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SO THERE ARE BATS IN RIVERSIDE PARK...BUT WHAT DO THEY DO?
by Tim Vargo, Research Coordinator

We know there are bats in Riverside
Park. Hike a trail at dusk and you may
see a Big Brown Bat fly overhead or even
hear a few chirps if a bat is closing in
on its prey. Because of their nocturnal
aerial habits, bats make very difficult
study subjects. But recent technological
advances are allowing us more detailed
glimpses into the habits and distribution
of Wisconsin’s bats, including those in
Riverside Park.
You may have noticed a strange-looking
structure with a solar panel standing
above the prairie plants in the South Oak
Grove. I’ve had many curious dogwalkers ask me why it’s there. Strangely,
no one recognized it for what it is: a
long-term remote bat monitoring station.
Chances are the average park user is not a
chiropterist* (bat scientist) by profession,

but even bat scientists may not recognize
this contraption because it represents
cutting edge technology in bat research.

What is this?
It’s a remote bat monitoring station, of course.

How does it work? During the day, solar
panels charge up a digital sound recorder
that is tuned to record ultrasound in the
20-110kHz range, most commonly used
by bats but beyond the range of human
hearing. By night it simply listens for
and records bat sounds. Every two weeks
we change a disk, upload the data and
voila! Because each species of bat leaves
a unique “fingerprint” in the form of
a sound frequency pattern, we can tell
which species have been flying around
the prairie on any given night, at any
given time. Analyzing the sonograms
can also tell us if a bat is hunting
through echolocation or whether it has
found prey and is closing in.
Continued on page 3
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“IT MAKES YOUR LIFE MORE BETTER
WHEN YOU’RE HELPFUL –
IF NOT, YOU’RE LIKE A BUMP”

by Joey Zocher, Washington Park Program Manager

by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

It’s three o’clock on
a steamy Thursday
afternoon as a gaggle of
exhausted high school
students gather in the
Urban Ecology Center
at Washington Park to
debrief.
“Well, today two of your
questions from day one
were answered. Yes,
canoes can tip and yes,
you may fall in!” said their crew leader, Deb. Deb was one of the
two victims of the lagoon and her statement opens a discussion
of canoe mechanics, the value of experience—and of course,
teasing. After four days of paddling wood chips to the lagoon’s
island to create a trail and sitting area for UEC students, it seems
Continued on page 5

As an eight year old boy I made that statement, preserved
through time by my mother. Thirty-six years later, while I find
my grammar a bit improved, the idea is still with me. What
I didn’t realize, however, is just how profound the simple act
of helping others can be. It turns out that “being helpful” to
another does much more for the one doing the helping than you
might imagine. Research is showing that helping others actually
improves one’s own health, happiness and longevity. Service
really is its own reward!
According to Dr. Stephen Post of Case Western Reserve
University, “Giving is the most potent force on the planet … and
will protect you your whole life.” Post, co-author of “Why Good
Things Happen to Good People” is one of a growing number of
researchers who are for the first time compiling empirical data on
the effects of giving. His work shows that:
Continued on page 10
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River Reflections is created and distributed
through a team effort by the following people:
Carijean Buhk, Ginger Duiven, Judy Krause,
Pat Mueller, Shirley Spelt and a volunteer
mailing crew.
Contributing writers: Andrea Brouer, Jamie
Ferschinger, Beth Fetterley, Matt Flower, Ken
Leinbach, Art Paque, Bill Rumpf, Tim Vargo,
and Susan Winans and Joey Zocher.
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River Reflections is a publication of the Urban
Ecology Center. The Urban Ecology
Center is a 501(c)3 tax exempt nonprofit
organization. Its facility and programming
are made possible through the generous
annual contributions of 82 foundations and
corporations, over 2100 member and donor
families and many in-kind donors.
No tax dollars are used to operate the
Urban Ecology Center.
To make a contribution, please see
page 12 for the easy to use form or
call Ginger Duiven at x106.
The Urban Ecology Center educates and
inspires people to understand and value
nature as motivation for positive change,
neighborhood by neighborhood.

S

Our environmental community centers:
· Provide outdoor science
education for urban youth.
· Protect and use public natural
areas, making them safe,
accessible and vibrant.

S

· Preserve and enhance these natural
areas and their surrounding waters.
· Promote community by offering resources
that support learning, recreation,
stewardship and camaraderie.

S

Urban Ecology Center
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
(414) 964-8505
Fax: (414) 964-1084
uec@urbanecologycenter.org
Hours of operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Washington Park, 1859 N. 40th Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208
(414) 344-5460
Fax: (414) 344-5462
jzocher@urbanecologycenter.org
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org
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WISH LIST
If you have a donation for the Center,
please call Judy Krause, x102.

• A house
• Apple cider press
• Basking light bulbs
and infrared light bulbs
• Claw hammers
• Compact, energy-efficient freezer
• Crayons and markers
• Electric golf cart
• Garden hoe
• Gently used sweatpants
• Animal heat rocks and heat pads
• Ice cream buckets with lids
• Kayaks
• Old towels for rags, any size
• Portable CD Player (Boombox)
• Portable outdoor sound system
• Portable shade canopy
• Rain ponchos/jackets for little kids
(kindergarten - 3rd grade)
• Sleds
• Small, foaming pump dispensers
• Step stools - one, two, three steps

A big thank you to Mario
Costantini and his company, La
Lune Collection, for donating space
to park our new mini-buses while
we transition from vans to buses.
Mario’s company has also designed
and constructed exterior signs for our
Washington Park facility.
You can play an important role in
sustaining the Center right where
you work. Make a donation to us
through the convenience of payroll
deduction through Community Shares
of Greater Milwaukee. If you work in a
public sector office, you will find UEC
listed under the “Community Shares”
heading in your fall pledge brochure.
If you work in a private industry
or business, tell your HR staff or
employee-giving campaign leader
to provide you with a Community
Shares Pledge Form. Please call (414)
342-0883 if you need forms.
Whole Foods Market names the
Center a 5% Day recipent. On
October 3 Whole Foods Market on
Prospect will donate 5% of the day’s
net sales to the Center. Support the
Center by shopping at Whole Foods
on October 3.

For Washington Park
If you have a donation for Washington Park,
please call Joey Zocher, (414) 344-5460.

• An Energy Star dehumidifier
• Binoculars
• Butterfly nets
• Canoes & paddles
• Clipboards
• Coat rack or hooks
• Crayons and markers
• Field guides (esp. trees, birds,
insects, flowers)
• Fishing nets
• GPS device
• Hand lenses/magnifying glasses
• Kites
• Lined paper/notebooks
• Microscopes
• Musical instruments (acoustic drums, guitars, mandolin, ukulele)
• Pens/pencils
• Plastic storage bins with lids
• Sleds
• Snowshoes
• Stopwatches

AIA Wisconsin, The American
Institute of Architects has chosen
the Urban Ecology Center as one of
11 statewide projects to receive a
2007 Design Award for excellence in
architectural design.
Milwaukee’s Central Park Photo
Contest. The river corridor between
North Avenue and Silver Spring
Drive is the focus of an effort to create
“Milwaukee’s Central Park.” UEC’s
Photography Club is sponsoring a
contest to draw attention to the area.
The contest is open to all ages and
has three entry categories: Human
Interest, Nature (Landscapes and
Wildlife) and Abstract. A traveling
exhibit of winning photos will be
created. A complete set of rules and
an entry form can be found at
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org.
Vans for Sale. We are replacing our
15-passenger vans with mini-buses
for the upcoming school year. If
you know any person, business or

organization interested in buying
gently used vans, please contact Judy
Krause at x102 or jkrause@urbanecologycenter.org.

