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THE RIPPLE EFFECT OF A GOOD IDEA
by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

In the beginning our question was
“How do we reclaim a crime ridden
park in the middle of the city?” The
answer? Clean up the park and use
it – a lot. It worked. In the years
before we incorporated (1991),
crime in Riverside Park was much
higher than the city average; today it
hardly even shows up in city crime
records, (see chart on right). This
change did not happen overnight.
The metamorphosis was gradual and
needed the help of many dedicated
community members.

How do you get schools to participate?
Answer: Involve them in the program
design and make it teacher friendly.
How do you get students to the park?
Answer: Secure alternative fueled vans
from the local utility.
How does the program get funded?
Answer: Get written into school
budgets, find business sponsors to
cover the rest and develop a strong
community membership program.

So now that we’ve achieved a certain
level of success, urban communities
are looking at their parks and
asking, so how did this all happen in
Milwaukee? Some questions include:
How do you use a park that has gone wild? Answer: Turn the park
into a learning laboratory for local school children.

These questions and many, many more
were not just answered intellectually,
but over a period of years have been
implemented and tested. As each
problem has been solved, our program
has become stronger and, without
our being fully aware of it, a unique model for urban environmental
education evolved. Suddenly we find ourselves at a very exciting
moment in time.
Continued on page 3

EXTENDING OUR REACH

CLEANING SOLUTIONS

by Beth Fetterley, Director of Education

by Kimberly Fein, Rental and Facility Coordinator

If we could create the best
possible scenario for urban
environmental education, every
city in the world would have an
ecology center in its community.
City dweller walking from
their homes could explore a
healthy green space. Within
these communities, hordes of
environmentally responsible
adults would serve as mentors
to thousands of children,
encouraging free play and nature
exploration.

Moving from an 1,350 square-foot portable classroom to a
20,000 square-foot building complete with windows, kitchens
and bathrooms presented us with a new set of challenges. At the
trailer, the staff took turns doing chores, chores that became hard
to complete as our programs grew. We needed to figure out how
to keep our beautiful building clean and maintained on our limited
non-profit budget. A need for green maintenance has evolved into
an opportunity to build partnerships with local organizations.
Mario Costanini at La Lune Collection in Riverwest came through
by connecting us to Esther Santoyo. Esther works hard for 25 hours
a week but we soon learned that we needed even more help. To
achieve our cleaning and maintenance goals, we use the help of two
part-time employees from the Senior AIDES Program and two fulltime employees from the New Hope Project.

We are taking a small step
toward this vision. In fall
of 2007, students from the

The Senior AIDES Program, or Senior Community Service
Employment Program, operates under Title V of the Older
Americans Act. It is funded by Senior Service America, Inc. and is
Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4

2

DROPLETS

WISH LIST
If you have a donation for the Center, please call
Judy Krause, x102.

S
River Reflections is created and distributed
through a team effort by the following
people: Carijean Buhk, Ginger Duiven,
Judy Krause, Pat Mueller, Shirley Spelt and a
volunteer mailing crew.
Contributing writers: John Clancy, Ginger
Duiven, Kimberly Fein, Beth Fetterley, Ken
Leinbach, Art Paque and Susan Winans.
River Reflections is a publication of the
Urban Ecology Center. The Urban
Ecology Center is a 501(c)3 tax exempt
nonprofit organization. Its facility and
programming are made possible through
the generous annual contributions of 50
foundations and corporations, over 1800
member and donor families and many inkind donors. No tax dollars are used to
operate the Urban Ecology Center.
To make a contribution, please see page
12 for the easy to use form or call Ginger
Duiven at x106.
The Urban Ecology Center is a
neighborhood-based, nonprofit community
center located in Milwaukee's historic
Riverside Park. Using this living laboratory,
the Urban Ecology Center: Provides
environmental education programs
to neighborhood schools, Promotes
environmental awareness in the community,
Preserves and enhances the natural
resources of Riverside Park, and Protects the
Milwaukee River.
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Urban Ecology Center
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
(414) 964-8505
Fax: (414) 964-1084
uec@urbanecologycenter.org
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org
Hours of operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
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Amazing visit. The Center welcomed
Mayor Michael Coleman from Columbus,
Ohio, and a team of 30 elected officials,
parks personnel, business leaders, board
members, supporters and staff from the
Ohio Audubon Society. The presentation
featured Mayor Tom Barrett, Alderman
Michael D’Amato, Milwaukee County
Parks Director Sue Black, Milwaukee
Public Schools Administrator and
former Science Curriculum Specialist
Mary Staten, Schlitz Audubon Nature
Center Executive Director Buffy Cheek,
Riverside High School student Roger
Coleman, O.W. Holmes Elementary
School teacher Janet Mayes, UEC
Executive Director Ken Leinbach,
Lynde Uihlein, and Susie Kasten from
the UEC Advisory Council. During the
presentation, Mayor Coleman and Mayor
Barrett received garden stones made and
presented by students from Maryland
Avenue Montessori School. The stones
will be placed at the Urban Ecology
Center and the new Columbus center.
We are pleased to announce that the
Center has been added to the Schwartz
Gives Back program. The Harry W.
Schwartz Bookshops has donated over
$382,000 to Milwaukee area organizations
through Schwartz Gives Back. Choose
the Center as your organization and 1%
of your purchase is donated to support our
programs. This is a perfect way to make
your gifts extend beyond the holidays.
Contact any one of their area stores for
more information or sign up online at
http://www.schwartzbooks.com.

• Minivan (7 passenger minimum)
• Ballpoint pens
• Coffee maker
• File cabinets (sturdy, 2-drawer)
• Firewood
• Garden hoses
• Gently used sweatpants
• Hoe
• Kayak
• Paper shredder
• Portable outdoor sound system
with microphones
• Professional weed whacker
• Step stools
• Unwanted CDs for art project
• Vacuum cleaner
• Wood chipper

S

S
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UEC Jam Session! For your listening
pleasure the Center will be experimenting
with live acoustic music on the second
Sundays in November and December
from 3-5 p.m. Stop in to listen to talented
musicians play in an acoustic jam session.
Green thumb. Our beautiful indoor
plants make our building greener and full
of life. Thanks to all of you for donating
these treasurers. Can't tell a weeping
fig from a hibiscus? Want to learn how
to care for a Dragon Plant? Thanks
to the detailed research of volunteer
Katherine Needham, each of our plants
have identification signs that include its
country of origin and care instructions.
Many thanks. The next time you visit
the Center, check out the sturdy set
of stairs built on the west side of our
building to access the starting level of the
40-foot climbing wall. Thanks to Jason
Baughman of Troop 194 and his crew of
volunteers for the design and construction.
Congratulations, Jason, on achieving your
Eagle Scout rank!

Give a stylish green gift! Give a UEC
t-shirt. The comfortable, durable shirts
are made from organic cotton and dyed
and printed using a unique water-based
technique that doesn’t contain PVC or
phthalates. Available sizes are: Toddlers
2-6T in Natural - $10 each, Youth S,
M, L in Flat White - $10 each, Adult
S-XXL in Flat White or Brown - $15
each. Purchase one at the Center’s store
in the lobby. While you shop for shirts,
check out the variety of items for purchase
including jewelry, books, coffee and more.

