform

______________________________________
City

• Invitations to four great
celebrations every year: Earth
Day, Fall Festival, Winterfest and
our Annual Member Meeting.

______________________________________
State/Zip
______________________________________
Phone
______________________________________
Email

By giving a gift membership you
also have the remarkable opportunity
to help enrich many people’s lives.
Center members help urban children
get outside and get in touch with
butterflies, birds and frogs! Not only
are your amazing experiences shared
with the people you care about, but
people of all age groups, all learning
styles, new and experienced nature
lovers from all walks of life.

______________________________________
recipient name

So what do you say? Give a gift
membership to your loved ones and
friends today! Upon receipt of your
request, a membership packet will be
sent to the recipient announcing your
gift. Purchase a gift membership by
phone at 964-8505, online at www.
urbanecologycenter.org/membership/
membership.html, or just complete
the form to the right. Return this
to: Urban Ecology Center, 1500 E.
Park Place, Milwaukee, WI 53211.

Their neighborhood center is:
 Riverside  Washington
 They love them all

______________________________________
street address
______________________________________
city, state, Zip
______________________________________
email
 Individual membership $25
 Family Membership $35

total

$_____________

Charge my gift to:  Master Card  Visa
______________________________________
Card Number
______________________________________
Signature
Exp.

invitation
continued from page 3

Manufacturing, a member of our
board since 2005 also served on
the Development Committee. We
thank both of these directors for
their dedication to our mission and
their many, varied and significant
contributions to the Center.
Lastly, we will ask the membership
to approve some changes in
our mission statement.

The proposed mission reads
(changes in italics):
The Urban Ecology Center
fosters ecological understanding
as inspiration for change,
neighborhood by neighborhood.
Our Environmental
Community Centers:
· Provide outdoor science
education for urban youth.
· Protect and use public natural

areas, making them safe,
accessible and vibrant.
· Preserve and enhance these natural
areas and their surrounding waters.
· Promote community by offering
resources that support learning,
volunteerism, stewardship,
recreation, and camaraderie.
· Practice and model environmentally
responsible behaviors
I hope to see you all on November 18th!
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RP

= Riverside Park

WP

= Washington Park

noveMber - deceMber calendar of prograMs
What’s with the frogs and fish?

RP

= Riverside Park

The Center offers public programs at both Riverside and
Washington Parks. Use these icons to know at a glance the
location of each program.

WP

= Washington Park

Programs marked with an * are accessible for persons with physical disabilities. All others have limited to no accessibility. Please
call 964-8505 at least two days before the program date if you have accessibilitiy needs.
Scholarships are available for all fee-based programs. For information call (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

spEciaL EVENts

candlelight walK

electronic and appliance
recycling day*
Safely dispose of your old appliances and electronics! Green Business
Concepts Recycling, current employer of Shawn Office, an Outdoor Leader
alum and friend of the Center, is hosting an electronics and appliance
recycling drive at the Center. Materials are processed here in Wisconsin,
supporting the local economy. A few items require a processing fee, see
http://www.greenbusinessconcepts.org/Home/recycling-fees for details.
Please also spread the word; we need enough material to fill the truck!

drop off is at our riverside park location
Saturday, November 7
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
RP
For everyone
Free - $10, depending on items
Please contact Shawn at 414-6170632 to confirm your drop-off

WP

annUal MeMbership Meeting*
Join staff and volunteers for dessert after the volunteer appreciation
dinner for the Center’s annual membership meeting. Learn
more about the Menonomee Valley branch (see Ken’s article on
page 1), meet and vote for new board members and more!

Meeting is at our riverside park location
Wednesday, November 18
RP
7 - 8 p.m.
Free
Call to register, 964-8505

WP

winter wilderness of denali*
100 years after Charles Sheldon’s historic trek through what would
become Denali National Park, Willie Karidis took a hiatus from his
job as Executive Director of the Denali Education Center to retrace
that trip in the middle of winter. He learned all he could about Denali,
the winter wilderness and ultimately, himself. Come hear his tale!

Thursday, December 10
7 p.m.
For adults and accompanied
children
$5 (Nonmembers - $10)
Call to register, 964-8505

RP

Celebrate the Winter Solstice! Explore Riverside Park
by candlelight with a guided walk accompanied by
poetry and readings of the season. After the walk return
to the Center to warm yourself by the fire and for
apple cider, snacks and music by Regina Gallero.
Saturday, December 19
7 - 9 p.m.
Walks leave every 15 minutes starting
at 7 p.m., music begins at 7:30
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated (Nonmembers
- $5 or $20 for families of 4 or more)

RP

RP

= Riverside Park

WP
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= Washington Park

Fa M i Ly p R O g R a M s
let’s poongMUl!
celebrate
thanKsgiving with
Korean drUMs!*
Explore how Koreans play drums
to celebrate the end of the farming
season and Fall. Participants
will learn traditional Korean
rhythms, culture and language
while drumming in this fun
and interactive workshop.
Sunday, November 15
1 - 2 p.m.
RP
For children ages 6
and up, with or
without parents
$5 (Nonmembers - $7)
Registration is required,
call 964-8505
night tiMe
exploration
Ever wonder which animals are
active at night or how they are
able to survive the darkness? If
so, join us on an exploration of
Riverside Park at night. Please
make sure to dress for the weather.
Wednesday, November 4
6 - 8 p.m.
RP
For everyone
Adults: $4
(Nonmembers - $6)
Children: $3
(Nonmembers - $5 )
Call to register, 964-8505
discovery hiKes
Changes of fall
Learn about the changes
of the fall season and seek
them out in Riverside Park.
Dress for the weather.
Saturday, November 14
10:30 a.m. - noon
RP
For kids ages 4
and older
accompanied by an adult
$4 or $12 for families of 4 or
more (Nonmembers --$7 or
$24 for families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505
senses
Explore Riverside Park
using ALL of your senses.
Saturday, December 12
10:30 a.m. - noon
RP
For kids 4
and older
accompanied by an adult
$4 or $12 for families of 4 or
more (Nonmembers - $7 or
$24 for families of 4 or more
Call to register, 964-8505

storytiMe in the tipi*
Join us around a fire in the tipi
for a storytelling adventure.
Saturday, November 21
10 - 10:45 a.m.
For kids 5 and
RP
under, accompanied
by an adult
$2 or $6 for family of 4 or
more (Nonmembers - $5 or
$15 for family of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505
tipi tales*
Join us in the tipi and in
Riverside Park for stories, games,
crafts, s’mores and more.
Sunday,
November 22
RP
1 -2:30 p.m.
For families with
children ages 6 and older
$4 or $12 for families of 4
or more (Nonmembers $7 or
$24 for families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505
hibernation
investigation
In the cold of winter, some
animals settle down for a long
winter’s rest. Kids will learn about
hibernation and explore Riverside
Park and search for a place to
hibernate that they will create!
Saturday,
December 5
RP
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For kids ages 5
and older
$4 or $12 for families of 4 or
more (Nonmembers - $7 or
$24 for families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505