S

Congratulations to the UEC/Lake
Park birders for winning first prize
in the Avian Odyssey, a fundraiser
for the Wisconsin Humane Society’s
Wildlife Rehabilitation Hospital. We
saw 127 species, the largest singlecounty list, and raised $170.
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UEC LAUNCHES THE ECO-HOMES SERIES
by Beth Fetterley, Director of Education

Earlier this year, we announced the
arrival of our Library of Sustainability,
a resource for homeowners looking to
design, build or remodel in a healthy and
environmentally responsible way. We
now announce its counterpart: a series
of lectures and workshops to connect
you to the experts to help you make
environmentally healthy, economical
and ecologically friendly decisions in the
design of your homes.
Starting this September, we will offer one
or two seminars each month as part of the
“Eco-Homes: Design-Build-Remodel”
series. The series is designed to help
people who are building, remodeling and
buying to learn eco-friendly alternatives.
Learn how to do-it yourself and/or how to
get it done by professionals. Subjects will
include weatherization, eco-friendly wall
finishes, site considerations, energy, water
systems, rain gardens, kitchens, nurseries,

bathrooms, natural landscaping, ecoapartments and much more. Please see page
8 for the September/October programs.
At the core of this amazing series is a
team of dedicated professionals who have
worked together to plan and will lead
many of the seminars: Lyn Falk, President
of Solterra Studios, Juli Kaufmann,
President of Pragmatic Construction,
Andy Pace, Owner of Safe Building
Solutions, Kathleen Wills who has 20
years of experience in design consultation
for commercial and residential developers,
Nan Marshall who investigated the
importance of the built environment
in creating an aesthetic that fosters
mental health, Jamie Ferschinger, UEC
Community Program Coordinator and
intern at Pragmatic Construction and I
served on the design team for the Center’s
building. Hope to see you there!

SAYING GOODBYE AND HELLO STAFF CHANGES AT UEC
As we head into a new school year, we
have many changes to announce.
RIVERSIDE PARK:
Nikiya Harris joined the Center part
time in May as Development Asssistant.
As of September Nikiya will be bringing
her talents to the Center full time. Nikiya
completed her Master of Science degree
in Administrative Leadership in June at
UWM. In addition, Nikiya brings her
considerable experience in the non-profit
field to her position. We are delighted to
have Nikiya on our team full time.
Dan Gray, Urban Adventures
Coordinator at the Center for the past five
years, is defining a new path in his career
and will be leaving us on September 1.
While he has promised to bless us with
his presence as a volunteer, we will miss
him. Best wishes, Dan!
Chad Thomack, Environmental Educator
for the past three years, is now moving
into the Urban Adventure Coordinator
role at the Center. He looks forward to
sharing his passion for outdoor play with
you. Congratulations, Chad!

Dan Graves joins the Riverside Park
environmental educators this year. No, we
didn’t pick him because we are in denial
about Dan Gray’s departure. Dan GraVES
has been a friend of the Center for the
past four years. After achieving a degree
in forestry, bilingually talented Dan went
on to teach Spanish for four years. We
welcome Dan Graves to our staff.
WASHINGTON PARK:
Tory Bahe joins the Center staff at
Washington Park. If Tory’s name looks
familiar - you are right! Tory taught
for two years here through the Lutheran
Volunteer Corps. Then she taught at
Neighborhood House for a year. We are
excited to bring her back to support our
efforts in Washington Park.
Emily Michi brings five years of
environmental education experience to
the Center at Washington Park. After
achieving her biology degree, Emily
taught at Nature’s Classroom in New
Hampshire, New Canaan Nature Center
in Connecticut and Lorado Taft Field
Campus in Illinois. We extend a warm
welcome to Emily.

VOLUNTEER CORNER
by Susan Winans, Volunteer Coordinator
Unless otherwise noted, please contact Susan
at x110 or swinans@urbanecologycenter.org
to sign up for the following opportunities

Save the date! The Center’s
annual Volunteer Appreciation dinner
will be held on November 14 from
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Look for more
information in the next newsletter.
Help our community celebrate
fall! Volunteer for the annual Fall
Festival on September 29th. Positions
include face painting, selling food,
leading children’s activities and
crafts, set-up and clean-up.
Bike! Canoe! Assist with Urban
Adventures programs this fall.
Biking/canoeing experience required.
Canoe volunteers must be able to
lift canoes with the help of another
person. Contact Chad Thomack
x115 if you are interested.
Receptionists: Share the
excitement of the UEC by greeting
visitors and answering our phone.
This is perfect for people who enjoy
a busy environment interacting with
many people. Volunteers fill this
crucial role at the Center weekdays,
evenings and weekends. Please
contact Kimberly Fein x150 for
current openings at the desk.
Park Rangers: Keep Riverside Park
beautiful, safe and kid and animalfriendly. Walk the grounds once a
week with a friend or individually
to pick up trash, clean graffiti and
collect data on park usage. Contact
Kimberly Fein, x150 to sign up for a
weekday, evening, or weekend shift.
Volunteer Teacher: Share your
love of nature with school-age
children, assist our environmental
educators leading science-based
field trips one morning, afternoon,
or day a week. Contact Sarah Rohe
x125 for more information.
Morning Kitchen Helpers: Start
your morning at the Center with two
hours of light kitchen tasks. Prepare
the donated bakery snacks for our
visiting students, wash the hot cocoa
mugs and help us keep our kitchen
organized. Sign up for a weekday
by calling Kimberly Fein x 150.
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JAMMIN’ AT SUMMER CAMP
by Matt Flower, Environmental Educator

Ahhh, summer—
what a great time
to be a child!
Since the last
week in June, the
Center has been
hosting children
for summer camp.
I’ve been lucky
enough to co-lead
four sessions of EcoTots, a half day camp
for kids who are 4 and 5 years old. Each
camper has tons of fun exploring the
forest, playing games, singing songs and
eating fun foods like acorns (grapes with
the tops dipped in melted peanut butter
chips), oak trees (broccoli florets standing
in ranch dressing) and bird nests (Rice
Krispie treats shaped by the kids into a
nest shape with M&Ms for “eggs”).
Our final day we have a special treat
and revisit our favorite activities, games
and songs. This year’s special treat was
Strawberry Camper Jam. Thanks to a
generous donation from the new Whole

Foods Market, our campers could make
their own strawberry jam.
Everyone got a chance to help crush the
berries while singing the first verse to
our Camper Jam Song: “Crush, crush,
crush the fruit - Crush it nice and small
- Pass the masher to your friend - With
campers it’s fun for all!” After adding
sugar and dissolved pectin (see recipe at
right for exact instructions) we stirred the
jam while singing the second verse to our
Camper Jam Song: “Stir, stir, stir the jam
– Stir it slow or fast - Pass the spoon to
your friend - Until it’s done at last!”
We filled up several half pint jars and
let them sit to set up. By the time we
returned from the Riverside Habitat
Playground our Strawberry Camper Jam
was ready to enjoy. We made PB & J on
GC – that’s peanut butter and jelly on
graham crackers. It was a huge hit with
our campers as they excitedly served their
parents, grandparents and/or siblings!

STRAWBERRY CAMPER JAM
2 Cups Crushed Strawberries
4 Cups Sugar
1 Package Powdered Pectin
3⁄4 Cup Water
Combine strawberries and sugar. Let
stand about 20 minutes, stirring
occasionally. Combine pectin and water
in a small saucepan. Bring to a boil and
boil for 1 minute, stirring constantly.
Add pectin to fruit mixture. Stir for
3 minutes. Ladle jam into freezer
containers and leave 1⁄4 inch headspace.
Let stand at room temperature until
set – up to 24 hours. Makes about 6 1⁄2
pints. Use within two weeks or freeze.

THE EAT LOCAL CHALLENGE
by Jamie Ferschinger, Community Program Coordinator

The Center’s Friends of Real Foods group
is hosting an Eat Local Challenge during
the second week in September. Everybody
is invited to participate as we try to eat
locally produced foods for a week and
reflect on our eating habits.

know what chemicals and preservatives
are in my food, if my food is genetically
modified, what farming practices were
used, what distance it has traveled and
what environmental implications are
involved with growing my food.

As a child my family kept a garden. The
vegetables supplemented our nightly
dinners. Aside from the vegetables from
our garden, I didn’t often think about
where or how my food was produced. Yet
our globalized world made it possible for
rice from across the world to accompany
the green beans from our backyard on my
dinner plate.

