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THE CITIZENS BEHIND THE SCIENCE
by Timothy Vargo, Research Coordinator

The concept of Citizen Science is as old as
science itself.

With careful training, anyone can collect
reliable data. A prime example of how citizen
scientists contribute to publishable academic
research is the Milwaukee County Avian
Migration and Monitoring Partnership. This
partnership, which includes the Urban Ecology
Center, is a groundbreaking study that uses bird
physiology as an indicator of habitat quality. It
requires technical skills to safely capture birds,
draw blood and process the metabolites in the
blood. Obviously we can’t just send anyone
to do this, but there are currently a dozen or
so citizen scientists who have volunteered a
great deal of time and have gained the expertise
through patience, commitment and training.

What is Citizen Science? It is the involvement
of citizens from the non-scientific community
in academic research. Therefore, the very first
scientists were, by definition, Citizen Scientists.
In the Urban Ecology Center Citizen Science
Program this includes a strong group of
volunteers who help with bird, mammal, snake
and plant research.
Over time, science developed into academia
with research institutions to separate
“professional” scientists from “amateur”
scientists and the term “ivory tower” came to
represent the isolation of academics from the
daily life of citizenry. With this separation came
a misconception that amateur citizens could not
be involved in “real” research because they are
not trained scientists. Nothing could be further
from the truth.

Young Citizen Scientists about to make a run to the
bird nets during bird banding in Riverside Park.

Does this mean that we can used only trained
volunteers for this project? Of course not.
This fall two ten-year old citizen scientists
visited the project for the first time, full of
spunk and energy. They provided a valuable
Continued on page 3

JAZZED ABOUT JOEY

CAPTURING THE SUN

by Beth Fetterley, Director of Education

by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

The Urban Ecology Center is
thrilled to introduce our members
to Joella (Joey) Zocher, who was
just hired as the Washington Park
Program Manager. Joey’s education
and experience fits the requirements
of the position at Washington Park
as birdsong fit the spring. Joey
brings with her an adventurous
spirit, a passion for preserving the
environment and a deep fondness for
working with urban students.

It never ceases to amaze me that a fire that is burning 93 million
miles away can make me feel warm … instantly! It also blows my
mind when I consider the fact that the energy that lights my house,
the fuel that makes my car move and, for that matter, the very fuel
that makes me move is a derivative of power from this same nuclear
fire. Think about it. The fossil fuels that we burn to produce our
electricity originated as plant material millions of years ago. Where
did these plants get their energy from? The Sun! Plants are unique
in that they, through photosynthesis, essentially “eat and store”
light energy from the Sun. This stored energy is what fuels our cars
when we burn gasoline and fuels our bodies when we eat, either
directly from plants or indirectly from the meat that ate plants.
Unbelievably, all this energy originated miles away on the Sun!

Her adventurous spirit is evident in
everything from fueling her car with
vegetable oil in a community where this is not easy to accomplish,
to traveling in Vietnam as an Earthwatch fellow. Just over two
years ago, Joey joined an international team on an expedition to
the Vietnamese jungle where her research team assessed tree species
and their habitat requirements. Their goal was to provide practical
Continued on page 3

Even more amazing is that people like you and me have figured out
how to make usable energy directly from the sun itself, bypassing
the photosynthetic process all together. This is done through a
photovoltaic semiconductor, often called a solar cell. The Center is
about to have 12,384 of these cells in 258 panels on our roof. This
44-kilowatt system will represent the largest solar electricity system
Continued on page 10
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DROPLETS

WISH LIST
If you have a donation for the Center, please call
Judy Krause, x102.

S
River Reflections is created and distributed
through a team effort by the following
people: Carijean Buhk, Ginger Duiven,
Judy Krause, Pat Mueller, Shirley Spelt and a
volunteer mailing crew.
Contributing writers: Jamie Ferschinger, Beth
Fetterley, Ken Leinbach, Jess Mathewson, Art
Paque, Tim Vargo and Susan Winans.
River Reflections is a publication of the
Urban Ecology Center. The Urban
Ecology Center is a 501(c)3 tax exempt
nonprofit organization. Its facility and
programming are made possible through
the generous annual contributions of 50
foundations and corporations, over 1800
member and donor families and many inkind donors. No tax dollars are used to
operate the Urban Ecology Center.
To make a contribution, please see page
12 for the easy to use form or call Ginger
Duiven at x106.
The Urban Ecology Center is a
neighborhood-based, nonprofit community
center located in Milwaukee's historic
Riverside Park. Using this living laboratory,
the Urban Ecology Center: Provides
environmental education programs
to neighborhood schools, Promotes
environmental awareness in the community,
Preserves and enhances the natural
resources of Riverside Park, and Protects the
Milwaukee River.

Urban Ecology Center
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
(414) 964-8505
Fax: (414) 964-1084
uec@urbanecologycenter.org
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org
Hours of operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
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Does touching bugs matter more than
pulling buckthorn? It’s not too late to
send in your contribution and answerw
to the Center’s annual fund drive. Thank
you to all who have already contributed or
renewed their memberships. Thanks also
to the people who responded to our survey.
Our members are so generous, kind and
creative. Watch our next newsletter for
our annual drive and survey results!
Eeeugh, Worms! Did you catch the
news piece on home worm farms that the
Center is promoting? If not, check our
website, www.urbanecologycenter.org and
click on the Fox 6 icon. Many thanks to
Ted Perry from Fox 6 news for promoting
this system and to Bing McCutcheon, one
of our fabulous volunteers, who helped
design and create the perfect basement
worm farm. Learn how to build this
inexpensive green addition to your home
at the worm farm workshop on January
20. See page 8 for details.
Good News! We are the recipient of
an exciting gift from the Green Tree
Garden Club in River Hills. The
club has decided to partner with us on
the Gardens of Riverside Park project.
Over the next two years members of the
club will be assisting us, thanks to the
success of their summer fundraiser, in
keeping a part time seasonal gardener on
staff, helping us create curriculum and
educational material for visitors about our
growing array of gardens and giving us
hands on expertise with the design and
planting of four demonstration gardens
along the Oak Leaf Trail.
Recipe from the Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner.
Emerald Buddha Soup (a vegan stew)
2/3 c. dried pinto beans
1 t. salt
2 c. chopped onions
1 T. olive oil
5 c. vegetable stock
2/3 c. French green lentils, rinsed and
drained
2/3 c. pearl barley
1 T. minced garlic
1⁄2 t. ground tumeric
1/8 t. ground cumin
1 15-oz can garbanzo beans, rinsed and
drained
1 t. salt
1⁄4 t. ground black pepper
4 cups baby spinach or 5 oz. frozen

• A good used acoustic guitar
• Minivan (7 passenger minimum)
• Ballpoint pens
• Firewood
• Garden hoses
• Gloves and mittens
• Gently used sweatpants
• Hats, scarves
• Hoe
• Ice cream buckets with lids
• Kayak
• Portable outdoor sound system
with microphones
• Professional weed whacker
• Step stools
• Unwanted CDs for art project
chopped spinach, thawed and drained
Rinse and drain pinto beans. Place in
a large saucepan with 4 cups of water.
Cover and let stand overnight. Drain
and rinse beans. Add 4 cups fresh water.
Bring to a boil. Reduce heat, cover and
simmer 1.5 hours. Add 1 t. salt and cook
30 minutes more. Meanwhile, in a large
soup pot, cook onions in hot oil until
golden. Add stock, lentils, barley, garlic,
tumeric and cumin. Bring to boiling,
reduce heat. Cover and simmer for 1.5
hours. Stir in garbanzo beans, 1 t. salt,
and pepper. Cover, cook 30 minutes more.
Stir cooked pinto bean mixture into lentil
mixture. Cool slightly. Add spinach at
last moment to just wilt. Add additional
water to desired consistency. 8 servings.

