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Ask any staff person 
what they like most 
about working at 
the Urban Ecology 
Center, and likely 
you will hear 
“My colleagues 
are awesome!” 
or some similar 
sentiment. Recently 
recognitions like 
the 2008 Alfred P. 
Sloan Workplace 
Flexibility 
Award and the 2009 American Society for Quality 
Social Responsibility Award, provide objective 
assessment of the employment culture here. What is 
not as apparent to our community and members is the 
ongoing work we put toward nurturing a dedicated, 
supportive and innovative team of employees. 

I don’t know if you know this, but walkie-talkies are 
expensive. The ones we use here cost about $400. I know 
because I almost lost one (shhh---don’t tell Ken or Judy!) 

During a biking trip with a group of 6th graders from 
Milwaukee Education Center, I realized that I was missing 
my walkie-talkie. It must have been jostled out of my 
backpack as we were getting on and off bikes. After the class 
was over, I got on my bike to retrace our route and I have 
to admit I was not very hopeful about finding it. “Great…” 
I thought. “There’s $400 down the half-flush toilet…”  

As I rode along the bike path, I mentally started 
rewriting my budget, subtracting the $400 I planned 
to pay to replace the radio. I started to groan, but then 
checked myself. Could I have bought the day I had 
with those 6th graders for $400? Not a chance. 

As the sun warmed my back and the wind tickled my face, I 
remembered how only a few hours earlier I had been able to 
share just such an experience with 

$400 Bike Ride
by Glenna Holstein, Environmental Educator

Reason to RetReat
by Beth Fetterley, Senior Director of Education and Strategic Planning
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Last November I gathered my entire team together, all 39 
staff members, to discuss the difficult challenge we had before 
us. In the news was story after story about jobs being lost, 
non profits going under and foundations being tapped dry. I 
knew there had to be fears among my staff and did not want 
unnecessary rumors to start erupting. In this meeting we 
openly discussed exactly how things stood from a business 
perspective. I told them, with the help of my leadership 
team, that each and every person was of high value to us. We 
have no dead weight, no weak link and no fat -- no frivolous, 
superfluous or extraneous job. I shared this because it was 
(and still is) true. I held back nothing. It was going to be 
a very rough year, but we had no plans to lay anyone off. 
None. Instead we decided as a team to hold spending down 
to practically nothing. We’d make do with what we had 
and be creative for what we did not. We talked about an “all 
for one and one for all” approach with everyone pitching in 

ken’s state of the CenteR addRess
by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

-- especially in areas where we were understaffed and unable 
to hire new people. The response has been overwhelming.

I could not be more proud of this diverse group of hard-
working, fun-loving, kind individuals brought together by 
a shared passion for our mission. Not only have we managed 
to save over $150,000 from our very lean budget (that is no 
small feat!), but every single program area this year has had 
record participation, every single one  …  more canoe trips, 
more research, more rentals, more school contracts, more 
cross country skiing, more food preservation classes, more 
lecture attendance, more drop-in visitation … it’s amazing! 
So far this year, with only two months left in our fiscal year, 
we are projected to actually exceed our budget for revenue 
generated by program fees by close to $15,000. On top of this, 
our staff has contributed more financially to the Center with 
personal donations than in any other year and logged more 
volunteer hours than ever before as Continued on page 5
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dRoplets

River Reflections is created and distributed 
through a team effort by the following 
people:  Carijean Buhk, Ginger Duiven, 
Judy Krause, Pat Mueller, Shirley Spelt 
and a volunteer mailing crew.

Contributing writers: Beth Fetterley, 
Glenna Holstein, Ken Leinbach, 
Susan Winans and Joey Zocher.

River Reflections is a publication of 
the Urban ecology Center.  The 
Urban ecology Center is a 501(c)3 
tax exempt nonprofit organization.  Its 
facility and programming are made 
possible through the generous annual 
contributions of 82 foundations and 
corporations, over 2600 member 
and donor families and many in-kind 
donors.  no tax dollars are used to 
operate the Urban ecology Center.

To make a contribution, please see page 
12 for the easy to use form, visit our 
website at www.urbanecologycenter.
org or call Ginger Duiven at x106.

The Urban ecology Center educates 
and inspires people to understand and 
value nature as motivation for positive 
change, neighborhood by neighborhood. 

Our environmental community centers:

·  Provide outdoor science 
education for urban youth.

·  Protect and use public natural 
areas, making them safe, 
accessible and vibrant.

·  Preserve and enhance these natural 
areas and their surrounding waters.

·  Promote community by offering 
resources that support learning, 
recreation, stewardship 
and camaraderie.

Urban ecology Center

Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211 
(414) 964-8505  Fax: (414) 964-1084 
uec@urbanecologycenter.org

Hours of operation: 
Monday - Thursday:  9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday:  9 a.m - 5 p.m. 
Sunday:  12 noon - 5 p.m.

Washington Park, 1859 N. 40th Street 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208   
(414) 344-5460  Fax: (414) 344-5462 
jzocher@urbanecologycenter.org

Hours of operation: 
Tuesday - Friday:  4 - 7 p.m. 
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

General Needs 
Contact: Judy Krause, 964-8505, x102.

Alka-seltzer tablets• 
Blenders• 
Cordless drill• 
Cornstarch• 
Ice cream buckets • 
Kernel popcorn• 
Video camera• 

For Riverside Park 
Contact: Judy Krause, 964-8505, x102.

3 umbrella stands• 
30 pairs of lightweight • 
welding goggles
Air compressor (at least 26 • 
gallon?) and impact tools 
Animal heat rocks and heat pads• 
Bird feeders• 
Cabinet for board games• 
Dandelion diggers• 
Electric impact Driver• 
Floor jack for auto repair (at • 
least four ton hydraulic) 
Gardening/work gloves• 
Good quality sound system• 
Hand clippers & trowels• 
Heavy duty wheelbarrows• 
Large attractive ceramic planters • 
for indoor potted plants (12”-24”) 
Long handled loppers• 
Miscellaneous hand tools, drill bits, etc.• 
Miscellaneous nuts, bolts, screws, etc.• 
Nylon pants• 
Open trailer for hauling• 
Papershredder• 
Portable stage lighting• 
Projector screen• 
Quality corded circular saw• 
Rain ponchos/jackets- all sizes• 
Reptile basking light bulbs • 
and infrared light bulbs
Small all occasion gift bags • 
Toaster oven • 
Waterproof pants for kids• 
Wheelbarrows• 

For Washington Park 
Contact: Joey Zocher, (414) 344-5460.

Art supplies• 
Bike helmets & locks• 
Bookshelves• 
Canoes• 
Clothespins• 
Extension cords • 
Fishing poles & tackle• 
Flat head screw drivers• 
Gardening equipment• 
GPS device• 
Green fish nets for fish tanks • 
Hip wader drying rack• 
Musical instruments - acoustic• 
Nails/screws• 
Old towels and rags• 
Plastic storage bins with lids• 
Power strips• 
Socks• 
Sports balls• 
Sprinklers• 
Untreated 2x10’s for raised beds• 
Vegetable seeds• 
Yoga mats• 

W i s h  L i s t

 Welcome to new staff member 
Katie Swank. Katie began as 
a Saturday reception volunteer 
and is now our new Community 
Program Educator whom you will 
see in the evenings and on the 
weekends. She brings experience 
in environmental education, 
museum planning, and community 
outreach in New Mexico and we 
are excited to welcome her! 

