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Urgency Without Despair

by Beth Fetterley, Director of Education

Recently several UW-Milwaukee students explored the
Urban Ecology Center as part of a requirement for their
Environmental Dynamics class taught by Professor Christina Buffington. Bravo to Christina for developing the most
meaningful service learning project I’ve seen yet! Students
are required to choose a topic, observe and volunteer for a
related experience in the community, then interview a professional about the issue. One student, Rebecca, was focusing
on biodiversity in environmental education. She helped
teach our River Connection program and then called me for
an interview. Out of our discussion came an intriguing question: “How do we instill a sense of urgency without creating
a sense of despair?”
In “Transforming Organizations” class at business school
we are studying methods of implementing change. Business leaders often realize that strategic changes need to be
implemented to ensure a competitive advantage. So what
do leaders do to evoke changes throughout their organization? Create a sense of urgency. A good business leader
understands both the art and the value of creating a sense of
urgency to implement change, especially when that change
needs to happen quickly.
Implementing change is at the foundation of environmental education. One goal of the Ecology Center is that our
students and members will develop a consideration of the

The Red Tail Blessing
by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

It was uncanny. We spread the tobacco and sage on the
ground as a blessing and as soon as Dave offered a prayer, a
pair of red tailed hawks appeared in the sky as if from nowhere, moving in lazy circles above Riverside Park. Darrell,
Dave and I watched in silence as they spiraled lower towards
us, the early Sunday morning sunlight glistening through the
translucent wing and rust colored tail feathers. Clearly they
approved. And I thought I was missing church that day! I
can’t recall ever seeing red tails soar over the park.
This was the Sunday after Thanksgiving. The sensory
garden above the Ecology Center garage had gone to seed
and was ready for winter dormancy. Why not use this site as
a winter home of our Native American tipi? The 20 ft. diameter tipi should just fit on the garden site and by being on the
garage it could stay up all winter long, protected by height
from the vandalism that pervades the park. At least this was
the theory. Dave Granados, friend of the Center and memContinued on page 3

environment when they
make decisions, both
today and in the future.
We want to close the
perceived crevasse that
separates humans from
the rocks, worms, air,
birds, plants and everything else in nature. To
accomplish this, some
may need to experience
a significant shift in personal dogma. It follows,
"Children need to touch and in turn, be
then, that to make such a
touched by their natural environments...
drastic change, it would
So, rather than instill fear, we can build
be best to create a sense
upon our inborn desire to get outside to
play and explore."
of urgency. But we need
to be careful. There is
a delicate balance to be
reached so as not to move
our constituents in the wrong direction.
What is the balance? Urgency without despair. One of the
most significant mistakes of the environmental movement’s
past was leading change through fear, desperation and
despair. For example, teaching children about how sick the
earth is rather than connecting them to the wonder found
in watching an ant crawl up a blade of grass. As David
Sobel points out in Beyond Ecophobia
Ecophobia,, students become
despondent and turned off to learning if they do not make a
personal connection to their surroundings. Children need to
touch and in turn, be touched by their natural environments.
So what is the urgency? The crisis is that citizens are not
considering the environment in making personal choices.
The root cause is a disconnect between people and the environment upon which we depend. Outdoor play has been
replaced by television, computers and overbooked schedules,
further disconnecting our community from the environment. So rather than instill fear, we can build upon our
inborn desire to get outside to play and explore. When it is
cold, build a shelter out of fallen sticks and leaves, spend five
minutes each morning looking for the most beautiful of Jack
Frost’s paintings, breathe in the cold air and let it refresh you,
look for snow fleas or find the perfect word to describe the
color of the sky each day. A sense of urgency does not have
to be a sense of "doom and gloom." Positive urgency can
instill a need for action as an exciting challenge. As mentors
to the upcoming generation, we can create a positive sense
of urgency by connecting our protégés to the wonders of the
natural world.
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New this winter! Hot chocolate is available
for sale: $.50 per cup in the evening and on
weekends!
Looking for a place to read or study?
Center is open until 7 p.m., Monday-Thursday. Curl up on our couch by the fire after
work and have a cup of hot chocolate.

New home needed. We need to find a new
owner and home for our beloved old portable
classroom building. Please help us recycle
this double wide. If you know someone who
might be interested or if you have ideas about
ways to find new home/owner for it, please
call Ginger at 964-8505.
Full Moon? New Moon? Check out the
new on-line astronomical calendar of events
put together by John Owens of the Urban
Stargazers. A great reference for celestial
events as well as events for the club and links
to astronomy happenings in Milwaukee.
From the Urban Ecology Center homepage
(UrbanEcologyCenter.org
rbanEcologyCenter.org) follow the links
to interest groups, Urban Stargazers and then
the on-line calendar.
Wake up Milwaukee! The new Urban
Ecology Center facility was recently featured
on Fox 6’s morning show with Gus Gnorski.

Recycle your old computer systems. Midwest Computer Recycles has added a new
drop off location on S. 1st Street. Midwest
takes mice, keyboards, circuit boards, printers, towers, displays/monitors, etc. They have
drop boxes at 2157 S. 1st Street and 7760 S.
6th Sreet in Oak Creek, where individuals can
drop no more than two systems (a system is
a tower, monitor, keyboard and mouse) at a
time for no charge. Businesses need to call
for pick-up prices, which help to defray the
costs of the drop boxes. Spread the word so
we can keep this equipment that possesses
heavy metals and other bad stuff out of the
landfill. For more information, visit their
website at deadcomputers.com or call 5411716.