The Center will be closed:
November 23 and 24
December 24 and 25 and
January 1

Thank you to Tim Risch Landscaping
for all the help in preparing the sites near
our new climbing wall and art sculptures.
We couldn’t have completed these projects
without your assistance! Call Tim at 5304050 if you have landscaping needs.

Winter break hours:
December 26-30: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
December 31: Noon - - 5 p.m.
January 2-6: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
January 7: Noon - - 5 p.m.

UEC HOLIDAY HOURS
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THE RIPPLE EFFECT OF A GOOD IDEA
continued from page 1

VOLUNTEER CORNER
by Susan Winans, Volunteer Coordinator

October 4 2006: The morning was cold
with rain coming in sheets. The driver of
the bus was given permission to drive out to
the tarmac to meet the jet from Columbus,
Ohio. It was on the bus that we met the
Mayor of Columbus, the Executive Director
of the Columbus Audubon Center, the
CEO of Grange Insurance, the head of the
Columbus Park System, Bob Milbourne
of the Columbus Partnership (remember
him? He used to head our city’s Greater
Milwaukee Committee) and 25 other
movers and shakers from Ohio. They were
visiting our fair city of Milwaukee not to go
to the casino, not to visit our world famous
art museum, nor even to see the exquisite
new Discovery World Museum. No, this
high powered group flew in specifically
to visit the Urban Ecology Center, to see
first hand the unique manner in which we
connect tens of thousands of urban students
to nature each year.

We learned recently that folks in Baltimore
hope to create a program from our model
and another center may be blossoming
in Granville, Ohio. We have had talks
and visits from New York City, Phoenix,
and Seattle to name a few. We’ve even
had inquisitive visits from as far away as
Bucharest and Panama City. Closer to home
we’ve helped advise people who are planning
centers in La Crosse, Beloit and Menasha.

They also visited our colleagues to the north
at Schlitz Audubon Nature Center. Why?
Because they would like to create a program
in the heart of their city replicating the best
aspects of our projects here in Milwaukee.
Who would have thought that the dream
derived from the neighborhood 15 years ago
to solve a crime problem in Riverside Park
would lead to the model program that we
have become?

Every school in the world – preschool, grade
school, high school, and college – had an
outdoor laboratory that was used as much as
their gymnasium or computer lab.

It was a proud moment for the Urban
Ecology Center and one that you as a
supporter should take pride in as well. This,
however, appears to be just the beginning.
There are many cities out there with a lot of
underused parks and a tremendous number
of students who are hungry to get outside.

This is the world we envision. While it may
seem naïve, there seems to be no harm in
trying to realize this vision. To learn about
how more urban students will be reached
right here in our own city, read Beth’s
article, starting on page one, about what is
planned for Washington Park!

th

I close with this thought.
Imagine if …
Every child in the world had the
opportunity to explore the natural world
every day of every season of every year of
their life.
This same child had an interested friend or
mentor in their life to explore with them,
modeling respect for the land.

Every neighborhood in the world had
a nature based community center – an
ecology center - as part of the fabric of the
community.
Imagine what the world would be like …

Gift wrappers needed! Schwartz
Bookshop on Downer Avenue has
given us the opportunity to wrap
gifts for their customers during
November and December, with all
tips supporting the Center. We need
volunteers to fill shifts at the store
Saturday afternoons in November
and December, as well as evenings
the week of December 18th. Please
contact Ginger at x106 or Susan at
x110 to sign up.
Come light up Riverside Park!
Our annual Candlelight Walk is
Saturday, December 16th. We need
volunteers to fill and light luminaries
in the park, guide participants
through the lit forest, greet visitors,
maintain the fire at the Center and
clean up at the end of the event.
Please contact Jamie at x114.
Run an errand for the Center!
Mondays and Wednesdays we are
still in need of volunteers to pick up
donated bakery from the Alterra on
Prospect around 8:30 a.m. Also,
once a week we need a volunteer
to run to Hoffers Tropical Life Pets
on 76th and Good Hope to pick
up donated food for our animals.
If you find yourself out in these
areas regularly, please consider
volunteering and call Susan at x110.
Are you an experienced tiler?
Call Kimberly Fein at x150, and
find out how you can volunteer for a
small project.
Do you have experience
working on bikes? We need help
with minor repairs and ongoing
maintenance of our fleet of bikes.
Call Judy Krause at x102 to help.

Columbus' Mayor Michael Coleman shares his excitement over the Urban
Ecology Center and the future Audubon Center with Mayor Tom Barrett.

Another successful Fall Festival
thanks to over 70 volunteers who
came out on a beautiful fall day! We
couldn’t have scooped the ice cream,
belayed the climbers, painted the
children’s faces, or offered any of
the other activities without you! An
estimated 1200 attendees enjoyed
the festivities. Thanks!
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EXTENDING OUR REACH
continued from page 1

Washington Park neighborhood will be able
to participate in the Urban Ecology Center’s
Neighborhood Environmental Education
Project. These students will explore
Washington Park, another of Milwaukee’s
Frederick Law Olmsted parks. Washington
Park is a nearly 135 acre home to a wide
diversity of birds, wildlife, vegetation and a
community of people looking to revitalize
their neighborhood. For those of you who
know the Center’s history, this should sound
very familiar. Just as our neighborhood
rallied to revitalize Riverside Park,
preserving it from crime and neglect, the
community at Washington Park has invited
us to join their team working to revitalize
Washington Park.

WHY WASHINGTON PARK?
In 2004, a team of students from UWMilwaukee’s Geography Department
(Peter Strand, Wen Lin and Jayoung
Cho) assessed green spaces in Milwaukee,
using criteria we identified as keys to our
success in Riverside Park. In their final
assessment of the best green spaces for urban
environmental education, Washington
Park topped this list. Then, in trying to
figure out what to do with the trailer that
housed the Center before our building,

an idea surfaced to move it to start a new
program. While the condition of the
trailer was more conducive to recycling
by pieces rather than the whole, the seed
was planted with Sue Black, Director of
Milwaukee County Parks. We were invited
to meetings with County Parks, Lisbon
Avenue Neighborhood Development, Local
Initiative Service Corporation, Neighbors
United for Washington Park, Washington
Park Partners, and the Washington Park
Beat. Within six months, $600,000 of
start-up funds donated by Harley Davidson,
Miller Brewing, Windhover Foundation
and Trinity Foundation jumped the concept
from an idea to a reality.

WHOM WILL WE SERVE FROM
WASHINGTON PARK?
Currently, the Neighborhood Environmental Education Project serves schools within
two miles of Riverside Park. By focusing
our education efforts on the neighborhood,
area kids build on their field trip experiences by dropping in after school and on
weekends. This way we develop relationships with our students in order to help
them deepen their connection to their park
and the natural world. Since this format has

worked so well, we will do the same for students attending schools within two miles of
Washington Park. Since Washington park
is four miles from Riverside Park, we will
have seamless coverage from Lake Michigan
all the way to Wauwatosa. Very exciting!