S

S

Recycling group forming. A
North Shore Recycling Advocacy and
Education Group is being formed. They
are looking for residents interested in
finding out more about their village
or city recycling programs, recycling
laws and recycling resources. The
overall goal is education, advocacy and
working cooperatively toward more
efficient and effective recycling in our
communities. If interested, please contact
Lisa Noble at (414) 963-9727 or at
macnoble@sbcglobal.net
Want to go sledding? Borrow our sleds
on snowy days. Want to take a quiet
hike through the woods? Snowshoes
are available for lending on weekends
and after 3 p.m. on school days (UEC
programming gets first priority). Watch
for future changes in our Equipment
Lending policy and procedures to improve
efficiency in our program.
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THE CITIZENS BEHIND THE SCIENCE

VOLUNTEER CORNER

continued from page 1

by Susan Winans, Volunteer Coordinator

service, running from mist-net to mist-net
to let us know if any birds were caught.
New volunteers start by observing; then
they learn how to put up and take down
equipment, record data and eventually learn
how to safely handle birds.
It is a requirement that all research in
Riverside Park use citizen scientists,
from snake surveys to habitat restoration
to mammal population studies. The
connection between the academic world
and the rest of us yields huge benefits.
Researchers gain access to reliable field
assistants, can increase their sampling areas
and data collection power and gain local
support from the community who can claim

ownership. Volunteers gain an education,
learn valuable research skills and experience
the natural world at a new level.
According to E.O. Wilson, “Scientific
natural history is one of the few endeavors
in which any interested person can make
original contributions to science… There
are just too many kinds of organisms [to
study] and too few professional scientists.”
The Urban Ecology Center attracts quality
research due to a dynamic group of Citizen
Scientists.
If you would like to participate in research
and are between the ages of one to one
hundred and twenty, please contact Tim
Vargo at (414) 964-8505, x116.

JAZZED ABOUT JOEY
continued from page 1

information to farmers about native trees,
thereby encouraging them to plant native
species rather than exotic ones. Natural
wonders she encountered were terrestrial
crabs, land-dwelling leeches and an array
of wild looking insects, including exquisite
iridescent beetles (which kept her German
entomologist colleagues buzzing throughout
their entire stay!) The highlight for her,
though, was joining a rice village for an
evening of games, traditional dance and
shared songs.
In Milwaukee, Joey
has been working for
the Milwaukee Public
Schools at El Puente,
a school that serves
diverse students,
primarily from lowincome families, who
are sometimes labeled
“at-risk” because of the
academic and personal
challenges they face.
Joey has been teaching
there for nearly nine
years, during which she accomplished her
Master’s degree in environmental education,
developed an Environmental Leadership
Corps of high school students, and used

environmental studies to tie together such
diverse content areas as physical education,
chemistry, biology, psychology and art.
Joey is not completely new to the Center.
Her students have regularly participated
in Urban Adventures programs and for
four years she has helped her students train
for and compete in the Teen Adventure
Challenge. Joey was promoted to
Assistant Director at El Puente because
of her exceptional teaching skills and
her ability to mentor other teachers. She
also serves on the
Wisconsin Association
for Environmental
Education board of
directors.
Joey looks forward to
the entrepreneurial
challenges that come
with starting a new
program. She also is
excited to connect with
the Washington Park
neighborhood students,
families and organizations. Please help
welcome her to the Center by volunteering
for a few hours on January 15th to assist
her in creating office and learning space in
Washington Park.

Washington Park project day!
Our new Washington Park Program
Manager, Joey Zocher, needs help
setting up our new office and classroom. We have set aside January
15th from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. as a volunteer work day to move and clean.
If you would like to help us on that
day, or if you’d like to be a volunteer
at our new site, please contact Beth,
964-8505 x103 or Joey,
jzocher@urbanecologycenter.org.
Help with Winterfest 2007!
Come help us celebrate the winter
season. Volunteers are needed to
supervise sledding, assist with snowshoeing and set up snow bowling!
Would you rather be indoors? Help
serve chili and hot drinks or lead a
children’s art project. Contact Jamie,
964-8505 x114, if you would like to
sign up for a shift or all day.
Snow shovelers and snow blower operators. Snowy days can be
busy days at UEC! We are looking
for several volunteers who would be
willing to either shovel or operate our
snow blower to help get our building
ready for the public on snowy mornings before 9 a.m. Call Kimberly,
964-8505 x150, if you would like to
be added to our list.
Morning kitchen helpers. Start
your morning at the Center with two
hours of light kitchen tasks. Prepare
the donated bakery snacks for our
visiting students, wash the hot cocoa
mugs and help us keep our kitchen
organized. Sign up for one or more
weekdays by calling Kimberly, 9648505 x150.
Painters needed. Are you a professional or wall-painting enthusiast?
We have some walls that would like
to meet your roller! Please contact
Kimberly Fein, 964-8505 x150, for
more information or to volunteer.
Save these dates! We will be
looking for volunteers to help us with
the following events: March 31st
- Community Supported Agriculture
Open House, April 21st - Earth Day,
May 12th - International Migratory
Bird Day and June 2nd - Teen Adventure Challenge.
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MAKING CONNECTIONS

SUMMER CAMP 2007

by Jess Mathewson, Environmental Educator

One never knows how a simple interaction
can manifest into something so much
bigger. Recently I had an experience that
I’d like to share with our members. My
role at the Urban Ecology Center is to teach
students about the environment and to
foster connections between the students and
the outside world. While I have been only
working at the Center for three months,
I have witnessed more than just these
connections being created.
At one of my recent classes with Clarke
Street School, I had a teacher excitedly greet
one of our wonderful volunteer teachers,
Stephanie Sandy. The teacher, Mrs. MillerAhmed, and her son attended the weekend
Ice Cream Social and participated in
Stephanie’s Yoga Kids demonstration. After
some fun and educational nature-based yoga,
Stephanie gave each student a small rock
and a marker. She had written the word
for peace in several languages on the chalk
board and encouraged the students to choose
one and write it on their rock. The boy
chose “Salam,” the Arabic word for peace.
When Mrs. Miller-Ahmed saw Stephanie in
my class, she pulled out the same rock that
her son wrote on and commented that she
carried it in her pocket every day. Stephanie
was touched by this gesture, as was I. After
sharing this experience with my coworkers,
another story about this young boy was
passed on to me.
During another
class trip, Mrs.
Miller-Ahmed
gave us a photo of
her son, Abraham,
creatively dressed
up as a butterfly!
(see right) Abraham
was inspired this
past summer after
attending the Early
Adventures summer
camp with his mom. After seeing his
teacher Susan dress up like a butterfly he
went home and created his own costume!
After hearing this story and realizing the
interconnectedness that the Center has with
its community, I can not wait for summer
camp! This summer we will hold camps
for students age three through high school.
Brochures and registration information will
be mailed to members and our partnering
schools by mid-January. Registration will
open at that time.