A special thanks to Dennis Stukel from
Waterfront Entertainment Group and Peter
Josephson from Private Caterings for taking
the time to review our new kitchen facilities.
They gave suggestions for additional utensils and serving materials to ensure that our
kitchen is efficient and professional.
Many thanks. The Center would like to
thank the following organizations for their
generous contributions: Halbert & Alice B.
Kadish Foundation and Robert W. Baird &
Co. Foundation.
Building on success. The Center would
like to thank the following organizations for
their generous contributions to its capital
campaign: Joseph Johnson Charitable Trust,
Robert W. Baird & Co. Foundation and
Marshall & Ilsley Foundation

Wish List
We are extremely grateful for the generous support of
our members and friends. If you have an inkind donation
for the Center, please call Ken at 964-8505, x. 101. The
Center is in need of the following items:

Winter coats, mittens & hats for kids ages 6-18
Parachute/earth ball/juggling equipment
Two 8 or 10 foot step ladders
Stepstools
Two benches
Desk lamps
Floor lamps
Unique wall clocks
Rhythm instruments
Guitar and mandolin
Good electric keyboard
Chest freezer
Large cast iron bell
Lodging for guest authors and lecturers
House for internship housing
Ax, maul, splitting wedge & sledgehammer for
chopping wood
Extension ladder
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Giving opportunities. The Center is a
member of Community Shares of Greater
Milwaukee. If your employer does not offer
workplace giving, call Judy at 964-8505, x.
102, to help start a Community Shares campaign at your office. Through a partnership
with Ranch Community Services, you can
donate your car or other older vehicle to
support both nonprofits. The Center will receive 50% of the sale for any vehicle donated
through our contacts. Be sure to designate
the Center, #879200, as your Pick'n Save
We Care choice. Each time you use your
Advantage Plus Savers Card, the Center will
receive a cash rebate.
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Thank you to all members who volunteer,
supported the building project and continue
to support all of the programs at the Center. We appreciate you! To better serve our
members, we would like to hear your hopes
and desires for ecology programs.
To better “Unite Environment and
Community” (our tag line) please help us
determine what our community of members
is interested in doing or learning. Send
your program ideas and feedback to
bfetterley@urbanecologycenter.org
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Bits and Pieces of News From the Center

Urban Ecology Center
��������������������
Riverside Park
1500 East Park Place
Milwaukee, WI 53211
(414) 964-8505
uec@urbanecologycenter.org
www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org
Hours of operation:
Monday - Thursday
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday - Saturday
9 a.m - 5 p.m.
Sunday
Noon - 5 p.m.
The Urban Ecology Center is a
neighborhood-based, nonprofit
community center located in
Milwaukee's historic Riverside
Park. Using this living laboratory,
the Urban Ecology Center:
PROVIDES environmental
science programs to
neighborhood schools,
PROMOTES environmental
awareness in the community,
PRESERVES and enhances
the natural resources of
Riverside Park, and
PROTECTS the Milwaukee River.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

River Reflections is produced
by Urban Ecology Center staff
and the members of the
publicity committee.
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After the Elections
by Ken Leinbach, Executive Director

ber of the Tigua-Pueblo Yeslata Del Sur
tribe, Darrell Smith, our Community
Program Coordinator, and I agreed
to meet that Sunday to see if the idea
would work. With such an auspicious
beginning, how could we fail?
It was not easy, as usually when one
raises a tipi one needs space to haul up
the initial tripod of poles, the heavy
“canvas attached pole” and then tie it
all together, but with some creative
athletics, contortions and lots of
laughter we maneuvered the poles in
place. Within less than two hours the
Center boasted a striking new learning
classroom for indigenous studies. We
anticipate students, scouts and adults
warming themselves around the central
fire of this new classroom.
Many thanks to Rachel and Leann,
two of our high school interns (and
past outdoor leaders) who happened by
at the exact time when we needed an
extra set of hands and some “female energy,” as Dave called it, to balance the
male dominated event. We finished

with the final “smudging,” a native way
of cleansing a new home site with the
smoke of white sage.
You might be interested to know that
our new facility and the playground
received the same treatment as the
tipi with initial ceremonial spreading
of herbs
and final
smudging.
Remarkably
it was two
herons (I’m
not kidding!) that
flew over during the playground’s “baptism." It is also worth noting that both
the tipi and Center have ceremonial
cedar hanging above the front entrance.
Look for them next time you come .
By the way, we are now in search of
buffalo, deer or other skins to cover the
door and the floor. If anyone happens
to have these that they would be willing to donate to the Center, call Ken at
964-8505, x. 101.

Be a Part of Our ECOmmunity!
At the 150th anniversary of Thoreau’s
Walden event hosted by the Center, the
Milwaukee Public Library and Woodland Pattern, I heard something that
has really stuck with me. The Latin
meaning of the word “ecology” breaks
down to this: by adding “eco,” which
means “house” and “logy” which means
“study of ”, we get “study of house”.
The house referred to, of course, is the
Earth.
Always a fan of word play I fashioned
the word Eco-Community or ECOmmunity in my mind as a word which
might describe the group of people that
share in caring for “house”. This is the
way I think of the members of the Urban Ecology Center as an ECOmmunity. The members are the people that
care about the Earth “house” enough to
support the Center and its “house” by
joining as a member.
At the beginning of 2004 the Center
had a solid core of 500 members in its

Whether you woke up Wednesday
morning after the election feeling like
you won or lost, I think we can all
agree that it would be good to reach
across the aisle for dialogue and to find
common ground. A great place to
do this is at the Ecology Center. You
might be interested to know that while
we often get pigeon holed into the
“liberal tree hugger” stereotype, the
Urban Ecology Center community in
fact represents a healthy percentage of
Republicans, Democrats, Greens and
Independents as well. Why is this?
I believe it is because we represent a
unified vision. All sides really do want
to live in a protected environment*
and all sides really do want to improve
our educational system. These are the
goals we are working toward. It makes
for a rich community, a place where
one can feel safe to have dialogue and
form friendships with the “other side”
as it were.
*I think it interesting to note that
almost all state based referenda for
the environment in the past election
passed, be they states in the blue or the
red category.
by Ginger Duiven, Membership Coordinator