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN
FOR RIVERSIDE PARK?
Logistically, the Urban Ecology Center
will continue to operate as it has been in
Riverside Park. The satellite program in
Washington Park provides a small stream
of revenue to help cover the start-up and
oversight costs to the “mother ship” in
Riverside Park. In terms of our vision, this
project is our first “field test” for a model
we think can be replicated throughout the
county and around the world. We hope that
the wonderful support garnered from you,
our community of members, volunteers and
donors in Riverside Park, will be replicated
by our new neighbors in Washington Park.
We are still looking for a dynamic,
community-minded educator for this new
site. If you are interested or have any
questions or comments about the project,
please feel free to contact me at x103 or
bfetterley @urbanecologycenter.org.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS
continued from page 1

currently locally administered by Milwaukee
Jobs for Progress, Inc. An individual must
be at least 55 years old and meet income
qualifications to become a Senior AIDE
trainee. Their mission is to assist seniors
with training and temporary employment.
Both our Senior AIDES have one year
assignments at the Center.
Our second partnership is with the New
Hope Project. The Center became a
transitional job site to give participants
work experience while they continue their
search for permanent employment. The
New Hope Project subsidizes for up to four
months the wages of individuals who may
not have a proven work record. Over the
past year we have worked with five New
Hope individuals, two who are working
with us now.

Next time you are in the Center, look
around and just imagine keeping this
building and its grounds clean, orderly
and safe. With nearly 50,000 visits every
year, we couldn’t do it without this group
– thanks to them, our building shines!

•

Anthony Hampton, our second Senior
Aide, started in August. He has
extensive janitorial experience so is a
great addition to the cleaning staff.

•

Daviene Smittie does a wide variety
of handyman and maintenance tasks
for the Center. He also sets up rooms
for classes and events. Often the
same room is reset three times in the
same day! Smittie’s talent for doing
this work efficiently has made him
invaluable. He is currently studying to
become an alcohol and drug counselor.

•

Clifton Rice makes sure the Habitat
Playground and the grounds around
our building are clean and safe. Clifton
is studying through COA to get a
welding certification in order to obtain
a permanent position.

Meet our maintenance and custodial team:
•

Esther Santoyo got us well on our way
to a clean and shining facility. Esther
helps our bilingual education staff
practice Spanish as she practices her
English. She has three wonderful girls
who are frequent visitors to the Center.

•

Toni Colla, our first Senior Aide, started
in January as our kitchen aide. Prior
to coming to the Center, she was an
assistant at the Washington
Park Senior Center.
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ASTRONOMY NOTES

VEGA

by Art Paque, community volunteer

There will be fun in the skies, so go out
and enjoy the cooler evenings. Make some
hot chocolate and stargaze! The Leonid
and Geminid meteor showers are coming in
November and December respectively. The
gorgeous Pleiades have two engagements
with the Moon in December, an occultation
(during which Pleiades will be hidden
behind the Moon) on the 3rd and a
conjunction (when they are really close to
each other) on the 31st to close out the year.
November 2006

All month Saturn rises near midnight in the
east-northeast and by 6 a.m. will be about
60˚ up in the south-southeast. Mercury will
be very low in the east-southeast during the
last half of the month, rising about 6:25
a.m. There will be no naked eye planets in
the evening sky.
Mercury is in inferior conjunction and
begins transit of the Sun at 1:13 p.m on
November 8th. Telescope and eye protection
needed. On the 13th; Saturn is 1° above the
Moon and the bright star Regulus (1.3) 1˚
below Moon at 1 a.m. The Leonid meteor
shower will be active from the 14th - 21st;
Watch in the east after midnight, higher
and to the south later. On the 18th-19th the
shower peaks at 20 per hour with a possible
burst (100/hour) before dawn. On the 25th
Mercury is at its greatest elongation at 20°
west of the Sun. Elongation is the greatest
angle between the planet and the Sun as
viewed from Earth. Good time to view
Mercury is after it rises at 5:09 a.m.

Full Moon (known as the Full Beaver Moon)
is on the 5th and the New Moon is on the
20th.
December 2006

For you early risers, Mercury will be very
low in the southeast until midmonth. Mars
and Jupiter will be extremely low in the
southeast. Saturn will be about 55˚ up in
the southwest at 6 a.m.
Venus will be very low in the southwest
shortly after sunset and Saturn will rise
about 9:30 p.m. in the east-northeast.
On December 3rd the Moon occults the
Pleiades star cluster (M45) in east after
sunset. Occultation starts at 7:05 p.m. and
reappearance at 9:07 p.m. Do not miss
the rare and exceptional conjunction of
Mercury, Mars and Jupiter, visible before
sunrise December 7th – 12th, peaking on the
10th. On the 10th find Saturn 1˚ to lower
right of Moon, bright star Regulus 5˚ to
left, very high in southwest before sunrise.
Geminid meteor shower peaks on the 13th.
Look in northeast after 9 p.m. and higher
and more to the south later. Expect 60-70
per hour. You’ll be able to watch until the
Moon interferes around midnight. Bright
star Spica is 0.5° north of the Moon on 15th.
Look low in east-southeast after 3 a.m. Find
Jupiter and Mars 6° to the left of the Moon
on the 18th. Look low in the southeast
before sunrise. Winter Solstice is on the
21st. The Moon will be within 1˚ of the

Vega, located in the constellation
Lyra, is the fifth brightest star in the
sky with a magnitude of 0.0. It is
blue white in color and part of a
formation (asterism) known as the
Summer Triangle. It passes almost
overhead at our latitude. The other
two stars in the Triangle are Deneb
(1.3) and Altair (0.8). Rember that
very bright objects have negative
magnitudes. For example the full
Moon has an apparent magnitude of
−12.6 and the Sun has an apparent
magnitude of −26.73.
Vega means “eagle” or “vulture” in
Arabic, referring to the constellation’s
other form. The Greeks viewed the
constellation as a harp (kithara) and
have much mythology surrounding it.
Asian cultures also have many stories
relating to Vega’s constellation.
Vega can be found in early November 60˚ above the horizon, directly
west at 7 p.m. It is easily the brightest star in this part of the sky and is
accompanied by Deneb, above and
slightly to the right and Altair left and
also slightly above.
Pleiades before they set in west-northwest
about 4:45 a.m. on the 31st.
Full Moon (known as the Full Long Nights
Moon) is on 4th. The Moon will pass nearly
overhead, 74˚ above the horizon. The New
Moon is on the 20th.

FROM THE BOARD
by John Clancy, President, UEC Board of Directors

I am honored to follow Lorraine Jacobs’
footsteps as president of the Urban Ecology
Center Board. I first want to thank Lorraine
for her fantastic and tireless service as Board
president. Lorraine served as president
during a time of tremendous and positive
growth for the Center.
I would also like to thank the other
outgoing members of the Executive
Committee - Anne Steinberg as secretary
and Mark Sandy as treasurer. In particular,
because Anne is stepping off the Board, I
want to note Anne’s long-time service and
dedicated work on numerous projects for

the Center. She has retired from the Board
to focus her efforts on leading the Friends
of Real Food group that operates out of the
Center.

with the Center’s leadership staff, worked
intensely this past spring and summer to
develop a long-term strategic plan for the
Center.

I also want to welcome the new members of
the Executive Committee. Jennifer Bolger
will serve as Vice President, a role that
she held previously. Our new secretary is
Jeff Anthony and our new treasurer is Jeff
Geygan.

This plan focuses on efforts to ensure the
long-term sustainability of the Center and
to strengthen the committees that perform
the critical work of the Board. While we
have all been thrilled with the tremendous
and positive growth of the Center over the
last few years, we think that it is equally
important to make sure that the Center can
maintain that new growth with a long-term
plan for fiscal sustainability. I will update
you as we continue to work on these goals.