let’s poongMUl!
learn how to play
Korean traditional
drUMs!*
Learn traditional Korean
drumming in this fun and
interactive workshop. Students
will use special sticks to play the
Jang-Gu, an hourglass-shaped
wooden drum. The instructor
will incorporate Korean culture
and language while drumming
and relate how Korean drums
are connected to nature.
Registration is required.
Saturday,
December 12
RP
10 - 11 a.m.
For children ages
6 and up, with or
without parents
$5 (Nonmembers - $7)
Call to register, 964-8505
science and Math
tUtoring*
Getting stuck on your science
and math homework? Then stop
by the UEC at Washington Park
and get over the hump with help
from our knowledgeable staff.
Every Tuesday
and Thursday except
November 26,
December 24, 29 &
31
WP
4 - 5 p.m.
For kids in K-12
Free
intergenerational
citiZen science*
There is always something to
learn in Washington Park! Join
the UEC Young Scientists in
collecting and recording data.
Every Tuesday except
December 29
5 - 7 p.m.
WP
For everyone
Free
aniMal feeding*
Come to either location to help feed
the Center’s resident turtles, snakes
and fish as you learn about the
animals that inhabit Riverside and
Washington Parks.
Every Saturday
(Washington Park is closed
on December 26)
1 - 2 p.m.
For everyone R P
WP
Free donations appreciated

natUre-based arts
and crafts*
Does the natural world make the
right side of your brain hum? Come
over to Washington Park and be in
good company with our artsy staff.
Projects include: screen printing,
papermaking, basic paintings
and found art. Don’t bring your
Sunday’s best, it might get messy.
Every Wednesday
through December 16
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
For everyone
WP
Free - donations
appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
oUtdoor play
Join the UEC Young Scientists
for some intergenerational fun:
come play outside with us in
Washington Park! We have
sleds, snowshoes and hot cocoa!
Every Friday except
November 27, December
25 & January 1
4 - 7 p.m.
WP
For everyone
Free
Call to register, 964-8505
science satUrdays*
Discover the world of science
through self-led interactive
activities and crafts.
Topics are:
November: Trees
December: Animal Survival
Every Saturday except
December 26
Drop-in program
WP
9:30 a.m. 4:30 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
science satUrdays
and sUndays*
Explore science through self-led
interactive activities.
Topics are:
November: Life of a Water Drop
December: Super Senses
Every Saturday,
Drop-in program
RP
9:30 a.m. 4:30 p.m.
Sundays, 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
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RP

= Riverside Park

WP

= Washington Park

a D U Lt L E a R N i N g
Urban
hoMesteader:
food
RP
series:
You are What You
eat! Wild food
and fermentation
for health*
Join us for this fun day as we
learn to make fermented food
that can be easily crafted in
your own kitchen. We will
bring wild plants into our
fermentation process, adding
dandelions to sauerkraut,
rosehips to soda, wild berries
to a fruit treat and more!
Lunch treats include lactofermented food, as well as
recipes, inspiration and a sour
dough starter to take home.
Saturday, November 7
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
For adults
$70, $130 for
both classes in series
(Nonmembers - $75)
includes lunch and
all materials.
Call to register,
964-8505
home Cheese
making: mozzarella,
feta and more!! *
Making cheese at home is
easy and fun! We will create
and sample several simple
cheeses that can be cultivated
at home including: Paneer
(an East Indian staple), basic
farm cheese (a hard cheese
historically created on the
small family farm) and
Chevre (a soft spreadable
goat cheese). You’ll also
learn some cooking ideas
for whey and build on this
introduction to create many
varieties of cheese at home.
Sunday, November 8
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
For adults
$70, $130 for both
classes in series
(Nonmembers $75) includes lunch,
instruction, samples,
cheese to take home,
recipes and a culture
to get you started
Call to register, 964-8505

ornithology
worKshops*
“Social vertebrates, and particularly
birds, are excellent subjects for
generating and testing Darwinian
hypotheses about living with
relatives” (Emlen). These
monthly workshops delve into
the mysterious and wonderful
world of birds looking at current
research and well-established
topics, including social behavior.
A PowerPoint presentation will
be followed by a dusk birdwalk.
Sunday, November 1
2:30 - 4 p.m. &
Saturday,
RP
December 5
2 -3:30 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Nonmembers - $10) Free
for regular birding volunteers
Call to register, 964-8505
sUstainable bUilding
exhibit open hoUrs*
Remodeling, adding on, or
building a new home? Visit the
Center’s Sustainable Building
Exhibit for ideas to beautify
your home while honoring the
environment. This is a hands-on
library of sample products for
home construction and interior
decorating. Consult with an expert
the 3rd Monday of each month.
Sundays, November 1 &
December 6
Noon - 2 p.m.
Mondays,
RP
November 16 &
December 21
4 - 7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
wild aniMals
in the city*
Speaker: Avi Lourie,
Israeli wildlife specialist
What happens when civilization
and agriculture take the land
that wild animals also need for
their own survival? Clashes?
Confrontations? Adjustments?
Adaptations? Avinoam Lourie
will tell you about some of the
problems and solutions in his
country and apply it to similar
cases in other places in the world.
Tuesday, November 3
7 p.m.
RP
For adults
$5 suggested donation
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505

slicing and dicing:
basic Knife sKills*
Learn and practice basic knife
skills. Participants will mince,
dice, julienne, etc. as well as
learn how to sharpen, care for
and select knifes. Please bring
a knife to practice with.
Tuesday, November 10
7 - 8 p.m.
RP
For adults
$7 (Nonmember $10)
Call to register, 964-8505
sandhill cranes
at Jasper pUlasKi
Each fall tens of thousands of
sandhill cranes congregate in the
shallow marshes of the JasperPulaski Wildlife Area in Indiana
to reinforce pair bonds. Travel with
Tim Vargo to witness one of this
amazing wildlife spectacles. Bring
a bag lunch for a picnic at the
park and we will stop for dinner
at a restaurant on the way back.
Saturday, November 14
9 a.m. -9 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Adults: $30
(Nonmembers - $40) R P
Children: $25
(Nonmembers - $35)
Call to register, 964-8505
booK clUb
Our Book Club meets
once a month to discuss an
environmentally themed book.
November: Agenda for a New
Economy: From Phantom Wealth to
Real Health by David Korten
Saturdays November 21
(no December meeting)
10 - 11 a.m.
RP
For adults
Free - donations
appreciated
travel to Mexico’s
Monarch bUtterfly
biosphere reserve:
informational meeting*
Encounter millions of butterflies
suspended on the limbs of
oyamel pine trees. Deep in the
mountains of Mexico experience
the magnificent biodiversity unique
to our hemisphere. Find more
details at www.conocer3.com.
Monday,
RP
November 23
7 p.m.
Trip: February 20-27
Call to register, 964-8505