ECOmmunity. As the year draws to an
end, our membership ECOmmunity
has grown to 900! Our dream is to
grow our community of members to
1500 by the close of 2005.
A large membership community
provides for the future of the Center in
many ways. The obvious reasons are
the financial support the membership
fee provides and a committed base of
volunteers and program participants.
A less obvious benefit is the credibility
a committed community of members
provides to potential funders when
they consider making donations.
There are a few ways that our current
ECOmmunity members could help to
realize the 1500 member goal this year.
• Invite us to give a slide show presentation to your neighborhood, church
or work place group. Or better yet

hold your meeting at the Center and
we can add a tour to your presentation.
• Give gift memberships to family and
friends throughout the year as wedding gifts, birthday gifts, Mother’s
Day gifts, Earth Day gifts, Flag day
gifts (you get the idea).
• Invite your friends and neighbors to
join you for a program at the Center.
If they like what they see, ask them
to become a member.
• Give us your ideas for enhancing the
benefits of membership to the Center
to make membership even more
valuable.
• Renew your own membership when
the time comes.
Thank you for your membership in
our ECOmmunity. Look for updates
on our progress in future newsletters.
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Outdoor Adventure Tip #2: Fire Building
by Dan Gray, Urban Adventures Coordinator

The most
enjoyable part of
many camping
trips is sitting
around a bright
and crackling fire
telling stories or
just gazing at the
glowing embers.
However, this
cheery image conveniently blots out
hours spent struggling to get damp
wood started, eyes bleary and stinging
from smoke and lungs aching from
blowing on smoldering coals. Every
fire is a little different: from the twigs,
tinder and fuel available, to the moisture content of the air, speed and direction of the wind, or the mental state of
the person building the fire. Enjoying
a fire and avoiding the accompanying
annoyances involves three components:
1. Be prepared.
Fire-building preparation usually
involves more than bringing a big
handful of matches in a waterproof
case (though that’s an excellent first
step). Ideally, it is not raining, all the
wood and kindling on the ground
is dry and well seasoned and there is
no wind. Rarely do all these factors
come together. The best preparation
is practice. An anxious or tired person
will probably take longer to build a
roaring fire than someone who understands the process and has built lots
of fires before. Practice. Build fires in
your fireplace or backyard. The key is
to start small (tinder) and get bigger
(really small twigs, small twigs, small
sticks, larger sticks, branches, small
logs).

Also, prepare by planning ahead.
Bring firestarters with you. One suggestion that works well is to use trick
birthday candles that can’t be blown
out. Light the trick candle and use it
to light the tinder. When the fire is
started, make sure the candle is totally
out by immersing it in water for five
to ten seconds and save it to use next
time. Regular candle stubs or cardboard coated with paraffin also work
well to dry out and light damp tinder
or twigs. Clothes dryer lint has been
used as effective tinder.
2. Know the natural materials that
are available that make good tinder
and fuel.
The down from thistle plants that
have bloomed will catch a spark or
flame and burn quickly (some people
collect a baggie of it and carry it with
them). Small dry pine twigs also burn
well. Birch bark is especially useful.
Due to its high oil content birch bark
will light even when wet. (Please do
not peel it from a live tree.)
3. Know the equipment you bring
with you and how it can be used in
starting or maintaining a fire.
If caught without matches, a binocular lens can be unscrewed and used to
magnify sunrays to start a fire. This
requires a bright sun and suitable
tinder. To save your lungs and keep
eyes further from the smoke, use a tent
pole as a blow pipe to direct oxygen
directly to the coals where it is needed.
This is surprisingly efficient. A frisbee
is another good way to fan flames. The
gear you have may reveal other possible uses. Be creative, be careful and
be safe!

From the Board
by Lorraine Jacobs, President, UEC Board of Directors
The Urban Ecology Center Board of Directors has been working quietly to support
the work and mission of the Urban Ecology Center. Some of us are long standing
members, serving on the Board for several
years. Some of us are new, just beginning
to find our niche. Our current goals are

to build Board membership, support fund
development and promote programming.
If you are interested or know someone who
would bring skills to this role, please contact Lorraine Jacobs, UEC Board President,
at 562-6608. We can have a “no pressure”
conversation about the role of Board members. Thank you.

2nd Annual Speed Dating
for Nature Lovers
by Diane Burnham, Business Intern

The Urban Ecology Center is having
our 2nd Annual Speed Dating for
Nature Lovers on Wednesday, February 9th, from 7 -9 p.m. at the UEC.
It’s a UEC twist on a popular way for
singles to meet. Our speed dating adds
the extra ingredient of bringing people
together who share a common interest
and love of nature.
In speed dating, singles meet for five
minute conversations over the course
of the evening.
After each “mini
date”, both
people decide
if they want to
meet the other
person again
and make a note
of it on a card.
Speed dating
has become a
popular alternative to the time
consuming process of sifting through
personal ads, online dating, or bars.
Why not sit down, face to face, ask a
few questions, and get a feel for the
chemistry right from the start?
Admission is $20 for nonmembers and $15 for members.
Pre-registration is required online at
UrbanEcologyCenter.org
rbanEcologyCenter.org before February 2nd. Participants are guaranteed
five mini dates and may have as many
as fifteen depending on the number
of people registered in their category.
Dating is open to heterosexual, gay
and lesbian singles in parallel dating
events. Heterosexual singles will be
divided into two age groups, 21-34 and
35+. After the event, the Center will
find the matches and e-mail participants with contact information (e-mail
addresses) for those that find similar
interest. Matches will be sent out prior
to Valentine’s Day. The Center does
not promise a match for everyone, but
does guarantee a lively atmosphere at
our new building, appetizers, beverages
and a chance to meet other singles.
Remember, register online on our
website, UrbanEcologyCenter.org by
February 2nd.
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Astronomy Notes
Another year filled with celestial delights lies ahead! June and September
will provide superb planetary and stellar gatherings. August’s Perseid meteor
viewing will be moonless. Draconid
meteors may reach storm levels in early
October with a partial lunar eclipse on
the 17th. Mars will peak in brightness
(-2.3) November 7th amid its “backward” motion.
January
January’s morning skies will be
decorated with Mercury, Venus, Mars,
Jupiter, and Saturn. Saturn will also
be in the eastern evening sky. See the
sidebar for more information about the
ringed planet.
Quadrantid meteor shower peaks
on January 3rd, expect 120 per hour.
Look low in the northeast after 11 p.m.
and higher as the morning progresses.
You're looking for lots of faint meteors.
The Moon (which will interfere
with viewing the shower) passes 0.4°
south of Jupiter at 8 p.m. Look for the
Moon and Mars (+1.5) to cluster above
Antares (+0.9) by the 7th. Mercury
(-0.3) and Venus (-3.9) will be very
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by Art Paque and Woody Hagge, community volunteers