As president, I hope to continue Lorraine’s
great work and leadership of the Board and
the Executive Committee. In particular,
the Executive Committee, in combination
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NOVEMBER - DECEMBER CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS
Unless otherwise indicated, participants meet at the Urban Ecology Center, 1500 E. Park Place. Scholarships are available for all fee-based
programs. For general information call (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org Programs marked with an * are not accessible for
persons with physical disabilities. All others have limited accessibility. Call if you have accessibility concerns

SPECIAL EVENTS
OPEN CLIMBS ON OUR
NEW 40-FOOT CLIMBING WALL!

Saturday, November 4
10 a.m. - noon
Saturday, November 11
2 - 4 p.m.
Saturday, November 18
2 - 4 p.m.
For everyone ages 6 & up.
Partcipants under 18 years of age must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian
Adult: $15 (Member: $12)
Child: $12 (Member: $9)
Space is limited. Reservations required.
Try out the Center’s awesome new climbing wall. We provide basic instruction
and belayers. Dress for the weather and wear close-toed shoes.

SE2 AWARD SHOW

November 8 - December 29
In the Community Room
Exhibt and Sustainability Library open Sundays, noon - 2 p.m.
The SE2 awards honor leadership in sustainably designed and energy efficient
construction projects in Wisconsin. View past honoree's architectural designs
and explore the Center's Sustainability Library, a resource for healthy, ecofriendly building materials, interior finishes and furnishings. Be inspired by
these green buildings as you plan new ways to build or remodel.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

Wednesday, November 15
6 p.m.
For all volunteers
Free
Please RSVP by November 3rd
to Kimberly Fein, (414) 963-0166.
Come and enjoy a homemade meal prepared and served by those who appreciate
all of your service - the Urban Ecology Center staff! Meet other volunteers and
celebrate your accomplishments from the past year.

CANDLELIGHT WALK

Saturday, December 16
7 - 9 p.m.
Walks leave every 15 minutes starting at 7 p.m.,
music begins at 8 p.m.
For all ages
Free-donations encouraged
Celebrate the Winter Solstice! Explore Riverside Park by candlelight with a
guided walk accompanied by poetry and readings of the season. After the walk
return to the Center to warm yourself by the fire. Enjoy apple cider, snacks and
music with Harvey Taylor and Don Pardee.

Strong kids
climb to the top
of our new 40
foot climbing
wall. This wall,
generously
funded by
the Reiman
Foundation, was
opened at our
Fall Ice Cream
Social. See
schedule at left
for open climbing
times this fall.
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A D U LT L E A R N I N G
SEARCH FOR SWANS
Saturday, November 11
5:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
For adults
$30 (Members: $25)
Call to register
On this trip we will search for
migrating Tundra Swans. The
location will be determined by the
location of the swans at the time
of the trip but we will likely head
toward the Green Bay area. We will
stop for food along the way or you
can bring a bag lunch. Register early
and call Tim at x116 for details.

ADULT BIRDING
WORKSHOPS
Sunday, November 12
3 p.m. &
Saturday, December 9
2:30 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Member: Free donations encouraged)
Call to register
B-rrrrding in the winter can be
extremely rewarding. We will start
with a slideshow presentation of
identification tips and natural history
followed by a twilight walk.
November: Blackbirds
December: Finches

SANDHILL CRANES AT
JASPER PULASKI
Monday, November 13
9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
For adults
$30 (Member: $20)
Call to register
Each fall
tens of
thousands
of sandhill
cranes
congregate
in the
shallow
marshes of
the JasperPulaski
Wildlife
Area in
Indiana to reinforce pair bonds.
Travel with Center staff to witness
one of the Midwest’s most amazing
wildlife spectacles. Bring a bag lunch
for a picnic at Indiana Dunes State
Park. On our return we will stop for
dinner at a restaurant along the way.

WILD MUSHROOMS
OF WISCONSIN

ECOLOGY AND
SPIRITUALITY

Speaker: Alan Parker, Professor
of Mycology and Botany, UW
- Waukesha.
Monday, November 13
7 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations encouraged
Call to register.
Join us for a slide lecture covering
a wide variety of fungi found in
various habitats throughout the state.
Popular mushroom
field guides will
be discussed, and
the most easily
identified wild
edible species (with
tips on how to
find them) will be
covered.

Facilitator:
Dr. John Strassburger, Program
Director, Religion and Ecology
Initiative, Interfaith Conference
of Greater Milwaukee
Thursday, November 16
7 - 9 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations encouraged
Call to register
Have ecology and spirituality
anything to say to one another?
We will explore this potential
and possible ongoing dialogue.
Participants will be guided into
personal reflections. All religions
welcome.

WHAT’S IN YOUR
BACKYARD?
The Emergence of
Ecosystems Dominated by
Exotic Plants
Speakers:
Joe Mascaro, Ph.D. Candidate
and Stefan Schnitzer, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Biological Sciences, UW-M
Tuesday, November 14
7 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Member: Free donations encouraged)
Call to register
We’ve all heard horror stories of
garlic mustard drowning our beloved
wildflowers and zebra mussels
devouring boat motors. Recently,
however, two surprising revelations
have shaken the field of invasive
ecology to its core. Join us for a tour
of world ecosystems that are a bizarre
product of furious human meddling
and cold ecological laws.

GREEN ARCHITECTURE:
DESIGNING
SUSTAINABLE
BUILDINGS
Discussion led by:
James Wasley,
Associate Professor of the
UWM School of Architecture
and Urban Planning, Charles
Simonds, Architect, The Kubala
Washatko Architects
Thursday, November 30
7 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$10 (Member: $5)
Students - $10
Call to register
Green building design can reduce
a structure’s operating cost and
environmental impact while
increasing public and occupant
health. This panel discussion will
explore the patterns and principles
of Green design, present challenges
and opportunities within the design
process, define standards and ratings
for Green-built structures and
examine local case studies.

STUDENT INTERN
RESEARCH PROJECTS
Speakers: Local students who
have completed research
through UEC
Tuesday, December 12
7 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Member: Free - donations
encouraged)
Call to register
This program will highlight student
research projects conducted in
Riverside Park throughout the year.
Each student will present a short
summary of their work.

CHRISTMAS BIRD
COUNT
Saturday, December 16
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
$5 donation to National
Audubon Society
Call to register
Join thousands of volunteers around
the world for the annual Christmas
Bird Count. Data we collect is used
for an international database to look
at bird population trends. We will
hike from UEC north to Capitol
Drive along the east bank of the
Milwaukee River, stopping for a
quick brunch and returning along
the west bank to North Avenue and
back. Follow us to Lake Park in the
afternoon for refreshments and more
birding. Please dress for a long hike.

HIGH SCHOOL EXPLORERS
LATE NIGHT STARGAZING
Friday, November 17
7:30 p.m. - midnight
For high school students
$10, scholarships available
Parental permission required
Call to register
Join other High School Explorers for a fun evening at Kohler Andrae State Park. Snacks and hot chocolate keep us warm
as we relax, tell stories and watch shooting stars over Lake Michigan. Participants ride in the Center’s 15 passenger van
and can be dropped off at home around midnight.
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FA M I LY P R O G R A M S
FRIDAY FIRE
Friday, November 17
7 - 9 p.m.
7 p.m. - Younger audiences
7:45 - Popcorn and s’mores
8:15 - For all ages
For everyone
$5 per person or $10 per
family (Members: Free donations encouraged)
Call to register.
Will Branch is a charismatic
guitarist who doubles on banjo and
plays great traditional music (old
timey, country blues, Cajun).