Eating foods produced locally is one way
to be a more informed and conscientious
consumer. Local foods don’t travel long
distances to your dinner table, so they
taste better and require less fuel to get
there. Your money stays within the local
community, strengthening the economy.
You can also eat with the seasons.

As an adult, I care about what I put into
my body, where it comes from and how it
is produced. However, the specifics about
how and where my food is produced are
often times hard to trace. I don’t always

How do you participate in the challenge?
Each person will define and regulate their
own challenge. To let us know about your
plans, simply fill out and send in the form
found on the UEC website. There are no
winners or losers. This is an opportunity

to take a closer look at the food we eat and
where it comes from.
Join us at the Friends of Real Foods
meeting on September 12th to expand your
awareness of local food sources, meet some
people who produce it and learn more
about our local food system. Information
and resources about local foods and
the challenge are available on the UEC
website as well.
The challenge is not about denying you
the delight of each savory sip of coffee
or tasty bite of mango. The goal is to
highlight the bounty of foods available
locally and how we can enjoy them all
year long.
Take the challenge with me this
September. You’ll learn, possibly try new
foods and have fun!
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FALLEN OAK
POSES DILEMMA

LEARNING FROM EXPERIENCE
continued from page 1

miraculous that there weren’t more spills
by these novice rowers. Yet even more
miraculous is the work ethic and pride
of this group of Student Conservation
Association (SCA) workers.
For three weeks this summer, a crew of
eleven Milwaukee high school students
and their two leaders helped the Center
in Washington Park prepare for its debut.
The SCA is a nationwide conservation
force of college and high school students
currently celebrating its 50th anniversary.
From Anchorage to Key Largo, thousands
of SCA members serve each year as
rangers, researchers and educators,
providing students with extraordinary
internships and generating tremendous
benefits for parks, forests and refuges. The
students working at Washington Park are
part of a program sponsored by Johnson
Controls and the Private Industry Council.
This job training introduces students to
the field of conservation.
Led by Gina and Deb, our SCA crew has
been remarkably flexible and willing to

do whatever was needed to help get the
Center up and running. If you had have
toured the facility last Wednesday you
would have seen: Jajari and Kendrick
measuring, cutting and assembling six
wooden Leopold benches for the island;
Sonya, Brittni and Angellica knocking
holes in dry-wall and painting nature
murals on the walls and furniture;
Brandon, Jeremy and Victoria clearing
non-native species from the flowerbeds
and Andrew, Chengleng and Raúl
building a canoe landing. Indeed, there is
a lot happening here at Washington Park,
and we owe many thanks to our SCA crew.
Now it is time you added to your
experiences. As we approach the start up
of the school year we are looking for any
interested volunteers to help maintain
the garden plots, keep an eye on the park
by being Park Rangers, or help volunteer
teach with our new staff. Contact me at
(414) 344-5460 if you are interested in
any of these positions.

GARDENS, GARDENS, EVERYWHERE
IN RIVERSIDE PARK
by Andrea Brouer, Intern

Butterfly gardens, three rain gardens,
a roof top sensory garden, four
demonstration gardens, a pond garden
and community garden plots, in addition
to the native landscaping in front of
the Center, are all under the care of
our gardener Joel Springsteen and his
vast team of volunteers. This season
the gardens each reached new heights
of beauty and exuberance thanks to a
generous grant from the Green Tree
Garden Club.
If you’ve walked or ridden down the Oak
Leaf Trail past the Center this summer,
chances are you’ve noticed the four
gardens at the base of our rock climbing
wall. The four gardens, planned and
planted by members of the Green Tree
Garden Club, demonstrate different types
of gardens you can apply to your spaces

at home. Our community gardeners and
visitors use these gardens as inspiration
and our teachers use them to teach our
summer campers and school students
about where their food comes from,
what wild flowers are native to their
neighborhood, the many kinds of grasses
in a prairie and the incredible variety of
aromas that the come from herbs.
The Urban Ecology Center thanks the
Green Tree Garden Club members for
their hard work in raising the funds they
donated to make this all possible. We also
thank those members who had a hand in
planning and planting the demonstration
gardens. Without the efforts from the
group, the gardens surely would not have
flourished this summer.
If you haven’t seen these gardens, stop by
the Center and take a look!

by Bill Rumpf, UEC Board of Directors

An oak tree has
fallen in Riverside
Park. Again. In
the last few years
several 100-yearold oak trees have
succumbed to old
age or disease and
fallen.
But this tree
fell across a
developing prairie
at the edge of the
South Oak Grove. You may have seen
it lying among the prairie grasses and
flowers planted less than a year ago.
It didn’t fall into the new bat monitoring
pole. It didn’t fall across a path or into a
bench. If it had, we would have known
what to do. The offending branches and
trunk would have been removed.
But because it fell over a prairie, which
the Center has been cultivating for over
three years, there is a problem. Should
the tree be moved because it is getting
in the way of the new prairie? Or should
it be left alone to allow nature to take its
normal course with dead things?
The Center maintains and monitors
Riverside Park as a natural area for our
enjoyment and for educational and
scientific study. For the most part,
everything in the park is allowed to live,
grow and die in a natural way. We do
remove invasive species, like Burdock and
Garlic Mustard. And in special situations,
such as a tree across a path, we remove
the fallen tree. We also are reintroducing
varieties of plant life that would normally
be found in this part of Wisconsin.
Many issues come into play with the
recently fallen oak. Because the situation
juxtaposes two values the Center espouses,
it presents lots of food for thought and
debate. Because of this, we invite you, the
reader, to respond to the question, “What
should the Center do with this tree?”
Take a walk in the park to see the fallen
oak and the prairie. Write your thoughts
and e-mail them to Kim Forbeck at
kforbeck@urbanecologycenter.org or
bring them to the Center. We’ll report
back on your ideas and the plan for the
fallen oak.
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SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS
Unless otherwise indicated, participants meet at the Urban Ecology Center, 1500 E. Park Place. Scholarships are available for all fee-based programs. For
general information call (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org Programs marked with an * are not accessible for persons with physical
disabilities. All others have limited accessibility. Call if you have accessibility concerns.

SPECIAL EVENTS

FALL FESTIVAL
Saturday, September 29
For everyone

Noon - 4 p.m.
Free

Free apple slices covered in caramel
from Blue Heron Wildlife Sanctuary
Climb our tower wall
Entertainment:
Julie Kane and Tom Plutshack, Fox and Branch

Demonstrations by the Milwaukee Fire Department’s
Heavy Urban Rescue Team (HURT)

Firefighters trained in specialized high hazard rescue

Hands-on science experiments for kids:
Glue to Glob, Crushing the Can, Empty the Bottle

Free apple cider from Whole Foods Market
Wonder Whirlers with Bob McSweeney
YogaKids
Build your own baked potato bar
Kids writing contest

HIGH SCHOOL EXPLORERS
URBAN CYCLING
Thursday, September 27
4:30 - 6:30 pm
For high school aged students
$9 (Members - $6)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Join other teens on a guided exploration of the Oak Leaf Trail. UEC provides
the bicycles. Bring a bag dinner.

URBAN PLAYGROUND
On Downer Avenue
Friday, September 7
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday, September 8
8 a.m. - midnight
For schedule and details go to http://www.urbanplayground.info
For everyone
Celebrate with local businesses and families at the 2007 Urban Playground
street fair and festival on Downer Avenue. The Center will offer family friendly
activities to accompany food, music, cycling, soccer and plenty of shopping. A
portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Center. See you there!
PETER MULVEY “LOOK MA, NO GASOLINE”
CONCERT TOUR
Friday, September 21 and Saturday, September 22
For adults
$1 of each ticket will go to support the Center
There are two ways to join this tour Bike with us to Cedarburg and see a concert! (fee: $40)
Riders depart Center at 4 p.m. on Friday then enjoy Peter’s concert in
Cedarburg at 8 p.m. Depart Cedarburg Saturday morning to return
to the Center. Call the Center to register and for information about
accommodation options in Cedarburg (additional fee).
Concert at the Mirmar Theatre in Milwaukee (fee: $10)
Saturday, September 22 at 8 p.m. Call 414-967-0302 for tickets.
Peter Mulvey, Milwaukee native singer-songwriter, will be parking his car
in his Washington Park neighborhood and biking to work for the month of
September. Join us for a group ride to Cedarburg to see him perform or join us
to see Peter here in Milwaukee the next evening.
ART SHOW OPENING: ELM CREATIVE ARTS SCHOOL &
ARTISTS WORKING IN EDUCATION
Sunday, October 7
Exhibit open though December
2 - 4 p.m.
For all ages
Our final art show of 2007 will highlight students from one of our partnering
schools, Elm Creative Arts School, as well as children who have worked with
Artists Working in Education. See how nature inspires these budding artists and
be inspired by their creativity!