Brochures and registration information will be mailed to members and our partnering schools by mid-January. Registration will open at that time.

INQUIRY BASED EXPLORATION
Nature Explorers, completed grades 1 or 2
Session 1: June 25-29, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Session 2: July 16-20, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Session 3: July 23-27, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Outdoor Detectives, completed grades 3 or 4
Session 1: July 9-13, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Session 2: July 16-20, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Session 3: July 23-27, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Young Naturalists, completed grades 5 or 6
Session 1: July 16-20, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Session 2: July 30-August 3, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

SPECIALITY CAMPS
Early Adventures, for ages 3 and 4 accompanied by an adult
Session: August 6-10, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
EcoTots, for ages 4 and 5 by the start of camp
Session 1: July 9-13, 9:30 a.m. - noon
Session 2: July 9-13, 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Session 3: July 23-27, 9:30 a.m. - noon
Session 4: July 23-27, 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Trailblazers, completed kindergarten
Session 1: June 25-29, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (half day option)
Session 2: June 25-29, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (full day option)
Middle School Overnight Expedition, completed grades 7 or 8
Session: July 9-10, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. and July 11-13 (overnight)
Adventure Camp, completed grades 7 or 8
Session: July 30-August 3, Monday-Wednesday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Thursday & Friday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE WISCONSIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC
Instruments & Nature Exploration Camp, entering grades 1st - 4th
Session: July 30 - August 3, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Band and Orchestra Sampler Camp, entering grades 4th - 6th
Session: August 6 - 10, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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ASTRONOMY NOTES

MAGNITUDE

by Art Paque, community volunteer

Wishes for warm coats and clear winter skies
to everyone! Get ready for a great year of
skywatching. 2007 has several wonderful
shows planned for us including two total
lunar eclipses, a “Blue Moon”, and three
meteor showers unimpeded by the Moon,
the Perseids, Leonids and Geminids.
“The Notes” will also describe astronomical
terms used in the month’s column which
might not be familiar to some of the readers.
Magnitude will be covered this issue. It is
the number in parentheses following the
name of a celestial body, which indicates its
brightness (see sidebar).

JANUARY
January mornings will be decorated by Mars
(1.4) and Jupiter (-1.8) low in the southeast
and Saturn (0.2) low in the west. The
evening sky will reveal Venus (-3.9), then
Mercury (-1.2) for the last half of the month,
very low in the southwest.
On January 3rd the Quadrantid meteor
shower peaks at 11:00 p.m. Expect about
40 per hour, but viewing will be hampered
by the nearly full Moon in the northeastern
sky. Find Pollux (1.2) 2° to the upper right
of the Moon from 3-7 a.m. on the 4th. On
the 6th, Saturn (0.0) will be seen 3.5° above
the Moon after moonrise. Find Regulus
(1.3) 1° or less from the Moon. On the 11th

you can find Spica (1.0) 2° left of the Moon
from 4 a.m. until dawn. Look for Antares
(1.0) just 0.5° and Jupiter (-1.8) 5° above
the Moon after moonrise on the 15th. Find
Mercury (-1.1) 1.5° to right of the Moon at
sunset until Mercury sets on the 18th. On
the 20th, find the Moon 2° from Venus (-3.9)
at dusk until Venus sets. Look for Pleiades
(1.4) 2° from the Moon after dark on the
27th.
January’s Full Moon (known as the Full
Wolf Moon) is on the 3rd and New Moon is
on the 18th.

FEBRUARY
February mornings will greet viewers
with Mars (1.3) and Jupiter (-2.0) in the
southeast and Saturn (0.0) low in the
west, with the addition of Mercury (4.0)
in the east southeast by the 25th. Evening
skies will be charmed by Venus (-3.9) and
Mercury (1.3) (until the 20th) low in the
southwest and a second appearance by
Saturn (0.0) in the east.
On February 2nd find Saturn (0.0) 1° above
the Moon after moonrise. Look for Regulus
(1.3) 1° left of the Moon from 5:30 a.m.
until dawn on the 3rd. Find Mercury (-0.9)
6° below Venus (-3.9) after sunset until
Mercury sets 6:39 p.m. on the 4th. Find
Spica (1.0) 1.5° above the Moon after

WILLY’S WISH
by Sarah Rohe, School Program Coordinator

Having never seen snow, Willy Aguilar arrived from Costa Rica
hoping to experience snow. After spending the month of November
volunteering at the Urban Ecology Center, he was fortunate to
experience a blizzard on the day he was scheduled to return to the
tropics. Due to the weather, Willy also spent two additional days in
Wisconsin playing in the snow (see right).
Willy works as a naturalist guide for eco-tourists and school groups at
Tirimbina Rainforest Center in Sarapiquí, Costa Rica. As part of an ongoing partnership between the Center and Tirimbina, Willy spent the
month of November volunteering at the Center as the test-run of a staff
exchange between the two organizations. While he was here, Willy
learned about the many facets of the Center, gave Spanish classes to the
staff and helped with bilingual field trips.
In the near future we hope the Center will be able to send one of our
staff to volunteer at Tirimbina to complete the staff exchange.

Magnitude is the brightness of an
object in the sky. A Greek astronomer, Hipparchus, divided stars into
groups based on their brightness.
Ist Magnitude stars were the brightest, 2nd Magnitude slightly more
faint and so on to the faintest stars
he could see, 6th Magnitude. Later
measurements were more accurate,
and some 1st Magnitude stars were
much brighter than others; the scale
was extended into negative numbers
to accommodate this (0, -1, -2…).
The brightest star in the sky is Sirius,
at magnitude –1.4. Venus, the
brightest planet, is usually magnitude
–4, while the Full Moon is magnitude
–13.
moonrise on the 8th. On the 10th, look for
Saturn’s (0.0) closest approach to Earth.
Find Jupiter (-1.9) 6° above the Moon after
moonrise at 3:18 a.m. on the 12th. Look
for Venus (-3.9) 3.5° below the Moon after
sunset until Venus sets 7:46 p.m. on the
19th. On your way home from work (6:30
p.m.) on the 23rd, stop and find the Moon
1° above Pleiades (1.4). Then stop again on
the 27th to find Pollux (1.2) 1.5° above the
Moon.
February’s Full Moon (known as the Full
Snow Moon) is on the 1st and New Moon is
on the 17th.
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JANUARY - FEBRUARY CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS
Unless otherwise indicated, participants meet at the Urban Ecology Center, 1500 E. Park Place. Scholarships are available for all fee-based
programs. For general information call (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org Programs marked with an * are not accessible for
persons with physical disabilities. All others have limited accessibility. Call if you have accessibility concerns

SPECIAL EVENTS
ART SHOW OPENING

Sunday, January 7
2 - 4 p.m.
Exhibit open in the Community Room from
January 7 - March 23, on Sundays, noon - 2 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
View the works of local artists Ann Powell & Cindy Pawelski .
Ann’s oil on canvas landscapes reflect the mood of the place. Color
is her motivation and our Riverside Park is one of her favorite
subjects. Cindy is a photographer with a series of Lake Michigan
photos and its many moods.