close (low in the southeast) an hour
before dawn on the 7th and 8th. At 7
a.m. on the 13th, Mercury will pass 0.3˚
south of Venus. Saturn (-0.4) will be at
opposition at 5 p.m. The Moon passes
5˚ north of Saturn at 2 a.m. on the
24th. The month ends with the Moon
passing 0.9˚ south of Jupiter at 5 a.m.
on the 31st.,
New Moon will be on the 10th and
the full Moon (Moon after Yule/Wolf/
Frost in Tepee Moon) on the 25th.
February
February’s morning planets will be
Mars and Jupiter. Saturn will reside
alone in the evening sky.
The Moon will pass 1.1˚ north of
Antares on February 3rd at 11 p.m.
The 5th finds the Moon 4˚ south of
Mars in the morning. On the 20th the
Moon will be 5˚ north of Saturn during the morning. Easily visible with
binoculars, Moon will pass 1.2 ˚ south
of Jupiter at 9 a.m. on the 27th. New
Moon is on the 8th and the Full Moon
(Snow/ When Coyotes are Frightened
Moon) is on the 23rd.

Saturn
Saturn is the second largest planet in
our solar system and the sixth planet
from the Sun, about 900 million miles
away. It is nearly 75,000 miles in
diameter (about ten times the size of
Earth) and made up of mostly hydrogen and helium, with an outer layer of
ammonia ice crystals. Saturn’s weather
is hostile; temperatures descend to
-400˚F in the top of its clouds with
winds of 1000 miles per hour at its
equator. Days on Saturn are a mere
10 hours and 39 minutes; yet Saturn
needs 29 Earth years to make the trip
around the Sun.
Saturn’s rings are its most famous
feature; there are seven in total, three of
which can be seen from Earth. Saturn’s
moons are also noteworthy, 33 of
them; the largest is Titan, 3200 miles
in diameter, and the only moon known
to have an atmosphere.
Saturn is named after the ancient
Roman god of agriculture. We get
our word "Saturday" from it the
phrase "Saturn's day." People have
been watching Saturn since prehistoric times; it is easily visible with the
unaided eye. Galileo was the first to
observe Saturn through a telescope
(1610) and Huygens spotted the first
moon of Saturn (1655).

From the Sky to the Sand Hills: An Urban Ecology Center Experience
by Victoria Bahe and Richard Thomas, Environmental Educators

Working at the Urban Ecology Center isn’t always all work and no play, as
we learned on our staff trip to Indiana
on Monday, November 15th. Our
final destination: Jasper-Pulaski State
Park in northwestern Indiana, a pit
stop for thousands of sandhill cranes
(an estimated 20,000 the day we were
there) who gather there each year as
they migrate from northern Wisconsin
and Michigan to Florida and Georgia.
Since the optimal crane viewing time
isn’t until dusk, our crew made many
other stops on our trek.
Our first stop was the Indiana Dunes
Environmental Learning Center, where
we toured their facilities and learned
about their programs. It’s always
great to find out how others go about
environmental education so we can try
out new ideas. Next we headed outside

and hiked up mammoth mounds of
sand, then bounded, rolled and even
somersaulted down the other sides. It
was great to talk together as we hiked,
pausing every once in a while to crowd
around a set of tracks or deliberate over
an unfamiliar plant.
Our trip reached its climax at dusk
when we arrived at Jasper-Pulaski State
Park. We knew we were getting close
when we saw a group of four foot tall
birds standing in a cornfield near the
road. Several birds swarmed toward
the park with us. They flew alongside
our van so we sped up, racing them,
and clocked them flying 40 mph. As
we walked from the van to the viewing
platform, we made fools of ourselves
trying to recreate the bizarre noise these
birds were making.

The birds appeared to be just as excited as we were to be there. They were
dancing in groups, squawking at one
another and throwing dirt in the air
like it was confetti. It was like watching a bird ballet. Sandhill cranes mate
for life and this dance-like ritual is one
way that the pairs bond. So, you could
say that if you can chuck a divot, you
can get the girl even if you don't score
a birdie. Seeing this magnificent, noisy
flock was astonishing, the perfect end
of a great day together.
By the time you read this, the
cranes will be long gone from Indiana.
They’ve traded our harsh winter for the
sunny South, but they’ll be back in Indiana again in March or April on their
way back through. Until that season
arrives, keep warm by means of the joy
you share with the ones you love.
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JANUARY THROUGH FEBRUARY CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS
Unless otherwise indicated, participants meet at the Urban Ecology Center, 1500 E. Park Place.
Scholarships are available for all fee based programs. All programs are free and for everyone unless otherwise indicated.
For general information call 964-8505, or visit www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Special Events
Winterfest
Saturday, February 5
12 noon - 4 p.m.
All ages welcome
Free
Celebrate winter at the Urban Ecology Center with all kinds of
winter fun! Sledding, snowshoeing, igloo building, indoor crafts,
music, and more. Have fun outside, then warm up inside or enjoy
a hot drink beside the fire in our teepee!

2nd Annual Speed-dating for Nature Lovers
Wednesday, February 9
7 -9 p.m.
$20 (Members - $15)
Register at UrbanEcologyCenter.org
February 2nd!
Calling all nature loving singles! The UEC is having our 2nd annual Speedating for Nature Lovers!
True love may be awaiting for you! Please see page 4 for more details.

Peggy Seeger Concert in March! Saturday, March 5, at the Miramar. See next newsletter for details.

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer Orientation
Saturdays, January 15 & February 12
10 a.m. - 12 noon
Free
Volunteers play a vital role in operating the Center. Come to this
informational session and learn about the Center’s programs and
how to get involved.

Mud Loving Project: Part II
Saturday, January 22
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
and Sunday, January 23
12 noon - 4 p.m.
Free
For adults and accompanied children ages 8 & up
Space is limited! Register by calling 964-8505.
Volunteers are needed to join artist Kitty Dyble Thompson and architect Charlie Simonds for the next step in creating a cross section
of the Urban Underground habitat. Come dressed to get muddy!