stUdent intern
research proJects*
Did you know that college interns
use Riverside Park as an outdoor
research center? This year students
studied the State-threatened
Butler’s Gartersnake, monitored
turtles and conducted mammal
surveys using remote infrared
cameras. Each student will present
a short summary of his/her work.
Tuesday, December 8
7 p.m.
RP
For adults
$5 suggested donation
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505
christMas bird coUnt
Join thousands of volunteers
from around the world for the
annual Christmas Bird Count.
Data we collect contributes to an
international database that looks
at bird population trends. We will
hike north to Capitol Drive along
the east bank of the Milwaukee
River, stop for a quick brunch
and return along the west bank.
Please follow us to Lake Park in
the afternoon for refreshments and
more birding. Dress for a long
hike appropriate to the weather
and bring money for brunch.
Saturday, December19
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
RP
For adults
$5 donation to
National Audubon Society
Call to register, 964-8505
adUlt discUssion
groUp*
Meet with neighbors to discuss
what’s happening in and around
Washington Park. Discuss ways
we can work together to improve
the environment in the park and
surrounding neighborhoods.
Every Wednesday
except November 18
& December 16
7 - 8 p.m.
WP
For adults
$2 (Nonmembers - $3)
Call to register, 964-8505
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4p

An Afternoon Run (rp)
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Tipi Tales (rp)
Knitting Circle (rp)

22

7p
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9a
4p

Travel to Mexico
Informational
Meeting
5p
Paths to a
Sustainable Future/
Transition
Milwaukee (rp)
30

23

15
16
Let’s Poongmul! (rp)
Drop in: 4 -7p
9a
Sustainable Building
An Afternoon Run (rp)
4p
Exhibit Open
Hours (rp)
5p

Food Series:
Home Cheese
Making (rp)

1p
3p

1p
4p

10a

M O N Day

1

art show at Riverside Park
Earth...Umasking our Eyes Leah M. Klapperich
Systems in Transition Dara Larson
Show runs through
late December
Science Sundays - all month
Drop in 12:30p-4:30p (rp)
topic: Life of a Water Drop
Drop in: Noon -2p
Sustainable Building
Exhibit Open
Hours (rp)
2:30p Ornithology
Workshops (rp)
4p
An Afternoon Run (rp)

s U N Day

8:45a Stand Together
Milwaukee (wp)
9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
4p
Papermaking (rp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts
and Crafts (wp)
6p
Friends of Real
Food (rp)
7p
Adult Discussion
Group (rp)

Branch Loop
Tours (rp)
4p
Papermaking (rp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts
and Crafts (wp)
6p
Night Time
Exploration (rp)
7p
Adult Discussion
Group (rp)

9a

W E D N E s D ay

11

4

24
25
Burdock Brigade (rp) 9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
Science & Math
4:30p Nature Based Arts
Tutoring (wp)
and Crafts (wp)
Intergenerational
7p
Adult Discussion
Citizen Science (wp)
Group (rp)

Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Science & Math
Tutoring (wp)
Washington Park
Branch Tour (wp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
Urban Echo
Poets (rp)
Urban
Stargazers (rp)

3:30p

6:30

5:30

4p

Uec closed

Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Science & Math
Tutoring (wp)
Washington Park
Branch Tour (wp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
Vegetarian
Potluck (rp)

3:30p
4p

Birdwalk (rp)

8a

7p

7p

5:30

4p

4p

Birdwalk (rp)

8a

6:30

5:30

9a
4p

4p

26

19

12

Intergenerational
Habitat
Restoration (wp)
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Science & Math
Tutoring (wp)
Burdock Brigade (rp)
Washington Park
Branch Tour (wp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
UEC Photo Club (rp)

11a
3:30p

Birdwalk (rp)

5

8a

t h U R s D ay

4-7p

4-7p

4-7p

(rp) = Riverside Park (wp) = Washington Park

17
18
Burdock Brigade (rp) 9a
Ken’s Tour (rp)
Science & Math
4:30p Nature Based Arts
Tutoring (wp)
and Crafts (wp)
Intergenerational
volunteer appreciation
Citizen Science (wp)
dinner
5:30 - 8p. (at rp)
annual Membership
Meeting
7p (at rp)

10
Burdock Brigade (rp)
Science & Math
Tutoring (wp)
Intergenerational
Citizen Science (wp)
Volunteer
Orientation (rp)
Slicing and Dicing:
Basic Knife Skills (rp)

3
Burdock Brigade (rp)
Science & Math
Tutoring (wp)
Intergenerational
Citizen Science (wp)
Wild Animals in
the City (rp)
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Outdoor Play (wp)

Outdoor Play (wp)

Outdoor Play (wp)
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6

1p

10a

9a

10a
1p

9a
9a
10a

Park Rangers
(rp & wp)
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)

28

21
Park Rangers (wp)
Burdock Brigade (rp)
Storytime in the
Tipi (rp)
Book Club
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)

14
Sandhill Cranes
at Jasper Pulaski (rp)
9a
Park Rangers
(rp & wp)
10:30a Disovery Hikes:
Changes of Fall (rp)
10a
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
1p
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)
9a

7
Science Saturdays- all month
Drop in 9:30a-4:30p
(wp) topic: Trees
(rp) topic: Life of a
Water Drop
9a
Burdock Brigade (rp)
9a
Park Rangers (wp)
10a
Last Canoe Trip of
the Season
10a
Food Series: Wild
Food &
Fermentation (rp)
10:30a Volunteer
Orientation (rp)
electronic and appliance
recycling day
11a - 4p (rp)
1p
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)
2p
Survival Saturday (rp)
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14
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20

Knitting Circle (rp)
An Afternoon Run (rp)
5p

9a
4p

7p

6:30p

5p

9a
4p

5p

9a
4p

15
Burdock Brigade (rp)
Science & Math
Tutoring (wp)
Intergenerational
Citizen Science (wp)

8
Burdock Brigade (rp)
Science & Math
Tutoring (wp)
Intergenerational
Citizen Science (wp)
Volunteer
Orientation (rp)
Student Intern
Research Projects (rp)

9a
Ken’s Tour (rp)
4p
Papermaking (rp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts
and Crafts (wp)
7p
Adult Discussion
Group (wp)

8:45a Stand Together
Milwaukee (wp)
9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
4p
Papermaking (rp)
4:30p Nature Based Arts
and Crafts (wp)
7p
Adult Discussion
Group (wp)
6p
Friends of Real
Food (rp)