WINTERFEST

Saturday, February 10
Noon - 4 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Celebrate winter at the Urban Ecology Center with all kinds of
winter fun! Sledding, snowshoeing, indoor crafts, music and more.
Have fun outside, and then warm up with a hot drink inside beside
the fire. Chili will also be available for sale.

HIGH SCHOOL EXPLORERS

URBAN ADVENTURES
Advanced registration required for all Urban Adventures.
Payment due at time of registration.
Call the Center at (414) 964-8505 to register at least two days
before the trip. Trips run as scheduled, rain or shine.

SNOWSHOE AT KETTLE MORAINE
Saturday, January 13
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
For adults & accompanied children ages 12 and older
Adults: $20 (Members: $15) Children: $15 (Members -$10)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Explore the hilly terrain of the Southern Kettle Moraine State Forest. Dress in
layers, wear sturdy and warm shoes, bring water and a lunch. Meet at UEC;
transportation provided. In the event of minimal or no snow we will hike.

SOUTHERN KETTLE CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRIP

INTRO TO CROSS COUNTRY SKIING

Monday, January 15
9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
For high school students
$25 (Members and Outdoor Leader Program alumni: $15)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Learn how to cross country ski on your day out of school! Bring an adventurous
spirit; we’ll provide the lessons and hot chocolate. Show up at 9:30 to be
fitted to your skis. We will leave at 10:00 am for the Lapham Peak trails.
Transportation, ski equipment and bag lunch provided. Brought to you by the
High School Explorers.

CROSS COUNTRY SKI AT KETTLE MORAINE

OWL PROWL
Wednesday, January 31
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For high school students
$7 (Members and Outdoor Leader Program alumni: $5)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Listen to recorded owl calls and discover what species live in Wisconsin before
we explore Riverside Park and adjacent areas to search for owls. Dress for the
weather. We will walk and stop along the path. The program ends with a hot
drink in front of the wood burning stove.

Sunday, January 21
1 - 3:30 p.m.
For adults & accompanied children ages12 and older
Adults: $15 (Members: $12) Children: $12 (Members -$9)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Learn how to cross country ski! Bring an adventurous spirit; we’ll provide
the skis and hot chocolate. We will begin on the athletic fields and then head
into the woods or down the bike trail.
Saturday, February 24
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
For adults & accompanied children ages 12 and older
Adults: $20 (Members: $15), Children: $15 (Members -$10)
State Park Trail Pass required for anyone 16 years or older.
Annual pass is $15; day pass is $4. These can be purchased
the day of the program.
Call to register, 964-8505.
Explore Southern Kettle Moraine State Forest on skis. Previous experience
cross country skiing highly recommended. Dress in layers, bring water and a
lunch. Meet at UEC; transportation provided. In the event of minimal or no
snow we will hike (trail pass not required for hiking).
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A D U LT L E A R N I N G
LIBRARY OF
SUSTAINABILITY
OPEN HOURS
Sundays
Noon - 2 p.m.
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505.
Remodeling, adding on, or building
a new home? Visit the Urban
Ecology Center’s sustainable library
for ideas that will beautify your home
while honoring the environment.
This is a hands-on environmentally
friendly library of sample products
for home construction and interior
decorating. During our scheduled
open hours there will be a resource
person available at the library.

UEC BOOKCLUB
Saturday, January 27 &
February 24
10 - 11 a.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505.
The Urban Ecology Center Bookclub
meets once a month to discuss an
environmentally themed book. Join
us for conversation and refreshments.
January: The Highest Tide by Jim
Lynch.
February: The Golden Spruce: A True
Story of Myth, Madness, and Greed by
John Vaillan.

ADULT
DISCUSSION
COURSE:
A SENSE OF PLACE
Wednesdays
January 17 – March 14
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults and
high school students
$20
Call to register, 964-8505.
Explore how decisions that we make
impact the earth through this nine
week discussion course. Participants
consider steps toward ecologically
sustainable lifestyles, communities
and organizations. The $20 fee
includes the Northwest Earth
Institute guide.

February 2 – 4
For adults
$100 plus lodging
(Members - $80 plus lodging)
Please contact Tim Vargo at
414-964-8505 x 116 for
information or to register.
Join Bill Mueller & Research
Coordinator Tim Vargo on a trip to
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula with its
wild country and deep snows. We’ll
search spruce bogs, jack pine plains
and other environments for wildlife
such as gyrfalcons, northern owls,
moose, wolves and crossbills.

RESEARCH
LECTURE SERIESCONSERVATION
OF WISCONSIN’S
THREATENED PRAIRIECHICKENS

RESEARCH LECTURE
SERIES - LIFE AND
RESEARCH IN
ANTARCTICA
Speaker: Dr. John Isbell,
Professor & Research Scientist,
Department of Geosciences,
University of WisconsinMilwaukee
Tuesday, January 9
7 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Members: free donations appreciated)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Dr. Isbell will discuss the physical
and biological environment of
Antarctica including the climate,
wildlife and life on an ice sheet. This
photographic journey will describe
a typical day of field research in this
harsh environmment.

UPPER PENINSULA
BIRD TRIP*

BIRD WORKSHOPS:
FLIGHT: ADAPTATIONS
& PHYSICS
Saturdays, January 27 &
February 17
January – 3 p.m.,
February – 3:30 p.m.
For adults
$10 (Members - $5), Free for
regular birding volunteers
Call to register, 964-8505.
We will examine the science behind
bird flight. How are birds able
to sustain flight with the extreme
metabolic demands that flight
imposes? A brief slideshow will be
followed by a twilight birdwalk to
the Milwaukee River. Binoculars
provided.
January: Adaptations & Implications
of Flight
February: Flight & Physiology

Tuesday, February 13
7 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Members: free donations appreciated)
Speaker: Dr. Peter Dunne,
Associate Professor,
Department of Biological
Sciences, University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Call to register, 964-8505.
During the past century, prairiechicken populations have declined
more than any other bird species in
North America, based on changes
in distribution. In Wisconsin, the
population has declined from over
30,000 to less than 1,500, leading
to reduced genetic variation and
reduced hatching success in small,
isolated populations. This fall 40
hens were captured in Minnesota and
released in Wisconsin as part of a plan
to restore genetic variation. This talk
will explain the history of prairiechickens and new efforts to save them
from extinction in Wisconsin.