 In June we welcomed 14 
Summer Interns! Summer interns 
serve as assistant educators for our 
summer camps, help maintain 
our gardens, run research projects 
and coach students in outdoor 
recreation. This year’s interns are:

Keith Armstrong, •
Macalester College
Jon Campbell, •
Middlebury College
Patrick Duffie, Alverno College•
Kelly Finkowski, •
UW-Milwaukee
Davita Flowers-Shanklin, •
Macalester College
Britton Jones, UW-Milwaukee•
Kimberly Knoebel, •
UW-Milwaukee
Simon Kurt, UW-Eau Claire•
Andrea Lohman, UW-•
Stevens Point
Annie Pasbrig, •
Macalester College
Brian Rorabeck, UW-•
Stevens Point
Jon Rogers, Carroll University•
Jillian Votova, Michigan Tech•
Johannah Waite, •
UW-Milwaukee

 Upcoming UEC closings. Urban 
Ecology Center will be closed 
on July 4. August 29 - 31 our 
Washington Park branch will be 
closed and our Riverside Park 
location will close at 4 p.m.
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You’re creating quite a buzz! 
Thanks to the enthusiasm of 
our members and friends the 
media coverage of the Center 
has grown pheomonally.  
See the list below.

The Center was the subject of 
a fantastic Milwaukee public 
television documentary 
feature: Nature In The City. 
This 30-minute documentary 
shared the “magic” of the 
Urban Ecology Center through 
interviews with community 
members and staff. Thanks 
to Lyn Falk and Raul Galvan 
for their terrific work.

Radio disney (aM 
1640) featured Executive 
Director Ken Leinbach on 
its “Backyard Show”.

The outpost exchange asked 
Center staff members to write 
the new Urban Almanac feature. 
In the first one Center Educator 
Matt Flower wrote about flowers 
(no pun intended). See the next 
issue for Tory Bahe’s article. 

The shepherd express
featured the Center in two 
articles: Summer Fun on the 
Cheap” and “Milwaukee 
Color: Spiritual Uplift at 
Washington Park”.

The Milwaukee Journal 
sentinel featured the citizen 
science ephemeral pond 
study. Read more at http://
www.jsonline.com/news/
wisconsin/46024042.html

Citizen Science Symposium we 
hosted last fall is the subject 
of a re-airing of Lake Effect
(WUWM). Listen to it here at 
www.wuwm.com/programs/lake_
effect/view_le.php?articleid=728

t h E  C E N t E R  i N 
t h E  N E W s

What you will notice is that on August 
29th through 31st, our Washington Park 
branch is closed and our headquarters 
in Riverside Park has shortened hours. 
Our headquarters are able to remain 
open thanks to extremely competent 
volunteers and interns who completely 
take over running the Center those 
three days. The entire staff is so very 
appreciative of this support because 
this is our annual retreat – the one time 
that our full staff can count on being all 
together in one room for several days. 

Because the Center has two branches 
and together they are is open seven 
days and nearly 70 hours each 
week, it is increasingly difficult to 
bring all the employees together for 
planning, learning and envisioning 
our future. Thus, every year we 
dedicate three days to the annual 
retreat. It is a critical component and 
launching ground of a cohesive, fun 
and effective employment culture.

The annual retreat started in 2001 
when a generous board member offered 
her home in River Hills as a site for 
a two day planning session with the 
staff. In the years following, we were 
invited to other homes, nature centers 
and camps, where we’d barter for 
the rooms by offering environmental 
education training, a service project 
or consulting services. All-day retreats 
became overnight excursions, and every 

year we improve on the previous one. 
For the past couple years we’ve stayed 
at Girl Scouts Camp Silverbrookin 
in West Bend, drawing energy and 
inspiration from their forest and lake.

What happens at the retreat? Each year 
varies a bit, but typically we bring in 
at least one outside speaker, staff take 
turns leading exercises and activities 
for the whole group and we form teams 
to prepare each meal. Topics vary from 
best practices in integrating volunteers 
into the mission, to building a creative 
work environment, to serving a racially 
diverse audience well, to understanding 
climate change, to learning together 
on naturalist walks, to team-building 
and more. Cooking for 33 people 
becomes a team-building exercise in 
itself, as well as a recipe exchange. 

Our goals for the retreat are in line 
with the mission, focusing on modeling 
environmental practices and care for the 
land, developing a sense of community 
and camaraderie and building skills 
in serving urban youth. And did I 
mention play? We make sure to spend 
some time playing together – canoeing, 
swimming, relaxing on the beach. 
All of this revives our minds, relaxes 
our bodies and prepares us to dig in 
to do the best work we can do as a 
cohesive team. So, yes, my colleagues 
are what I most enjoy about working 
at the Urban Ecology Center.

Reason to RetReat
continued from page 1

I met Kaiulani Lee 15 years ago on 
an elementary school camping trip in 
Virginia. I was leading the trip and 
Kaiulani was a parent chaperone. We 
hit it off as kindred spirits in our love 
for nature and kids, but it was her 
quiet strength and disarming wisdom 
that most impressed me. Through 
conversation I discovered that she was 

a SEnSE of WondEr at the CenteR
by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

quite an accomplished actress, not only 
on national shows like Law and Order 
and The Waltons, but also in many 
plays on and off Broadway. She invited 
my wife and me to a one-actress play 
on the life of Rachel Carson called A 
Sense of Wonder that she had written 
and produced. The depth, intensity 
and historical Continued on page 4 
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You can hear his laugh before he 
enters the building and it reminds 
us all why we are here. What good is 
a park if it’s not filled with people? 
Wednesday nights bring the highly 
anticipated visits of Mr. E.B. Garner. 

And true to most nights, dozens of 
children are close behind. Eager to learn, 
eager to help, eager to do something—
these kids are not interested in Myspace, 
or the latest fashion trends. Instead, 
they enjoy being a part of something 
bigger than themselves. These are 
Washington Park’s Young Scientists!

Unlike Riverside Park, open hours 
in Washington Park attract mostly 
unsupervised kids. These kids live 
in the neighborhood and most 
come back daily. If you stop by 
you are sure to see kids having a 
great time, but it’s not all play.

Kids help with service projects, 
removing invasive species like 
buckthorn, burdock and garlic 
mustard. They clean up after their peers 
who are not as community minded, 
picking up litter and cleaning up 
graffiti. In addition, they are learning 
real life science by participating in 
citizen science monitoring. They are 
helping to take water samples in the 

UeC YoUng sCientists
by Joey Zocher, Washington Park Program Director

lagoon and monitor the different 
types of wildlife in the park.

ShaRe youR PaSSion

Our volunteers help with everything 
from teaching the kids how to canoe 
to creating Mother’s Day cards to 
finishing their homework. E.B. teaches 
the kids how to fish. Stephanie teaches 
them yoga using flora and fauna found 
in the park. Tracy helps the kids 
create nature-based art projects. All 
of these volunteers have taken their 
passion and brought it to the kids at 
the Center. Do you have an idea for a 
project you think our kids would love? 
Contact Scott at 414-344-5460 or 
sstromberger@urbanecologycenter.org. 

Astronomy is yet another field where 
citizen scientists play an important 
role. Amateur astronomers record the 
brightness of variable stars contributing 
important data to researchers.

A variable star is one whose apparent 
brightness as seen from earth changes. 
One way the brightness can change is 
if the star has an orbiting companion 
that sometimes eclipses it. This type 
is called an extrinsic variable. 

There are citizen scientists in 
Milwaukee who observe variable 
stars and report their findings to the 
American Association of Variable 
Star Observers, www.aavso.org. There 
is no special equipment needed to 
be a variable star observer, although 
binoculars or a small telescope are 
useful and fun to have on hand.