Branch Loop
Tours (rp)
Papermaking (rp)
Nature Based Arts
and Crafts (wp)
Adult Discussion
Group (wp)

W E D N E s D ay

1
Burdock Brigade (rp) 9a
Science & Math
Tutoring (wp)
4p
Intergenerational
4:30p
Citizen Science (wp)
7p

t U E s D ay

16

9

2

6:30

5:30

4p

4p

3:30p

8a
11a

7p

7p

7p

5:30

4p

4p

8a
3:30p

6:30p

5:30p

4p

4p

8a
3:30p

3

Birdwalk (rp)
Intergenerational
Habitat
Restoration (wp)
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Science & Math
Tutoring (wp)
Washington Park
Branch Tour (wp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
Vegetarian
Potluck (rp)

Birdwalk (rp)
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Science & Math
Tutoring (wp)
Washington Park
Branch Tour (wp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
Winter Wilderness
of Denali (rp)
Urban Echo
Poets (rp)
Urban
Stargazers (rp)
17

10

Birdwalk (rp)
Burdock
Brigade (wp)
Science & Math
Tutoring (wp)
Washington Park
Branch Tour (wp)
Riverside Park
Building Tour (rp)
UEC Photo Club (rp)

t h U R s D ay

4-7p

4-7p

4-7p

(rp) = Riverside Park (wp) = Washington Park

21
22
23
24
Drop in: 4 -7p
riverside park location
riverside park location
Uec closed
Sustainable Building
holiday hours 9a-5p
holiday hours 9a-5p
Exhibit Open
9a
Burdock Brigade (rp) washington park branch
Hours (rp)
closed
4p
Science & Math
7p
Paths to a
Tutoring (wp)
9a
Chat with Ken (rp)
Sustainable Future/
5p
Intergenerational
Transition
Citizen Science (wp)
Milwaukee (rp)
27
28
29
30
31
washington park branch
riverside park location
riverside park location
riverside park location
riverside park location
closed
holiday hours 9a-5p
holiday hours 9a-5p
holiday hours 9a-5p
holiday hours 9a-5p
riverside park location
washington park branch washington park branch washington park branch washington park branch
regular hours (noon-5p)
closed
closed
closed
closed
4p
An Afternoon Run (rp)
9a
Burdock Brigade (rp) 4p
Papermaking (rp)
8a
Birdwalk (rp)

3p
4p

M O N Day

6

Science Sundays - all month
Drop in 12:30p-4:30p (rp)
topic: Super Senses
Drop in: Noon -2p
Sustainable Building
Exhibit Open
Hours (rp)

art show at Riverside Park
Earth...Umasking our Eyes Leah M. Klapperich
Systems in Transition Dara Larson
Show runs through
late December

s U N Day

URBaN EcOLOgy cENtER pROgRaMs
4
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Uec closed

Outdoor Play (wp)

25

18

19
Christmas Bird
Count (rp)
Park Rangers (wp)
Burdock Brigade (rp)
Ice safety 101 (wp)
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)

!

26
riverside park location
regular hours (9a-5p)
washington park branch
closed
1p
Animal
Feeding (rp only)

candlelight walk
7p (rp)

9a
9a
Noon
1p

8a

5
Science Saturdays - all month
Drop in 9:30a-4:30p
(wp) topic: Animal Survival
(rp) topic: Super Senses
9a
Burdock Brigade (rp)
9a
Park Rangers (wp)
10:30a Volunteer
Orientation (rp)
Outdoor Play (wp)
Noon Ice safety 101 (wp)
1p
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)
2p
Hibernation
Investigation (rp)
2p
Ornithology
Workshops (rp)
6p
Cooking and
a Movie (rp)
11
12
9a
Park Rangers
(rp & wp)
10a
Let’s Poongmul! (rp)
10:30a Disovery Hikes:
Senses (rp)
10a
Volunteer
Orientation (wp)
Noon Ice safety 101 (wp)
Outdoor Play (wp)
1p
Animal
Feeding (rp & wp)
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URBaN aDVENtUREs
halloween
canoe trip
Join us in your favorite
Halloween costume for an
evening paddle through the
“haunted” bridges of the
Milwaukee River! Bring
your family and friends for
an enchanting picnic dinner
in Pere Marquette Park.
Meet at the Milwaukee
Rowing Club Boathouse in
your best costume! Special
Halloween surprise!
Friday, October 30
6 - 9:30 p.m.
For adults and
acommpanied children
ages12 and up
Adults: $20
(Nonmembers RP
$25)
Children: $15
(Nonmembers - $20)
Meet at the Rowing
Club Boathouse (1990
N. Commerce. St.)
Call to register, 964-8505

high schOOL
ExpLORERs
sUrvival satUrday
Have you wanted to learn basic
survival skills? Come and learn
about outdoor survival with other
teens with the same interest.
Join us for a fun and adventurous
afternoon. Dress for the weather.
Saturday, November 7
2 - 4 p.m.
RP
For teens
$5 (Nonmembers - $7)
Scholarships available
Call to register, 964-8505
cooKing and a Movie*
Come and join us for a night of
cooking and a movie. We will be
making chili and holiday cookies
while watching Wall-E. Bring
your friends and jump into this
December fun! Fees cover the chili
dinner and are for diners only.
Saturday, December 5
6 - 9 p.m.
RP
For teens
$5 (Nonmembers - $7)
Scholarships available
Call to register, 964-8505

Advanced registration is required for all Urban Ecology Center Urban
Adventures. Payment is due at time of registration. Cancellation
Policy: When payment is required in advance for a program, you
may cancel up to 48 hours in advance without penalty. If the Center
cancels a program for any reason, the payment will be refunded
or can be used toward a future program. Call the Center at (414)
964-8505 to register at least two days before the trip. Trips run
as scheduled rain or shine, at the discretion of the trip leader.

last canoe trip
of the season
Join us as we say goodbye to the
canoeing season by squeezing in
one more late season trip. We
will canoe downtown to a local
eatery for a warm up and lunch.
Be sure to dress for the weather!
Saturday, November 7
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
For adults and acommpanied
children ages12 and up
Adults: $20
(Nonmembers - $25) R P
Children: $15
(Nonmembers - $20)
Meet at the Rowing
Club Boathouse (1990
N. Commerce. St.)
Call to register, 964-8505

ice safety 101
Stay safe out on the ice this winter
by knowing the essentials of ice
safety and winter survival skills.
Interactive demonstration out on
the lagoon so dress for the weather.
Saturdays,
December 5 - 19
WP
Noon - 1 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
spontaneoUs
snow oUtings
Snow-play enthusiasts, this is ideal
for you! Sign up to join others in
snowshoeing or skiing this winter.
These spontaneous outings will be
planned at short notice when the
weather is right. Invitations will
be sent by email. Email Chad at
cthomack@urbanecologycenter.
org (Riverside Park), Scott at
sstromberger@urbanecologycenter.
org (Washington Park) to
add your name to this list.
Beginners welcome!

a R t at U E c
The Urban Ecology Center shows works of local artists in its Community
Room Gallery. To enhance the UEC’s educational mission, work must
have as its theme nature-related subjects, the natural sciences, products of
nature used as art or the relationship of the urban environment to nature.