ECOLOGY AND
SPIRITUALITY
DISCUSSION
Thursday, February 22
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505.
Have ecology and spirituality
anything to say to one another? Join
Rev. John Straussburger, Director of
the Religion and Ecology Initiative at
the Interfaith Conference of Greater
Milwaukee. Rev. Strassburger will
guide this participatory discussion
with personal reflections, dialogue,
shared responses and some content
from a Christian perspective. With
enough interest, future sessions could
branch out to explore other faith
perspectives. All religions welcome.

SUNDAY
AUTHOR SERIES:
NOTHING ROUTINE
Presented in partnership with
Harry W. Schwartz Bookshops
Sunday, February 25
3 - 5 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505.
Come to what we hope is the first
of a series of book talks by select
authors who have
a connection to
the Center either
through their
topic or locality.
Our first will be
hosted by author
Jon Helminiak
sharing thoughts on
his book, Nothing
Routine: A Quest For Discovery In
Remote And Strange Places. Nothing
Routine is a collection of travel essays
that spans four continents and five
different methods of travel. It is
a book for anybody who rebels
against mainstream tourism and
commonplace lifestyles! Jon
grew up in Milwaukee and spent
many of his summers at Camp
Manitowish. He is a good friend
of the Center, recently sharing time
with us on the PBS special Healthy
Life Styles, which was filmed
at the Center. We recommend
reading his book or checking out
www.nothingroutine.com beforehand
to enliven the discussion. You can
purchase a book at the Center or at
any Harry W. Schwartz Bookshop.
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FA M I LY P R O G R A M S
ANIMAL FEEDING TIME
Saturdays
1 - 2 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Help feed the Center’s resident turtles
and snakes as you learn about the
animals that inhabit the river valley.

SCIENCE SATURDAYS
AND SUNDAYS
Saturdays drop-in between
9:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Sundays drop-in between
12:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Discover the world of science
through interactive activities.
January: Snow. Learn about snow,
make art projects and then go outside
to sled and make snowmen.
February: Sound Waves.
Experiment with how sound waves
travel and learn about animals’
adaptation for hearing.

WARM UP IN THE TIPI
Sundays
2 - 3 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Enjoy a fire in the tipi after you
go sledding or walking through
Riverside Park.

LEARNING TO JUGGLE
Saturdays (series of 4),
January 13 – February 3
11 a.m. - noon
For ages 8 and older
$5 per person or $10
per family (Members: $3
per person or $10 per
family)
Call to register, 9648505.
Have you ever wished you
could juggle? Learn to
juggle with Keith! Over this
fun four weeks Keith will
teach the basics of juggling.
No experience is necessary.

FUNDAMENTALS
OF FLIGHT

DISCOVERY HIKE FOR
FAMILIES*

Sunday, January 14
1 - 2:30 p.m.
For everyone
$6 (Members: $4)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Have you ever wondered how birds
fly? Come learn the fundamentals
of flight through fun experiments.
Then we will go outside to observe
flight in action!

Sundays, January 28 &
February 25
1 - 2:30 p.m.
For children ages 3 and up
accompanied by an adult
$7 or $24 for families of four
or more (Members: $4 or $12
for families of four or more)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Discover nature in a guided walk
through the park with activities,
games and stories. In case of extreme
inclement weather, we will move our
hike inside.

JAM SESSION
Sundays, January 14 &
February 11
3 - 5 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Stop in and listen, dance, or join in
as musicians play in an acoustic jam
session. See article on page 10 for details.

FRIDAY FIRE
Fridays, January 19 &
February 16
7 - 9 p.m.
For everyone
$5 per person or $10 per
family (Members: free donations appreciated)
Call to register, 964-8505.
January: Dubious Brothers.
Guitars, banjos and harmonicas will
fill the room as this quartet plays old
and contemporary folk music.
Febuary: Mary & Joe Wacker. Join
Mary Wacker and her brother Joe
Wacker for old rock, folk and sing-along songs. This performance will be
fun for the whole family!

WIGGLE WHILE
THEY WORK: HOME
WORM COMPOSTING
WORKSHOP
Saturday, January 20
2 - 4 p.m.
For families with children 10 or
older
$10 per person, accompanied
children are free or
$25 per household if you want
to leave with a worm bin
Registration required,
call 964-8505.
Learn the art and science of worm
composting, the very best way to
dispose of food waste in the winter
time. We have created an easy to
build and maintain worm farm for
your home basement or garage . In
this hands-on workshop we will first
discuss worms and worm composting
then actually build the system.
You can leave with an active worm
composting system.

ANNUAL OWL PROWL*
Wednesday, January 31
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For ages 6 and up
$8 (Members: $5)
Learn about the characteristics and
habits of local owls, then head outside
to listen and look for owls. Dress for
the weather. We will walk and stop
along the path. The program
ends with a hot drink in front of the
wood burning stove.

SNOW CREATURES*

Thursdays, January 25 &
February 22
6:30 p.m.
Check movie ratings for age
appropriateness
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505.
Back by popular demand! Spend
a chilly night indoors near the fire
watching a movie on the big screen.
January: Finding Nemo (G)
February: Eight Below (PG)

Sunday, February 4
1 - 2 p.m.
For everyone
$5 per person
or $10
per family
(Members: $3
per person or
$10 per family)
Call to register,
964-8505.
Find out which creatures are active in
winter and then go outside to create
snow creatures. Go sledding and
then come in for cocoa by the fire.

ANIMAL TRACKING*

WINTER SURVIVAL*

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT

Saturday, January 27
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For ages 7 and older
$7 or $24 for families of four
or more (Members: $4 per
person or $12 for families of
four or more)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Winter is a great time to discover
what signs animals leave behind! We
will talk about animal signs, make
molds of animal prints and attempt
to track some animals in the park.

Saturday, February 17
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For ages 10 and older
$7 or $24 for families of four
or more (Members: $4 per
person or $12 for families of
four or more)
Call to register, 964-8505.
Join UWM’s wilderness survival
instructor, Chuck McBride, to learn
tips and information on how to enjoy
winter weather safely.
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INTEREST GROUPS

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

EARLY MORNING
BIRDWALKS

KNITTING
CIRCLE

Thursdays
8 a.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Interested bird watchers of all levels
are invited. Binoculars available.

Sundays,
January 14, 28 &
February 11, 25

UEC PHOTOGRAPHY
CLUB
Thursdays, January 4 &
February 1
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Explore nature in an artistic light and
develop new skills.

FRIENDS OF REAL FOOD
Wednesdays, January 10 &
Febuary 14
6 - 8 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
January: Earth Dinners™. Learn
about Organic Valley’s idea to bring
together family, friends and farmers
to celebrate Earth Day. At Earth
Dinner™ parties, participants share
stories about where their food comes
from and its connections to their
personal histories.
February: We’ll learn about the
2007 Farm Bill from Michael Fields,
Agricultural Institute speaker. Find
out the issues being considered by
Congress and how to get involved.