There is a star of special interest in our 
summer night sky in the constellation 
Aurigae. Every 27.1 years the star, 
known as Epsilon Aurigae, or the “Billy 
Goat”, goes into an eclipse that lasts 
approximately one and a half years. 
During previous eclipses, it has slowly 
lost about half its brightness. Then, near 
the very end of the eclipse, it suddenly 
gains most of its brightness back in 
a matter of weeks. No one knows 
why this happens. The star is bright 
enough to be seen with the unaided 
eye, even in the city. All eclipses since 
discovery have been scrutinized with 
an increasingly sophisticated array of 
methods, but to no avail. Something 
is blocking the light and we don’t know 
what it is. Observers are watching this 
star every day for a change to occur.

Because of its brightness, this star 
provides an easy entry point for 
scientific research by all persons 
regardless of their background, 
training and equipment: with just 
good eyesight and a finder chart, the 
eclipse can be easily monitored.

oBseRVing  
VaRiaBle staRs 
by Jon Bales, Urban Stargazers

accuracy of the reenactment of the 
author of Silent Spring, the book that 
many point to as the beginning of the 
environmental movement, blew me 
away. I remember at the time wishing 
everyone could see this important piece.  

Well now you can! I’ve followed 
Kaiulani as her career has grown, 
watching her numerous times on TV, 
including in the lead role on National 
Public Television’s A Midwife’s Tale. She 

too has been watching us grow from 
a trailer in the park to what we are 
today. A Sense of Wonder has now been 
turned into a film and thanks to our 
friendship, Kailani has chosen to offer a 
free screening here at the Urban Ecology 
Center! Thus it is with great pride 
that I bring my friend Kaiulani Lee as 
Rachel Carson to Milwaukee (see details 
on page 6). Please make an effort to 
come and bring a neighbor or a friend. I 
guarantee you’ll leave glad that you did. 

sense of WondeR
continued from page 3
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well! Riverside Park staff members 
have helped out when Washington Park 
became overwhelmed with drop-in kids 
this winter and the Washington Park 
staff members have helped out at our 
bigger events in Riverside Park. This 
is not required, expected or even subtly 
implied. It truly is an incredible team.

Our expense savings and revenue 
increases represent the areas in our 
budget we have some control over. 
The problem is, the things that are out 
of our control … are exactly that …
out of our control. Who would have 
guessed that portfolios would be down 
30 to 50 percent in the span of just 
a few months? That so many people 
would be losing their jobs, or that 
housing and credit markets would be 
hurting so badly? People cannot give 
what they don’t have, and while we 
do generate a percentage of our total 
budget by “selling” programs, there is 
no way we can come close to charging 
the true cost of the work that we do. 
In short, despite all of our Herculean 
efforts, we are still running short. 
In fact, when we project out to the 
end of the year we discover a need of 
slightly more than $100,000. Dang!   

I so believe in what we are doing here 
at the Center and I am very excited 
about our prospect for the future. Our 
staff is incredible, our volunteers are 
amazing and our programs are solid. 
All we need is a little more money 
to keep it all going. How do we get 
this? I don’t know for sure, but it 
seems we start by simply asking. Can 
you help? If everyone could pitch 
in just a little we’d have enough.  

Over the past month I’ve shared this 
idea with some of our closest friends. 
Amazingly eight dedicated supporters 
have pooled their resources and come 
up with a $50,000 year-end challenge. 
This means that any donations given 

to us between now and August 31st 
will be matched dollar for dollar up 
to $50,000! This kind of support 
actually brings tears to my eyes.  

Now it is your turn. Wait, don’t stop 
reading please … just hear me out.   

We print over 3000 newsletters. If every 
person who is reading this (meaning 
you!) could give us $20 or more we’d 
make it. Twenty dollars, that’s it! In 
a place where you can borrow a sea 
kayak, learn to band birds or help plant 
a prairie for nothing what is twenty 
dollars? So please, right now before 
you forget, consider either writing a 
small check to us or go to our website 
and click on the button on the home 
page that says “Yes I will match the 
challenge” and within two minutes 
you can double your support … and 
… feel good that you are part of this 
vibrant and dedicated community.  

My other request is this: Please spread 
the word to your neighbors and friends 
and encourage them to join, or perhaps 
buy them a gift membership! Seriously. 
Take a minute and think about at least 
one person you know who could benefit 
from being a part of our Center. And 
before you forget, sign them up … 
right now. The more members we have 
the more we can do for the community. 
And by the way, any new membership 
purchased before August 31st will 
be matched dollar for dollar too!

One final note: If you are in the 
unfortunate category of being out 
of work right now, please know that 
my heart goes out to you. It kills 
me hearing from my friends who 
have lost, or may lose, their jobs. If 
you are in this category, and money 
is really tight, know that we don’t 
expect a contribution. In fact, we do 
have some financial assistance that 
can help cover memberships and 
programs. We want you to stay with 
us and if we can help you through this 
difficult time, please let us know.

ken’s state of the CenteR addRess
continued from page 1

15 twelve-year-olds. I thought about 
the smiles on their faces as they felt 
the freedom of using their own power 
to move through the beautiful twists 
and turns of Estabrook Park, and their 
slightly nervous (but happy!) squeals 
as we dipped down hills. I smiled 
to think of how wide their eyes got 
when, from the top of the Center’s 
tower, I pointed out the radio tower 
that marked the halfway point of our 
ride. “We went that far!?” they asked, 
clearly impressed with themselves. 
That sense of pride and the joy of that 
shared experience is something that 
no amount of money could buy, and I 
decided that the cost of a $400 radio 
would be a more than reasonable price 
for such a marvelous adventure. 

I reached the end of our route and, 
not having found the radio, was 
completely ready to turn around and 
enjoy the last leg of my $400 bike ride. 
But at that moment I saw the radio 
sitting next to the drinking fountain!  
Someone must have picked it up and 
put it there so it would be easier to 
see. I gratefully clipped the radio to 
my belt and headed back toward the 
Center. “Amazing,” I mused. “I would 
have happily paid $400 for today, 
and here I’ve gotten it for free!” 

$400 Bike Ride
continued from page 1
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RP  = Riverside Park      WP = Washington Park

A SEnSE of WondEr: filM sCReening*
A Sense of Wonder depicts pioneering environmentalist Rachel Carson 
in the final year of her life as she battles cancer and the chemical 
industry in the wake of publishing Silent Spring. Join us for a special 
free screening, followed by a Q&A with Wonder’s acclaimed star 
and writer Kaiulani Lee. See Ken’s article on page 2 for details.

Friday, July 10
6:30 - 8 p.m. RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call 964-8505 to register

What’s with the frogs and fish?  

The Center offers public programs at both Riverside and 
Washington Parks. Use these icons to know at a glance the 
location of each program. 

Programs marked with an * are accessible for persons with physical disabilities.  All others have limited to no accessibility.  Please call 
964-8505 at least two days before the program date if you have accessibility needs. 