Currently in our Community
Room Gallery
Earth...Umasking
oUr EyEs - leah M.
Klapperich
systEms in transition
- dara larson*
RP
Show runs through
late December
Leah’s masks reveal more than they
hide. Simple grasses, twigs and
mosses, generally ignored in the
ordinariness of daily experience,
are given voice through the form
of mask to speak to a deeper,
more intuitive part of ourselves.
Dara’s scratch boards use roots,
bee hives, plant forms and water
in contrast with cities, roads
and human activities to explore
relationships between man-made
and natural systems. The surfaces
of the clay coated wood are painted
with ink, which is scratched
away to reveal the drawing.

Point of ViEw –
John fatica
artistic
intErPrEtations of
sPring – steven yeo*
John explores the landscape from
varying perspectives - from close
up and intimate to the distant and
silent - and the way these points of
view influence his experiences of
land and water. Utilizing digital
photographs of biotic material
from regional Wisconsin
and urban parklands, Steve’s
exhibition presents artistic visions of
natural process and forms that ask,
“why not?” Refreshments served.
Opening: Sunday, January 10
2 - 4 p.m.
RP
Artists talk at 3pm.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Show runs January-March

URBaN EcOLOgy
cENtER tOURs
branch loop toUrs
Join Executive Director, Ken
Leinbach, on a driving and
walking tour of the Urban Ecology
Center’s Washington Park and
Menomonee Valley branches. Meet
at Riverside Park headquarters.
Wednesdays, November 4 &
December 2
RP
9 a.m. - noon
For adults
Free-donations appreciated
chat with Ken*
Explore Riverside Park with
Executive Director, Ken Leinbach
(tour leader substitution on
occasion). Call ahead to confirm.
Wednesdays, November
11, 25, December 9, 23
9 - 10 a.m.
RP
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Ken’s bUilding toUrs*
Explore our green facility with
Executive Director Ken Leinbach
(staff substitution on occasion).
Wednesdays, November
18 & December 16
9 - 10 a.m.
RP
For adults &
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
washington parK
branch toUr*
Join Washington Park Program
Director Joey Zocher on a
tour of our new branch and
Washington Park. Dress for the
weather. Call ahead to confirm.
Every Thursday
(except November 26,
December 24 & 31)
4 - 5 p.m.
WP
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
riverside parK
bUilding toUr*
Explore our green facility and
learn about the Center’s innovative
building design and programming.
Every Thursday
(except November 26,
December 24 & 31)
RP
5:30 - 6:45 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505
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= Riverside Park
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= Washington Park

iNtEREst gROUps

Uec photo clUb*
Explore nature in an artistic
light and develop new skills.
Thursdays,
November 5 &
RP
December 3
6:30 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
stand together
MilwaUKee*
Collaborate with other
organizations and individuals to
stand together to confront gun
violence in Milwaukee and restore
a sense of healthy community
through collaborative action.
Wednesdays,
November 11 &
December 9
WP
8:45 - 10:30 a.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

friends of real food*
Share a potluck dinner and join the
enthusiastic, informative discussion.

Urban echo poets*
Our purpose is to observe and
experience nature, then to express
these observations in poetry and
essay. We will read and write
and appreciate poetry with
images from nature at its core.
Thursdays,
November 12 &
RP
December 10
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

November: Chocolate and
Fair Trade: Making Informed
Choices. Speaker: Lynn Handler,
Southern WI Initiative for
Fair Trade. We’ll learn from a
short film and our speaker about
where and how chocolate is
grown and why fair trade matters.
You’ll be able to purchase fair
trade coffee, tea and chocolate.

Urban stargaZers*
Join us for fun, information
and stargazing.
Thursdays,
November 12 &
RP
December 10
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

December: Getting Real Food
into our Schools. Speaker:
Martha Davis Kipcak, leader of
Slow Food WiSE. We’ll get an
update on the reauthorization of
the Child Nutrition Act – the
bill that governs the National
School Lunch Program. We’ll also
hear about what’s happening in
our local schools to improve the
food our children are eating.
Wednesdays,
November 11 &
RP
December 9
6 - 8:30 p.m.
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated

vegetarian potlUcK*
Bring a plate and fork along
with your meatless dish to share
at our picnic style meal every
3rd Thursday of the month.
Thursdays,
November 19 &
RP
December 17
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated

photo credit: f10n4
(www.flickr.com/photos/f10n4/)

an afternoon rUn
Running is a great way get outside,
explore the community, stay in
shape and meet other people. Join
other UEC members, volunteers
and people in the community
for leisurely runs along the river,
Oak Leaf Trail or beyond. It’s a
great way to end the weekend!
Every other Sunday starting
November 1
RP
4 - 5 p.m.
For adults and teens
Free-donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

who’s that?
continued from page 4

Another new partnership is with the Trinity Fellowship Program, bringing us the
communications and design talents of Jeff McAvoy. The Trinity Fellows program
is a graduate fellowship at Marquette University dedicated to developing urban
leaders with a commitment to social and economic justice. Jeff is participating
in a 21-month study/work program while earning his Master’s degree in
Communications. We are excited to welcome him to our marketing team.
We can keep our doors open and Centers safe on weekends and evenings because we
have the regular support of high school interns. These interns are required to have
successfully completed a 7-week summer program that introduced them to field
research, environmental education, land stewardship, outdoor recreation, service learning
and green building management. The seven students hired this year completed this
program with grace, enthusiasm and purpose. Please help us welcome Matt Coyne (Saint
Thomas Moore), Trinity Little (Bradley Tech), Shanice Dison (Riverside University),
Jerry Adams (Bay View), Robby Friedlen (Nicolet), Colin O’Brien (Marquette
High) and Elise Wirkus (Whitefish Bay). Elise, Matt, Colin and Robby are working
at Riverside Park while Shanice, Jerry and Trinity are at Washington Park.