Urban Adventures
Call the Center at 964-8505 to register at least two days before the trip. Trips will run as scheduled, rain or shine.
Snowshoe at
Kettle Moraine*
Saturday, January 8
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
For adults and accompanied children ages 12 & up
Adults: $20
(Members - $15)
Children: $15
(Members - $10)
Families of 3 or more - $45
(Members - $30)
Explore the hilly terrain of
the Southern Kettle Moraine
State Forest. Dress in layers,
bring water and a lunch. Meet
at the Center, transportation
provided. In the event of
minimal or no snow we will
hike. Beginners welcome.

Winter Weather
Survival*
Saturday, February 19
10 a.m. - 12 noon
For families
$8 per person
(Members - $5)
$20 (Members - $12) for
family of 3 or more
A presentation of tips and
information on how to enjoy
winter weather safely and
comfortably, followed by a
snowshoe hike through Riverside Park. Dress warmly and
wear sturdy winter boots.

*

Introduction to Cross
Country Skiing*
Tuesday, February 22
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults and accompanied children ages 12 & up
$10 per person
(Members - $7)
$25 (Members $18) for
families of 3 or more
Learn how to cross country ski!
Bring an adventurous spirit;
we’ll provide the skis and hot
chocolate. We will begin on
the athletic fields and then
head into the woods or down
the bike trail.

Marked programs are not accessible for persons with
physical disabilities. All others have limited accessibility.
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Family Programs
Tracking in the Urban
Wilderness

Saturday, January 8
9 - 11 a.m.
For families
$8 per person, $20 for
family of 3 or more
(Members - $5 per person,
$12 for a family of 3 or
more
Please register by Thursday, January 6th.
Join Beth Fetterley, Director
of Education, on an expedition into the urban wilderness. Look for clues of animal
activity. Who gathers along
the Milwaukee River? What
stories does the park tell after
they’ve gone? Come dressed
for the weather.

Nature Kids Yoga!
Saturdays, January 15, 22,
29 & February 12
10 -11 a.m.:
6 & 7 year olds
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.:
8, 9 &10 year olds
$48 (Members - $40)
for 4 sessions
Scholarships available for
families participating in the
federal free and reduced
lunch program.
Please register by Wednesday, January 12th.
Stretch, exercise and learn
about nature in this fun yoga
class! Be the animals and
plants of Riverside Park as
you learn the turtle, fish, tree
and many other yoga postures
inspired by nature. Learn ways
to focus, relax, and deal with
life’s ups and downs. Classes
include stories, music, warmups, postures, games and relaxation. Wear loose or stretchy
clothing and bring a mat or
beach towel to class. The instructor, Stephanie Sandy, has
practiced yoga for five years,
taught yoga to kids and is a
YogaKids™ associate.

Storytime in the Park
Sundays, January 16 &
February 20
2 - 3 p.m.
For accompanied preschool & kindergartners
$5 (Members - $3)
per child
Listen to nature stories and
meet animal friends in our
classroom or look for new
friends in the park!

Friday Fire
Fridays, January 14 &
February 11
7 p.m.: Music for younger
audiences
7:45:
Popcorn and
S’mores
8:15:
Music for all ages
$5 per person or $10 for a
family (Members - free)
January: Native American
Stories. David Granados,
Director of Earth Lodge
Foundation which offers native
American storytelling, hand
crafts and educational presentations.
February: Love Songs.
Darrell Smith and Howard
Hintertheuer of “Embedded
Reporter” bring their eclectic
folk/blues mix and sing of the
many faces of love.

Stories and Snowmen*
Saturday, January 29
2 - 3:30 p.m.
For families
$5 (Members - $3)
Listen to a story about animals’
reactions to a snowman built
in their woods, then craft
your own
snowman
hidden in
the woods
for Riverside Park’s
creatures
to find.
When we’re ready to thaw
out, we’ll come back inside
to a roaring fire and some hot
drinks and take some time
to read more winter tales or
dream up your own.

Science Saturdays
Every Saturday
A drop-in program
Free - Donations welcome
Drop in anytime to discover
the world of science through
interactive activities.
TopicsJanuary: Winter survival
- Discover how native wildlife
survives out in the cold.
February: Star gazers - Make
a star finder and learn the lore
behind the constellations.

Animal Feeding Time
Every Saturday
1 p.m.
For everyone
Free - Donations welcome
Help feed
the Center’s
resident
turtles and
snakes as you
learn about the animals that
inhabit the river valley.

Interest Groups
Wednesday Walks
With Ken*
Every Wednesday
9 a.m. - Urban Ecology
Center building
10 a.m. - Riverside Park
Free - donations welcome

Urban Ecology Center
Photo Club
Thursdays, January 6
& February 3
7 p.m.
For adults
Free - donations welcome

Explore Riverside Park and/or
our new "green" facility with
our Executive Director, Ken
Leinbach. Call ahead to confirm, 964-8505.

Explore nature in an artistic
light and develop new photographic skills.

Early Morning
Birdwalks*
Every Thursday
8 a.m.
Free - donations welcome
Interested bird watchers of all
ability levels are invited to join
us in exploring surrounding
environs for bird life. Binoculars available.

Burdock Brigade*
Every Tuesday, 9 - 11 a.m.
Saturdays,
January 15,
February 5 & 19
9 - 10:30 a.m.
Free
Improve biodiversity in the
park by removing alien plant
species like burdock.

Holiday
Closings
The Urban Ecology Center
will be closed on
January 1,2005, for
the New Year's holiday.