DISCOVERY HIKE FOR
FAMILIES
Sundays, November 19 &
December 17
1 - 2:30 p.m.
For children ages 3 and up
accompanied by an adult
$7, families of 4 or more: $24
(Members: $4, families of 4 or
more: $12)
Call to register.
Discover nature in a guided walk
through the park with activities,
games and stories.

TEEPEE TALES AND
TRADITIONS
Saturday, November 25
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For all ages
$7, families of 4 or more: $24
(Member: $4, families of 4 or
more: $12)
Call to register.
Join us for an afternoon in the teepee!
Listen to stories about the Native
American harvest, make art projects
and pop some popcorn over the fire.

DRAWING POCO THE
PARROT-CHILDREN’S
DRAWING WORKSHOP
Sunday December 3
1 - 2 p.m.
For kids ages 7-12
$5 (Member: $3)
Chaperones attend free.
Learn to draw a real live parrot with
artist Kristin Gjerdset! Poco is a bird
with lots of personality and color who
loves to be the center of attention.
Basic colored pastel drawing
techniques will be taught, as well as
some facts about parrots.

INTEREST GROUPS

RIVERSIDE ANIMALS
IN WINTER

EARLY MORNING
BIRDWALKS*

Sunday, December 10
1 -2:30 p.m.
For all ages
$7, families of 4 or more: $24
(Member: $4, families of 4 or
more: $12)
Call to register.
Learn about the animals of Riverside
Park and how they prepare for winter
while you meet some of the animals
in our native animal room.

Every Thursday
8 a.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations encouraged
Interested bird watchers of all
ability levels are invited to join us in
exploring for bird life. Binoculars
available.

HOLIDAY WEEK AT
THE CENTER

Thursdays, November 2 &
December 7
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations encouraged
Explore nature in an artistic light and
develop new skills.

December 27 - 29
9 am - 5 pm
For all ages
Free - donations encouraged
Looking for something to do with
you family over the holidays? All
ages can relax by the wood burning
stove, explore the building, borrow
sleds (weather permitting) and learn
about how our local animals survive
the winter. Each day at 1 p.m. we
will lead a snowshoe hike (weather
permitting, registration required).

SCIENCE SATURDAYS
AND SUNDAYS
Saturdays and Sundays except
December 24
Saturdays drop-in between
9:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Sundays drop-in between 12:
30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations encouraged
Discover the world of science
through interactive activities.
November: Exploring your
Senses. Use your senses to explore
the world around you. Make art
projects and try a variety of activities
using your five senses.
December: Wonderful Water.
Learn about the wonders of water.
Try some experiments and make art
projects!

ANIMAL FEEDING TIME
Saturdays
1 - 2 p.m.
For everyone
Free - donations encouraged
Help feed the Center’s resident turtles
and snakes as you learn about the
animals that inhabit the river valley

URBAN ECOLOGY
CENTER PHOTO CLUB

FRIENDS OF REAL FOOD
Wednesdays, November 8 &
December 13
6 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations encouraged
Call to register.
Join us in sharing a potluck dinner
and enthusiastic, informative
discussion.
November - Eating Locally, pt. 2.
After viewing the short video The
True Cost of Food, we’ll continue
our discussion of why and how to
eat locally. We’ll share resources and
brainstorm ways we can join together
to make a difference as consumers.
December - How to Choose
the Food We Eat. Do you know
where your food comes from? How
do you make choices about what to
eat? For example, is organic always
better? Are farm or wild raised fish
better? What ethical criteria do you
use in choosing the food you eat?
The discussion will be led by group
members who’ve read The Way We
Eat: Why Our Food Choices Matter by
Peter Singer and Jim Mason.

URBAN STARGAZERS
Thursdays, November 9 &
December 14
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations encouraged
For adults
November: Buying a Telescope.
Thinking of buying a telescope for
the holidays? The Urban Stargazers
will give a short presentation
with buying tips followed by an
opportunity to stargaze with our
telescopes to help you make a
decision.
December: Pizza Party! Celebrate
the holidays with the Urban
Stargazers. Clear winter nights
provide ideal viewing conditions
with the added benefit of being able
to warm up by the fireplace.

URBAN ECHO POETS
Thursdays, November 9 &
December 14
7 p.m.
Free - donations encouraged
Our purpose is to observe and
experience nature, then to express
these observations in poetry and
essay. We will read and write and
appreciate poetry with images from
nature at its core.

VEGETARIAN POTLUCK
Thursdays, November 16 &
December 21
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults and
ccompanied children
Free - donations encouraged
Bring a plate and fork along with
your meatless dish to share at our
picnic style meal.

UEC BOOKCLUB
Saturdays, November 25 &
December 16
10 - 11 a.m.
For adults
Free - donations encouraged
Call to register.
The Urban Ecology Center Bookclub
meets once a month to discuss an
environmentally themed book. Join
us for conversation and refreshments.
November: Into the Forest
by Jean Hegland
December: A Natural History of
the Senses by Diane Ackerman
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URBAN ADVENTURES
Advanced registration required for all Urban Adventures.
Payment due at time of registration.
Call the Center at (414) 964-8505 to register at least two days before the trip.
Trips run as scheduled, rain or shine.

MILWAUKEE RIVER
HISTORY HIKE*

MILWAUKEE RIVER FULL
MOON HIKE*

Saturday, November 18
9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
For adults & accompanied
children ages 12 & up
Adult: $10 (Member: $8)
Child: $7 (Member: $5)
Call to register.
Revisit the rich history of the
Milwaukee river corridor: industry,
development, the North Avenue
Dam and restorative ecology. Walk
through the legacy of Frederick Law
Olmsted’s parks. We stop for a break
and hot beverage at the Flushing
Station (Alterra on the Lake).
Approximately 4 miles. Wear sturdy
shoes and dress for the weather.

Monday, December 4
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults & accompanied
children ages 12 & up
Adult: $8 (Member: $5)
Child: $5 (Member: $3
Call to register.
Hike paths
along the
Milwaukee
River under
the Full Cold
Moon. We’ll
walk a 5 mile
loop from the
Center up to Capitol Drive and down
to Caesar’s Park. Dress warmly, wear
sturdy shoes and bring a flashlight.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!
COSTA RICA ADULT
ADVENTURE TRIP
Trip Dates
February 28 March 12, 2007
Information
Session
and
Slide Show:
Thursday,
November 16
7 - 8:30 pm
For adults
Free - donations
encouraged
Register by calling Dana at
(414) 961-1622

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
SATURDAY STEWARDS*

NATURALIST WALKS*

Saturdays
9 - 10:30 a.m.
For all ages, children 14 and
under must be
accompanied by an adult
Individuals and small groups
welcome.
Please call the Center to
register so we know how
many volunteers to expect.
Kick-off your weekend by
contributing your skills and energy
to the UEC and Riverside Park. On
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays you will
work with the Burdock Brigade to
steward the natural area. On the 2nd,
4th and 5th Saturdays, you'll help with
a variety of projects.

Mondays, November 13, 27 &
December 11
11 a.m. - noon
For UEC volunteers only
Free - donations encouraged
Call to register.
Explore
Milwaukee’s
urban wilderness
and get to know
other volunteers
and Urban
Ecology Center
educators on
the 2nd and 4th
Monday of each
month. Build
naturalist skills as educators share
their experience and skills on these
fun and informal walks.