URBAN STARGAZERS
Thursdays, January 11 &
February 8
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Join us for stargazing.

URBAN ECHO POETS
Thursdays, January 11 &
February 8
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations appreciated
Our purpose is to observe and
experience nature, then to express
these observations in poetry and
essay. We will read and write and
appreciate poetry with images from
nature at its core.

3 - 4 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
If you are a new or an experienced
knitter, please come join us for coffee,
good conversation and knitting.

VEGETARIAN POTLUCK
Thursdays, January 18 &
February 15
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults and accompaied
children
Free - donations appreciated
Bring a plate and fork along with
your meatless dish to share at our
picnic style meal.

PATHS TO A
SUSTAINABLE
FUTURE
Tuesday,
February 20
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations encouraged
Call to register, 964-8505.
Concerned about the impact of
climate change and the end of cheap
oil on your community and family?
Join this new group focused on
solutions such as renewable energy,
relocalization, permaculture and
intentional communities. At our
first meeting we’ll discuss James
Kunstler’s book The Long Emergency.
Even if you haven’t read the book,
please join us for conversation and
to plan the direction of the group.
Childcare provided for additional fee.

SATURDAY STEWARDS
Saturdays
9 - 10:30 a.m.
For everyone, children ages
14 and under must be
accompanied by an adult
Free
Call to register, 964-8505.
Kick-off your weekend by
volunteering at UEC! We need
your help with small and large
projects inside and outdoors.
Everyone is welcome; ndividuals
and small groups, young and old.

BURDOCK BRIGADE
Tuesdays and
Saturdays, January 6 &
February 17
9 - 11 a.m.
For adults and accompanied
children
Free
Improve biodiversity in the park
by removing alien plant species.

VOLUNTEER
ORIENTATION
Saturdays, January 6,
February 3
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Tuesdays, January 23,
February 13
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations appreciated
Call to register, 964-8505.
Learn about the Center’s programs
and how to get involved.

WASHINGTON PARK
PROJECT DAY
Monday, January 15
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free
Call to register, 964-8505.
Help the
Urban
Ecology
Center set
up its new
offices in
Washington
Park. We
will be
cleaning,
organizing
and moving
furniture.
This is a
great way to
meet the new Washington Park
Program Manager.

NATURALIST WALKS
Mondays, January 8, 22 &
Febuary 12, 26
11 a.m. - noon
For UEC volunteers only
Free
Call to register, 964-8505.
Explore Milwaukee’s urban
wilderness and get to know other
volunteers and UEC educators on
the 2nd and 4th Monday of each
month. Build naturalist skills as
educators share their experiences
and skills on these fun and
informal walks.

URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER TOURS
WEDNESDAY WALK
WITH KEN
Wednesdays
9 a.m. - UEC Building
10 a.m. - Riverside Park
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations encouraged
Call ahead to confirm (414)
964-8505.
Explore Riverside Park and/or our
green facility with Executive
Director Ken Leinbach (staff
substitution on occasion).

BETH’S BUILDING TOUR
Wednesdays
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations encouraged
Call to register, 964-8505.
Explore our green facility with
Director of Education, Beth
Fetterley and learn about the
Center’s innovative educational
programming.
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EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN
by Jamie Ferschinger, Weekend Coordinator

“Music takes us out of the actual and whispers to
us dim secrets that startle our wonder as to who
we are, and for what, whence, and whereto.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson.
We often think of sound as a transient,
amorphous phenomenon that almost
invariably accompanies us as we walk
through life. We can easily tune out the
sound of cars honking, wind blowing,
phones ringing and fingers typing.
However, a string of sounds pieced together
has the potential to become music, the
perfume of hearing. Music is as thin as air
as it circles our heads, dives into our ears,
and dances on our tympanic membranes. It
is something without mass that cannot be
tasted, touched or seen. Yet music often has
the power to move the smallest of children
and the largest of men; it has the ability
to transcend sociocultural boundaries and

to bring people together. This invisible
strength is the magic of music.

captivated with the musicians and their
instruments.

The Urban Ecology Center seems an
inviting place for music. A song played on
the first floor easily fills up the second floor
and the adjacent office space. In an effort to
bring live music into the Center, we decided
to experiment with monthly jam sessions.

The music began and brought with it the
magic. Ted, Bob and Heather were talented
and entertaining and appeared to be
enjoying every note they created. I looked
around the Center to see smiles across
everyone’s faces. Families played games,
people sat by the fire, kids danced and
passersby milled around in no hurry to get
home. The room was filled with a beautiful,
vibrant energy. This is the same Center I
walk into everyday, yet somehow it felt so
different; the only change was that its spaces
were filled with music.

November was the first month of the
experiment. Ted, Bob and Heather walked
into the Center with a guitar, a banjo, a
lumberhorn and a fiddle. They walked
in to find five kids sitting in their chairs,
playing the seasoned instruments that hang
on the wall by our wood stove. As the kids
began to get up, Ted called to them, “No,
don’t get up, you can play with us.” The
kids’ faces lit up and they were instantly

Where does music get its strength to
transform a room? I don’t know, but I am
happy and thankful to be pervaded by its
strength. Join us on the second Sunday of
each month for this amazing experience.

CAPTURING THE SUN
continued from page 1

in Wisconsin! By the end of January,
when this system is fully operational, we
should have no electricity bill ever again
… a savings of $13,000 a year! Not bad.
A solar cell is a thin slice of a carefully
grown silicon crystal. Once the fragile
glass-like crystal slice is cut, the crystal is
doped with two layers of impurities (one
more positively charged and one more
negatively charged) to turn the crystal into
a semiconductor, a device that directs an
electric charge. Then an extremely thin
capillary system of wires is affixed to the
cell. When a photon (or particle) of sun
light hits the silicon it is absorbed. Free
electrons (negatively charged particles)
are knocked loose by the photon from
their silicon atoms and the doping of the
crystal forces these free electrons to flow
up through the thin layer of crystal into the
wires. When the sun is shining, electrons
keep getting knocked loose and pushed
into the wires, which, in turn, continually
produce a small direct current (DC) of
electricity. Electricity is captured and flows
through each capillary into larger veins of
wires which are combined with yet larger
wires from other nearby cells. Cells then are
wired together in a series of cells (16 cells
each in our panels), which are combined
with more clusters to make a full panel.
Panels then can be linked together to make

TOTAL AREA REQUIRED FOR A PHOTOVOLTAIC
POWER PLANT TO PRODUCE THE TOTAL
ANNUAL ELECTRICAL DEMAND
J.A. Turner, “A Realizable Renewable
Energy Future”, Science, 285, p5428, (1999).