Urban Stargazers
Thursdays, January 13 &
February 10
7 p.m.
Free - donations welcome
January: Messier Objects.
Art Paque will deliver a short
program explaining the celestial bodies known as Messier
Objects. What are they? Who
were they named after? Why
were they compiled? What sets
them apart? And which ones
can we see? Constellation of
the Month: Andromeda
February: Join us for information and stargazing. Constellation of the Month: Cassiopeia

Vegetarian Potluck
Thursdays, January 20
& February 17
6:30 - 8 p.m.
For adults and
accompanied children
Free - donations welcome
Call 964-8505 to register.
Bring a plate and fork along
with your meatless dish to
share at our picnic style meal.
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Life Long Learning & Citizen Science Lectures

Voluntary Simplicity
Organizing session:
Tuesday, January 11
7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Course meets:
Tuesdays
January 18 – March 8
7 p.m.
For adults
$20, includes
course materials
Does your New Year’s resolution involve living a more
healthy and purposeful life? If
so, the Voluntary Simplicity
discussion course is for you.
This course is designed to
help us live well in a complex,
consumptive society. Topics
include: living more with less,
managing time, how much
stuff is enough, how to recognize ways in which economy,
advertising and technology
direct our lives and more.

Owl Prowl
Tuesday, January 11
5:30 – 7 p.m.
For families and adults
$8 per person, $20 for
family of 3 or more
(Members - $5 per person,
$12 for a family of 3 or
more)
Please register by Monday,
January 10th.
Back by
popular
demand!
We will start
inside with
an introduction to
Wisconsin
owls. Discover which species
are found locally, how they
survive the winter and how
they communicate with each
other. We then will bundle
up, explore Riverside Park and
Cambridge Woods calling for
owls. The evening culminates
with a warm drink and discussion. Come dressed for the
weather! We will be standing
still outdoors for up to 15 minutes at a time. Children must
be accompanied by an adult.

Assessment of
White-tailed Deer
(Odocoileus virginianus
Zimm.)
Density and
Browse Damage at
UWM Field Station
Speaker: Heather O’Brien,
M.S. Candidate,
University of
WisconsinMilwaukee,
Department of
Biological
Sciences
Tuesday, January 11
7 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Members - free)
Wildlife managers in many
regions of the Midwest have
begun to focus on lowering
White-tailed Deer populations,
which have become overabundant. Relentless browsing by
deer on preferred forest herbs
and woody plants has threatened the survival of some plant
species. This is thought to be
the case at the UWM Field
Station, which contains many
unique habitats and associated
species. The goal is to assess
deer densities and damage to
derive a deer management
scheme at the UWM Field
Station.

The Art of K Dyble
Thompson
Friday, January 28
5:30 -8 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Members - free)
Milwaukee artist, Kitty Dyble
Thompson, is a mural painter
whose work can be seen at the
Humane Society, Children’s
Hospital, the 411 Building
and now at the Urban Ecology
Center. Her engaging murals
depict the habitats and wildlife
with the “spirit of exuberance
and positivism”. “The animals
welcome you like they’re your
neighbors.” Join us for an
evening "outdoors" and meet
this remarkable artist.

The Neda Mine Bat
Hibernaculum:
Wisconsin’s Largest
Sanctuary for
Wintering Bats
Speaker: Gretchen Meyer,
Manager, UW-M
Field Station
Tuesday, February 8
7 - 8:30 p.m.
For adults
$5 (Members - free)
The Neda
Mine, an
abandoned
iron mine
located
in Dodge
County, is the site of the largest
known bat hibernaculum in
the Midwest. The mine was
acquired by the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 1976.
At that time an estimated
75,000 bats were using the
mine. Since then the population has grown to several
hundred thousand bats. Come
hear about the history of the
mine and efforts to conserve
the bat populations there,
as well as current projects to
monitor environmental conditions and bat activity patterns
at the mine.

Afternoon Birding
Workshop:
Shorebirds
Saturday, February 19
2:30 - 4 p.m.
$5 (Members - free)
This is birding for the rest of
us, who normally rise at the
crack of 11 a.m. This workshop will start with a slideshow
on how to identify shorebirds
that can be found in Riverside
Park. Afterwards, we will stroll
through the park to check in
on the brave birds that have
wintered here. This is a great
time to look for the first signs
of spring!

Community Connections
If you or your group have a program to
share with others, give us a call and we’ll
consider listing it in this section.

Literature of
Ecological Vision
Offered by the UWM
English Department and
Office of Off-Campus
Instruction
Thursdays, January 27May 12
6 - 8:40 p.m.
at Urban Ecology Center
Instructor: Jeff Poniewaz
Call 229-6209 for
enrollment and cost
(English 247, Lec. 103).
This introductory survey
will explore some key
examples of nature writing
which also qualify as great
literature including breakthrough texts conducive to
understanding and resolving
the conflict between the
human realm and natural
world. Authors include
Thoreau, Whitman, Muir,
Leopold, D.H. Lawrence,
Robinson, Jeffers, Rachel
Carson and others. Texts
also include Native-American and Beat writers.

"Being Caribou"
Sponsored by the Sierra Club
Sunday, February 13
1 p.m.
UW Milwaukee Union
Theater, 2200 E. Kenwood
Adults: $5, Students: $3
Join the Great Waters Sierra
Club in conjunction with
the Urban Ecology Center
and Friends of Milwaukee's
Rivers for the premiere of
Being Caribou. Environmentalist Leanne Allison
and wildlife biologist
Karsten Heuer follow a herd
of 120,000 caribou on foot
across 1,500 kilometers of
rugged arctic tundra. Learn
what is at stake if proposed
oil and gas development
goes ahead in the herd’s
calving grounds in Alaska’s
Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. This film was
directed and written by
Leanne Allison and Diana
Wilson, and has an introduction by James Campbell, author of The Final
Frontiersman.