VOLUNTEER
ORIENTATION
Tuesday, November 28
6:30 - 8 p.m.
Saturdays, November 4 &
December 2
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free
Call to register.
Learn about the Center’s programs
and how to get involved.

BURDOCK BRIGADE*
Every Tuesday
and Saturdays, November 4,
18 & December 2, 16
9 - 10:30 a.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free
Improve biodiversity in the park by
removing alien plant species.

URBAN ECOLOGY
CENTER TOURS
WEDNESDAY WALK
WITH KEN
Wednesdays
9 a.m. - UEC Building
10 a.m. - Riverside Park
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations encouraged
Call ahead to confirm.
Explore Riverside Park and/or
our green facility with Executive
Director Ken Leinbach (staff
substitution on occasion).

BETH’S BUILDING
TOUR
Wednesdays
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations encouraged
Call to register.
Explore our green facility with
Director of Education, Beth
Fetterley, and learn about the
Center’s innovative educational
programming.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
If you or your group have a program to share with others,
give us a call and we’ll consider listing it in this section.

FORESTRY EDUCATION
IN THE WISCONSIN
K-8 CLASSROOM
WORKSHOP

Instructor: Sarah Gilbert
Urban Ecology Center
Friday, Dec. 1
4:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 2
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
$25
To register visit http:
//www.uwsp.edu/cnr/
leaf/Courses/740/
index.htm#overview
Provided in cooperation with
UWSP’s College of Natural
Resources, the Wisconsin
Center for Environmental
Education, and the Wisconsin
DNR - Division of Forestry.
This workshop highlights
principles, activities, and
techniques for teaching about the
importance of Wisconsin’s forests.
Participants receive a unit of the
LEAF Wisconsin K-8 Forestry
Lesson Guide and additional
forestry-related education
materials. NRES 740 – graduate
credit available.

OUTPOST EXCHANGE
ALTERNATIVE
GIVING FAIR
Urban Ecology Center
Sunday, Dec. 3
1 - 4 p.m.
Look for more information
in the November and
December issues of the
Exchange, at any Outpost
Natural Foods store location
and local publications. Or
call (414) 431-3377, x114.
For those looking for an alternative
to the holiday hype, The Exchange
and Outpost Natural Foods
offers a feel-good way to fill that
stocking through tiered giving to
non-profit organizations. Local,
national and international nonprofits will offer gifts in various
amounts, memberships to their
organizations and the opportunity
for you to give in honor of a loved
one. For as little as $5 or as much
as $100 you will get a gift card
and the satisfaction of knowing
that your hard-earned money is
going to support someone in need.
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PLEASE DON'T SKIP MY ARTICLE
by Ginger Duiven, Development Manager

It’s hard to believe two years have passed
since we moved from our leaky classroom
trailer into our new building. With
our second fiscal year at an end we are
delighted by the continued growth in our
membership, program attendance and
interest from people all over Milwaukee and
even other parts of the country.
Since I am not a teacher I don’t get to spend
my work day outside with our school kids. I
spend most days working inside the Center.
You wouldn’t believe the variety and volume
of activity inside!
When I arrive in the morning it’s common
to find Roger, a freshman at Riverside High
School, hanging out with us before school
starts. I will probably see Roger and his
friend Shawn again after school. Roger sits
on the couch doing his math homework
while Shawn offers his abilities a volunteer.
Later in the day I am likely to find a group
of patients from Columbia St. Mary’s
hospital. This group comes to the Center to
relearn and gain confidence in walking on a
variety of floor surfaces, opening doors and
sitting in many chair heights.
It is also common to meet grandparents
pushing strollers through our front doors.
When I visit with them I learn that they are
babysitting and looking for places to visit
and things to do. A couple times a week we
see Frank with his 3 year-old granddaughter
Allia. Frank suffered a stroke a few years
ago and doesn’t work but he does help his
daughter by caring for Allia. They walk
over from Frank’s house nearby. Allia likes
to look for fish in the pond and explore
the first floor with her grandpa. With no
admission fee we encourage people to use
our building used in these unexpected but
welcomed ways. This is what it means to
me to be a community center.
This fall we are completing our growth
plan for our Neighborhood Environmental
Education Project (NEEP) to serve up
to 33 schools, the maximum number of
schools our facility can accommodate. Some
schools have doubled their commitment by
contracting for 48 instead of the usual 24
field trips. Here are a few other specifics
about our second year in our new building
that really show our continued growth. The
Center had 46,472 visits from children and
adults during the last year. This is 35%
more visitors than last year. Over 5,600 of
these visits were from drop in visitors like

Frank and Allia. We had 60% increase
in the number of kids in our summer
camp program. The Center’s membership
stands at over 1,800 contributing member
households a 20% increase from last year!
All of this growth and these planned and
unexpected uses make supporting the
Center a great investment. Essentially every
dollar you give makes it possible to deliver
more services to kids, families, members,
neighbors and the community. As the
end of the year and the season of giving
approaches, please remember that making
a year-end charitable gift to the Urban
Ecology Center is a great investment and
can be beneficial to you in many ways.
•

Share your support by giving gift
memberships to friends and family. Find
a form to use for gifts to the right. As a
way of thanking you for supporting our
gift membership program, when you give
multiple gifts, the first membership is
regular price but you will get $5 off the
price of each additional membership.

•

Your gifts of cash are always appreciated
and put to use right away. Your gift may
be deductible on your personal income
taxes. Use the form on the back of the
newsletter or watch your mailbox for our
Annual Fund Drive letter.

•

•

Gifts of stock may receive a double tax
benefit: you can deduct the full fair market
value of appreciated stock, if owned for
more than one year, and you can save
again by avoiding all capital gains taxes
on the “paper profit”. For assistance in
transferring stock, please contact Judy at
x102.
A planned gift – whether a bequest in
your will, a beneficiary designation on
your insurance policy or retirement plan,
or the establishment of a charitable trust
– will help the Center far into the future.
To discuss planned giving options, contact
Judy at x102 or Ginger at x106.

The Center needs your support. During
this season of giving we hope you will give
generously. With your help we can do even
more to give children a chance to experience
and love nature. You can count on us to
keep our doors open seven days a week
to welcome neighborhood kids from our
partnering schools as well as Frank and Allia
looking for a free and fun outing. Thank
you for supporting our efforts to unite our
environment and community.