a solar array like that you will see on our the
roof. The larger the array, the more energy
is produced.
The direct current produced then feeds
into a device called an inverter that splits
the direct current into AC or alternating
current, the kind used in our homes.
Now it should be noted that to produce
pure silicon and create a solar cell takes
quite a lot of energy. A solar cell needs
to produce power for three to five years in
order to produce enough energy to make
another solar cell (in sustainability lingo

this is called its embodied energy). This
sounds like a long time, but remember,
once made the solar cells are guaranteed
to produce power for 25 years and are
likely to be producing power for upwards
of 50 to 100 years before the UV waves of
sunlight finally break down the chemical
makeup of the cell. When this happens,
however, the silicon cells are completely
recyclable and can be melted down and
turned into a fresh crystal! By contrast
when you use up oil, its gone.
The cool thing about solar power is that
once installed, there is nothing more you
need to do. There are no moving parts
and practically no maintenance. Every
time the sun comes out, electricity is
made. Another amazing thing is that
silicon, the building block of solar energy,
makes up a full 25% of the earth! Sand,
granite, mica, quartz … all are made
primarily of silicon, so we are not likely to
run out any time soon.
Come visit the Center on a sunny day
toward the end of January and you can see
our system in action (assuming that there is
no snow on the roof).
For a very hopeful analysis and conclusion about our
current energy crisis visit SolarDecade.com and download
the very inspiring keynote presentation by Dan Aiken,
The Great Energy Transition.
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THANK YOU FROM THE CENTER
COMMUNITY
PARTNERS

GIFTS IN
MEMORY OF…

Beans & Barley
beansandbarley.com
Brewcity Bruisers
brewcitybruisers.com
Cambridge Woods
Neighborhood
Association
cambridgewoods.org
Harry W Schwartz
Bookshops
schwartzbooks.com
David Hobbs Honda
davidhobbs.com
The Jansen Group
jansengroup.com
KG Marketing & Bag
kgbag.com
La Lune Collection
lalunecollection.com
Lake Park Friends
lakeparkfriends.org
McDill Design
mcdilldesign.com
Murray Hill
Neighborhood
Association
Noodles and Company
noodles.com
Outpost Natural Foods
outpostnaturalfoods.coop
Plymouth Church
plymouth-church.org
Promotional
Products Association
ppaw.org
Someone’s in the Kitchen
lynnerhyan@wi.rr.com
Trek Bicycle Corp.
trekbikes.com
We Energies
we-energies.com
Wheel & Sprocket
wheelandsprocket.com

Merrill Finesilver
- Matt & Sara Finesilver
Ronald Mann
- Elizabeth Mann
Elizabeth Teicher
- Judith Banzhaf

FOUNDATIONS /
CORPORATIONS
Eaton Corporation
Green Tree Garden Club
Stevens Family
Foundation
United Water
US Fish & Wildlife Service
Windhover Foundation

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
Bayshore Lutheran Choir
- Dulcie Shoener
Toni Reetz
- Charla Reetz

ANNUAL FUND
DRIVE DONORS
We’d like to thank
everyone who renewed their
membership, began a new
membership or purchased a
gift membership during our
fund drive. Your generosity
is an important part of the
Center’s support. Below are
the people who gave above a
membership.
Patty & Gary Ahrens
Jeff & Heather Anthony
Eva & Tony Baez
Stacey & RJ Bast
David & Jill Baum
Mary & James Bellore
Nicole Bickham & Lance
Weinhardt
Christy & William
Breihan
Joan & Ron Cook
Francis & Jacqueline
Dettloff
Debby Dreyfus &
Jim Lemke
Gloria Foster
Donald & Barbara
Gilmore
Mary Gissal
Jean & Ray Groh
Luke & Vicki Groser
Jean & Nathan Guequierre
Philip & Connie Hardacre
David & Margarete
Harvey
Ralph & Margaret
Hollmon
Gae & John Kelly
Martha Davis Kipcak &
Family
Ronald & Mary Koeppl
Donna Lee
Bill & Missy Levit
David & Beth Lindsey
Cecelia Lucas
Christine Lucas
Mary E. McAndrews
Margaret & Michael
McGuire
Jonathan, Donna & Ellie
Moberg
Linda & Pat O’Hara
Joel Ottenstein
Mark Pfaltzgraff &

Tracy Wilkins
Ron & Robin Pirrallo
Lavonne Rau
Charla Reetz
Ann Ross MacIver
Bill & Eva Rumpf
Lorette Russenberger
Judy Saichek
Nick Schroeder
Judith Grace Scott
James & Patricia Sherry
Dale Snider
Marc, Bonnie & Milo
Tasman
Carol Tishler
Angela Tornes & Mark
Budnik
Dorothy K. Vallier
Mary Vandenberg &
Keith Mardak
Wayne Wolski
Maria Zanoni

DONORS
We’d like to thank
everyone who renewed their
membership, began a new
membership or purchased a
gift membership. Due to space
constraints we are unable to
list everyone, but please realize
that your generosity is an
important part of the Center’s
support. Below are the people
who gave above a membership.
Mitchel Alexander
Paul Anderson
Marc Andraca
Judith S. Banzhaf
Chris Beimborn
Mary Brooks
David & Diane Buck
Murph Burke
David Ciepluch
Leanne Demuijnck
Marge Goetsch
Robert Gramann
Dennis Grzezinski &
Jane Porath
Susan & Lee Jennings
Helen Kittsley
Linda A. & Jerry R.
Klimowicz
Randi L. & Warren L.
Kreunen
Jane LeCapitaine
Robin Leenhouts
Dennis Mack
Andrew B. Martin &
Janet Trostel Martin
Karen & Dale Nook
Rebecca North &
Adolph Paul
Jennifer Ondrejka
Jim & Gwen Plunkett

David & Kris Reicher
Julie Revane
Janet Slater
Cynthia & Warren
Sommer
Doug Stahl & Family
Nancy & Dan Vogel
Dr. Roberta S. Wallace
Ann & Peter White
Lori Zahorodny &
Robert Meidl

IN-KIND
DONATIONS
Chris Beimborn – paper
shredder, sweatpants,
pencils
George & Melanie Bezold
– plastic chairs & table
Jewel Dhuru –
display board
Downer Hardware –
seed packets
David Feener – bird seed
Emmely Gideon – books

Dennis Grzezinski –
paper shredder
Bill Humphreys –
coffee maker
Betty Koch –
paper shredder
Nate Kraucunas – books
Robin Leenhouts
– binoculars, workbook
James Maurer – bike
MEC Middle School –
wood duck house
Pat Morris –
wood chipper
Pat Mueller –
Audubon singing bird
Tom Nelson –
bike helmet, lawn edger
Judy Saichek – firewood
Mary Lou Stebbins–
volleyball net
Fran Swigart –
paper shredder
Angie Tornes - bike
Sarah Weltzien
– handmade drum
Pat Wilmeth –
shell collection

Weekends are fun at UEC! Above: Girls make
s’mores in the woodstove. Below: A future musician
enjoys the UEC Jam Session.

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY TODAY!
MEMBERSHIP
Membership benefits include discounts on programs, invitations to
members only events events, the ability to borrow our equipment,
a one year newsletter subscription and more.
For information, visit our website at www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org.

Choose one:
 Family ($35)
 Student ($12)
Financial assistance is available. Please call Ginger Duiven, Development
Manager at x106 or gduiven@urbanecologycenter.org. for details.