Scholarships are available for all fee-based programs.  For information call (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

JUlY - aUgUst CalendaR of pRogRaMs

RP  = Riverside Park   WP = Washington Park

epheMeRal pond stUdY
Be a citizen scientist and help 
us verify our ephemeral ponds 
by collecting data on their 
characteristics. This information is 
used by the DNR in the Wisconsin 
Emphemeral Pond Project to help 
protect these unique habitats.
Tuesdays, July 7, 21,  
August 4 & 18
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
For everyone  

WP

Adults: $3  
(Nonmembers - $5)
Children $2  
(Nonmembers - $3)
Call to register, 964-8505

RiVeRside paRk 
BUtteRflY CoUnt*
Every year the North American 
Butterfly Association coordinates 
volunteers across three countries 
(USA, Canada and Mexico) to 
census butterfly populations. 
Join us for a stroll through 
Riverside Park to count & 
identify our resident butterflies. 
No experience is necessary.
Saturday, July 11
11 a.m.  RP
For adults and  
accompanied children
$3
Call to register, 964-8505

tRee id hike*
Come on a hike around the park to 
learn about the diverse tree species 
that Fredrick Law Olmsted planted 
here over one hundred years ago.
Saturday, July 11 & 25
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For everyone
Adults: $3  
(Nonmembers - $5)  

WP

Children: $2  
(Nonmembers - $3
Call to register, 964-8505

nest WatCh*
Help us partner with the Cornell 
University’s citizen science 
program by making observations 
of nesting birds in Washington 
Park. Dress for the weather!!!
Tuesdays, July 14 & 28
5:30-6:30 p.m. 
For everyone
Adults: $3  WP  
(Nonmembers - $5)
Children: $2  
(Nonmembers - $3)
Call to register, 964-8505

FA M i Ly  P R O g R A M s

inteRnational faMilY 
danCing*
Travel around the world with dance 
instructor Elaina Qurehi— all 
you need are your feet and a good 
imagination! We will explore the 
rhythms of Africa, Bolivia, France, 
Mexico, Israel and many more 
countries. No passport needed. 
Are you ready for the adventure??
Sundays, July 19, 26
1 - 3 p.m.
For families with RP   
children ages 4  
and older
$10/family or $3/person 
(Nonmembers - $12/family 
or $3/person)
Call to register, 964-8505

high sChool 
oUtdooR leadeR tales 
fRoM the tetons*
Get inspired as the High School 
Outdoor Leaders describe their 
experience as interns at the UEC 
and their trip to the Tetons! 
Following the presentation 
at the UEC, we will travel 
together to the UWM School 
of the Arts Inova gallery on 
Kenilworth for a reception.
Tuesday, August 18
6 - 9 p.m. RP
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

aniMal feeding*
Come to either location to help feed 
the Center’s resident turtles, snakes 
and fish as you learn about the 
animals that inhabit Riverside and  
Washington Parks.
Saturdays (No Washington 
Park session on 
August 29)
1 - 2 p.m.
For everyone 

RP
 
WP

Free - donations appreciated

sCienCe satURdaYs  
and sUndaYs*
Explore science through self-led 
interactive activities. Topics are: 
July - Bumbling Bees 
August - The Foods We Eat
Drop-in program
Saturdays,  RP  
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Sundays, 12:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
For adults and  
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated

fishing With e.B. 
gaRneR*
Enjoy a fun evening fishing 
in Washington Park. Learn 
fishing techniques and play 
fishing games. Dependent on 
the weather. Poles provided. 
Wednesdays
5 - 6:30 p.m.  WPFor everyone
Free - donations appreciated

WateR QUalitY 
MonitoRing
Be a citizen scientist and help 
track the health of the 11 acre 
Washington Park lagoon. The 
data collected will give us a 
better understanding of this 
unique aquatic habitat.
Fridays
6 - 6:30 p.m.  WPFor everyone
Free - donations appreciated

s P E C i A L  E V E N t s
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RP  = Riverside Park      WP = Washington Park

teen Book ClUB*
Teens, come join us on a 
spiritual journey! The Teen 
Book Club is a new group 
at the Center that will 
get together to read some 
environmental teen fiction 
and non-fiction. Our first 
book will be Dogsong by Gary 
Paulsen, which participants 
should read by the first 
meeting. Once the group is 
assembled, we can choose 
the subsequent books for 
the upcoming meetings.
Saturday, July 11, 25, 
August 8 & 22
11 a.m. - noon
For teens RP
Free- donations 
appreciated

Canoeing at 
Washington paRk
Do you want to cool off on 
a hot summer day? Canoe 
with us at the Washington 
Park lagoon. Be prepared to 
get wet playing fun water 
games! Meet either at 9:30 at 
the Riverside Park location 
for a ride to the park or at the 
Washington Park location 
at 10. Space is limited!
Saturday, July 18
10 a.m. - noon
For teens
$3  

WP

(Nonmembers - $5)
Call to register, 964-
8505

sUMMeR CaMping 
at kettle MoRaine 
state foRest
Finish summer with a bang! 
Come on an overnight 
camping trip with other high 
schoolers at Kettle Moraine 
Northern Unit, Ottawa. 
Saturday, August 22 - 
Sunday, August 23
For teens
$12 (Nonmembers - 
$15) Call to register, 
964-8505
Teens must have 
a permission form 
signed by a parent 
or guardian to 
particpate. Download a 
permission form at www.
urbanecologycenter.
org/permission or ask 
for a form from our 
receptionist.

open CliMBs on toWeR 
RoCk CliMBing Wall
Build strength, balance and 
confidence by climbing on our 
three story rock wall! Harnesses 
and belayers provided. All 
climbers must have a completed 
and signed waiver before 
climbing, available at www.
urbanecologycenter.org. Please call 
ahead to register, no walk-ins.
Tuesdays, July 7 - August 18
4 - 6 p.m.
Sundays, July 12 - August 16
2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
For everyone
Adults: $10  RP
(Nonmembers - $15) 
per session
Children: $8 (Nonmembers - 
$12) per session
Call ahead to register, 964-
8505, no walk-ins 

kaYaking 101
Come learn the basics of kayaking. 
We will start with a brief lesson 
on land and then continue the 
lesson on the Milwaukee River. 
Bring a snack or dinner with you 
and we can eat on the water! Come 
prepared to get wet and bring 
something to hydrate yourself! 
Meet at the Rowing 
Club Boathouse  RP

(1990 N. Commerce St.)
One-day class offered 
Tuesdays, June 30, July 21 & 
August 11
5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults and children ages 
13 and older
Adults: $20 
(Nonmembers - $ 25) 
Children: $15 
(Nonmembers - $20)
Call to register, 964-8505

WateR safetY CoURse 
foR Boat lending 
pRogRaM*
Interested in borrowing our canoes? 
Come take a 30-minute water 
safety course to make sure you 
are ready to get out on the water. 
If you passed this course last year 
you do not have to retake it this 
year. This is a requirement of the 
canoe/kayak lending program.  
Riverside Park
One-day class offered 
Saturdays, 
July 11 - August 8 RP
10 - 10:30 a.m.
Thursdays through August 20
6 - 6:30 p.m.

Washington Park
One-day class offered 
Wednesdays, July 1,  
15, August 5 & 19
7 - 7:30 p.m.

For everyone 
WP

Free donations appreciated
Registration required, call 
964-8505 

Canoeing BasiCs
Learn the basics of canoe instruction 
from our lifeguard certified 
staff. Registration required.
One-day class offered 
Saturdays, July 18 or 
August 1, 15 & 22
2 - 4 p.m.
For everyone 

WP

Adult: $5 (Nonmembers - $7)
Children: $3  
(Nonmembers - $5) 
Registration required, call 
964-8505 

Can YoU Canoe?
Join the Sierra Club for an evening 
out on the water learning the ins 
and outs of canoe instruction. 
Wednesday, July 22
4:30-6:30 p.m.
For everyone 

WP

Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

U R B A N  A d V E N t U R E s

MilWaUkee histoRY 
kaYak
Want to learn about Milwaukee’s 
history in a unique fashion? Join 
Urban Adventures Coordinator 
Chad Thomack on a paddle 
through downtown to explore 
some of Milwaukees interesting 
history from the river. 
Meet at the Rowing  RP
Club Boathouse 
(1990 N. Commerce St.)
Saturday, August 8
9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
For adults and children ages 
13 and older
Adults: $20  
(Nonmembers - $ 25)
Children: $15  
(Nonmembers - $20)
Call to register, 964-8505

RiVeR RhYthMs  
Canoe tRips
Paddle down the Milwaukee 
River from the Rowing Club 
Boathouse to Pere Marquette 
Park. Enjoy music and festivities 
at River Rhythms. Then paddle 
back to the rowing club boathouse. 
Dress for the weather. Each week 
fills quickly. Sign-up early! 