GIVE THE GIFT OF AN
URBAN ECOLOGY
CENTER MEMBERSHIP!
Your name _________________________
Address ___________________________
City ______________________________
State __________ Zip _____________
Email _____________________________
Phone _____________________________
Recipient name _____________________
Address ___________________________
City ______________________________
State __________ Zip _____________
Email _____________________________
Occasion __________________________
Requested date to deliver ______________
Choose one:
 Individual membership ($25)
 Family Membership ($35)
Send the announcement card to:
 me  my gift recipient
Recipient name _____________________
Address ___________________________
City ______________________________
State __________ Zip _____________
Email _____________________________
Occasion __________________________
Requested date to deliver ______________
Choose one:
 Individual membership ($25 $20)
 Family Membership ($35 $30)
Send the announcement card to:
 me  my gift recipient
Total Enclosed $___________________
Checks should be made payable to
Urban Ecology Center.
Charge my membership to:
 Master Card  Visa
Card # ___________________________
Expiration Date ___________
Signature __________________________
Please print and return this form to: Urban Ecology
Center, 1500 E. Park Place, Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
53211. If you'd don't wish to cut out this form, visit our
website at www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org.
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THANK YOU FROM THE CENTER
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Beans & Barley
www.beansandbarley.com
Brewcity Bruisers, LLC.
www.brewcitybruisers.com
Cambridge Woods
Neighborhood Association
www.cambridgewoods.org
Harry W Schwartz Bookshops
www.schwartzbooks.com
David Hobbs Honda
www.davidhobbs.com
The Jansen Group
www.jansengroup.com
KG Marketing & Bag Co, Inc.
www.kgbag.com
La Lune Collection
www.lalunecollection.com
Lake Park Friends
www.lakeparkfriends.org
McDill Design
www.mcdilldesign.com
Murray Hill
Neighborhood Association
Noodles and Company
www.noodles.com
Outpost Natural Foods
www.outpostnaturalfoods.coop
Plymouth Church
www.plymouth-church.org
Promotional
Products Association
www.ppaw.org
Someone’s in the Kitchen
lynnerhyan@wi.rr.com
Trek Bicycle Corp.
www.trekbikes.com
We Energies
www.we-energies.com
Wheel & Sprocket
www.wheelandsprocket.com

SCHOOL PARTNERS
Academy of Learning and
Leadership
Atwater Elementary School
Aurora Weier School
Dr. Brenda Noach Choice
Carver Elementary School
Cass Street School
Catholic East Elementary
Clarke Street School
Downtown Montessori
Elm Creative Arts

Escuela Fratney
Franklin Pierce Elementary School
Golda Mier
Harambee Community School
Hartford Avenue School
Holmes School
Hope Christian Schools
Lake Bluff Elementary School
Lincoln Middle School
Lloyd St. School
Maryland Ave. Montessori School
Milwaukee Education Center
Riverside University High School
Roosevelt Middle School
Sarah Scott Middle School
Sharon Academy
St Marcus School
St. Robert School
Urban Day School

FOUNDATIONS /
CORPORATIONS
Anonymous Family Fund
Helen Bader Foundation
Brico Fund
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
– George F. & Janet K. Kasten
Family Fund
Hinrichs Foundation
Jane B. Pettit Foundation

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
Jill McRoberts
- Gina McRoberts

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF…
Judith Kott
- Carolyn Kott Washburne
Deanna Gutschow
- UEC Birding Club

CHALLENGE GRANT
DONORS
Anonymous
Patricia Acha & Mark Kishler
Mary Allegre
Marc Andraca
W. Paul & Deanna C. Andre
Else Ankel
Nicole Bickham & Lance
Weinhardt
Joan Brenk
Mark Brickman
J. Gerann Capku

Jeff Cartier
Dennis & Jean Casper
Brian Christoffel
Ginger Duiven
Clayton & Lissa Eggie
John Florsheim
Margot Fuchs
Henry & Barbara Fuldner
Craig Gebauer
The Gissar-Gaudynski Family
Dr. James & Marjorie Henderson
Peter & Sue Hitler
Nancy Hindin & Bill Wiener
Carole Hoefs
Skip & Paula Hoffmann Family
Joan & Jon Jacobs
Mary & Charles Kamps
Marge Kieckhefer
Judy Knight & Al Rank
Joan K. Krueger
John & Martha Lunz
Carolyn Maruggi
Joyce & Brian Miller
Laura Mueller
Mary Louise Mussoline
Katherine & Robert Murray
Jefren Olsen
Virginia Palmer
Jeanette Peltier
Ron & Robin Pirrallo
Larry & Jeanne Prochnow
Miriam Reading & Richard Miller
Bill & Eva Rumpf
Karen Samelson
Stephanie Sandy & Allan
Montezon
Phyllis Santacroce & Phil Godkin
Al Sherkow & Deb Hartman
James Shields & Joy Peot-Shields
Michelle Simonson
Carol Skornicka
Mary B. Smith
Diane Strauss
William & Nicole Teweles
Mr. & Mrs. David Uihlein Sr.
Carolyn Washburne
James & Sarah Weltzien
Katie West & Richard Sankowitz
Diane Wright
Maria Zanoni
Bettie Zillman

FALL ICE CREAM SOCIAL
DONORS
Keith Armstrong and Friends
Juggling
Bayside Garden Center

Beans and Barley
Bella’s Fat Cat
Children's Outing Association
The Chocolate Factory
Lyn Falk
Friends of Real Food
Future Green
Great Lakes Earth Institute
Growing Power
Holly Haebig and Harvey Taylor
Klement’s Sausage
Kopp’s Frozen Custard
Milwaukee Environmental
Consortium
North Hills Country Club
The Park People
River Revitalization
The Running Rebels
Stephanie Sandy

DONORS
Constance Arnosti
Eva & Tony Baez
Lisa Becker
Stephen R. & Pamela S.
Bednarczyk
Richard Birch & Elisa Castellon
Cheri & Thomas Briscoe
Mary Brooks
Bill Christofferson & Karen Borgh
David Ciepluch
Elliot & Marcia Coles
Rachel & David Collins
Timothy W. Cotter
Gabrielle Davidson & Rob Lyon
Howard & Eileen Dubner
Joan Dukes
Sandy & Peter Earle
David Felland & Diana DelRosso
Michele Finley & Curt Johnson
Paul Fleckenstein
Tom & Amy Fritz
Patricia Geiger
Jeff & Kathleen Geygan
Dennis Grzezinski & Jane Porath
Joan Herriges
Troy A. & Elizabeth Hilliard
Jennifer & David Kahn-Pettigrew
The Katz Family
Chris & Julian Kegel
Brian & Linda Kliesmet
Karen Kouchich
Lenore D. Lee
Linda L. Lemmen
Bill & Missy Levit
Diane Lindsley
Rob & Hope Longwell-Grice

Chris Lucas & Brian Grandin
Barbara Manger & William Lynch
Elizabeth Mann
Sandra & Thomas McLellan
Pam Mehnart
Steve Morse & Jane Waldbaum
Henry Musto & Mary Ellen Shea
John & Nancy O’Donnell
Mary Pat O’Hara
Michelle Ortiz
John & Susie Paunan
Tom Pelletier
Glenn & Jayne Pelton
Thomas & Judy Schmid
Donna Smith
Anne E. & Gary M. Summers
Anna & Richard Teerlink
Gil & Edie Walter
George & Sally Wells
John Winze

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Wes Albinger – microwave
Jeff Anderson – Newcomb’s
guides
Eva Baez – garden hose
Alan Balkema – office supplies
Pam & Steve Bednarczyk
– microwave
Michael Bootzin – magazines
Lyn Falk – fabric samples
Gloria Foster – gift subscription
Cindy Graham – rubber tree
Dennis Grzezinski – ride-along
bike, pens
Nate Kraucunas – books
James Maurer - books
Alex Montezon - sledgehammer
Steve Morse – air mattresses
Katherine Needham – cd’s, pens
Joel Ottenstein – cd’s
Virginia Palmer – magazines
Thomas Pelletier – electric bike
Dena Pulos – coffee pot & skewers
Charla Reetz – pens
Al Sherkow & Debbie Hartmann
– tape recorder
Kathy Shafer – vacuum cleaner
Mary Lou Stebbins – clock
Lois Tetzlaff – tent, sleeping bag,
cookware
Edie Walter – iron
Pat Wilmeth – large collection
of shells
Wisconsin Humane Society – bird
screen & collide escape
Scott Yanoff – chainsaw, oil

Fourth graders from
Milwaukee’s Urban Day
School have never had
a lunch break like this.
Jim Fowler, co-host of
the original Mutual of
Omaha’s Wild Kingdom,
and some of his animal
friends paid them a visit
at the Center on
September 14.
The Burmese python the
students are holding was
one of many animals
that helped Fowler
deliver his educational
message on wildlife
appreciation.