Knitting circle*
If you are new to knitting or
an experienced knitter, please
join us for a cup of coffee, good
conversation, and knitting.
Sunday,
November 22 &
RP
December 13
3 - 5 p.m.
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated
paths to a
sUstainable
fUtUre/transition
MilwaUKee*
Paths to a Sustainable Future
has merged with Transition
Milwaukee! Transition Milwaukee
shares our mission of increasing selfreliance to address climate change
and the decline of fossil fuels, but
will utilize a formal framework
known as the Transition Initiative
to engage the community to
develop a vision and an action plan.
Whether you are well versed in
the Transition Initiative or curious
about who and what Transition
Milwaukee is, we invite you to join
in our monthly Hub meetings.
Mondays,
November 23 &
December 21
RP
7 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations
appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Childcare available: $4
(Nonmembers - $6)
Call to register, 964-8505
early Morning
birdwalKs
Kick start your day with fresh
air and bird song. Interested
bird watchers of all ability levels
are invited to explore bird life
with us. Binoculars available.
Every Thursday
except November 26
& December 24
8 a.m.
For adults and
accompanied children R P
Free donations appreciated
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volUnteer opportUnities
by Susan Winans, Volunteer Coordinator

save the date!
volUnteer appreciation
dinner
Wednesday, November 18
5:30 - 8 p.m.
At our Riverside Park location

CheCk the mail for
Your invitation!
volUnteer orientations
Learn about the Center’s programs
and how to get involved.
riverside park
Saturday, November 7 & December 5
10:30 a.m. - noon
Tuesdays, November 10 & December 8
6:30 - 8 p.m.
washington park
Saturdays, November 14,
28 & December 12
10 - 10:30 a.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
bUrdocK brigades
Have a direct impact on our natural world
by helping increase the biodiversity in our
parks. The Burdock Brigade engages in
hands on restoration activities: removing
exotic invasive plant species and planting
native species in order to help increase the
habitat of many of our native animals. Come
when you can; leave when you need to.
riverside park
Saturdays, November 7,
21, December 5 & 19
9 - 10:30 a.m.
Every Tuesday
9 - 11 a.m.
washington park
Help mentor children while increasing the
biodiversity of Washington Park.
Every Thursday except
November 26, December 24 & 31
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
For adults and accompanied children
Free-donations appreciated
paperMaKing
Join other UEC volunteers as we learn
the art of recycled papermaking to create
beautiful gifts for our Center’s supporters.
Riverside Park
Wednesdays, November 4, 11,
December 2, 9, 16 & 30
4 - 6 p.m.
For adults and accompanied children
Free-donations appreciated

intergenerational
habitat restoration
Are you crazy about native plants, gardening,
landscaping or just being outside? Get to know
perennials, grasses, shrubs and trees indigenous
to southeastern Wisconsin while helping us to
maintain and establish native plantings around
the Senior Center in Washington Park.
Thursdays, November 5 & December 17
11 a.m. - noon
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Meet at the Washington Park Senior
Center (4420 W. Vliet St.)

parK rangers
Kick off your weekend at either branch of the
UEC and help keep our parks clean, safe and
accessible. Dress for the weather and join other
volunteers as we walk through the parks picking
up trash and noting any maintenance needs.
riverside park
Saturdays, November 14,
28 & December 12
9 - 10:30 a.m.
washington park
Every Saturday except December 26
9 - 10 a.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated

KicKing Up great news in the MilwaUKee river!
continued from page 1

“bugs” (macroinvertebrates) from the
Milwaukee River in a rural setting at
Riveredge Nature Center in Newburg
and an urban setting at Hubbard
Park in Shorewood. Comparing
these macroinvertebrate populations
helps us compare water quality.
On the bus ride to Hubbard Park, I
often ask students to name an aquatic
species they found during their
previous field trip to Riveredge that
they don’t expect to find in the city.
Without fail, one of them remembers
the water penny beetle. Its larva can
be found clinging to the bottom of
rocks in cold, fast-moving streams.
As an indicator species, its presence
in a stream suggests clean water
with plenty of dissolved oxygen.
Water pennies would not have
survived in the old impoundment.
If you’ve been reading our newsletter
for many years, this likely sounds
familiar. We’ve highlighted the
River Connection program and
water pennies before, but in the
past two years our students have
observed encouraging and significant
changes in our findings at Hubbard
that are worth writing about.

When I began teaching here in
August 2006, finding a water penny
was an exciting but rare treat.
However, since 2008 we’ve been
finding at least one water penny
every class! Often, we find them
by the bushel. My students have
topped out at roughly 100 in a
single day! It’s official — the water
penny has established a significant
population north of the old dam and
we know this, thanks to observations
by our fifth grade students.
On the flip side of the equation,
leeches and worms can thrive in
dirty water. We found loads of
them in the days when we rarely
found water pennies. However,
the scales have tipped! Indicator
species, which also include mayfly,
damselfly and caddisfly larva,
are outnumbering leeches and
worms by far. More good news!
The compelling story of our river’s
renewal continues to be written and
our fifth grade students are valuable
co-authors. They’ve seen first hand
that our water quality is much
better than they expected and know
that they can help keep it that way
by making good decisions about
water use and reducing pollution.
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thaNk yOU FROM thE cENtER
The Urban Ecology Center receives a majority of its support from local foundations, corporations and individuals. This section of our newsletter
is reserved to thank you and the many supporters of the Center. the names listed are those who made a contribution to the Urban
Ecology center in the two months since our previous newsletter.
We thank those of you who have begun a new membership, renewed your membership or given a gift membership. Since our membership
has grown to 2600 households, we no longer can list all of our new and renewing members here. When space is available we will print the list
of in-kind donations. Rest assured we appreciate every donation and membership and are working hard to make your investment in the Center
produce results 7 days a week, 357 days of the year! Call Ginger at the Center if your name has not appeared as you expected.

FouNDatioNs/
CoRPoRatioNs
Helen Bader Foundation
Terri and Verne Holoubek
Family Foundation
International Community
Foundation
Koppmeier Foundation
Local Initiative Support
Corporation
Nasgovitz Family
Foundation
Puelicher Foundation
Rockwell International
Corporation Trust
Sandstone Foundation
Brico Fund
Harry W. Schwartz
Bookstore
SPX Foundation

GiFts iN
hoNoRoF…
Alton Bathrick
- Susie Kasten
Shel & Danni Gendelman
- S.L. Gerhardt
Bev Colton
- Shel & Danni Gendelman

GiFts iN
memoRyoF…
Leeland Bathrick
- Susie Kasten

DoNoRs
Larry Bonney
Mary Bowers
Gerard Capell
Ervin Colton
Eric Crawford
Michael Davis
Fintan Dooley
Penny Enroth
Chris Hansen
Troy A. Hilliard
Aaron, Sarah Hoffnung
Sheila Jhansale