July 1 - Greg Koch 
July 8 - De La Buena 
July 15 - Brother 
July 22 - Doo Wop Daddies 
July 29 - Downtown Employee 
Appreciation Week’s Battle of the 
Bands 
August 5 - Paul Cebar 
August 12 - The Urbanites 
August 19 - Streetlife 
August 26 - Hounds 
Tooth & Alex Wilson
Meet at the Rowing Club 
Boathouse (1990 N. 
Commerce St. 53211)
Wednesdays
5:30 - 9:30 p.m. RP
For adults and  
accompanied children
Adults: $25  
(Nonmembers - $30) per trip
Children: $15  
(Nonmembers - $20) per trip
Call to register, 964-8505

Advanced registration is required for all Urban Ecology Center Urban Adventures. Payment is due at time 
of registration. Cancellation Policy: When payment is required in advance for a program, you may cancel 
up to 48 hours in advance without penalty. If the Center cancels a program for any reason, the payment 
will be refunded or can be used toward a future program. Call the Center at (414) 964-8505 to register 
at least two days before the trip. Trips run as scheduled rain or shine, at the discretion of the trip leader. 

h i g h  s C h O O L 
E x P LO R E R s

URBan eCologY CenteR Will Be Closed on JUlY 4. 
aUgUst 29 - 31 oUR Washington paRk BRanCh Will Be Closed and oUR 

RiVeRside paRk loCation Will Close at 4 p.M.
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MonaRCh laRVae 
MonitoRing
After a brief introduction to the 
eggs, caterpillar, chrysalis and 
adult stages of the Monarch, 
the group will comb the park 
for examples of all stages of 
the butterfly’s life. Participants 
collect data for the University of 
Minnesota’s National Monarch 
Larvae Monitoring Project.
Wednesday, July 1
5:30 p.m. RP
For adults and 
accompanied children
$4 (Nonmembers - $7)
Call 964-8505 to register

oRnithologY 
WoRkshop*
These monthly workshops 
delve into the mysterious and 
wonderful world of birds, looking 
at current research and well-
established topics. Presentation 
to be followed by a dusk 
birdwalk. Binoculars provided.
Thursday, July 2
6:30 - 8 p.m. RP
For adults
$5 (Nonmembers - $10) Free 
for regular birding volunteers
Call 964-8505 to register

fRogs of  
Washington paRk*
Do you like frogs and 
learning about their neat 
adaptations? Then hop on over 
to Washington Park and learn 
about our slippery neighbors 
that live here in the lagoon.
Wednesday, July 8
7 - 8 p.m.
For everyone  

WP

Adults: $5 
(Nonmembers - $7)
Children: $3 
(Nonmembers - $5
Call 964-8505 to register

A d U Lt  L E A R N i N g

dnR fRog & toad 
sURVeY
Come out for a late night of 
auditory froggin’ and help add to 
the Wisconsin DNR’s statewide 
database of frogs and toads run 
by citizen scientists. Dress for the 
weather and wear footwear that can 
get muddy. We will cover western 
and southern Milwaukee County. 
Call Tim Vargo, x116, for details.
Friday, July 10
8:15 p.m. -  RP  
12:15 a.m.
For adults and 
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated 
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call 964-8505 to register

WellspRing faRM toUR
Join us for a tour of Wellspring 
Farm, a Community Supported 
Agriculture farm that produces 
organic produce and provides 
educational opportunities. 
Wellspring is also a retreat and 
conference center, a bed and 
breakfast and an international 
hostel. Bring a bag lunch.
Saturday, July 11
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. RP
For adults and kids 
accompanied by an adult
Adults: $7  
(Nonmembers - $10)
Children: $3 (Nonmembers 
- $5)
Registration required by July 
10, call 964-8505

pioneeRing Citizen 
sCientists:  
the peCkhaMs*
George and Elizabeth Peckham 
were world-renowned 
arachnologists living and working 
in Milwaukee over a century ago. 
Their achievements created a legacy 
of continuing value from which 
scientists and citizens still benefit.
Speaker: Joan Jass, Curator 
of Non-insect Invertebrates, 
Milwaukee Public Museum 
Tuesday, July 14
7 - 8:30 p.m. RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call 964-8505 to register

Chi-gUng
Translated as “energy work” or 
“breath work”, Chi-gung has 
been practiced for thousands of 
years as a way of enhancing health 
and mental awareness, balancing 
emotions and calming the mind. 
Join us as we investigate a sampling 
of several different breath and 
movement offerings including 
Chi-gung and T’ai Chi. All 
physical levels of fitness welcome. 
Comfortable clothes and a desire 
to experience a new you is a must!
Wednesdays,  
July 15 & August 19
5:30 - 7 p.m.
For adults RP
$10 per session 
(Nonmembers - $12 per 
session)
Call 964-8505 to register

sUMMeR Cooking*
Elizabeth Crawford brings to her 
classes 20 years of professional 
cooking experience, as well as 
a deep desire to help people 
become more confident cooks. 

July - Summer Salads. Learn 
how to create summer salads 
using organic grains, seasonal 
herbs and vegetables, artisinal 
oils and vinegars, nuts and 
seeds. Food will be prepared and 
sampled during each class. 

August - Tartes. Learn how to 
create sweet and savory tartes, 
classic and free-form, using 
organic vegetables and fruits. 
Also learn how to make a perfect 
crust with only four ingredients! 
Food will be prepared and 
sampled during each class.
Tuesdays, July 21 & August 4
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults  RP
$30  
(Nonmembers - $35)
Registration required one 
week before class, call 964-
8505

daRWin liVes in  
oUR hoMes: 
Natural Selection, Insects and 
Our Household Ecosystem*
You don’t have to go out into a 
rainforest to see natural selection 
at work – you just need to step 
into your backyard or take a 
look in your basement. Learn 
about the fascinating world 
of urban insects and how all 
of us drive their evolution. 
Speaker:  
Ted Snyder, entomologist 
Thursday, July 23
7 - 8:30 p.m.  RP
For adults and accompanied 
children
Free - donations appreciated 
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call 964-8505 to register

Book ClUB*
July: Biomimicry by 
Janine Benyus

August: The Jungle Effect 
by Daphne Miller 
Saturdays, July 25 & August 
22
10 - 11 a.m. RP
For adults
Free-donations appreciated

spRoUting theologY: 
The Growing Relationship 
Between Food and Religion*
As Jordan finished his degree 
in religious studies and went 
to work on an urban farm, he 
couldn’t help but ask himself 
how his two fascinations, religion 
and food, were related. What 
can food teach us about religion 
and what can our religious 
beliefs teach us about food? As 
it turns out, farms and churches 
have a lot to lend each other. 
Speaker: Jordan Wesley 
Stone, Program Assistant 
and Urban Farmer, Growing 
Power, Inc.  
Monday, July 27
7:30 p.m. RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call 964-8505 to register
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RP  = Riverside Park      WP = Washington Park

soCial Media satURdaYs*

Join us for this special five-week workshop opportunity 
presented by Phil Gerbyshak, a friend of the Center 

Learn how social media can help your nonprofit or business. Use 
Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook, blogs and more to get noticed, be 
remembered, attract customers and demonstrate your expertise. 
Join acclaimed social media expert, author, coach, blogger and 
VP of Information Technology Phil Gerbyshak as he demystifies 
the new web tools small and large firms everywhere are using. 
Each week will be in a hands-on workshop format. To learn more 
about these courses, head to http://philgerbyshak.com/courses.
Saturdays, June 27, July 11, 25, August 8 & 22
9 - 11 a.m.
For adults RP
$249 (Nonmembers - $299)
Call 964-8505 to register

epheMeRal pond id
Come learn about the unique 
habitats that amphibians and 
reptiles depend on for their survival. 
We will be outside collecting data 
on our two potential ephemeral 
ponds, so dress for the weather.  
Wednesday, July 29
7 - 8 p.m.
For everyone
Adults: $5   