YOGA TEENS
Sundays, October 7 - November 11
3 - 4:30 p.m.
For ages 12-16
$75 (Members - $68)
Call to register, 964-8505.
It’s not your mother’s yoga class! Start your week focused, centered and
relaxed. Experience the traditional benefits of yoga (increased strength,
stamina, flexibility, concentration and relaxation) in a fun, dynamic class.
Flow from posture to posture to music that inspires, energizes and calms
body, mind and spirit. Bring a mat or beach towel and wear loose or stretchy
clothing.

BEGIN WITH ONE STEP: A DRAMATIC
STORY OF ARCTIC EXPLORATION
Speaker: Eric Larsen, Explorer
Tuesday, October 9
7 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Members - Free, donations appreciated)
Call to register, 964-8505.
On July 1, 2006 Lonnie Dupree and Eric Larsen made history by becoming the
first ever expedition to reach the North Pole in summer. The team pulled and
paddled specially modified canoes over 600 miles of shifting sea ice and open
leads of the Arctic Ocean. Hear this dramatic story of encounters with polar
bears and much more. A special emphasis is placed on the expedition’s efforts to
bring attention to global warming and the plight of the polar bear.

TEENS-ONLY NIGHT CLIMB
Tuesday, October 16
5:45 - 7 p.m.
For high school aged students
$3 per climb
Call to register, 964-8505.
Meet the challenge! UEC is keeping the climbing wall open late for high
school students interested in night climbing. Come at 5:45 to get into your
gear. Climbing instruction and gear provided.

ANNUAL HALLOWEEN COSTUME CANOE TRIP
Friday, October 26
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
For adults and accompanied children ages 12+
Adults: $25 (Members - $20) Children: $20 (Members - $15)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Show off your halloween costume! Take a canoe ride to downtown where we
will have lunch in our canoes and show off our costumes to passersby. It’s sure to
be a thrilling experience. Bring a bag lunch. Note: kids are out of school!
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FA M I LY P R O G R A M S
ANIMAL FEEDING TIME
Saturdays
1 - 2 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Do you know what a snake has
for lunch? Help feed the Center’s
resident turtles and snakes as you
learn about the animals that inhabit
the river valley.
SCIENCE SATURDAYS
AND SUNDAYS
Drop in program
Saturdays,
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sundays, 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Discover the world of science through
interactive activities and crafts.
September: Things that Fly! Learn
about organisms that fly and how
they do it.
October: Changes of Fall. Learn
how nature transforms as the seasons
change from summer to fall.
MONARCH TAGGING
Satuday, September 1
11 a.m. - noon
For adults & accompanied
children
$5 (Members - $3)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Join MonarchWatch, a national
research project as we carefully catch,
tag and release monarch butterflies
while supplying valuable data to
scientists at the University of Kansas.
OZONE MONITORING
Sunday, September 2
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For all ages
Adults: $10 (Members - $6)
Children: $8 (Members - $4)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Discover an easy and enjoyable way
to determine air quality right in
your own back yard. Ozone can
cause damage to plants, animals
and people. Learn how to recognize
ozone damage on plants and then
head out into the field to survey
plants in Riverside Park.
AQUATIC LIFE IN THE
MILWAUKEE RIVER
Saturday, September 15
2 - 4 p.m.
For children 8+ accompanied
by an adult
Pre-registration required by
September 12, call to register,
964-8505.
Explore the living organisms in the
river by wading in and using kick
nets and fishing poles. Children must
be accompanied by an adult.

STORYTIME IN THE PARK
Sundays, September 16 &
October 21
2 - 3 p.m.
For pre-schoolers - 2nd
graders accompanied by an
adult
Adults: $5 (Members - $3)
Children: $4 (Members - $2)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Take a walk through Riverside Park
and stop to listen to nature stories.
FRIDAY FIRE
Fridays, September 21 &
October 19
7 - 9 p.m.
For everyone
$5 per person or $10 per
family (Members - Free,
donations appreciated)
Call to register, 964-8505.
September: A fun night with
The Moxie Chicks. These three
vocalists, Carol Lee Hopkins, Chris
Straw, and Jonnie Guernsey are
known primarily for their harmonies
and great songs. With their backup
players lead guitarist Jon Pagenkopf
and rhythm guitarist and songwriter
extraordinaire Jym Mooney, their
songs range from traditional to
contemporary to homegrown.
October brings Brett Kemnitz,
with lots of creature tunes from ants
to dinosaurs, a sharing song (Stone
Soup), old folk songs and folktales
turned into song (A Bird is a Bird).
RACCOON AND CRAWFISH
Saturday, September 22
10 - 11:30 a.m.
For everyone
$7 or $24 for families of 4 or
more (Members - $4 or $12
for families of 4 or more)
Film viewing only: no fee,
arrive at 11:15.
Call to register, 964-8505.
Explore the lives of raccoons and
crawfish on an interactive walk
though Riverside Park. Top off the
exploration with a free showing of
the award winning short animation,
Raccoon and Crawfish, produced by
Milwaukeaen Shaun Foster and 4
Directions Productions Company, an
Oneida Nations animation company
based in New York.
NATURE DETECTIVES
Sundays, September 23 &
October 28
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For everyone
$7 or $24 for families of 4 or
more (Members - $4 or $12
for families of 4 or more)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Discover the natural world as we
explore the park using magnifying
glasses and doing scavenger hunts.

YOGAKIDS IS BACK!
Saturdays, October 6 November 10
10:30- 11:30 a.m.
For ages 6,7 & 8
$68 (Members - $60)
Call to register, 964-8505.
YogaKids combines fitness, fun
and feeling great! Your child will
experience the traditional benefits of
yoga (strength, stamina, flexibility,
concentration and relaxation) in fun
and playful ways. Games, ecology,
music and learning about the body
and mind are all part of YogaKids
classes. Bring a mat or beach towel
and wear loose or stretchy clothing.

ANIMAL HOMES
Sunday, October 14
1 - 2:30 p.m.
For children ages
5+accompanied by an adult
Call to register, 964-8505.
Help the UEC paint backgrounds for
the tanks in the animal room! Come
ready to learn about the natural
habitats the animals live in and be
ready to paint!
FALL FUN FAMILY RIDE
Sunday, October 14
3 - 5 p.m.
Families, children old enough
to ride a bicycle
Adults: $10 (Members - $7
Children: $8 (Members - $5)
Register by Oct 10, call 9648505.
Kick off your weekend with a
naturalist-led ride along the Oak Leaf
Recreational Trail. Bring a bicycle or
borrow one from us (bicycles fit ages
10 and up).

URBAN ADVENTURES
Advanced registration required for all Urban Adventures. Payment due at time
of registration. Cancellation Policy: When payment is required in advance
for a program, you may cancel up to 48 hours in advance without penalty. If
the Center cancels a program for any reason, the payment will be refunded or
can be used toward a future program. Call the Center at (414) 964-8505 to
register at least two days before the trip. Trips run as scheduled, rain or shine.

OPEN CLIMBS ON THE
TOWER WALL
Saturdays, September 1October 27
3 - 5 p.m.
Tuesdays, September 4 October 30
4 - 6 p.m.
For everyone
Adults: $10 (Members - $7)
Children: $8 (Members - $5)
Registration recommeded, call
964-8505, walk-ins welcome.
Extend your skills on the Center’s
tower climbing wall. Harnesses
and belayers provided. All climbers
must have a completed and signed
waiver before climbing, available at
the Center’s reception desk and at
www.urbanecologycenter.org.
RIVER RHYTHMS
CANOE TRIP
Wednesday, September 5
5 - 9:30 p.m.
For adults and accompanied
children ages 12 -18
Adults: $30 (Members - $25)
Children: $20
(Members - $15)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Paddle from Riverside to Pere
Marquette parks then paddle part
way back to the Rowing Club
boathouse and shuttle back.