DONATION

(IN ADDITION TO MEMBERSHIP)

Please accept my gift to support:

A community program ($50)
One half day for a school class ($125)
One full day for a school class ($250)
A Citizen Science project ($500)
Improved Riverside Park trails ($1,000)
A school for one year ($3,000)
Other $____________

Total Enclosed

________________________________________

Address ________________________________________
City

________________________________________

State/Zip _________________________

 Individual ($25) includes guest









Name

$ ___________________

Phone

________________________________________

Email

______________________________________

 I would like to volunteer. Please contact me.

Charge my membership to:  Master Card  Visa
Card Number _______ - ________ - _______ - _______
Expiration Date _______/_______
Signature ______________________________________
Date ____________________
Please make your check payable to:
Urban Ecology Center and return
it with this form to:
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

ENJOY WINTER WITH GAMES, SLEDDING,
CRAFTS, HOT CHOCOLATE AND CHILI,
EVEN IF THERE IS NO SNOW!

WINTERFEST IS FEBRUARY 10!
Riverside Park
1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, WI 53211

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Milwaukee, WI.
Permit
No. 5190

URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER PROGRAMS

7

11a

10a

9:30a

11a

M O N D AY
UEC Closed

Naturalist Walks

High School
Explorers:
Southern Kettle
Cross Country
Ski Trip
Washington Park
Project Day

Naturalist Walks

29

22

15

8

1

9a

T U E S D AY
Burdock Brigade

Burdock Brigade

Life and
Research in
Antarctica

Burdock Brigade

Burdock Brigade

Volunteer
Orientation

Burdock Brigade

30

23

16

9

2
Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

W E D N E S D AY

10a

3

17

24

31

Beth’s Building Tour
High School
Explorers:
Owl Prowl
Annual Owl Prowl

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

Beth’s Building Tour

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

Beth’s Building Tour
Adult Discussion
Course: A Sense
of Place

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

Beth’s Building Tour
Friends of Real Food:
Earth Dinners™

10

Beth’s Building Tour

9a
10a

5:30p
6p

9a
10a

5:30p
6:30p

9a
10a

5:30p

9a
10a
5:30p
6:30a

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

5:30p

9a

8a

Birdwalk

7p

F R I D AY

Friday Fire:
Dubious Brothers

5

26

19

12

Friday - Saturday 9a-5p,

4

18

11

7p

Urban Stargazers
Urban Echo Poets

Birdwalk

7p
7p

25

Family Movie Night:
Finding Nemo (G)

Birdwalk

Vegetarian Potluck

Birdwalk

6:30p

8a

6:30p

8a

8a

Urban Ecology
Center Photo Club

T H U R S D AY

Holiday Hours: January 2-6 9a-5p; January 7 noon-5p

6:30p

9a

9a

7p

9a

9a

Contact the Center for details (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org. Hours: Monday - Thursday 9a-7p,

S U N D AY

Science Sundays
(every Sunday)
topic: Snow

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours
Discovery Hike
for Families
Warm up in the Tipi
Knitting Circle

28

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours
Intro to
Cross Country Skiing
Warm up in the Tipi

21

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours
Fundamentals
of Flight
Warm up in the Tipi
Jam Session
Knitting Circle

14

Noon Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours
Art Show Opening
2-4p
Warm up in the Tipi
2p

Noon
1p
2p
3p
3p

Noon
1p
2p

Noon
1p
2p
3p

6:30a

JANUARY 2007

Sunday 12 noon-5p

S AT U R D AY

9a
9a

1p

13
Saturday Stewards
Snowshoe at
Kettle Moraine
Learning to Juggle

Animal Feeding

6

11a

Animal Feeding

Science Saturdays
(every Saturday)
topic: Snow
9a
Burdock Brigade
9a
Saturday Stewards
10:30a Volunteer
Orientation

1p

20
Burdock Brigade
Saturday Stewards

Animal Feeding
Animal Tracking
Bird Workshops:
Adaptations &
Implications of Flight

27
Saturday Stewards
UEC Bookclub:
The Highest Tide by
Jim Lynch

Animal Feeding
Wiggle While They
Work: Home Worm
Composting
Workshop

9a
9a

1p
2p

9a
10a

1p
2p
3p

URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER PROGRAMS

11a

11a

M O N D AY

Naturalist Walks

Naturalist Walks

26

19

12

5

9a

6:30p

9a

7p

6:30p

9a

9a

T U E S D AY

Burdock Brigade

Burdock Brigade

Volunteer
Orientation
Conservation of
Wisconsin’s
Threatened
Prairie-chickens
Burdock Brigade

Paths to a
Sustainable Future

Burdock Brigade

27

20

13

6

W E D N E S D AY

Beth’s Building Tour

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

5:30p

7

14
9a

21

Beth’s Building Tour
Friends of Real Food:
2007 Farm Bill
Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

Beth’s Building Tour

10a

Beth’s Building Tour

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

28

5:30p

9a

5:30p

10a

9a

5:30p
6p

10a

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

10a

9a

8a

Urban Ecology
Center Photo Club

Birdwalk

Birdwalk

Urban Stargazers
Urban Echo Poets

8a

7p
7p

Birdwalk

F R I D AY

Upper Peninsula Bird Trip
February 2 – 4

7p

Sunday 12 noon-5p

S AT U R D AY

Animal Feeding

Science Saturdays
(every Saturday)
topic: Sound Waves
9a
Burdock Brigade
9a
Saturday Stewards
10:30a Volunteer
Orientation

1p

Animal Feeding

24
Cross Country
Ski at Kettle Moraine
Saturday Stewards
UEC Bookclub:
The Golden Spruce:
A True Story of Myth,
Madness, and
Greed by
John Vaillan

Animal Feeding
Winter Survival
Bird Workshops:
Flight & Physiology

17
Burdock Brigade
Saturday Stewards

Winterfest
Noon - 4 p.m.
Animal Feeding

10
Saturday Stewards

1p

9a
10a

9a

1p
2p
3:30p

9a
9a

1p

9a

3

FEBRUARY 2007

2

9

23

Friday Fire:
Mary & Joe Wacker

16

Friday - Saturday 9a-5p,

1

8

22

Movie Night:
Eight Below (PG)
Ecology and
Spirituality Discussion

Birdwalk

Vegetarian Potluck

8a

6:30p

8a

6:30p
7p

15

7p

T H U R S D AY

Contact the Center for details (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org. Hours: Monday - Thursday 9a-7p,

S U N D AY

4

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours
Discovery Hike
for Families
Warm up in the Tipi
Sunday Author
Series:
Nothing Routine
Knitting Circle

25

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours
Warm up in the Tipi

18

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours
Warm up in the Tipi
Jam Session
Knitting Circle

11

Library of
Sustainability
Open Hours
Snow Creatures
Warm up in the Tipi

Science Sundays
(every Sunday)
topic: Sound Waves
Noon
1p
2p

Noon
2p
3p
3p

Noon
2p

Noon
1p
2p
3p
3p