Urban Ecology Center hours:
Monday - Thursday 9a-7p, Friday - Saturday 9a-5p,
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Sunday 12 non-5p

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

Center is closed for
New Year's holiday

2

3

4
9a

9

Burdock Brigade

5
9a

Walk with Ken

11

10
9a

Burdock Brigade

7p

Ecology Center
Photo Club

12
9a

Walk with Ken

5:30p Owl Prowl
7p

Birdwalk

Science Saturdays
(every Saturday)
topic: Winter Survival

7p

8a

Birdwalk

7p

Urban Stargazers:
The Messier
Objects

Friday Fire:
Native-American
Stories with
Dave Granados of
Earth Lodge
Foundation

7:30p Voluntary
Simplicity:
Organizing
Session
16
2p

17

Storytime in
the Park

12p

23
Mud Loving
Project:
Part II

18
9a
7p

24
31

9a
7p

Burdock Brigade
Voluntary
Simplicity

25
Burdock Brigade

19
9a

Walk with Ken

20

Walk with Ken

11a

Snowshoe at
Kettle Moraine

1p

Animal Feeding

9a
10a

Burdock Brigade
Nature Kids
Yoga!
6 & 7 year olds

15

11:30a Nature Kids
Yoga!
8-10 year olds
10a
Volunteer
Orientation
1p
Animal Feeding
22
10a

Birdwalk

Voluntary
Simplicity

10a

Mud Loving
Project: Part II

1p

Animal Feeding

10a

Nature Kids
Yoga!
6 & 7 year olds

28
5:30p The Art of
K Dyble
Thompson

29

11:30a Nature Kids
Yoga!
8-10 year olds

30

1p
2p

Please Contact the Center for details

Nature Kids
Yoga!
6 & 7 year olds

11:30a Nature Kids
Yoga!
8-10 year olds

27
8a

Tracking in the
Urban Wilderness

21

8a
Birdwalk
6:30p Vegetarian
Potluck

26
9a

9a

14

13

Assessment
of White-tailed
Deer Density &
Browse Damage
at UWM Field
Station

8

7

6
8a

(414) 964-8505

Animal Feeding
Stories & Snowmen

www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

Urban Ecology Center hours:
Monday - Thursday 9a-7p, Friday - Saturday 9a-5p, Sunday 12 noon-5p

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

6

9a

Burdock Brigade

7p

Voluntary
Simplicity

7

7p

13

2
9a

Walk with Ken

14
9a
7p

Burdock Brigade
The Neda Mine
Bat Hibernaculum
Voluntary
Simplicity

9a
7p

Birdwalk

7p

Ecology Center
Photo Club

15
Burdock Brigade
9a
Voluntary
Simplicity

Science Saturdays
(every Saturday)
topic:: Star gazers
9a
Burdock Brigade

17
8a

5

Winterfest!
12 noon - 4p

Birdwalk
Urban Stargazers

16
Walk with Ken

Saturday
4

1p

Animal Feeding

10a

Nature Kids
Yoga!
6 & 7 year olds

12

11

10
8a
7p

Walk with Ken
2nd Annual
Speed Dating
at UEC

Friday
3

8a

9

8
9a
7p

Thursday

7p

Friday Fire:
Love Songs with
Darrell Smith &
Howard
Hintertheuer of
"Embedded
Reporter"

11:30a Nature Kids
Yoga!
8-10 year olds

10a

Volunteer
Orientation

1p

Animal Feeding

9a

19
Burdock Brigade

18

Birdwalk

6:30p Vegetarian
Potluck

10a

Winter Weather
Survival

1p

Animal Feeding

2:30p Afternoon Birding
Workshop:
Shorebirds
20
2p

21

Storytime in
the Park

9a

22
Burdock Brigade
9a

23
Walk with Ken

24
8a

Birdwalk

25
1p

26
Animal Feeding

6:30p Introduction to
Cross Country
Skiing
7p
Voluntary
Simplicity
27

28

Please Contact the Center for details

(414) 964-8505

www.UrbanEcologyCenter.org

River Reflections
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Thank You From the Center
In-kind donations:
Paul & Deanna Andre ficus & fern
Sue Blaustein - book
Sue Burazin - plants
Jean Casper - coats
Linda Groden - native
landscaping plants
Nancy Hindin - cactus
Bill Rumpf - grow light tree
Erv Russell handmade clocks
Sally Tolan - shovel, edger,
spade, pitchfork
Gifts in honor:
In honor of Pat & Margee
Evans marriage
- Janice Bourke
- Joyce & Dana Cable
- Lynn Fields
- Georgia Flanagan &
Michael Riemann
- Raymond Flower
- Melvin & Catherine Funk
- Martha Honetschlager
- Kristine Lorentzsen
- Donna & Daniel
O’Donnell
- Tess Reiss
- Robert & Lisa Rogers
- Dan Schwomeyer
- Raymond Schwomeyer
- Catherine & Patrick Small
- Davne’ & Bob Stahley
- Anne Steinberg &
Eric Hansen
- John & Karen Waraksa
- Greg & Linette
Zuchowski

Welcome New and
Renewing Members:
Teresea Aiken
Shannon Allen
Buzz & Barbara Althoen
Constance Arnosti
Nancy Aten & Dan Collins
Kim Axtell
Diane Bacha
Mary Jo Baisch
Richard Bartkowiak
Kathleen Beaver
Mary & James Bellore
Dzidra Benish
John F. Bleidorn
Jeremy & Julie Borouchoff
Fran Boucher
Janice Bourke
Mary Braunreiter
Joe Brenner
Philip C. & Lynn
Tucker Brown
Paul Burgoyne
Rita & Lawrence Burns
Dana Cable Jr. and family
Mary Carson
Timothy Cary
Jean & Tom Churchill
Janet Cleary
Sandra Collier
Marty Collins
Linda Cook & Pat Ostrenga
Vivian Corres
Cheryl Cunningham
Don & Sallie Davis
Cynthia & Jeffrey Davis
Lois Ellen Debbink
Evelyn Dickmann
Jean Andrew Dickmann
Michelle Downer
Pamela Drost
The Ebert Family
William C. Erdmann
Frank Evans
Mike, Lynn, James
& John Ewing

Matt & Sara Finesilver
Casey First
Justin First
Raymond L. Flower
David J. Formella &
Martha J. Honetschlager
Amanda Fuller
Melvin E. &
Catherine M. Funk
Jeanne Gaenslen
Patty Garrigan & Pat Sturgis
Doris Geiger
Lori Gendelman
David P. &
Susan G. Geraghty
Mark Gill
Bob & Joan Gozdziewski
& Family
Erin & Kevin Grace
Robert Gramann
Jean Groh
Jean A. Groshek
Merilyn M. Grossman
John Hammetter
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hanley
Todd Heikkinen &
Matt Pamperin
Rae Heiple
Margaret Hickey &
Robert Wrenn
Jenny & Bob Hillis
Pat Holland
Mark Hooker
Judith Huf
Amy Ihlenfeldt
Joan Janus
Julianne John
Barbara Johnson
Rick & Kathy Johnson
David Allen Jones &
Mary L. Zupanc
Susan Jones
Mrs. Anne F. Jost
Fritz & Myrtle Kastner
Clark Kaufmann &
Cate Deicher