WP
 

(Nonmembers - $7)
Children: $3 
(Nonmembers - $5)
Call 964-8505 to register

tao-Well WoRk-oUt
This 5-week series will bring you 
closer to nature and will help you 
clear your mind! Get to know 
Riverside Park and your neighbors 
as you improve your functional 
strength, flexibility, dynamic 
balance, coordination and overall 
fitness. John Burns of Tao-Well 
Center will bring you outdoors and 
indoors to help you explore your 
mind, body, spirit and Riverside 
Park. Pre-registration appreciated.
Mondays, August 3 - 
September 7 (excluding 
August 31)
5:30-6:30 p.m.
For adults and teens
$100 for the series/or $15 
per class (Nonmembers - 
$125 for series/or  
$20 per class) RP
Plus $25 fee for fitness 
apparatus (available for pick-
up on the first day of class)
Call to register, 964-8505

A d U Lt  L E A R N i N g  C O N t i N U E d

Visit and hike at 
RUshing WateRs 
fisheRY
We will visit Rushing Waters 
Fishery where you can fish or 
just enjoy looking around. Then 
we will travel to Stute Stute 
Springs and Homestead for a 
short hike. Fun for everybody! 
Please bring a bag lunch.
Saturday, August 15
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. RP
For adults and kids 
accompanied by an adult
Adults: $7  
(Nonmembers - $10)
Children: $3  
(Nonmembers - $5)
Registration required by 
August 14th, call 964-8505

sUstainaBle BUilding 
exhiBit open hoURs
Remodeling, adding on, or 
building a new home?  Visit the 
Center’s Sustainable Building 
Exhibit for ideas to beautify 
your home while honoring 
the environment.  This is a 
hands-on library of sample 
products for home construction 
and interior decorating.  
Mondays
(excluding 
August 31)
4 - 7 p.m. RP
Sundays,  
August 23 & 30
12 - 2 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call 964-8505 to register, 
walk-ins welcome

RiVeRside gaRdens 
toURs*
Come join the Center’s stewardship 
and native gardening experts to 
enjoy and learn about the gardens 
within Riverside Park. Learn 
how native plants are more hardy, 
require less water and provide 
habitat for our native birds, 
insects and mammals. Tour our 
rain gardens, sensory green roof 
garden, butterfly garden and more!  
Please dress for the weather.
Fridays, July 3, 17, August 7 
& 21
9 a.m. RP
For adults &  
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

BRanCh loop toURs
Tour the Urban Ecology Center’s 
Washington Park branch and 
future Menomonee Valley site.
Wednesday,  
July 1 & August 5
9 a.m. -  
noon
For adults 

RP
 
WP

Free - donations  
appreciated
Meet at Riverside Park 
location 

ken’s BUilding toURs*
Explore our green facility with 
Executive Director, Ken Leinbach 
(staff substitution on occasion).
Wednesdays,  
July 15 & August 19
9 - 10 a.m.
For adults & RP  
accompanied  
children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

Chat With ken*
Join our Executive Director, 
Ken Leinbach for coffee, tea 
and good conversation about 
anything environmental.  
Possible outdoor walk in the 
park. Call ahead to confirm.
Wednesdays, 
July 8, 22, 
August 12 & 26
9 - 10 a.m. RP
For adults &  
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505

toUR of Washington 
paRk BRanCh*
Join Washington Park Program 
Director Joey Zocher on a tour 
of our branch and Washington 
Park. Dress for the weather. 
Call ahead to confirm.
Wednesdays
5 - 6 p.m.
For adults & 
accompanied   

WP
 

children
Free - donations welcome
Call to register, 964-8505

Beth’s BUilding toUR*
Explore our green facility with 
Senior Director of Education 
and Strategic Planning, Beth 
Fetterley, and learn about the 
Center’s innovative building 
design and programming (tour 
leader substitution on occasion).
Thursdays
5:30 - 6:45 p.m. RP
For adults 
Free - donations welcome
Call to register, 964-8505

U R B A N  E C O LO g y  C E N t E R  t O U R s

URBan eCologY CenteR Will Be  
Closed on JUlY 4. 

aUgUst 29 - 31 oUR Washington paRk 
BRanCh Will Be Closed and oUR RiVeRside 

paRk loCation Will Close at 4 p.M.
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RP  = Riverside Park      WP = Washington Park

sUMMeR RUnning
Running is a great way to get 
outside, explore the community, 
stay in shape and to meet other 
people. Join us for leisurely 
runs along the river, the Oak 
Leaf Trail or beyond. It’s a great 
way to end the weekend!
Sundays, July 5 
& 19
4 - 5 p.m. RP
For teens and adults
Free-donations appreciated

stand togetheR 
MilWaUkee*
Collaborate with other 
organizations and individuals to 
stand together to confront gun 
violence in Milwaukee and restore 
a sense of healthy community 
through collaborative action.
Wednesdays, July 8 
& August 12
8:45 - 10:30 a.m.  

WP

For adults
Free - donations appreciated

fRiends of Real food*
Share a potluck dinner and join the 
enthusiastic, informative discussion. 

July: Victory Gardens in 
Milwaukee. Victory Gardens 
contributed to our country’s 
success through depression and 
war. Today’s are fighting for a 
different cause. Come find out why 
Victory Gardening is so important 
and how you can get involved.

August: Learn about bees! 
Larry Adams from Walnut Way is 
coming to talk to us about bees and 
apiculture in the city. This evening 
is sure to be a wonderful treat! 
Wednesdays, July 8 & 
August 12
6 - 8:30 p.m. RP
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated
Call 964-8505 to register

UeC photo ClUB*
Explore nature in an artistic 
light and develop new skills.
Thursdays, July 9 (moved due 
to holiday) & August 6
6:30 p.m.
For adults RP
Free - donations  
appreciated

URBan eCho poets*
Our purpose is to observe and 
experience nature, then to express 
these observations in poetry and 
essay. We will read and write 
and appreciate poetry with 
images from nature at its core.
Thursday, July 9 (no August 
program)
7 p.m. RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

URBan staRgazeRs*
Join us for fun, information 
and stargazing.
Thursday, July 9 (no August 
program)
7 p.m. RP
For adults
Free - donations appreciated

VegetaRian potlUCk*
Bring a plate and fork along 
with your meatless dish to share 
at our picnic style meal every 
3rd Thursday of the month. 
Thursdays, July 16 &  
August 20
6:30 - 8 p.m. RP
For adults and 
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated

paths to a 
sUstainaBle fUtURe*
We strive to increase self-
reliance to address the global 
crises of climate change and 
the decline of fossil fuels. 

July: Sweet Water Organics/
Urban Aquaculture Center. 
Sweet Water Organics/Urban 
Aquaculture Center is poised 
to be the city’s first large scale 
commercial and educational 
sustainable aquaculture center. 
Partner James Godsil will describe 
the history, process and progress 
of the project. Tour TBD.