Mary Kamps
Deborah Kern
Kathlynn Kirk
Randall Klumb
Rollie Kohl
Theresa Lins
Barbara Markoff
Mark Matthias
Thomas Mills
Bob Montgomery
Cheryl Moret
Katie Mosack
Eric C. Nelson
Rosina Norton
Thomas Pence
Karen Peugh
Patrick Quick
Dennis L. Rogers
Tim Rorabeck
Lorette Russenberger
Nancy Sennett
Sarah Smith
Greg Spurry
Peter Stone
Carl Trimble
Tim Ungrodt
Jacqueline Weber
Jennifer Wilson

CHALLENGE
GRANT DoNoRS
Suzanne Abler
Jenny Achuthan
Louis & Mary Agnew
Robin Ahrens &
William Dosemagen
Susan Allen
Henry & Barbara Althoen
Erick Anderson
Janet Anderson
Marybeth Anderson
Deb & Marc Andraca
Else Ankel
Tamara Arendt
Mark & Pam Ariens
Barbara Armstrong
Constance Arnosti
Janine Arseneau
Sofia & Abe Askenazi
Diane Bacha

Edward & MaryJo Baisch
Jon & Anne Bales
Stacey Bast
Jamey Basye
David Baum
Keith & Amy Bender
Bernadette Berdes
Todd & Betty Berens
Sue Blaustein & Maurice Fair
Jonathan Blick &
BarbaraConnolly-Blick
Paul & Mary Blockhurst
Michelle & Dan Boehm
Tammy & Bill Bokern
Elizabeth Bottern
John & Joyce Boyland
Laura & Jeff Bray
Chris & Bill Breihan
Joan Brenk
Mark & Cheryl Brickman
Cheri Briscoe
Margaret Broad
Ann Brummitt
Sylvia & Mike Buckman
Camille Burke
Shannon & Rachel Butalla
Mary Bykowski
Pete Campbell
Cassi & Andy Carey
Linda & Mark Carlson
John & Julie Carpenter
Dennis & Jean Casper
Deborah Cecsarini
Charles W. Bray
Revocable Trust
Monique Charlier
Mark & Ann Christman
Ilona Cinis
Christine Clements
Arlene Clowers
Tim Cochran
Patrick & Bridget Coffey
Shirley Conlon &
Jess Brownell
Joan Cook
Ann Cornell & M.
PeterWhite
Nancy Counter
Francisco Cubillos &

Sarah Howden
Brian Cummings
Rachel & Ryan Cunningham
Eddee Daniel &
Lynn Kapitan
Debra Davidoski
Cynthia & Jeffrey Davis
Lou & Jackie Davit
Karen & John DeHartog
Leanne DeMuijnck
Patricia DeFrain
Nikki & Andrew DeGuire
Marshall & Judy Dermer
Ruth Derse
Jeffrey & Laurie Derus
Michael DeWan
Evelyn Dickmann
Ronald Dix
Timothy Donnelly
Pamela Downing
David & Jennifer Dragseth
David & Roberta Drews
Tom & Bette Drought
David & Cheryl Drury
Steven Duback
Howard & Eileen Dubner
Courtney Duiven
Gregory Duiven
Julianna Ebert & Frank Daily
Jim & Patti Ellis
Kate Erwin
Frank Evans
Vivian Faye
David Fenner
John & Jodie Fenske
Jim & Mary Ferschinger
Judith Fetterley
William & Sarah Fetterley
Inc. First Weber Group
Foundation
James Fitzgerald
Brian & Kimberly Flood
Gloria & Steven Foster
Lincoln & Lillith Fowler
Fox Point Federated
Garden Club
Tim & Sue Frautschi
Patricia Frost
Audrey Gabrovic

Kathleen Gallick
Eugene Garrison
Patricia Geiger
Laurie Geisel & Bruce
Thompson
Mary Gissal
Owen Goldin &
Miriam Sushman
Elaine Gordon
Holly & Dan Graves
Tabita Green
Michael Grinker &
Sharon Lerner
Laura Gronek
Luke & Victoria Groser
Jean Groshek
Margaret Gruna
Don Haack
Janet Hackbarth
Keith & Ann Hacker
Eva Hagenhofer
Clayton & Kay Hahn
MaryLynn & Dennis Han
Lynn Handler
Phil & Connie Hardacre
Nikiya Harris
Jeffrey Harsch &
Elisabeth Larson
Mandy Hart
Margarete & David Harvey
Michael Hatch
Sara Hayes
Charles Hays
Carl & Nancy Hedman
Jon Helminiak
Mary Henke
Maggie Hennig
Kathleen Herbst
Joan Herriges
Judith Hestoft
Paula & David Hoffmann
Patricia Holland &
Daniel Kaemmerer
Ralph & Margaret Hollmon
Alexa Hollywood
Glenna Holstein
Bill & M.A. Houghton
Diana Hu
Amy Ihlenfeldt

13

thaNk yOU FROM thE cENtER
MaryAnn Ihm
International Community
Foundation
Sonja Ivanovich
Lorraine Jacobs
Larri Jacquart
Joan Janus
Christine & James Jensen
Margaret Jerz
Marilyn John
Johnson Controls
Barbara Johnson &
Ann Green
Jess & Jake Johnsrud
Nancy Jonas
Gabriele Jung
Russ Kafka
Lynn & John Kaishian
Dana & Robert Kaleta
Kathryn Kamm
Mary & Charles Kamps
Maureen Kane
Jennifer Karvelas
Susie & Frederick Kasten
Myrtle Kastner
William & Kathleen Kean
Ted Kellner
Andrew Kennedy &
Lois Wesener
Diane Kercheck
Carrie & Grant Killoran
Nan Kim-Paik &
Peter Y.Paik
Peggy Kirkeeng
Joanne & Dan Kline
Thomas & Jane Klug
Val Klump & Sory Marocchi
Judy Knight & Al Rank
Ronald & Mary Koeppl
James Koneazny
Kerry Korinek
Mary Kremer
Elizabeth Kuhn
Martin & Melissa
KwaterskiScanlan
Mary Lacy
MaryLou Lamonda
Charles & Nancy Lanman
Sean Lansing &
Beth Fehlauer
Michael Larson
Norm & Judy Lasca
John & Martha Laubach
Ruth & Chad Lawson
Adrian Lee
Robin Leenhouts
Ely Leichtling &
Sally Merrell
Samuel Leichtling