COLLEGE CLIMB NIGHT
Tuesday, September 18
5:45 - 7 p.m.
For college students
$3 per climb
Call to register, 964-8505.
It’s college night at the Center!
Scale the Center’s observation tower
using our 40 foot climbing wall and
gear. Instruction provided. This
is a great way for college students
to learn how to become volunteer
belayers for our programs.
FULL MOON CANOE TRIP
Wednesday, September 26
5:15 - 9:30 p.m.
For adults and accompanied
children
Adults: $40 (Members - $35)
Children: $25 (Members
- $20)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Join us for an evening paddle under
the Harvest Moon to downtown.
We will stroll through the park,
launch and float downstream where
we will enjoy a picnic dinner in Pere
Marquette Park (dinner included).
After dinner we will paddle
upstream to the Rowing Club
Boathouse.
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A D U LT L E A R N I N G

INTRODUCTION TO ECO-HOMES
Speakers: Lyn Falk, Beth Fetterley & Juli Kaufmann
Tuesday, September 18
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$20 (Members - $15)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Interested in improving your home environment? Join our Eco-Homes
kick-off presentation. We will introduce you to decision-making tools used
in designing the Center’s green building, arm you with critical questions to
ask as you make decisions regarding your own home and introduce you to the
resources available in the Library of Sustainability.

LIBRARY OF
SUSTAINABILITY
OPEN HOURS
Sundays, Noon - 2 p.m.
Mondays, 4 - 6 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Registration reccommended,
walk-ins welcome.
After you attend an Eco Homes
presentation, visit our Library of
Sustainability. This is a hands-on
library of sample products for home
construction and interior decorating.
Resource person available during
scheduled open hours.

ECO-FRIENDLY WALL FINISHES PAINTS, PLASTERS AND WALL COVERINGS
Speakers: Lyn Falk & Andy Pace
Tuesday, October 2
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$20 (Members - $15)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Paint shouldn’t give you a headache. Learn about VOCs and chemicals your
paints don’t have to contain. Find out what healthy paint options are available
today. Think outside of the “paint box” and get creative with all natural clay
coatings and decorative plaster finishes with recycled content. Finally, see how
beautiful natural and recycled content wall coverings are breathing new life
into interiors.

ADULT BIRDING
WORKSHOP:
SYSTEMATICS II
Wednesday, September 5
5:30 - 7 p.m.
For adults
$10 (Members - $5, free for
regular birding volunteers)
Call to register, 964-8505.
We will explore the avian family tree
and try to unravel the clues scientists
use in creating bird genealogies.
This will be followed by a twilight
stroll through the park. Binoculars
provided.

WEATHERIZING YOUR HOME FOR WINTER
Speakers: Lyn Falk & Juli Kaufmann
Tuesday, October 16
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$20 (Members - $15)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Attics, windows, doors and more. Thermostats, caulking, ventilation, galore!
Learn practical strategies to save money and energy while staying warmer
in winter. Covers Do-It-Yourself strategies plus knowing when to call in an
expert.

NATIVE AMERICANS
AND PLANTS
Speaker: Kate Redmond,
Naturalist
Tuesday, September 11
7 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Members - Free,
donations appreciated)
Call to register, 964-8505.
The instant
Columbus
landed
on North
American
shores, a
great plant
exchange
began
between the
New World and the Old. Learn how
the lore of native plants and imported
European plants was shared.

ECO-HOMES:
GREEN DESIGN - BUILD - REMODELING

ECO-HOMES SPEAKERS:
Lyn Falk, Founder and President of Solterra Studios, is the creator of the
Center’s Library of Sustainability. She has dedicated the past 22 years of
her career to designing award winning, beautiful, healthy and responsible
interiors and teaching others how to create and maintain these spaces. A
nationally recognized registered interior designer, she is also the producer of
“Healthy Style”, a television show that has been picked up by over 80 public
television stations throughout the US.
Juli Kaufmann, President and Co-founder of Pragmatic Construction,
won the “40 under 40” award for business innovation, given by the
Business Journal. In addition, two homes built by the Pragmatic team
received Milwaukee Home Magazine’s “Green Home” awards. Pragmatic
Construction was founded in 2005 by Juli and expert colleagues, Steve Servais
and Nikolai Usack, who within a year won the 2006 Governor’s Business
Plan Contest and the Launch Angel award.
You may remember Andy Pace from a front page article in the Journal
Sentinel this summer, sharing his expertise on bamboo flooring from China.
Andy, Owner and Founder of Safe Building Solutions, won the 2007 IQ
(Innovation Quotient) award presented by the Small Business Times, for a
new line of cabinetry. Safe Building Solutions sells products that are healthy
and environmentally sound to homeowners, builders, designers and architects.
Beth Fetterley began working at the Urban Ecology Center as Director
of Education in June 2000, which combined her love of the city with her
appreciation of nature. She was an integral part of the team that designed the
green, award-winning Urban Ecology Center facility. Beth received her MBA
in 2005 from UW-Milwaukee.

BIRDING BY CANOE
Saturday, September 15
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
For adults
$30 (Members - $25)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Join Chad Thomack, Urban
Adventures Coordinator, and Tim
Vargo, Research Coordinator, as they
explore the Milwaukee River looking
for migrating birds. Please bring a
bag lunch and dress for the weather.

UEC BOOK CLUB
Saturdays, September 22 &
October 27
10 - 11 a.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
September: Cradle to Cradle by
William Mc Donough & Michael
Braungart
October: Little Heathens by Mildred
Armstrong Kalish
INTRO TO T’AI CHI
Thursdays, September 27
through March 27
5:30 - 6:45 p.m.
For adults & teens age 16+
$12 per session (Members
- $10 per session)
Payments due monthly)
Call to register, 964-8505, by
September 10
Often called “meditation in motion”,
this gentle exercise promotes overall
health and relaxation. Instructor
Carrie Crossot has over 12 years
experience practicing, studying and
teaching T’ai Chi.
ADULT BIRDING
WORKSHOP:
HISTORY OF ORNITHOLOGY
AND SPARROW ID
Wednesday, October 3
5 - 6:30 p.m.
For adults
$10 (Members - $5, free for
regular birding volunteers)
Call to register, 964-8505.
We will take a quick peek at the
history of ornithology and then
dabble in the often-daunting task of
identifying little brown sparrows.
This will be followed by a twilight
stroll. Binoculars provided.
INTRODUCING MOSSES
Saturday, October 13
3 - 5 p.m.
For adults
Call to register, 964-8505.
Mosses are small and often
overlooked organisms in our
ecosystems. Learn about the
interesting physiology of mosses,
their role in the ecosystems.
HAWKWATCH
Saturday, October 27
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
For adults & accompanied
children
Adults: $12 (Member - $8 )
Children: $8 (Member - $5)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Come look for migrating hawks at
the premier local hawk-watching
site, Concordia College. Local hawk
expert Seth Cutright will explain
hawk migration and help with hawk
identification basics.
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INTEREST GROUPS
EARLY MORNING
BIRDWALKS
Thursdays
8 a.m.
For adults and accompanied
children
Free - donations appreciated
Interested bird watchers of all ability
levels are invited to explore bird life
with us. Binoculars available.
SAVOR THE TASTE
OF SUMMER
Tuesdays, September 4 &
October 2
6 - 9 p.m.
For adults
Sept. - $30 (UEC and CSA
members - $25)
Oct. - $20 (UEC and CSA
members - $15)
Call to register, 964-8505.
September:
Jams and Jellies.
September is high
time for fruits
such as apples,
pears and plums.
This course will
teach how to
keep those fruits
through winter
by preserving their essence as jams,
jellies and chutneys. This is a handson course.
October: Letting yeast do the
talking. Learn about the wonders of
fermentation. Taught by home cook
experts on making kraut, beer and
wine, the class will look at ways to
use local products to produce food
and drink by letting yeast do what it
does naturally. This is an introductory
course, no hands-on experience.
UEC PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Thursdays, September 6 &
October 4
6:30 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Explore nature in an artistic light and
develop new skills.