August: Transition Milwaukee. 
The Transition Initiative is a 
framework for local communities 
to address the challenges 
and opportunities of climate 
change, peak oil and economic 
instability through building local 
resilience. Members of Transition 
Milwaukee will give an overview 
of the model, share successful 
local case studies and discuss 
ways in which to get involved.
Tuesdays, July 21 & 
August 18
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations  RP
appreciated 
(Nonmembers - $5)
Childcare available: $4 
(Nonmembers - $6)
Call 964-8505 to register

knitting CiRCle*
If you are new to knitting, or 
an experienced knitter, please 
join us for a cup of coffee, good 
conversation and knitting. 
Sundays, July 26 & 
August 16
3 - 5 p.m. RP
For everyone
Free-donations appreciated

i N t E R E s t  g R O U P s

RefleCtions – Wet and Wild*
Sunday, July 19
2 - 4 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call 964-8505 to register
Show runs through late September
Sue Haislmaier’s watercolors are inspired by looking closely at native plants, natural settings and how light plays 
on an object, giving you an intimate encounter with objects seen many times but not experienced fully.  Jan 
Montgomery’s photographs focus on the aesthetic aspect of water around the world.  While we enjoy clean, safe 
water, over one in six people in the world don’t have that same right.  She hopes you will reflect on the care we 
must exercise if this gift of clean water is to endure.  Artists will speak at 3 p.m.. Refreshments provided.

A R t  At  U E C

saVoR the taste of 
sUMMeR: toMato fest*
Learn how to jar tomato sauce, 
tomato paste and whole tomatoes 
for storage. Materials, handouts, 
instructions and recipes are 
included in this hands-on class
Thursday, August 20
6 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$25/preregistration  RP
or $35 at the door 
(Nonmembers - $30/
preregistration or $40  
at the door) 
Call 964-8505 to register

eat loCal  
Challenge faiR*
Eat Local Challenge arrives the 2nd 
week in September! The Center, 
Outpost and Slow Foods will help 
you get geared up for this Challenge 
at this fun and informative event. 
Chef and Restaurant Supported 
Agriculture founder Dave Swanson 
describes eating locally and shares 
resouces to buy and eat local food, 
watch cooking demos, exchange 
recipes and much more!
Sunday, August 23
1 - 3 p.m.
For everyone RP
Free-donations 
appreciated
Call 964-8505 to register

eaRlY MoRning 
BiRdWalks
Kick start your day with fresh 
air and bird song. Interested 
bird watchers of all ability levels 
are invited to explore bird life 
with us.  Binoculars available.
Thursdays
8 a.m.
For adults and  RP
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
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VolUnteeR oppoRtUnities
by Susan Winans, Volunteer Coordinator

Are you looking for a way to meet new 
people while learning or sharing new 
skills? Check this list for ways you or 
your group can get connected at the 
Center. For more information call, Susan 
(Riverside Park) at 964-8505, x110 or 
Scott (Washington Park) at 344-5460.

VolUnteeR oRientations
Learn about the Center’s programs 
and how to get involved.

Riverside Park
Sundays, July 5 &  
August 16
12:30 - 2 p.m. 
Thursdays, July 23 & August 27
6:30 - 8 p.m.

Washington Park
Saturdays, July 11, 
25, August 8 & 22
10 - 10:30 a.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated 

Bike RaMp ConstRUCtion

The Urban Ecology Center is 
partnering with the Milwaukee School 
of Engineering to build a bike ramp 
to be used by our school and camp 
groups. The date to begin construction 
on this ramp is Saturday, July 11th. If 
you have carpentry, construction or 
landscaping experience or if you just 
want to lend a hand and a strong back 
moving equipment and dirt, please 
contact Chris at x150 to see how you 
might be able to help on July 11 or 
any additional scheduled dates. 

CoMMUnitY aMBassadoR
Share the excitement of the Urban 
Ecology Center in the community! The 
UEC is invited to have an informational  
table at various events throughout 
the year, and especially during the 
summer months. If you enjoy talking 
with the public and are interested 
in representing the Center in the 
Milwaukee area, please contact Nikiya 
at x104. We will provide you with the 
information and training that you need!  

sUMMeR CaMp VolUnteeRs
Be a part of the summer camp 

excitement! Volunteers help with 
registration on Monday mornings 
beginning June 29th from 8:30 -  
10 a.m., share unique skills and 
talents with groups of campers during 
the week or assist with scheduled 
activities such as canoeing and 
fishing. For more information or to 
volunteer, contact Sarah at x125.  

plant MonitoRing
Come to Washington Park and learn 
about native and invasive plants in the 
park. This monitoring program will 
help us keep track of the progress we are 
making with our land steward efforts.

Washington Park
Thursdays, July 2, 16, 30, August 6 & 20
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated

BURdoCk BRigade
Have a direct impact on our 
natural world by helping increase 
the biodiversity within our parks. 
The Burdock Brigade engages in 
hands on restoration activities: 
removing exotic invasive plant 
species and planting native species 
in order to help increase the habitat 
of many of our native animals

Riverside Park
Saturdays, July 18, August 1 & 15 
9 - 10:30 a.m.
Tuesdays
9 - 11 a.m.

Washington Park
Saturdays, (excluding August 29)
12:30 - 2 p.m.
Thursdays
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated 

VolUnteeR teaCheR 
oRientation
Canoe, study birds, bike the Oak Leaf 
Trail and catch bugs with students 
this school year! Find out how our 
volunteer teachers do this and more 

on field trips with neighborhood 
school groups. Volunteer teachers 
must be available on weekdays.

Riverside Park
Tuesday, August 25
9 a.m. - noon
For adults
Call to register, 964-8505

Clean Up YoUR paRk
Do you enjoy clean parks? We do 
too, but they don’t clean up after 
themselves. Help us beautify our park 
and feel good doing it. Good exercise 
and having fun outdoors included.

Washington Park
Fridays
4:30 - 6 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated

WoW!
Do you enjoy gardening, landscaping, 
native plants or just being outside? 
Then come to WOW, Work 
Outside Wednesdays. Get to know 
perennials, grasses, shrubs and trees 
indigenous to southeast Wisconsin 
while helping us to maintain and 
establish native plantings and care 
for our small native plant nursery.

Washington Park
Wednesdays
9 a.m. - noon and 
1 - 5 p.m.
For everyone

paRk RangeRs
Our Park Rangers are ambassadors 
of ecology. The dedication of these 
volunteers is made visible in the 
cleanliness, safety and accessibility 
of our parks. This is a job for those 
who love the outdoors and the 
occasion to chat with and even 
educate visitors to the park.  

Riverside Park
Saturdays, 
July 11, 25, August 8, 22 &29
9 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.

Washington Park
Saturdays (excluding August 29)
9 a.m. - noon
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated 
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2009 teen adVentURe Challenge a sUCCess!

Summit SPonSoRS

BaSe CamP SPonSoRS

speCial thanks to oUR 2009 teen adVentURe Challenge sponsoRs!

How was this year’s Teen 
Adventure Challenge? Read the 
testimonials below and find out!

WOW! What a great adventure. We all 
went home on our bus Sat. completely 
exhausted and glowing with a sense 
of accomplishment. The kids and the 
adults all had a great time.  Everything 
seemed well planned and organized. 
Today at school you can still hear 
the kids buzzing about their race....
telling stories from the rock wall and 
canoeing. What a blast! Thank you 
and all the volunteers for all your hard 
work. You guys make great things 
happen over there. We will certainly 
be back. - Mrs. Kelly Aubin Belot, Art 
Educator, Hamilton School District 

Above: First place team - United Community 
Center photo credit: Russell Richard. Below: Ca-
noeing leg of race. photo credit: Barbara Miner

title sponsoR

I wanted to thank you for the work 
you did getting the boys at AMAD’s 
involved in the Youth Adventure 
Challenge. It was great to see the 
boys in an atmosphere like that and 
even though they complained a little 
I know they enjoyed themselves. 
Even more importantly, I think they 
learned something about their ability 
to do things they didn’t even know 
they could do. Most of the boys we see 
at our facility would never dream of 
getting in a canoe and see no reason to 
ever try things like that. I really really 
appreciate you working with me to 
get them there and I just wanted to 
let you know that it is sure to have a 
lasting effect on them. - Thanks again, 
Lanore Hahn AMAD’s Place - Educational 
Liasion My Home Your Home Inc.
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t h A N k  y O U  F R O M  t h E  C E N t E R

FoundationS / 
CoRPoRationS

Florsheim/Yeager 
Foundation

Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation

    - Cleaver Fund
    - Enroth Family Fund
Outpost Natural 
Foods Cooperative

Sandstone Foundation
VISIT Milwaukee

GiFtS in  
honoR oF…

Beth Fetterely  
-Fred Heller 

Helaine Johnson 
-Theresa Lins  

The Urban Ecology Center receives a majority of its support from local foundations, corporations and individuals. This section of our newsletter 
is reserved to thank you and the many supporters of the Center.  The names listed are those that made a contribution to the urban 
Ecology Center in the two months since our previous newsletter. 