Leonard Levine
Clare Lewis
James & Judith Lewis
Roxanne & Brian Link
Luke & Vashti Lozier
Lex & Roxann Lucas
Sherry & Richard Lundell
John Lunz
Karen Lustig
James & Patricia Magestro
Karen Maierle
Dan & Kathie Major
Elizabeth Mann
Diane Martin & Jeff Cartier
Elizabeth & Paco Martorell
Francis & RoseMary
Matusinec
Mary Mazul
Jacqueline McCall-Clay
Kay McCartney
Jill & Mark McClellan
Dana McCormick &
Christofer Barth
Norva & Bing McCutcheon
Katie McDonnell
Julie McMullin
Gretchen Meyer
Martine Meyer
Kristen Michelson
Joseph Miller
Joyce & Brian Miller
Rita & Jim Mitchell
Kathryn Mlsna
Erik & Carol Moeser
Jane Mohr
Vala Mohr
Christie Mole
Nathan Moomaw
Michael & Kathy Mooney
Paul Moran
Karen Morris-Cetin
David Moss &
Colleen Beaman
Mark & Lou-Ann Mueller
Patricia D. Mueller
Patricia H. & George
Mueller
Lucille Muldoon
Thomas Nelson
Clay & Donna Nesler
Rebecca Neumann
Lisa Noble & David
Macherey
Peggy Noonan
Mary Norman
Margery O’Brien
Gerard O’Conner
Lynne Oehlke &
Thomas Marlett

Patrick & Linda O’Hara
Jennifer & Michael O’Hear
Joel Ottenstein
Gerald Ottone
Aimee Ouellette
Dana Owens
Nicole Palasz & Tim
McKeehan
Virginia Palmer
Kate & Jerry Parent
Matthew & Sarah Parlier
Margaret & Ronald Patros
John & Susie Paunan
Gail & Terrence Pavletic
Bob & Sonja Pavlik
Diane Pellegrin
Jeanette & Anne Peltier
Tria Penegor
Rachel & Mike Peterson
Thomas & Deborah Petri
Margaret Petrie
Kathleen & Peter Piaskoski
B.Thomas Pier
Carol Pollock
Gail Povey
Elizabeth Price &
Gerald Weber
David Pritchard &
Kathy Rogers
Larry & Jeanne Prochnow
Louise Quigley
Kathleen Raab
Patricia Rauch
Miriam Reading &
Richard Miller
Ruth Renzelmann
Julia Revane
Janice Rhodes
Rochelle Riley
Charlotte Rivera Dominguez
Darlene Roberts
Sarah Rohe
William & Eva Rumpf
Joan & Erv Russell
Kayvon & Patricia Safavi
Judy Saichek
Karen Samelson
Sandstone Foundation
Phyllis Santacroce &
Phil Godkin
Marilyn Schilz
Patrick & Betty Schroeder
Philip Schultz
Joanna Seifert
Ann Setterlun &
Michael Taylor
Patricia Shires
David Silber
Michael & Gloria

Skwierawski
Donna Smith
Katherine Smith
Robert Smith
Dale Snider
Barbara & Michael Spalda
Gina Spang
Sarah Spelt
Anita Stanton
AliceJo Star & MarkClausen
Monica Staubach
Mary Stearns
Jack & MaryLou Stebbins
Lisa Steckhahn
Anne Steinberg &
Eric Hansen
Gertrude Stillman
David & Nancy Stone
Patricia Suminski
Georgia & Willard Sylke
Edward Szopinski
& Carol Justin
Rachel Taknint &
Hennik Clausen
Dan & Phyllis Talarczyk
Anna & Richard Teerlink
Susan Thaller
B.D. & A.Silver Thompson
Bruce Thompson &
Kathy Miller
Kathryn Thompson
Carol Tishler
Jessie Tobin
TrueProcess Inc.
Oliver & Mary Tysver
Erik & Melissa Ugland
Valerie Valentine
Dorothy Vallier
Joan & Tom VanHoof
Victor & Carolyn Vargo
Medhi Venon
Phillip Waitkus
Eileen Walter
Marty Watson
Mary Wehrle-Schnell
Lance Weinhardt &
Nicole Bickman
Patricia Weisberg
Amy Weisbrot & Paul Seifert
Sandy Weisto
Bart & Sarah Wellenstein
Joan Werner
Kelly & Bill Wesolowski
Whitefish Bay Garden Club

Tanya Wiedenhoeft
William Wiener
Edwin & Barbara Wiley
Oscar & Christin Wille
Raymond Wilson
Robert & Lois Winans
John Winze
Lee Wolcott
Leslie Woodruff &
Paul Gegenhuber
Jennifer Wright
Pamela Wronski
Sarah & Mark Yannett
Yoga Kids Milwaukee LLC
Nikki Zellner
Sean Zettel
Andy & Carlene Ziegler
Bettie Zillman
Michelle Zimmer

SoLSTICE SoIREE
AND AUCTIoN
DoNoRS
William & Katherine
Biersach
Larry Bonney
Jacqueline Boynton
Gregory & Kathleen Budzien
Lawrence & Nancy Clancy
Tim Cochran
Michael DeWan
Greg Dorf
Dan & Pat Fetterley
Lindsay Gardner
Jeff & Kathy Geygan
Ken & Shauna Leinbach
Kate & Ken Muth
Marian & Bill Nasgovitz
Eric & Lisa Nelson
Thomas & Meredith Pence
David & Louise Petering
Patrick & Brenda Quick
James Schleif
Marsha Sehler
Nancy & John Sennett
Peter Stone
Karin Tamblingson
The Lubar Family
Foundation
Carl Trimble &
Nancy Schoene
Timothy Vargo
Carolyn Washburne
Edward & Mary Witte

Thank
You

JOiN OUR cOMMUNity tODay!
MEMBERship
Did you know you can give a donation, join or renew your
membership securely online? Visit www.urbanecologycenter.
org and click either “donations” or “membership”.

renew or begin your membership, choose one:
 Individual ($25) includes guest  Family ($35)  Student ($12)
Financial assistance is available. Please call Nikiya Harris, Development
Assistant at x104 or nharris@urbanecologycenter.org for details.

give a gift membership:
 Individual ($25) includes guest  Family ($35)  Student ($12)
Recipient Name _______________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________
Day Phone ___________________ Eve. ___________________
Email ________________________________________________
Send the announcement card to  Me  Gift recipient
Occasion __________________ Deliver by __________

DONatiON

(iN aDDitiON tO MEMBERship)

Name

________________________________________

Address ________________________________________
City

________________________________________

State/Zip _________________________

______________________________________

Email

________________________________________

Phone

My neighborhood park is

 Riverside  Washington  I love them all!
 I would like to volunteer. Please contact me.

Charge my membership to:  Master Card  Visa
Card Number _______ - ________ - _______ - _______
Expiration Date _______/_______
Signature _______________________ Date _________

Please accept my gift to support:

 A community program ($50)
 One half day for a school class ($125)
 One full day for a school class ($250)
 A Citizen Science project ($500)
 Improved Riverside Park trails ($1,000)
 A school for one year ($5,000)
 Other $____________
total enclosed _____________________

Please make your check payable to:
urban ecology Center and return it
with this form to:
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Wednesday, November 18
7 p.m.
Uec annUal
Meeting

candlelight
walK
Saturday,
December 19
7 p.m.
Riverside Park
1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, WI 53211
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