KNITTING CIRCLE
Sundays, September 9 &
October 14
3 - 5 p.m.
For everyone
Free donations
appreciated
If you are new
to knitting, or
an experienced
knitter, join us for coffee, good
conversation and knitting.
FRIENDS OF REAL FOOD
Wednesdays, September 12 &
October 10
6 - 8 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505.
Share a potluck dinner and join the
enthusiastic, informative discussion.
September: Eat Local Challenge
Week. We’ll discuss how we’ve
defined our own challenge goals and
share stories about our experiences.
See page 4 for more information.
October: Dairy FAQs. What
is rBGH and how does it affect
cows and people? Is organic milk
worth the extra money? Can a
factory farm really be organic? John
Peck, Executive Director of Family
Farm Defenders, will answer many
frequently asked questions about
dairy. He’ll also bring grass-fed, non
rBGH and organic Wisconsin sample
dairy products.
URBAN ECHO POETS
Thursdays, September 13 &
October 11
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Our purpose is to observe and
experience nature, then to express
these observations in poetry and
essay. We will read and write and
appreciate poetry with images from
nature at its core.

URBAN STARGAZERS
Thursdays, September 13 &
October 11
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Join us for information
and stargazing.
PATHS TO A
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
Tuesday, September 18
6 - 8 p.m
Thursday, September 20
6:30 -8 pm
Tuesday, October 16
6:30 -8 pm
For adults
Suggested donation $5
(Members - $2)
Childcare available $6/child
(Members - $4/child)
Call to register, 964-8505.
September 18: Sustainability
Cafe. Engage in frank and lively
conversations that will help reflect on
what the climate and energy crises
mean to us and our hopes for the
future. Refreshments provided.
September 20: Gimme Green.
View Gimme Green, a documentary
exploring America’s obsession with
lawns. Discussion and information
on natural lawn care to follow.
October 16: Eco-Municipalities.
Bryant Moroder, executive director
of the Madison-based organization
Sustain Dane, will speak about
Eco-Municipalities and the Natural
Step framework. This initiative
fosters systems-level planning for
sustainability in communities.
VEGETARIAN POTLUCK
Thursdays, September 20 &
October 18
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults and accompanied
children
Free - donations appreciated
Bring a plate and fork along with
your meatless dish to share at our
picnic style meal.

URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER TOURS
WEDNESDAY WALK
WITH KEN
Wednesdays
9 a.m. - UEC Building
10 a.m. - Riverside Park
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call ahead to confirm (414) 964-8505.
You’re invited to a special tour as
you explore Riverside Park and/or
our green facility with Executive Director Ken
Leinbach (staff substitution on occasion).

BETH’S BUILDING TOUR
Wednesdays
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505.
Explore our green facility and learn about its secrets
and stories with Director of Education Beth Fetterley.
This is a great opportunity for you to learn about the
Center’s innovative educational programming (staff
substitution on occasion).

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
VOLUNTEER
ORIENTATIONS
Saturdays, September 1 &
October 6
10:30 a.m. - noon
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505.
Learn about the Center’s programs
and how to get involved.
BURDOCK BRIGADE
Tuesdays and
Saturdays, September 1, 15,
October 6 & 20
9 - 10:30 a.m.
For adults and accompanied
children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505.
Help remove exotic invasive plant
species in order to help the habitat
of many of our native animals.
SATURDAY STEWARDS
Saturdays, September 8, 22,
29, October 13 & 27
9 a.m.
For adults and accompanied
children
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505.
Kick-off your weekend by
volunteering at UEC! Enjoy
small and large projects around
the Center and in Riverside Park.
Working together is a great way
to connect with others in our
community. Everyone is welcome.
NATURALIST WALKS
Mondays, September 10, 24,
October 8 & 22
11 a.m. - noon
$5 (Free for volunteers)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Build naturalist skills as educators
share their experience and skills on
these fun and informal walks.
BIRD BANDING
Tuesdays, September 11
- October 16
(no banding on October 2)
At sunrise
For adults and accompanied
children
Free - donations appreciated
Call Tim at 964-8505, x116,
for details, exact times and to
register.
Few experiences compare with
feeling the rapid heartbeat of a bird
in your hand while releasing it
back to the wild. Join us for coffee
and an up-close look at birds.
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ASTRONOMY NOTES

O C C U LT

by Art Paque, Community Volunteer

Sky watching will improve with autumn’s
lower temperatures and humidity. The
Pleiades will pair up with the Moon
three times, one of them an occultation.
These will be superb binocular events.
Don’t miss Venus during the daytime on
September 8th. Venus will be absolutely
brilliant, a stunning -4.5 magnitude
most of the month. October offers us
several celestial triads; two on the 7th. The
Orionid meteor shower holds promise for
a wonderful show on the 21st.
SEPTEMBER
September mornings will display Mars
high in the south and southeast, while
Venus and Saturn will appear very low
in the east an hour or two before sunrise.
Evening’s sole planet is Jupiter, somewhat
low in the south until midmonth when
joined by Mercury low in the west.
On September 2nd find Pleiades (The
Seven Sisters, M 45) next to the Moon
from moonrise until dawn. Find Pollux
and Castor 3˚ and 8˚ respectively, above
the Moon after rising at 1:55 a.m. on the
7th. See a brilliant Venus (-4.5) 7° to the
lower left of the Moon on the 8th at 2 p.m.
Look carefully and with caution, the Sun
will be 30˚ away. The 15th starts good
evening opportunities to observe Mercury
as it moves well to the east of the Sun.
Watch for this through the first week

of October. Find Antares (1.0) 2˚ and
Jupiter 8˚ to the upper left of the Moon
from dusk until moonset on the 17th. On
the 18th look for Jupiter 7° upper right
of the Moon from dusk until moonset.
Autumnal Equinox. Fall begins on the
23rd. Venus is at its most brilliant today
at -4.55! It rises at 3:27 a.m. and sets
at 4:51 p.m. Mercury is at its greatest
elongation (26° east of the Sun) on the
29th. On the 29th find Pleiades to the left
of the Moon from 8:22 p.m. until dawn.
There will be only 2˚ separation at 2 a.m.
on the 30th.
New Moon is the 11th. Full Moon, known
as the Full Harvest Moon, is the 26th.
OCTOBER
October will be much like September;
mornings Venus and Saturn will be in east
southeast with Mars high in the south
southwest. Evenings Jupiter will be low
in the south southwest and Mercury very
low in west for the first half of the month.
On October 2nd find Mars 5° south of the
Moon. Mars rises at 10:36 p.m. and is
visible (weather permitting) until dawn.
Look for Pollux 3˚ north of the Moon from
midnight until dawn on the 4th. Find
Venus, Saturn and Regulus clustered
around the Moon from 3:30 a.m. until
daylight on the 7th. Also, look for Venus,

The Pleiades will be partially occulted
by the Moon October 27th. We
typically don’t think of the occult
in connection with astronomy, but
the relationship is straight forward.
Occult means “to conceal or cause
to disappear from view”. The
Moon will, from our perspective,
hide a portion of the Pleiades from
us. It is arguably the most beautiful
binocular view in the heavens!

4˚ and Regulus 2˚ above and Saturn (0.8)
1˚ below the Moon. On the 9th find Venus
3° south of Regulus and Saturn 5˚ left of
Venus from 3:30 a.m. until first light.
This triad will remain assembled until the
15th. Search for Venus 3° south of Saturn
on the 15th. View after Saturn rises (3:12
a.m.) until dawn,. Also, look for Antares
3° to the right and Jupiter 5˚ above the
Moon after sunset. On October 21st the
Orionid meteor shower peaks. Watch
about halfway up the eastern sky, about
10˚ to the lower right of Mars, from after
moonset at 1:25 a.m., but watch farther
westward as the morning progresses, until
sunrise. Expect 10-15 per hour. Pleiades
will be partially occulted by the Moon
on the 27th. View this from moonrise to
about 7:20 p.m., though separating until
dawn. Find Mars 4° above the Moon,
after Moonrise on the 30th.
New Moon is the 11th. Full Moon, known
as the Full Hunter’s Moon, is the 25th.