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY TODAY!
MEMBERSHIP
Membership benefits include discounts on programs, invitations to
members only events events, the ability to borrow our equipment,
a one year newsletter subscription and more.
For information, visit our website at www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org.

Choose one:
 Family ($35)
 Student ($12)
Financial assistance is available. Please call Ginger Duiven, Development
Manager at x106 or gduiven@urbanecologycenter.org. for details.

DONATION

(IN ADDITION TO MEMBERSHIP)

Please accept my gift to support:

A community program ($50)
One half day for a school class ($125)
One full day for a school class ($250)
A Citizen Science project ($500)
Improved Riverside Park trails ($1,000)
A school for one year ($3,000)
Other $____________

Total Enclosed

________________________________________

Address ________________________________________
City

________________________________________

State/Zip _________________________

 Individual ($25) includes guest









Name

$ ___________________

Phone

________________________________________

Email

______________________________________

 I would like to volunteer. Please contact me.

Charge my membership to:  Master Card  Visa
Card Number _______ - ________ - _______ - _______
Expiration Date _______/_______
Signature ______________________________________
Date ____________________
Please make your check payable to:
Urban Ecology Center and return
it with this form to:
Riverside Park, 1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

The Center will have different hours during
the holidays; see page 2 for details. Stop in
for a cup of hot chocolate or coffee and relax
around our fire. We have games, musical
instruments and a group of friendly folks.

COME IN FROM THE COLD
Riverside Park
1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, WI 53211

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Milwaukee, WI.
Permit
No. 5190

Discovery Hike
for Families

1p

26

11a

Naturalist Walks

7p

27

20

Common Edible &
Poisonous Wild
Mushrooms &
other Fleshy Fungi

11a

19

Naturalist Walks

9a

Adult Birding
Workshops:
Blackbirds

13
Sandhill Cranes at
Jasper Pulaski

12

3p

6

M O N D AY

5
Science Sundays
(every Sunday)
topic: Exploring Your Senses

S U N D AY

Burdock Brigade

Volunteer
Orientation

6:30p

Burdock Brigade

UEC Board of
Directors Meeting
What’s in Your
Backyard?

Burdock Brigade

Burdock Brigade

9a

9a

7p

4:30p

9a

9a

T U E S D AY

28

21

14

7

5:30p

Beth’s Building Tour

Beth’s Building Tour
Friends of Real Food
15
Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

8

1

5:30p

10a

29

Beth’s Building Tour

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

5:30p
9a

Beth’s Building Tour

10a

22
Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

9a

Volunteer Recognition
6p

5:30p

10a

9a

5:30p
6p

10a

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

Beth’s Building Tour

10a

9a

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

9a

W E D N E S D AY

7p

8a

6p
7p

8a

7p

7p

8a

7p

8a

9

2

30

Green Architecture:
Designing
Sustainable Buildings

Birdwalk

UEC Closed

23

Vegetarian Potluck
Ecology & Spirituality

Urban Stargazers:
Buying a Telescope
Urban Echo Poets
16
Birdwalk

Birdwalk

Urban Ecology
Center Photo Club

Birdwalk

T H U R S D AY

7:30p

7p

Contact the Center for details (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org.
Hours: Monday - Thursday 9a-7p, Friday - Saturday 9a-5p, Sunday 12 noon-5p

URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER PROGRAMS

UEC Closed

Friday Fire:
Will Branch
High School
Explorers: Late
Night Stargazing

F R I D AY

24

17

10

3

1p
2p

9a
10a

1p

9a
9a

9a

Animal Feeding

1p

Animal Feeding
Teepee Tales and
Traditions

25
Saturday Stewards
UECBookclub:
Into the Forest by
Jean Hegland

Open Climb
2 - 4p

Animal Feeding

18
Milwaukee River
History Hike
Burdock Brigade
Saturday Stewards

Open Climb
2 - 4p

11
Search for Swans
Saturday Stewards
5:30
9a

10:30a Volunteer
Orientation
1p
Animal Feeding

Open Climb
10a - noon

4
Science Saturdays
(every Saturday)
topic: Exploring Your Senses
9a
Burdock Brigade
9a
Saturday Stewards

S AT U R D AY

NOVEMBER 2006

3

Discovery Hike
for Families

1p

24

17

31
UEC open noon - 5p

UEC Closed

Riverside Animals
in Winter

10

Drawing Poco the
Parrot-Children’s
Drawing Workshop

1p

1p

Science Sundays
(every Sunday)
topic: Wonderful Water

S U N D AY

11a

11a

6:30p

UEC Closed

Naturalist Walks

Naturalist Walks

Milwaukee River
Full Moon Hike

M O N D AY

25

18

11

4

9a

Burdock Brigade

UEC open 9a - 5p

Burdock Brigade

Student Intern
Research Projects

7p

9a

UEC Board of
Directors Meeting

Burdock Brigade

Burdock Brigade

4:30p

9a

9a

T U E S D AY

26

19

12

5

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

Beth’s Building Tour

10a

5:30p

9a

5:30p

UEC open 9a - 5p

Beth’s Building Tour

10a

27

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

20

5:30p
6p

9a

Beth’s Building Tour
Friends of Real Food

10a

13

Beth’s Building Tour

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

6

Building Tour
with Ken
Walk with Ken

9a

5:30p

10a

9a

W E D N E S D AY

8a

6p

8a

7p

7p

8a

7p

8a

Birdwalk

UEC open 9a - 5p

21

Vegetarian Potluck
28

Birdwalk

7

14

Urban Stargazers:
Pizza Party!
Urban Echo Poets

Birdwalk

Urban Ecology
Center Photo Club

Birdwalk

T H U R S D AY

UEC open 9a - 5p

F R I D AY

29

22

15

8

1

1p

9a

1p

9a

1p

9

2

16
Christmas Bird
Count
Burdock Brigade
Saturday Stewards
UECBookclub:
A Natural History of
the Senses by
Diane Ackerman
Animal Feeding

Animal Feeding
Adult Birding
Workshops:
Finches

Saturday Stewards

Animal Feeding

30

Animal Feeding

Saturday Stewards

UEC open 9a - 5p

Animal Feeding

23
Saturday Stewards

Candlelight Walk
7p

9a
9a
10a

8a

1p
2:30p

9a

1p

Science Saturdays
(every Saturday)
topic: Wonderful Water
9a
Burdock Brigade
9a
Saturday Stewards
10:30a Volunteer
Orientation

S AT U R D AY

Sunday 12 noon-5p

DECEMBER 2006
Friday - Saturday 9a-5p,

Holiday Hours: December 26-30 & January 2-6 9a-5p; December 31 & January 7 noon-5p

Contact the Center for details (414) 964-8505 or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org. Hours: Monday - Thursday 9a-7p,

URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER PROGRAMS