Gene & Sheryl Kelber
Christine Kelly
Betsy Kerns
Ronald & Mary Koeppl
Thomas Kubala
Robin Leenhouts
Kristine Lorentzsen
John & Martha Lunz
Dennis Mack
Kevin MacKey
Janet Malmon & Family
Elizabeth Mann
Keith Mardak
David McIntosh
Kit & Joel McNally
Wilfred J. Melancon, CLU
Rita & Jim Mitchell
Nancy Nevin
Helen Nutt
Donna J. &
Daniel J. O’Donnell
Jeff Olencheck
Henry & Barbara Otten
The Papermaster Family
David J. & Ann E. Pasterski
Thomas Pelletier
Jeanette Peltier
Louise & David Petering
The Pierson Family
Mary & Al Porath
Greg Post
Bess Prichard
Keith Prochnow
Barbara Reed & Paul Millea
Tess Reiss
Ruth Renzelmann
Julie Revane
Robert Roehre
Robert R. & Lisa A. Rogers
Linda Romm
Erv & Joan Russell
Gail Sahagun
The Sanden Family
Jeewon Schally
Phil Schultz &
Melissa Mooney

Matt Schuster
Raymond W. Schwomeyer
Dan F. Schwomeyer
Lloyd W. Seawright II
Timothy M. Shaw &
Catherine M.S Shaw
David M. Sikorski
Barbara & Michael Spalda
Shirley Spelt
Judy Spencer
Marie A. Squire
Paul Stafford & Karen Sturm
Bob & Dauné Stahley
Margaret Phillips Steinam
Mary & Robert Stetson
Scott Stieg
Peter Streit
Pat Suminski
Stephen & Frances Swigart
Pegi Taylor
Ann Terwilliger
Irena & Howard Travers
Erik Trimberger
Carl Trimble
Mary Vandenberg
Vince Vukelich
Glenn & Amy Vuyk
Mary B. Wacker
George Wagner &
Barbara Rasman
John A. & Karen A. Waraska
Jenny Weiss & Derek
Chappell
Teri Weiss
Bart Wellenstein
George & Sally Wells
Joseph P. & Ann Wenzler
Kathy & Tom Wigdale
Robert & Lois Winans
Phil Winchester
Jessica Wirth
Sally & Scott Witte Family
David & Diane K. Wolfson
David & Sandra Zalewski
Greg R. &
Linette D. Zuchowski

A special thanks goes to the following businesses for their continued in-kind donations.

Alterra Coffee Roasters

A Special Thanks To The
Following Community
Partners For Their
Financial Support:

Alterra Coffee
Roasters, Inc.
Beans & Barley
REI, Inc.
United Water

Bayside Garden Center

Hoffers Tropic Life Pets

Volunteer Corner

CyberLynk Network, Inc.

by Susan Winans, Volunteer Coordinator

This year, you could be the one helping
a child strap on snowshoes for the first
Are you a member of the Center who
time, serving hot chocolate as people
has always wanted to volunteer but
warm up from sledding or
have not had much
leading a winter-related craft
time to give? Are you
for kids. Are you already
a new member who is
committed that day? One of
looking for a way to
the easiest ways to volunteer
get involved? Confor Winterfest is to spread
sider volunteering
the word. Encourage families
your time for Winterunfamiliar with the Center to
fest! If you have ever
come check us out Saturday,
enjoyed ice cream at
Winterfest!
February 5th, from noon to
the Fall Ice Cream So- Saturday, February 5
4 pm. As a member of the
cial or scaled the rock
Ecology Center, the success
wall during our Earth Day Celebration,
of an event like Winterfest depends
you know that our annual community
on your involvement as a volunteer or
festivals are a lot of fun. They could
participant. We hope to see you here!
not be possible, however, without the
For more information on volunteerhelp of many volunteers who donate
ing for Winterfest, please call Darrell
their time and talents to lead, assist and
Smith at 964-8505, x. 114.
supervise the activities on these days.
Calling all members!

MEMBERSHIP
Membership benefits include discounts on programs and products, invitations to special events, opportunities for neighborhood stewardship and a one year newsletter subscription. For more information, please visit our website at urbanecologycenter.org.

 Individual - $25
(includes 1 guest)

 Family - $35

 Students - $12

 Newsletter subscription
(no membership) - $10

Financial assistance is available. Please call Ginger Duiven, Membership Coordinator at 964-8505, x. 106, or email to gduiven@urbanecologycenter.org
gduiven@urbanecologycenter.org. for details.

DONATION

In addition to membership

You’re doing a terrific job. Please accept this donation for the support of programs and services.

 $50

 $100

Total Enclosed

 $500

$ ___________________

 $1000

 $2500

 Other $ ______________

 I would like to volunteer at the Center. Please call me.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________
State/Zip ___________________________________
________________________________________
Email ______________________________________

�

��

��

����� �
�

�

��

��

�

Please make your check payable to: Urban Ecology Center
and return it with this form to:
Urban Ecology Center
Riverside Park
1500 E. Park Pl.
Milwaukee, WI 53211
��������������������
or use your credit card and call (414) 964-8505.
��

���

��

Charge my membership to:  Master Card
 Visa
Card Number ________ - ________ - ________ - ________
Expiration Date _______/_______
Signature _________________________________________
Date ____________________

� ����

Name
Address
City
Phone

 $250

June 14 Innovations in the Application of
GIS Technology to Urban Environments
May 10 Whooping Cranes in Wisconsin
April 12 The Quad 30 Campaign
March 8 Ecological Change in
Southeastern Wisconsin
February 8 The Neda Mine Bat Hibernaculum
January 11 White-tailed Deer Density and Browse Damage
Riverside Park
1500 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, WI 53211
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