IT MAKES YOUR LIFE MORE BETTER WHEN YOU’RE HELPFUL...
continued from page 1

·

Generous behavior reduces depression
and risk of suicide in adolescents

·

Teens who actively help others
are much more likely to have
good mental and physical health
throughout their lives

·

Adults who volunteer regularly live
longer than those who don’t

·

Giving to others promotes selfforgiveness of mistakes, a key factor in
one’s well-being

A study conducted by the University of
Sussex involved over 100 communities
ranging from inner city neighborhoods
to rural villages. Across the board it was

clear that neighborhoods with the highest
levels of volunteerism had less crime,
better schools and healthier residents.
This certainly describes the Riverside Park
neighborhood, which has seen a distinct
reduction in crime correlating directly to
the growth of volunteerism. The Center
grew out of a grass roots effort of a few
volunteers to save the park and today we
still depend largely on the generosity of
volunteers. From Norah who comes in
weekly, smiling, to wash windows or fill
tea bags, to the nineteen hard working
volunteer board members who decide on
the direction and policies of this growing
organization, volunteerism is the life
blood of our work.

Visiting our new center in Washington
Park you can feel the energy spreading.
Adults painting, high school students
building trails, and younger kids planting
flower beds to spruce up the entrance
… the same buzz of positive activity
pervades.
It truly is a win-win situation. Helping
others plants the seed of appreciation
within those being helped. At the same
time, helping others makes one feel better.
So, next time you are feeling kind of like a
bump, why not come and give us a hand!
To become a Center volunteer simply
contact Susan, our Volunteer Coordinator,
at swinans@urbanecologycenter.org.
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THANK YOU FROM THE CENTER
COMMUNITY
PARTNERS

FOUNDATIONS /
CORPORATIONS

GIFTS IN
MEMORY OF…

Beans & Barley
beansandbarley.com
Brewcity Bruisers
brewcitybruisers.com
Clark Graphics
clark-graphics.com/
The Jansen Group
jansengroup.com
Harry W Schwartz Bookshops
schwartzbooks.com
Lake Park Lutheran Church
lakeparklutheran.com
Murray Hill
Neighborhood Association
Outpost Natural Foods
outpostnaturalfoods.coop
Plymouth Church
plymouth-church.org
REI
rei.com
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
stmarksmilwaukee.org
Sierra Club Building
Environmental Community
Program
wisconsin.sierraclub.org/gwg
Trek Bicycle Corp.
trekbikes.com
We Energies
we-energies.com
Wheel & Sprocket
wheelandsprocket.com

Constance P. Godfrey
2004 Trust
Rotary Club of Milwaukee
R.A. Stevens Family
Foundation
We Energies

Deanna Gutschow
- Paul Hunter &
Sophie Kramer
Leslie Grinker’s brother
- Joyce Broan

WASHINGTON PARK
FOUNDATIONS /
CORPORATIONS
Greater Milwaukee
Foundation – Trinity
Foundation Fund
Miller Brewing Company
Windhover Foundation

GIFTS IN
HONOR OF…
Christine Beimborn &
John Bleidorn’s wedding
- Bea Bourgeois
- Jackie Maggiore
John & Sue Krezoski
- James & Susan Daugherty
- Val & Sory Klump
Harvey Taylor
- Chantelle Stocco
Erv Russell
- Scott Russell
Bill & Jen Koch
- Mary Henke

DONORS
We’d like to thank the who
renewed their membership, began
a new membership or purchased a
gift membership. Your generosity
is an important part of the Center’s
support. Below are the people who
gave above a membership.
Anonymous
Mary Brooks
Aleta & Walt Chossek
Sandra & Ahmee Christensen
David Ciepluch
Don & Sallie O. Davis
Yosemite Hiking Group
Mike DeWan
Kathy Drury &
Steve Chojnacki
Jim Fitzgerald
Gloria Foster
Jeffrey Gardner & Sean Kelly
Kat Grinker
Luke & Vicki Groser
Ronald Gutschow
Richard & Cynthia Hayes
Dianne Henke
Michael D. Holloway
Andy & Paula Holman
James L. Huston

Barry & Julie Kamp
Mary & Charles Kamps
Susie & Fred Kasten
Deborah Kern
Elynor Kimmel
High Wind Association
Wisconsin Green
Building Alliance
Alfred G. Lustig &
Janice M. Watson
Jackie Maggiore
Jack & Mary Louise Magnuson
Joyce & Brian Miller
Erik & Carol Moeser
Steven & Lori Moore
William P. Mueller &
Lisa M. Klapperich
Allyson Nemec
H.W. Oates
David & Judith Olson
Laura & Antonio Paunan
Jacqueline Rudig
Bill & Eva Rumpf
Judy Saichek
Joan M. Schilke
Susan Smith
Demetria Smith
Rachel Soika
Marianne Soldavini &
Gary Giombi
Dot Spransy
Bruce Thompson &
Kathleen Miller
Melissa Werth
Tracy & Ward Wickwire

IN KIND DONORS

Melanie Bezold
Mary Bruce
Bob Dinse
Leroy & Susan Dobs
Marly Gisser
Charles Hays
Judy Halloran
Julie Heather
Nancy Hindin
Jansport
Joanne Kline
Steve Marshall
Mary Newhouse
Elaine Paque
Bernice Popelka
Tami Quinlan & John Miceli
Charla Reetz
Bill & Eva Rumpf
Mary Ryan Boys & Girls Club
Bike Shop
Pat Small
David & Nancy Stone
True North
Annie Wegner Lefort
Whole Foods
Wisconsin Trappers
Association, Scott Mcauley
Bonnie Withers
Ann Wydeven
Douglas Yao
WASHINGTON PARK
INKIND
Dennis Grzezinski
Peggy McGuire
Stephanie Sandy

Anonymous
Jeff & Melody Anderson

SO THERE ARE BATS IN RIVERSIDE PARK...
continued from page 1

Dave Redell, Wisconsin’s own “Batman”
of the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, installed five of these stations
across the state. Data collected will help
determine the timing of bat migration,
species distribution, migration patterns
and behavior patterns. Riverside Park
was chosen in part because of its urban
location along a migration corridor
(Milwaukee River), but also because of the
community presence of the UEC and our
commitment to long-term environmental
education and citizen science research.
The permanent monitoring station is
exciting, but it gets better. The DNR
also has a portable bat-monitoring
station with a built-in GPS unit that
allows researchers to walk through an
area recording the presence, location and
species identification of individual bats.
It also instantly lowers the frequency
of these calls into the range of human
hearing so observers can effectively hear
the bats as they fly by! At the end of their
hike, they can instantly produce a map
displaying the route with locations and
times of all bat encounters. If funding

becomes available, we will house a unit at
the Center, allowing trained volunteers to
walk through their own neighborhoods to
see what bats are around, while producing
valuable data that can be used by bat
researchers around the world.
The station is still very young and it may
be a few months before we are able to
show results, but we already know that
there is a higher concentration of Eastern
Red Bats in Riverside Park than would be
suggested by current bat literature. We
are well on the way to rewriting the books
on bats in Southeastern Wisconsin!
If you are interested in working with the
bats, birds, mammals, plants, bugs and
snakes that live in Riverside Park, please
contact Tim Vargo, Research Coordinator,
or Susan Winans, Volunteer Coordinator.
* Officially they would be called
mammologists, because to my knowledge,
there is no official term for a mammologist
who specializes in bats. “Bat scientist”
and “chiropterist” were the only terms I
could find in the literature. If you know
of an official term, please contact me.

Summer Fishing!
Our High School Outdoor Leader helps a
Center Summer Camper learn to fish. The
Outdoor Leaders were invaluable assistants
during the Center’s summer programs.

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY TODAY!
MEMBERSHIP
Membership benefits include discounts on programs, invitations to
members only events events, the ability to borrow our equipment,
a one year newsletter subscription and more.
For information, visit our website at www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org.