We thank those of you who have begun a new membership, renewed your membership or given a gift membership.  Since our membership 
has grown to 2,600 households we no longer can list all of our new and renewing members here. When space is available we will print the list 
of in kind donations. Rest assured we appreciate every donation and membership and are working hard to make your investment in the Center 
produce results 7 days a week, 357 days of the year!  Call Ginger at the Center if your name has not appeared as you expected. 

-Steven Smith

GiFtS in  
memoRy oF…

Kyle Schmid 
-Sue Crolick 

Madison Kiefer  
-Chris, Anna, & 
Bob Bukowski 

Thomas White  
-Kathryn Behling & 
Christopher Hansen 

donoRS 
Mary Allegre & 
David McMullen

David Anderson & Laura 
Petrie Anderson

Judith Banzhaf

Kathy Bates
Clair & Mary Baum
Lisa Becker
Amy & Keith Bender
Jonathan Blick & Barbara 
Connolly-Blick

Lois Blinkhorn
Edward & Amy 
Blumenthal

Tom Branigan
Tim, Amy & Rob Cary
Eileen Ciezki
Eddee Daniel & 
Lynn Kapitan

John & Karen deHartog
Francis & Jacqueline 
Dettloff

Fintan Dooley
David & Roberta 
Drews & Family

Jim Edgar & Karen Jost
Joel Fechter
David Fenner
John Florsheim & 
Linda Yeager

Reuben Fortier
Erin Fuller
Laura Gembolis
Lori Gendelman
Katie Gingrass
Mary Gissal
Robert Gramann
Dennis Grzezinski 
& Jane Porath

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond 
Helminiak

Suzy & Jim Holstein
Ruth & Richard Joachim
Jeffrey Jordan & 
Maria Costello

Elana Kahn-Oren 
& Ronen Oren

Les & Wilanna Kalkhof
Fritz & Myrtle Kastner
Joe Kelley
Helen Kittsley
Randall Klumb 
& Sarah Ford

Judy Knight & Al Rank
John & Susan Krezoski

Thomas & Mara 
Kuhlmann

Ely Leichtling & 
Sally Merrill

Earl Lemon & 
Jean Gurney

David & Beth Lindsey
Theresa & Dennis Lowder
Chris Lucas & 
Brian Grondin

Alicia & Patrick Manning
Jodi Mansbach
Karol Marciano
Rose Mary & Francis 
W. Matusinec

David McIntosh
Amy & Thomas 
McWilliam

Rosina & Andy Norton
Pat & Linda O’Hara
Meg & Rock Pledl
Elizabeth Price & 
Gerald Weber

Brian & Laurie Putnam
Nancy Riebe and Girl 
Scout Troop 1323

Herb & Melinda Runnoe
Lorette Russenberger
Patricia Schoenecker & 
Doublas Shoemaker

Patrick & Betty Schroeder
Steve Schuknecht
Neal Styka
Pat Suminski
Susan Teerink
Suzanne & William 
Treichel

Mary Beth Whalen
TeamWorks/Judy 
Widlowski

Janet Wilgus
Laurie & Derril Wright

in Kind donoRS 

TEEN ADVENTURE 
CHALLENGE

91.7 WMSE
Beans and Barley
Cory the Bike Fixer 
Discovery World

a speCial thank YoU to  
oUR sUMMeR solstiCe soiRee and 

aUCtion sponsoRs
This issue is going to press just before our  annual 
Summer Solstice Soiree and Auction on June 20th. 

The Soiree is an evening of fun with a purpose, raising 
support that will enable us to fulfil our mission 
to connect our community to nature. Below is a 
sneak peak of the generous Soiree sposors. Check 
back here next issue for the complete list of all the 

supporters that helped us celebrate this year!

foRest CoUntY potaWatoMi 
foUndation  

Heartland Advisors

Tim and Mary Bowers 

Whyte, Hirshbeck, Dudek

Harley-Davidson Motor Company

Foley & Lardner

Gonzalez Saggio & Harlan

Godfrey & Kahn

Johnson Diversy

Reinhart, Boerner and Vanduren

MillerCoors

Carl Trimble

Robert W. Baird

Dennis Grzezinski
GFWC – Shorewood 
Woman’s Club

Harley Davidson
HGA Architects 
and Engineers

Vicky Johnson
Toppers Pizza
UW Milwaukee 
-Bookstore 
-Dean Students Office 
-Multicultural 
Department 
-Southeast Asian 
Student Office

RIVERSIDE PARK 
IN KIND

Shirley & Bob Anthony
Alterra Coffee Roasters
Chris Beimborn
Janie Besharse
Nancy Davlantes
Chris Drake
Todd Dunsirn
Roberta Forman
Margee Foulke-Evans
Emmely Gideon
Susan Klumb
Lenore Lee
Paul & Jane Mandel
Barbara Manger
Jim Mauer
Marie McCaun
Peg Noonan
Omanhene Cocoa 
Bean Company

Joel Ottenstein
Proven Direct 
Jenny Schmitt
Kopp’s Frozen Custard
Marie Squire
Starbucks
Karen Szews
Jill & Luke Wellskopf
Donna Whittle
Maria Zanoni

WASHINGTON 
PARK IN KIND

Jeff Anderson



MEMBERshiP Name ________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City ________________________________________ 

State/Zip _________________________

Phone ________________________________________

Email ______________________________________

My neighborhood park is   
  Riverside     Washington     I love them all!

 I would like to volunteer.  Please contact me.

Charge my membership to:    Master Card   Visa 

Card Number _______ - ________ - _______ - _______ 

Expiration Date  _______/_______ 

Signature  _______________________  Date  _________

Please make your check payable to:  
urban ecology Center and return it 
with this form to:

Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211 
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

renew or begin your membership, choose one:

 Individual ($25) includes guest    Family ($35)    Student ($12)

Financial assistance is available.  Please call Ginger Duiven, Development 
Manager at x106 or gduiven@urbanecologycenter.org. for details.

give a gift membership:

 Individual ($25) includes guest    Family ($35)   Student ($12)

Recipient name _______________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________
Day Phone ___________________  Eve. ___________________
Email ________________________________________________
Send the announcement card to  
 Me   Gift recipient  Card picked up
Occasion __________________  Deliver by __________

Please accept my gift to support:
	 A community program ($50)
	 One half day for a school class ($125)
	 One full day for a school class ($250)
	 A Citizen Science project ($500)	
	 Improved Riverside Park trails ($1,000)
	 A school for one year ($5,000)
	 Other $____________

total enclosed _____________________

dONAtiON (iN AdditiON tO MEMBERshiP)

JOiN OUR COMMUNity tOdAy!
Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage
PAID

Milwaukee, WI. 
Permit

No. 5190 Riverside Park
1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, WI  53211

high sChool oUtdooR leadeR 
tales fRoM the tetons
tueSday, auGuSt 18, 6 - 9 P.m.