Choose one:
 Family ($35)
 Student ($12)
Financial assistance is available. Please call Ginger Duiven, Development
Manager at x106 or gduiven@urbanecologycenter.org. for details.

DONATION

(IN ADDITION TO MEMBERSHIP)

Please accept my gift to support:

A community program ($50)
One half day for a school class ($125)
One full day for a school class ($250)
A Citizen Science project ($500)
Improved Riverside Park trails ($1,000)
A school for one year ($5,000)
Other $____________
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My neighborhood park is
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Charge my membership to:  Master Card  Visa
Card Number _______ - ________ - _______ - _______
Expiration Date _______/_______
Signature _______________________ Date _________
Please make your check payable to:
Urban Ecology Center and return
it with this form to:
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org
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UEC Closed

M O N D AY

3

4p

9a

Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall
Savor the Taste of
Summer: Jams &
Jellies

Burdock Brigade

T U E S D AY

4

30
Noon
Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours

Noon

23
Library of 11a
Sustainability
Open Hours
2p Nature
Detectives
4p

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours

Naturalist Walks

24

4p

Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall

Sunrise Bird Banding
9a
Burdock Brigade

25

5:30p

5:15p

10a

9a

5p

10a

9a

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

W E D N E S D AY

5
8a

Birdwalk

T H U R S D AY

6
Urban Playground
On Downer Avenue
4 - 7 p.m.

F R I D AY

Friday - Saturday 9a-5p,

7

26

Full Moon
Canoe Trip
Beth’s Building Tour

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

4:30p
5:30p

8a

Urban Cycling
Intro to T’ai Chi

Birdwalk

27

Animal Feeding
Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall

Animal Feeding
Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall

22
Saturday Stewards
Raccoon & Crawfish
UEC Book Club:
Cradle to Cradle

Animal Feeding
Aquatic Life in the
Milwaukee River
Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall

15

8

1

1p

Animal Feeding

Fall Festival
Noon - 4p

Animal Feeding
Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall
3p
From Toilets to
Human Rights in
Haiti: Adventures in
Sustainable
Development
Peter Mulvey
“Look Ma, no Gasoline”
Concert Tour
Miramar concert - 7p
28
29
9a
Saturday Stewards

1p
3p

9a
10a
10a

3p

1p
2p

Eat Local Challenge
8a
Birding By Canoe
9a
Burdock Brigade

1p
3p

Urban Playground
On Downer Avenue
8 a.m. - midnight
9a
Saturday Stewards

1p
3p

Science Saturdays
(every Saturday)
topic: Things That Fly
9a
Burdock Brigade
10:30a Volunteer
Orientation
11a
Monarch Tagging

S AT U R D AY

Sunday 12 noon-5p

SEPTEMBER 2007

6:30p Photography Club
River Rhythms
Canoe Trips
6p
2p
Ozone Monitoring
5:30p Birding Workshop:
Systematics II
5:30p Beth’s Building Tour
9
10
11
12
13
14
Eat Local Challenge
Eat Local Challenge
Eat Local Challenge
Eat Local Challenge
Eat Local Challenge
Eat Local Challenge
11a
Naturalist Walks
Sunrise Bird Banding
9a
Building Tour
8a
Birdwalk
with Ken
Noon Library of
9a
Burdock Brigade
Sustainability
10a
Walk with Ken
Open Hours
3p
Knitting Circle
4p
Library of
4p
Open Climbs
Sustainability
on the Tower Wall
5:30p Beth’s Building Tour
7p
Urban Echo Poets
Open Hours
7p
Native Americans
6p
Friends of Real Food 7p
Urban Stargazers
and Plants
16
17
18
19
20
21
Noon Library of
Sunrise Bird Banding
9a
Building Tour
8a
Birdwalk
Sustainability
with Ken
9a
Burdock Brigade
Open Hours
10a
Walk with Ken
4p
Library of
7p
Friday Fire:
2p
Storytime in the Park
Sustainability
The Moxie Chicks
6:30p Paths to a
Open Hours
5:30p Beth’s Building Tour
Sustainable Future
4p
Open Climbs
Peter Mulvey
on the Tower Wall
6:30p Vegetarian Potluck
“Look Ma, no Gasoline”
5:45p College Climb Night
Concert Tour
6p
Paths to a
Ride to Cedarburg - 4p
Sustainable Future
Cedarburg concert - 8p
6:30p Introduction to
Eco-Homes

Science Sundays
(every Sunday)
topic: Things That Fly
Noon Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours

S U N D AY

Contact the Center for details (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org. Hours: Monday - Thursday 9a-7p,

URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER PROGRAMS

4p

2p
3p

Noon

2p
3p

Noon

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours
Nature Detectives
Yoga Teens

28

4p

21
Library of
11a
Sustainability
Open Hours
Storytime in the Park
Yoga Teens
4p

7
Science Sundays
11a
(every Sunday)
topic: Changes of Fall
Noon Library of
4p
Sustainability
Open Hours
Art Show Opening:
Elm Creative Arts School
& Artists Working in
Education
2 - 4 p.m.
3p
Yoga Teens
14
Noon Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours
1p
Animal Homes
4p
3p
Yoga Teens
3p
Fall Fun Family Ride
3p
Knitting Circle

S U N D AY

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours

Naturalist Walks

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours

Naturalist Walks

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours

M O N D AY
Burdock Brigade

2

6:30p

6:30p

5:45p

4p

29

4p

9a

4p

Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall

Burdock Brigade

Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall

Burdock Brigade

Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall
Teens-Only
Night Climb
Eco-Homes:
Weatherizing Your
Home for Winter
Paths to a
Sustainable Future

Sunrise Bird Banding
9a
Burdock Brigade

22 23
9a

15

30

16

Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall
A Dramatic Story of Arctic
Exploration
Speaker: Eric Larsen,
Explorer
7 p.m.

4p

4p

9a

T U E S D AY
10a

9a

5:30p

10a

9a

5:30p

10a

9a

5:30p

10a

9a

5:30p
6p

10

3

17

24

31

Beth’s Building Tour

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

Beth’s Building Tour

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

Beth’s Building Tour

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

Beth’s Building Tour
Friends of Real Food

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

Birding Workshop:
History of
Ornithology and
Sparrow ID
Beth’s Building Tour

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

W E D N E S D AY

Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall
5p
6p
Savor the Taste of
Summer: Letting
Yeast do the Talking
5:30p
6:30p Eco-Homes:
Eco-Friendly
Wall Finishes - Paints,
Plasters and Wall
Coverings
8
9
Sunrise Bird Banding
9a
9a
Burdock Brigade
10a

1

5:30p

8a

5:30p
6:30p

8a

5:30p
7p
7p

8a

5:30p
6:30p

8a

Intro to T’ai Chi

Birdwalk

Intro to T’ai Chi
Vegetarian Potluck

Birdwalk

Intro to T’ai Chi
Urban Echo Poets
Urban Stargazers

Birdwalk

Intro to T’ai Chi
Photography Club

Birdwalk

T H U R S D AY

Contact the Center for details (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org. Hours: Monday - Thursday 9a-7p,

URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER PROGRAMS

25

18

11

4

7p

Annual Halloween
Costume Canoe Trip
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Friday Fire:
Brett Kemnitz

F R I D AY

Friday - Saturday 9a-5p,

26

19

12

5

Animal Feeding
Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall

Animal Feeding
Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall

1p
3p

Animal Feeding
Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall

Saturday Stewards
Hawkwatch
UEC Book Club:
Little Heathens
10:30a YogaKids is back!

9a
10a
10a

1p
3p

6

13

27

20

Animal Feeding
Open Climbs
on the Tower Wall
Introducing Mosses

9a
Burdock Brigade
10:30a YogaKids is back!

3p

1p
3p

9a
Saturday Stewards
10:30a YogaKids is back!

1p
3p

9a
Burdock Brigade
10:30a YogaKids is back!
10:30a Volunteer
Orientation

Science Saturdays
(every Saturday)
topic: Changes of Fall

S AT U R D AY

Sunday 12 noon-5p

OCTOBER 2007

